Vogelpark Walsrode
Places Spix’s Macaw
in Breeding Program

by Steffen Patzwahl, Curator
Vogelpark, Walsrode, Germany

Editor’s Note: The following arti-
cle is an example of the cooperation
between two facilities which benefits
a very rare species in both captivity
and in the wild. The placement of a
single bird (as in this case, the Spix’s
Macaw) into a breeding situation in
hopes of enhancing the species’ long
term survival must be commended.
We congratulate Vogelpark Walsrode
and its director, Mr. Wolf W. Brebm,
JSor their foresight and unselfish work
in this project.

Situated between Hannover and
Hamburg, Walsrode is a small town in
northern Germany. This town is also
well known to bird lovers and orni-
thologists as having the world’s
largest birdpark.

About 900 species of birds and
approximately 5,000 specimens live
in Vogelpark Walsrode in aviaries,
open pens, sheltered houses and
walk-through aviaries. The park is
open during summer (from March to
November) and is visited by more
than a million visitors per year.

It’s about a three mile walk to tour
the length of the park’s unique land-
scaping, which includes a collection
of more than 3,000 rhododendrons
and azaleas. The park began as a
private collection of waterfowl and

With a unique spirit of cooperation, Vogelpark Walsrode in
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West Germany sent its lone Spix’s Macaw to Brazil to hopefully
breed successfully with another bird beld there by an avicultur-
ist. The Spix’s Macaw is the world’s rarest macaw.

pheasants about 30 years ago and is
still in private hands.

For breeding purposes and for
scientific research, Walsrode also
runs two breeding centers, one in the
Caribbean for parrots and the other
on Mallorca (an island in the Mediter-
ranean) for subtropical and tropical
birds.

The Vogelpark Walsrode s the world’s largest birdpark. Located in the nortbern rt .

of West Germany, it is noted for its beautiful grounds with thousands of flowers

blooming in the springtime.
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Concerning conservation projects
for endangered and threatened birds,
the Brehm Fund for International
Bird Conservation (initiated by Vogel-
park’s director, Mr. Wolf W. Brehm)
has now been active for more than
ten years. This fund concentrates on
several endangered species of birds
around the world, including the
Nippon Ibis (Nipponia nippon)
which is the fund’s symbol, Eastern
Sarus Crane (Grus antigone sharpii),
Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus),
Eastern White Stork (Ciconia boy-
ciana), Pink Pigeon (Nesoenas
mayeri) and many more.

Every year, several groups of scien-
tists come to Walsrode for intensive
training projects. These include the
keeping, breeding and handraising of
many delicate and endangered birds.
In addition to the several world’s-first
breedings done at Walsrode, there is
also a large number of birds being
successfully raised at the other breed-
ing stations already mentioned. These
breeding stations, however, are not
open to the public.

Close cooperation exists between
other governments and Walsrode
concerning several important breed-

Ing programs. Continued on page 7
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AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVIGULTURE

Dedicated to conservation of bird wildlife through encouragement of captive breeding programs, scientific research, and education of the general public.
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JERI WRIGHT, 2nd Vice President (206) 838-9802
LINDA SUN, Executive Secretary (714) 688-4907

Northeastern Region

Paul Gildersleevs, regional v. p.
(516) 922-1169

CONNECTICUT

State coordinator:

Gustave Seeharst (203) 745-3697

Connecticut Association for
Aviculture, Inc.

New England Finch Fanciers

MAINE

State coordinator:

Sheryl L. Adams (207) 727-5633
Maine State Caged Bird Society

MASSACHUSETTS

State coordinator:

Dennise Cabral (508) 586-3293

Berkshire Cage Bird Friends
Unlimited

Boston Cockatiel Society, Inc.

Boston Society for Aviculture, Inc.

Exotic Cage Bird Society of
New England

Massachusetts Cage Bird
Association, Inc.

Westem New England Cage Bird

NEW HAMPSHIRE
State coordinator:

Birds of a Feather Avicultural Society
New Hampshire Avicultural Society
Northeastem Avicultural Society

NEW YORK

State coordinator:

Barbara Heck (518) 766-2778

Broome County Caged Bird Club

Buffalo Hookbill Association

Finger Lakes Cage Bird Association

Greater Rochester Hookbill
Association

RHODE ISLAND
State coordinator:

VERMONT
State coordinator:
Peter Lowry (802) 754-6494

Mid-Atlantic Region

Dick Ivy, regional vice pres.
(804) 898-5090

DELAWARE
State coordinator:
Nancy Selz (302) 798-8625

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

State coordinator:

Thomas Marshall (703) 318-8438
National Capitoi Bird Club

MARYLAND

State coordinator:

Brad Clark (301) 242-8471
Baltimore Bird Fanclers, Inc.
Del-Mar-Va Cage Bird Club
Maryland Cage Bird Society, Inc.

