AFA Visits . . .

The Aviary of
Herschel Frey

by Jerry Jennings
Fallbrook, California

Nestled in the outskirts of Pitts-
burgh, where the Ohio River begins,
is the aviary of Herschel Frey, a long-
time member and friend of the AFA
and contributor to the pages of
Watchbird.

Herschel is a native of Texas where,
as a child, he took many a long walk
in the neighboring woods in search of
bird nests. His interest in the natural

60 October / November 1990

= Handfeeding
& starts with

Photos by Jerry Jennings

Mutations of Lady Gouldians

nestling
Lady Gouldians.

Herschel Frey with indoor aviaries.

Young, handfed Lady Gouldians
become quite tame and are eager eaters.



Painted Finch

Blue-breasted

Gouldian
male

Yellow-backed
mutation of the
Lady Gouldian

Photos by Jerry Jennings

BT
T

“H‘ i

Cuban Melodious Finch, another of the
species Herschel works with.

world around him led to keeping
birds as a hobby, which he began at
the age of seven with doves. As with
many of us, the collection expanded
to include cockatiels and budgerigars.
Herschel was fortunate to be one of
the first people to breed Harlequins
and other rare mutation budgies in
the early 1950s.

Over the years, Herschel moved
around, living all over the United
States. Fifteen years ago he moved to
Pittsburgh to take a position at the
University as a professor of linguistics
and, at last, enough stability was at
hand to facilitate the raising of birds.
His wife, Harriet, was a bit surprised
when he came home with his first
pair of Lady Goulds, since she had no
idea of Herschel’s interest in avi-
culture.

Little information was available
back then, but Herschel was able to
get in touch with fellow finch fan-
ciers, Bertha Scroggins and Doris
Morgan of the Finch Society of San
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Diego for assistance. It wasn’t long
before a number of flights went up
in the basement and Herschel was on
the road to becoming a noted breeder.

Herschel has worked with all the
Australian finches except the Beauti-
ful Firetail, which is impossible to
acquire in the U.S. He even had sev-
eral pairs of the Crimson or Blood
Finches which he received from the
San Diego Zoo. These proved to be
quite aggressive, so he was forced to
surplus them to other breeders.

Herschel became interested in
mutation Goulds after seeing a ship-
ment of White Breasted Goulds about
ten years ago. He obtained two White
Breasted males, which produced a
number of splits, and he was off and
running. Today he has most of the
Gould mutations available and is
breeding them with great success.

Herschel is also working with the
lovely and rare Painted Finch
(Emblema picta). He imported a few
himself, but the first shipment proved
to be birds of a poor pedigree, which
forced another importation. The
second shipment consisted of birds of
a very high quality, which Herschel
purchased from a breeder in Holland.
These birds have established them-
selves as a hardy and sound blood-
line, which he has kept going for over
seven years. Herschel’s work with the
Painted Finch was documented in an
article published in Watchbird in
October, 1985.

Herschel feels his birds breed best
when kept in a large, uncrowded
enclosure. On average, a single pair to
a small cage does not work as well as
one would like, since the male and
female often bother each other,
resulting in infertility and a refusal to
incubate. Nevertheless, Herschel does
cage breed to some extent.

Herschel has very definite ideas
about nest boxes. He provides very
large boxes for his Goulds, since they
prefer to copulate inside. These boxes
have an off-center entry hole near the
upper corner. This keeps the birds

from flushing off the nest as readily as
they otherwise might. The boxes are
lined with dried grass and, in the case
of the Painted Finches, he uses burlap
string and pampas grass tassles.

Diet is very important at Herschel’s
aviary. He offers his birds a premium
finch mix with a lot of canary seed.
Supplementing this are sprouted
seed, greens, egg food, whole wheat
bread, charcoal, and ground chicken
egg shell. The Painteds are offered a
bowl of panicum seed as well. Fresh
water is provided daily, to which Avi-
tron vitamins are added.

One of the interesting aspects of
Herschel’s husbandry techniques is
the use of hand feeding for some of
the birds. He uses a formula consist-
ing of one hard boiled egg (minus
shell), one cup hulled millet, two
tablespoons protein soy powder, two
tablespoons dry baby cereal, and a
pinch of cuttlebone powder. Water is
added to this mixture until it reaches
pancake batter consistency, after
which it is fed to the babies with an
eyedropper while the mixture is still
warm. A couple drops of vitamins are
also administered in the formula with
each feeding.

