Western Region

Gary Clifton, regional vice pres.
(602) 946-1304

ARIZOKA

State coordinator:

steve McNabb (602) 992-4483
Arizona Avian Breeders Assoc.
Arizona Aviculture Society
Arizona Budgerigar Society
Arizona Seed Crackers Society
Avicultural Society of Tucson
1.0.0.N.Y. Central

Turkey Flats L.O.O.N.Y.

Yuma Imperial Exotic Bird Club

COLORADOD
(tate coordinator:
!

olynn Chappell (303) 223-7280
Colorado Cage Bird Association
Front Range Avian Society
Rocky Mountain Society of

Aviculture, Inc.

REVADA

State coordinator:

Robert Gibson (702) 645-7608
Las Vegas Avicultural Society

| NEW MEXICO

State coordinator:

Steven Schwartz (505) 298-8065
New Mexico Bird Club

UTAH

State coordinator:

Rex Kennedy (801) 571-6183
Avicultural Society of Utah
Utah Pheasant Society

WYOMING
State coordinator:
-

Northern California
Region

Dick Dickinson, regional v.p.
(408) 248-1641

CALIFORNIA (NORTH)
State coordinator:

Joanne Abramson

(707) 964-4380

Antelope Valley Bird Society
Aviary Association of Kern

position.

Avicultural Association of
San Francisco
Butte County Bird Club
Capitol City Bird Society
Central California Avian Soclety
Central Coast Avicultural Society
Coastal Avian Society
Contra Costa Avian Society
Foothill Bird Fanciers
Golden Gate Avian Society
Redwood Exotic Bird Society
Santa Clara Vatley Canary &
Exotic Bird Club
Westem Bird Breeders Society

HAWAII
State coordinator:

Southern California
Region

Aletta M. Long, regional v.p.
{213) 596-7429

CALIFORNIA (SOUTHERN)

SAN DIEGO AREA:

State coordinator:

Mike Morrison (619) 466-4999

Finch Society of San Diego County

Hookbilt Hobbyists of Southern
Califomia

North County Aviculturists

San Diego County Bird Breeders
Assoclation

San Diego County Canary Club

CALIFORNIA (SOUTHERN)

LOS ANGELES AREA:

State coordinator:

Jami Kennedy (805) 296-4451

California Game Breeders
Association

Golden West Game Breeders and
Bird Club

Hi Desert Bird Club

Long Beach Bird Breeders

. Norco Valley Bird Breeders

Orange County Bird Breeders
Santa Barbara Bird Club
South Bay Bird Club

Valley of Paradise Bird Ciub
West Valley Bird Society

* Position open — contact regional vice president if interested
** Indicates 2 year term has been fulfilled. If no new interested party
comes forward and indicates a desire to serve, incumbent remains in

l Forinformation about contacting any of these member clubs,
‘ please call that club’s state coordinator.

SCHEDULE FOR
AFA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS

Mark these dates and plan to attend!

WINTER REGIONAL MEETING

February 8, 9, 10, 1991
Albuquerque Hilton Hotel
Albuquerque, New Mexico

SPRING BOARD MEETING
May 17, 18, 19, 1991
Minneapolis, Minnesota

SUMMER ANNUAL CONVENTION
“The Magic of Blrds”
August 6 - 12, 1991
Red Lion Hotel
San Diego, California
Plan your summer vacation here!
Visit the San Diego Zoo and Sea World.

breeding the

Chestnut-capped Ground Thrush

at the Lowry Park Zoological Garden

(Zoothera interpres)

by C. Lex Salisbury, general curator
Lowry Park Zoological Garden
Tampa, Florida

On January 8, 1988, a pair of
Chestnut-capped Ground Thrush,
Zoothera interpres, was purchased by
the Lowry Park Zoo from a private
bird importer in Tampa, Florida. The
birds were wild-caught in Malaysia
and were of unknown age when
received by our zoo.