NEW JERSEY

State coordinator:

Vicki Clark (609) 395-7208
South Jersey Bird Club

The Real Macaw

PENNSYLVANIA

State coordinator:

Kristine Kroner {215) 628-4143
Anthracite Bird Club

Central Pennsylvania Cage Bird Club
Chester County Bird Breeders
Delaware Valley Bird Club

Erie Cage Bird Club

Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society
Philadelphia Avicultural Society
Tri-County Bird Ciub

VIRGINIA

State coordinator:

Dawn Kopf (703) 368-1660
Commonwealth Aviculture Society
Parrot Breeders Association
Peninsula Caged Bird Society
Tri-State Bird Club & Foundation

WEST VIRGINIA

State coordinator:

Southeastern Region

Wilford Pace, regional vice pres.
(601) 781-2364

ALABAMA

State coordinator:

Charles Reaves (205) 892-0015

Alabama Budgerigar and Cockatiel

Bird Club of Greater Birmingham

Bi-state Avicultural Association

Central Alabama Aviculture Society

Southeastemn Aviculturist
Association

FLORIDA (NORTH)

State coordinator:

Cal Kimura (407) 892-7661

Central Florida Bird Breeders
Association

Exotic Bird Club of Florida

Gainsville Bird Fanciers

Gulf Coast Bird Club

Imperial Bird Club

Panhandle Aviculture Society

Southwest Florida Bird Club

Sunshine State Cage Bird
Society, Inc.

West Florida Avian Society, inc.

FLORIDA (SOUTH)

State coordinator:

Tom Ireland (407) 968-4214

Aviary & Cage Bird Society of
South Florida

Gold Coast Exotic Bird Club

Greater Brandon Avian Society

Lemon Bay Bird Club

Miami Parrot Club, Inc.

Suncoast Avian Society

Tropical Cockatiei Club

MEMBER CLUBS

GEORGIA

State coordinator:

Mimi Shepherd, DVM
(404) 248-8977

KENTUCKY

State coordinator:

Thomas B. Angel, Jr., DVM **
(606) 371-4929

Kentuckiana Bird Society

MISSISSIPPI
State coordinator:
Jerry Pace (601) 781-2364

NORTH CAROLINA

State coordinator:

Bob Beech (919) 855-8292

Charlotte Metrolina Cage Bird
Society

Raleigh-Durham Caged Bird Society

Smoky Mountain Cage Bird Society

Triad Exotic Bird Club

PUERTORICO
Coordinator:
David Negron (809) 251-1153

SOUTH CAROLINA

State coordinator:

Ted Stephans (803) 279-3374
South Carolina Bird Buddies

TENNESSEE

State coordinator:

Richard Porter, MD (901) 386-1625
Greater Memphis Bird Club

Middle Tennessee Cage Bird Club
Tennessee Valley Caged Bird Club

VIRGIN ISLANDS
State coordinator:

Mid-Eastern Region

Boh Smith, regional v.p.
(517) 764-5170

ILLINOIS

State coordinator:

Bonnie Doane (708) 223-2117
Avian Insights Bird Club
Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club
lini Bird Fanciers

Northern l{linois Parrot Society
Springfield Pet Bird Club

INDIANA

State coordinator:

Nicole Vander Heyden, DVM
(317) 786-1826

Central Indiana Cage Bird

MICHIGAN

State coordinator:

Jane Stuart (313) 453-3465

Ann Arbor Cage Bird Club

Great Lakes Avicultural Society
Lansing Caged Bird Club
Mid-Michigan Bird Club

Motor City Bird Breeders, Inc.
Town & Countty Feathered Friends

OHIO
State coordinator:
John Wathen (614) 965-2667
Avicultural Society of
Greater Cincinnati
Cleveland Cage Bird Society
Golden Crescent Cage Bird Club
Mid-American Exotic Bird
Society, Inc.
Northwest Ohio Exotic Bird Club

WISCONSIN

State coordinator:

David Bluma (414) 554-8432
Avian Insights Bird Club
Kenosha Exotic Bird Club
Milwaukee Bird Society, Ltd.
Wisconsin Cage Bird Club, Inc.