Herschel is an avid bird organiza-
tion supporter and is a member of the
Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society
and the National Finch & Softbill
Society. He has received AFA’s Silver
Avy Award for the breeding of the
White Breasted Lady Gouldian and
has veen very successful on the show
bench.

Herschel urges his fellow avicultur-
ists to be as informed as possible and
laments the fact there isn’t more
information available. In the case of
many species, there is virtually no
information to be had. He also cau-
tions that ‘‘just because something is
printed in a book, it isn’t necessarily
valid:” A word to the wise should be
sufficient.

Herschel will continue to be heard
from as a supporter of aviculture and
AFA wishes him well. ®

presents

ANlad s .

Arizona’s Largest Bird Mart

December 2, 1990 ¢ State Fairgrounds
19th Avenue and McDowell, Phoenix, Arizona
9:00 a.m. t0 4:00 p.m.
Adults $3.50 / Sr. Citizens $2.50 / Children under 5 Free
For exhibitor information, write or call: 8129 N. 35th Avenue,
\ #2-180, Phoenix, Arizona 85051 » (602) 433-9940

sl




CLASSIFIED

ADS

CLASSIFIED RATES —$10 minimumchargefor 4 lines
of type (average 7 words per line). Additional charge of
15¢per word for ad running over 28 words. (28 words to
include name, address and phone.) All copy to be
RECEIVED BY 15th day 6 weeks preceding publica-
tion. One inch boxed ad — 58 word maximum — $20. As
of January 1, 1990, AFA's policy was reaffirmed to no
longer allow hybrid birds to be offered forsale in its offi-
cial publication, the AFA Watchbird.

BIRDS

General Hookbills

SUPER TAME, closed banded domestic babies. Blue
& golds, Greenwings, Hahn’s, Severes, African greys,
Meyer’s, Senegals, Blue-headed pionus, Alexandrines,
Moustaches, Ringnecks, Crimson wings. References
gladly provided. Char, (602) 936-1334, AZ. 4(%d)

ARIZONA BRED BABIES, hand fed and healthy.
Macaws, mini-macaws, cockatoos, Yellow napes, Blue
fronts, African Congos. Vetreferences. Message (602)
749-0002. | return all calls. Lynn MacGregor,
Tucson, AZ. 3(X3)

COCKATOO BABIES, domestic, handfed: Citrons,
Goffin's, Moluccans, Rose-breasted, Sulphur-cresteds,
and Umbrellas. Highly sociable, loveable andincredibly
tame. Buy young and save. Also available: one mature
male Goffin’s. Send SASE for price list. Kayla’'s
Aviaries, P.O. Box 1210, Kulpsville, PA 19443. Call
(215) 855-4463. 30x3)

BABIES — domestic home hand fed. Macaws,
mini-macaws, Amazons, greys, eclectus.
Closed banded, tame and talking. SPBE cham-
pion breeder. Call p.m. (209) 897-3661, Calif.

. 3{X6)

SELLING OUT: Double yellow head magna pairs, Tres
Marias pairs, Yellow-naped Amazons, Congo African
greys, misc. singles. Len, (617) 623-1345, Massa-
chusetts. 3(x3)

ROSE BREASTED COCKATOOS, Indian ringnecks,
blue, albino, and splits. Robert Calvillo, P.O. Box 1073,
Citrus Heights, CA 95611, Call (916) 726-2051.  3(x4)

DOMESTIC-BRED AND RAISED in our home. Red
front, Blue & gold, Green-winged, liliger’s, Severe and
Yellow-collared macaws, Rose-breasted cockatoos.
Eclectus, Congo greys, Queens. Frenchy, (713)
466-9824, Texas. 3(X6)

HANDFED RINGNECK AND COCKATIEL MUTA-
TIONS. Also adult Goffin’s, Mexican Red-head,
Patagonian Conure and Yellow-coliared Macaw. Blue
Willow Farms, 2331 Federal, El Paso, TX 79930.
Phone (915) 565-0123. Will ship. 2(x2)