Natural History Notes

The Chestnut-capped Ground
Thrush, a bird of about six inches in
length and of distinctive coloration,
is found throughout Malaysia and is a
resident in the Bornean lowlands.
This bird is quite rare and field notes
indicate that it is shy and retiring
(Smythies, 1960).

Captive Facilities

Laporoscopy determined our pair
to be a male and a female. The pair,
after passing through the zoo’s one
month quarantine, were housed in 2
wood framed entrance aviary in front
of the zoo’s one-half acre free flight
aviary. This flight also housed 1.1
Gouldian Finch, Chloebia gouldiae;
1.1 Roul Roul, Rollulus roulroul; 1.1
Leclancher’s Bunting, Passerina
leclancherii; 1.0 Red-legged Honey-
creeper, Cyanerpes cyaneus; and 1.1
Blue-tongued Skink, Tiligua scin-
coides; 0.0.4 Radiated Tortoise, Geo-
chelone radiata. Two sides and the
top of this 3’ wide by 10’ long by 8’
high outdoor flight are of 1/2” PVC
coated hardware cloth with plexiglas
viewing panels. The ends of the
aviary are stud wall construction with
T1-11 plywood interior cladding.
Composition of floor is dirt with
plantings of ficus, bamboo, brome-
liads and liriope. One infrared strip
heater (4’ long) is fixed in a corner of
the aviary and turned on when out-
side temperatures drop below about
45°F.

Courtship, Breeding
and Incubation
The birds were together 21 months
before laying the blotched reddish

brown on pale grey egg that would
become their first viable chick.
(Please see the clutch chart for egg
data.) The birds engaged in frequent
mutual vocalizations (singing) and
associated head moving behaviors but
no other obvious courtship displays
were noted. Four clutches were laid
with 2, 2, 3 and 3 eggs, respectively
noted. Nesting occurred from May
through September. All eggs in all
clutches were fertile, and both
parents incubated the eggs. A 1/2”
welded-wire cup placed in the crotch
of a 6’ ficus tree, about three feet
above grade, was chosen as the nest
site and was filled with primarily
long-leafed pine needles. Two nest
sites were made available for this spe-
cies. Perches were of natural wood,
dried grape vines and the tree species
previously mentioned. After three
unsuccessful attempts at parent-
rearing this species, the fourth clutch
of three eggs was pulled on October
1, 1989 for artificial incubation. All
eggs hatched, with two young expir-
ing at two days, the third and last
chick, however, successfully being
hand-raised and surviving to this day
(now a surgically-sexed male).

Diet

A commercial diet of Zeigler Soft-
bill and Ziegler Bird of Paradise was
fed the parent birds along with
greens, fruit, nectar, crickets and
mealworms. At least four different
attendants serviced this exhibit and
500,000 to 700,000 people per year
passed within three feet of the nest-
ing site. Water was available in a four-
inch deep cement pond with a sur-
face area of about two square feet.

The hand-rearing diet, consisting
of finely chopped pink mice soaked
in Emeraid vitamin solution, was fed
with forceps for the first four days,
initially at two hour intervals. On the
fourth day, chopped pinks dipped in
Gerber’s Garden Green Vegetables
(baby food) were fed. By day ten, soft
fruits were added and the mixture
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The oung Chestnut-capped Ground Thrush is drab by color

comparison to bis parents, but is an eager eater.
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This young Chestnut-capped Ground Thrush was hatched and
successfully reared at the Lowry park Zoo in Tampa, Florida. This

| fully fledged chick was batched on Oct. 11, 1989 and is believed
" tobea U.S. first breeding.
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) o The Chestnut-capped Ground Thrush builds an open
This is the large, planted flight of the breeding pair of cupped, natural nest and both parents participate in
Chestnut-capped Ground Thrushes at the Lowry Park Zoo. incubating the eggs.
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was 50 pecent fruit/vegetable and 50
percent animal protein. The fre-
quency of feeding was gradually
reduced and amount per feeding
increased appropriate with the
chick’s growth.