North Central Region

James McCabe, regional vice pres.
(612) 753-5241

10WA

State coordinator:

Randy Karg (712) 542-4190
Mid-America Cage Bird Society

MINNESOTA

State coordinator:

Steve Estebo (612) 432-4758

Minnesota Companion Bird
Association

NEBRASKA

State coordinator:

Father John Glaves (402) 729-2058
Greater Omaha Cage 8ird Society

NORTH DAKOTA

State coordinator:

Christine Bjerke (701) 241-9742
North Dakota Feather and Fur Club

SOUTH DAKOTA

State coordinator:

Royce King (605) 393-1720
Black Hills Cage Bird Club

South Central Region

Paddy Lambert, regional vice pres.
(314) 962-8186

ARKANSAS
State coordinator:
Carol Hoerres (501) 839-2948

KANSAS

State coordinator:

Hal Prester (316) 788-4505 **
Kansas Avicultural Society, Inc.

LOUISIANA

State coordinator:

Gene Broussard (318) 233-9993
Gulf South Bird Club, Inc.
Southwest Louisiana Bird Club

MISSOURI

State coordinator:

Walter C. Crawford (314) 938-6193

Gateway Parrot Club

Greater Kansas City Avicultural
Society

Missouri Cage Bird Association

OKLAHOMA

State coordinator:

Richard Bewley, (918) 369-2580
Bird Fanciers of Oklahoma
Oklahoma Cage Bird Society

TEXAS (NORTH)

State coordinator:

Tom Squyres {817) 244-4126
Dailas Cage Bird Society

Fort Worth Bird Club

Plano Exotic Birds

TEXAS (SOUTH)

State coordinator:

Daniel Gonzalez (512) 399-6464
Alamo Exhibition Bird Club
Avicultural Council of Texas
Parrot People

Northwestern Region

Ron Sweere, regional vice pres.
(503) 324-2473

ALASKA
State coordinator:
Jim Bauman (307) 344-0623 **

IDAHO
State coordinator:
Arnold Davis (208) 775-3609

MONTANA
State coordinator:
Fred Frey (406) 549-0530

OREGON

State coordinator:

Ron Sweere (503) 324-2473
Cascade Canary Breeders Assoc.
Emeraid Exotic Bird Club
Northwest Bird Club

Rose City Exotic Bird Ciub

WASHINGTON

State coordinator:

Natalie Weiss (206) 927-6983

Jeri Wright, legislative liaison
(206) 838-9802

Avicultural Society of Puget Sound

Cascade Canary Breeders
Association

Fine Feathered Friends

Greater Spokane Avicultural Society

Northwest Exotic Bird Society

South Sound Exotic Bird Society

Washington Budgerigar Society, Inc.
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Western Region

Gary Clifton, regional vice pres.
(602) 846-1304

ARIZONA

State coordinator:

Steve McNabb (602) 992-4483

Arizona Avian Breeders Assoc.
Arizona Aviculture Society

& Arizona Budgerigar Society

i Arizona Seed Crackers Society
; Avicultural Society of Tucson

¢ L.O.O.N.Y. Central

r Turkey Flats LO.O.N.Y.

Yuma Imperial Exotic Bird Club

COLORADO

State coordinator:

Jolynn Chappell {303) 223-7280

Colorado Cage Bird Association

Front Range Avian Society

Rocky Mountain Society of
Aviculture, Inc.

NEVADA

State coordinator:

Robert Gibson (702) 645-7608
Las Vegas Avicultural Society

NEW MEXICO

State coordinator:

Steven Schwartz (505) 298-8065
New Mexico Bird Club

UTAH

State coordinator:

Rex Kennedy (801) 571-6183
Avicultural Society of Utah
Utah Pheasant Society

WYOMING
State coordinator:

Northern California
Region

Dick Dickinson, regional v.p.
(408) 248-1641

CALIFORNIA (NORTH)
State coordinator:
Joanne Abramson

(707) 964-4380
Antelope Valley Bird Society
Aviary Association of Kern

Avicultural Association of
San Francisco
Butte County Bird Club
Capitol City Bird Society
Central California Avian Society
Central Coast Avicultural Society
Coastal Avian Society
Contra Costa Avian Society
Foothill Bird Fanciers
Golden Gate Avian Society
Monterey Bay Cage Bird Club
Redwood Exotic Bird Society
Santa Clara Valley Canary &
Exotic Bird Club
Westem Bird Breeders Society

HAWAII

State coordinator:

Robin Haeffner-Matos
(808)528-2194

Southern California
Region

Aletta M. Long, regional v.p.
(213) 596-7429

CALIFORNIA (SOUTHERN)

SAN DIEGO AREA:

State coordinator:

Mike Morrison (619) 466-4999

Finch Society of San Diego County

Hookbill Hobbyists of Southern
California

North County Aviculturists

San Diego County Bird Breeders
Association

San Diego County Canary Club

CALIFORNIA (SOUTHERN)

LOS ANGELES AREA:

State coordinator:

Jami Kennedy (805) 296-4451

California Game Breeders
Association

Golden West Game Breeders and
Bird Club

Hi Desert Bird Club

Long Beach Bird Breeders

Norco Valley Bird Breeders

Orange County Bird Breeders

Santa Barbara Bird Club

South Bay Bird Club

Valley of Paradise Bird Club

West Valley Bird Society

* Position open — contact regional vice president if interested
** Indicates 2 year term has been fulfilled. If no new interested party
comes forward and indicates a desire to serve, incumbent remains in

position.