CONGO AFRICAN GREY babies: domestic-
raised and handfed in our home. Precious
babies in gorgeous feather! All babies receive
complete veterinarian work-up before sale.
Closed-banded. References gladly given! Terry
Rune’, P.O. Box 632, Arvada, CO 80001.
Phone (303) 422-6529, or Linda McCluggage,
(303) 530-3919, Boulder, CO. 1X1)

SUPER TAME, domestic close banded babies. Large
Blue & Golds, Albino Ringnecks, Crimson Wings.
WANTED: female Hahn's, male Derbyan, male Black-
headed Caique, female Yellow-tl']lghed Caique. Will
trade. References glady provided. Char, (602)
936-1334, AZ. 1(X3)

HANDFED, CLOSED BANDED BABIES. Greater
Sulphur Crest, Umbrella, Moluccan, Rose-breast Cock-
atoos. Hyacinth, Scarlet, Greenwing, Blue & Gold,
Military, Hahn's Severa, Yellow-collared Macaws.
Amazons, African Greys, Eclectus parrots. Call Mary
McDonald, (512) 885-4889, TX. 1(X1)

WE ARE REDUCING OUR AVIARY. Selling several
mature and proven pairs: pair Leadbetter Cockatoos.
Also mature hen. Pair Rose-breast, pair Greater
Sulphur Crest (Galerita galerita) Cockatoos. Bare-eyed
Cockatoo hen. Pair Greenwing, Scarlet, Blue & Gold,
Red Fronted, Military, Severa, Yellow-collared, Red-
bellied Macaws. Pair Yellow Nape, Red Lored, Blue
Front, Green Cheek, Festive Amazon Parrots. Pair Grey
Cheek Parakeets. Call Mary McDonald, (512)
885-4889, TX. 1(X1)

HEALTHY, HAND FEDbaby macaws: Greenw-
ings, Blue & Golds, Scarlets, Militaries, Hahn's.
Also, Meyer's and Halfmoons. All babies are
domestic handfed and close banded. Vet
checked for shipping. Taylor Made Pets, (602)
883-6094, evenings only plese. AZ. 1(X2)

LORIES FOR SALE: Swainson Blue Mountain and
Yellowback Chattering, proven breeders and young,
some sexed. Dare and Shelly Renner, (805) 684-6575,

1(X1)

HAWKHEAD PARROTS. Surgically sexed pairin U.S.
for seven years. Young cock; hen is feather-picker.
(415) 369-4569, CA. 1(X1)

SELLING OUT: Breeder Blue & Gold Macaws, breeder
Sun Conures, bonded pair Rose-breasted Cockatoos,
African Greys, baby Blue & Gold Macaw. Call Tony,
(805) 969-7782. So. Calif. 1(X1)

MACAWS: Canindes, Greenwings, Militaries, Severes,
domestic breeders and handfed babies. Amboina
Kings — domestic pairs and handfed babies, pairs of
Amazons. Aurora Aviary, (707) 722-4142. No. Calif. 1(x2)

ROSE BREASTED COCKATOOS, closed banded,
handfed babies. Nice addition to family or possible s/s
for future breeders. Also 2-1/2 year old ScarletMacaw
domestic hen. John, (213) 328-0210. So. Calif. 1(x2)

LORY & SOFTBILL collection for sale. Send SASE for
details. Oasis Sanctuary, 13208 N. 27th PI., Phoenix,
AZ 85032. 2(x2)

INCUBATOR HATCHED AND HAND FED
WITH TLC. Hyacinth, Red-front, Scarlet,
Greenwing, Blue & gold. Blue-eyed Triton,
Moluccan, Umbrella, Lesser Sulphur, variety of
Amazons. Birth certificates & photos. Close-
banded and health certified for shipping. Call
for availability. J & J's Unique Birds, (206)
845-5301, Washington. 2(X6)

RINGNECKS (most mutations), Rosellas (most spe-
cies), Slaty-heads, Plumheads, Blossom-heads, Mous-
tache, Red rumps, Alexandrine, Derbyans, Princess of
Wales, Barnard's, Barrabands, Twenty-eights, Crimson-
winged Parrot, White-crowned Pionus, White bellied
and Black-headed Caiques. Call for availability. All
babies handfed and raised in our home. We will ship.
Call (813) 482-5352, Frank or Claire, Florida. 2(x6)