Significance of Breeding

We believe that this hand-reared
chick represents the first U.S. captive
breeding of this interesting insectiv-
orous/frugivorous passerine. It is
noteworthy that the Chestnut-capped
Ground Thrush chick is now quite
retiring in spite of being hand-reared.

An additional two wild-caught
male Chestnut-capped Ground
Thrushes were placed in the one-half
acre freeflight aviary in 1988. These
individuals were observed to be quite
timid. Both males were killed by a
male Magpie Robin (Copsychus sau-
laris). An interesting note is both this
species and the Magpie Robin have a
white band on the upper wing covert.
The flash of this wing band appeared
to enrage the more aggressive Magpie
Robin, leading to thrashings of the
latter species.

Growth Data
Date Age Weight
(days) (grams)
10-11-89 1 3.5
10-12-89 2 4.7
10-13-89 3 5.6
10-17-89 7 17.4 (1)
10-18-89 8 26.3
10-22-89 12 35.9
10-25-89 15 26.8(2)
10-26-89 16 27.3
10-27-89 17 26.7
10-28-89 18 29.8
10-29-89 19 31.2
10-30-89 20 32.7
10-31-89 21 34.5
11-01-89 22 34.9
11-02-89 23 34.6
11-03-89 24 38.0
11-04-89 25 36.9
11-05-89 26 40.1
11-06-89 27 37.9
11-07-89 28 39.6 (3)
11-08-89 29 41.7
11-10-89 31 42.1
11-12-89 32 433
11-13-89 33 45.1
(1) Eyes open

(2) Beginning to take food off forceps
(3) Independently feeding

The 1990 breeding season is now
well underway and our goal this sea-
son is to raise parent-reared chicks. It
is well demonstrated that many avian
species do better at parent-rearing in
successive clutches and we hope our
breeding pair will begin to raise their
own young.
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as well as all members of the Lowry Park Zoo
Aviculture Department. Without this support,
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CLUTCH CHART
There were four clutches. See below for details:

Date of Clutch

First Egg Size Result
Clutch1  5-28-89 2 Kicked out two young at 24 hours.
Clutch2  6-20-89 2 Kicked out young at 12 hours.
Clutch3  8-17-89 3 Kicked out eggs on 8-22-89.
Clutch4  9-28-89 3 All eggs pulled on 10-1-89 and artificially

incubated. Two young died at two days.
One surviving to present time (2-12-90).

We tried this species in the one-half acre freeflight aviary but 2.0 were killed by a male Magpie
Robin (Copsychus saularis). An interesting note is both this species and the Magpie Robin have a
white wing band on upper wing coverts.

Scientific Symbols of Gender

0.1 =female
1.1 = male/female pair

0.0.1 =unknown
1.0 =male

Pure, natural, and cleaned. ..

finest cuttlebone available!

small 6”-7” « medium 7”-10” ¢ jumbo 10”-13” ¢ mixed sizes

CUTTLEBONE-PLU

51ibs. at $3.90 perlb. =$19.50
101bs. at $3.00 perlb. = $30.00
All orders prepaid and shipped freight collect

weaorectne AVICO Q...

Lory and Softbill Diets ;
3lbs. $13.90
LORY LIFE 5 o<, $25.50
31bs. $35.00
LORY LIFE NECTAR 5 ics. 367 50
Also other softbill diets available.
with addition of fresh fruits, these are complete diets.

mesinovacas OPRAY MILLET ® <228
SOAK & COOK for parrots o

CUTTLEBONE PLUS - :a,d

644 S. Isis Ave., Dept. A, Inglewood, CA 90301

Minimum
order51bs.)

" Dedler
and
Breeder
Prices
vailable

(213) 776-6486

Dick Schroeder
breeder of softbills, rare lories, and pet parrots

Orders Only (800) 747-9878 o FAX (213) 348-0011
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