For information about contacting any of these member clubs,
: please call that club’s state coordinator.

SCHEDULE FOR
AFA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS
. Mark these dates and plan to attend!

SUMMER ANNUAL CONVENTION
“The Magic of Birds”
August 6 - 11, 1991
Red Lion Hotel
San Diego, California
Plan your summer vacation here!
Visit the San Diego Zoo and Sea World.

For the first time outside of China,
the Eastern White Storks were bred in
Walsrode. This program was achieved
with the aid of the Russian govern-
ment. The earlier mentioned Pink
Pigeons were given to Walsrode by
the government of Mauritius and can
be seen by visitors to the park. The
Black-necked Crane (Grus nigri-
collis) was bred at Walsrode in 1990,
the first time in any western country.
This crane is one of the 19 species of
cranes now living in the Vogelpark.

A bird-cage museum inside the
park shows an incredible variety of
cages from four centuries. This
unique collection is shown in an old,
renovated farm house dating back
to1717.

For those who want to visit the
park, it is best if you can stay for sev-
eral days. It takes this long to really
see everything in the world’s largest
birdpark.

A Spix’s Macaw Returns Home
(Cyanopsitta spixii)

One specimen of the world’s rarest
macaw, the Spix’s Macaw, returned
back home to Brazil on October 18,
1990 with the help of the German air-
line Lufthansa. This is, hopefully, the
beginning of a successful breeding
program set up to save this unique
parrot from extinction.

The species was discovered in 1819
and has since remained a rarely
encountered and poorly known bird.
Very few sightings have been made of
this blue macaw in the arid regions in
the Brazilian states of Piaui, Goias,
Bahia and Maranhao. After a search in
the mid-1980s by the Swiss ornitho-
logist Paul Roth, it turned out that
these birds only survived in one
region. This single site was exploited
until 1988 by trappers offering the
birds for sale all over the world. As of
today, only one bird is known to be
left in the wild in northeastern Brazil.
Besides the trapping of these birds, it
is also clear that other factors such as
killer bees and the hunting of the bird
for food by the local inhabitants had
led to the rapid decline of the Spix’s
Macaw. It is also clear that this species
was never very numerous in the wild
in the first place.

The Situation in Captivity
About 20 Spix’s Macaws are known
to exist today but evidence has now
come to light that there are certain
other (illegal) specimens scattered all
over the world. The main goal now
should be to concentrate on those

birds, now owned by aviculturists
who are willing to participate in a
cooperative breeding program. In
1988, at the 2nd International Parrot
Conference in Curitiba, Brazil,
attempts were made with some suc-
cess to get at least some of the holders
of the Spix’s Macaw to cooperate. The
International Recovery Committee
for Cyanopsitta spixii was created to
work on the rescue of this species.
The known birds have to be sexed,
and so far this has not been com-
pleted. Attempts now have to begin to
pair up all the single birds.

Vogelpark Walsrode, holding a
single male bird estimated to be about
20 years of age, immediately started
to contact the other involved parties
in order to find a partner for this
healthy macaw.

An aviculturist in Brazil was soon
found who had a female bird in his
collection. He also was looking for a
mate for his bird, but had so far not
been successful. IBAMA, the environ-
mental agency of Brazil, was con-
tacted by both parties for permits to
bring these two single birds together.

There were several reasons to send
the lone male (named ‘‘Pele’’ after the
world famous Brazilian soccer player)
to Brazil. The most obvious reason
was that the Brazilian climate is so
much more favorable than the climate
in Germany. Also, the female, named
““Pic-Pic’’, had already laid several
clutches of eggs in the past. They
were, of course, all infertile as there
was no partner available to her during
this time.

The Actual Transfer

After all the paperwork was in
order and the governments of
Germany and Brazil had been in-
formed about this transaction, Pele,
accompanied by Steffen Putzwahl,
curator at Walsrode, was sent on his
long journey home. The International
Recovery Committee was updated on
all these transactions.

After a 16-hour flight, the Luft-
hansa plane arrived in Brazil. Cus-
toms and veterinary inspection were
cleared in a very short time as every-
one had already been informed about
the return of this unique bird. Five TV
teams and several newspaper journal-
ists then followed to witness the
“hello”’ of these two birds. The two
birds would be separated by a fence
for several days to ensure their
compatability. Later, they would
meet personally in a more intimate
atmosphere. ®
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