MACAWS — PROVEN PAIRS AND BONDED
PAIRS: Hyacinths, Blue & golds, Scarlets,
Greenwings, Militarys, Red-fronted, mini
macaws. Also Double yellow heads, Yellow
napes, African greys, Red lores, caiques.
Phone (713) 973-6924. Texas. 6(%6)

ASIAN PARAKEETS, macaws, cockatoos, African
greys, cockatiels, lovebirds, and misc. Send
request, S.A.S.E. to Moctezuma Bird Gardens, PO.Box
1973, Escondido, CA 92025-0340. Call (619)
745-8697. 8{X6)

HAND FED BABIES, CLOSED BANDED,
SUPER TAME. ECLECTUS PARROTS,
MACAWS: Blue & Gold, Scarlets, Greenwings,
Militaries. COCKATOOS: Rose-breasted,
Medium Sulphur Crested, Citrons, Umbrellas,
Moluccans. AMAZONS: Blue Fronted, Double
Yellow Heads, Yellow Napes, Yellow Shoulders.
African Greys and Lesser Vassa Parrots. All
babies lovingly fed in our home. Nelson, (407)
349-9796. FL. 1(X3)

SUPER TAME, domestic, closed banded babies. Blue
& golds, Blue-headed Pionus, Crimson Wings. Normal,
lutino and albino ringnecks. References gladly
provided. Char, (602) 936-1334, Arizona. 2(X3)

LORIKEETS & LORIES . . . please call Mario for spe-
cies & availability at (213) 641-7232. So. Calif. 1(X1)

Mixed Species

RARE WILD GEESE, Whistling and Trumpeter Swans,
close banded baby Blue & Gold Macaws. Alt hand
reared. Bob Elgas, Box 928, Big Timber, MT 59011.
Call (406) 832-4333. 1(x2)

Gamebirds / Waterfowl

BUTTON QUAIL: Normal, $10 pr. Silver, $15 pr. Split
for white, $25 pr. Red breasted, $45 pr. White, $60 pr.
Fawn, $70 pr. Write or call Cathy House, 269 Orange
Ave., Goleta, CA 93117. Phone (805) 968-4024. CA.

1(x1)

MISCELLANEOUS

ARIZONA BIRD RANCH. 1,706 sq. ft. custom home
on one acre. Many aviaries and enclosed breeding
cages. Beautiful view of mountains and city lights.
Appraised and priced at $93,600. Contact DONRIETZ,
(602) 433-9940. 1(x1)

PUBLICATIONS

BACK ISSUES: Watchbird, Bird World and more. Send
SASE for list. J. Fuqua, 20720 Ventura Bivd., #210,
Woodland Hills, CA 81364. 1(x1)

COMPLETE SET OF BIRD TALK AND BIRD
WORLD through Dec. '89. Contact Janice
Pritchard, 449 W. Douglas Ave., Ei Cajon, CA
92020. 1(x1)

BIRD SUPPLIES

WINGS OF LIFE FEED LIMITED has a
product to meet your bird's needs (mainte-
nance, laying and rearing). Diets designed,
used and produced by a Canadian nutritionist
for Canadians. DAVE BARNEY, M.S.C. RR1,
Elora Ontario NOB 1S0; phone (519)
846-5593. 5(X6)

MACAW BREEDERS, raw, dried-in-shell macadamia
nuts, premium $1.65 Ib., regular $1.50 Ib. (50 lb.
minimum). F.O.B. California. COD’s okay. Call (619)
728-4532, or write to Gold Crown Macadamia Assn.,
P.O. Box 235, Fallbrook, CA 92028. 3(x6)

MACADAMIA NUTS: $1.95 Ib, in-shell from
Hawaii. Treat your birds and yourself to these
delicious nuts! Big macaws can crack their
own. TO ORDER call (808) 325-5102 or write
to: J.A. Lorant, P.O. Box 359, Kailua-Kona, HI
96745 1(X1)
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