
(Lagonosticta virata)

taining two four-foot Vita-lite tubes
placed directly on top.
These birds are kept in our "grass­

land" room at approximately 80°F,
where the air is quite dry. One pair
began building after about three
months in a tussock of grass, con­
structing a small rounded nest with a
side entrance. Building materials con­
sisted of dried grasses and strands of
burlap. In subsequent nestings, a
small wicker basket was also ac­
cepted. The pair was encouraged to
breed by providing them with small,
molted mealworms.

About mid-February 1991, three
eggs were laid. This was later proven
to be their average clutch size. Incu­
bation was the average length for
Estrildids - around 12 days - and
was performed by both cock and
hen. These birds raised their own
babies for approximately one week.
One chick was found dead in the cor­
ner of the flight, its abdomen ripped
in quite a violent manner. The
remaining two chicks were removed
from the nest and placed in an Ani-

This flight cage, fourfeet long, two feet wide and three
feet high, serves as a successful homefor onepair of

Kulikoro finch. Ample tussocks ofdried g1·asS and
natu1~albranches are provided.

Breeding the

Kulikoro Firefinch

This is one of those rare birds
which is seldom imported. In ship­
ments of firefinches from West
Africa, hundreds of birds must be
hand-sorted with the hope of locat­
ing one or two individuals. The long
term goal, of course, is to assemble a
small breeding colony.

This bird superficially resembles
the Dark Firefinch (Lagonosticta
rubricata), but can be easily identi­
fied by the second primary feather
which, in the Kulikoro is not emar­
ginated on the inner web. Also, the
Kulikoro tends to have a more glow­
ing red, and the sexes are less visually
dimorphic. To give a size reference,
this bird is approximately twice the
size of the most familiar species, the
Senegal, or Red-billed, Firefinch
(Lagonosticta senegal).

We have two sexed pairs, each pair
kept in their own individual flight,
four feet long by two feet wide by
three feet high. These are generously
furnished with tussocks of dried
grass and natural branch perches.
Each flight has a shop fixture con-

by Carol Anne Calvin and Stash Buckley
Magnolia, New Jersey

Kulik01·0 hen, adult.

Kilukoro cock, adult.

4 August/ September 1991





AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE
Dedicated to conservation ofbird wildlife through encouragement of captive breeding programs, scientific research, and education of the general public.

1991 OFFICERS
JACK CLiNTON-EITNIEAR, President (512) 828-5306

CHUCK SAFFELL, 1st Vice President (813) 722-0997 JERI WRIGHT, 2nd Vice President (206) 838-9802
VICKI FLETCHER, ChiefFinancial Officer(206) 841-2705 LINDA SUN, Executive SecretaI}' (714) 688-4907

LEGAL COUNSEL VICE PRESIDENT • LEGISLATIVE
AFA office, P.O. Box 56218, Phoenix, AZ 85079-62181 (602) 484-09311 FAX (602) 484-0109

MEMBER NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
Amazona Society • American Cockatiel Society, Inc.• American BUdgerigar Society, Inc.• Avicultural Society of America

International Aviculturists Society • International Dove Society • International Loriidae Society • International Soflbili Society
National Cockatiel Society • Nationai Finch & Soflbili Society • National Parrot Association • Society of Parrot Breeders and Exhibitors

MEMBER CLUBS
Northeastern Region NEW JERSEY GEORGIA OHIO LOUISIANA
Paul Gildersleeve, regional v. p.

Stale coordinator: State coonlinator: Slale coonlinator: Slate coordinalor:
Vicki Clark (609) 395-7208 Mimi Shephenl, DVM John Wathen (614) 965-2667 Gene Broussard (318) 261-1290(516) 922-1169 South Jersey Bird Club (404) 248-8977 Cleveland Cage Bird Society Gulf South Bird Club,lnc.

CONNECTICUT PENNSYLVANIA KENTUCKY Golden Crescent Cage Bird Club Southwest Louisiana Bird Club
Slale coordinalor: Slate coordinator: Siale coonlinalor: Mid-American Exotic Bird MISSOURIGuslave Seehorsl (203) 745-3697 Krisline Kroner (215) 628-4143 Thomas B. Angel, Jr., DVM" Society, Inc. Slale coordinator:
Connecticut Association for Anthracite Bird Club (606) 371-4929 Northwest Ohio Exotic Bird Club Waller C. Crawford (314) 938-6193Aviculture, Inc. Central Pennsylvania Cage Bird Club Kentuckiana Bi rd Society WISCONSIN Gateway Parrot Club
MAINE Delaware Valiey Bird Club MISSISSIPPI Siale coordinalor: Greater Kansas City Avicultural
State coordi nator: Erie Cage Bird Club State coonlinator: David Bluma (414) 554-8432 Society
Sheryl L. Adams (207) 727-5633 Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society Jerry Pace (601) 781-2364 Avian Insights Bird Club Missouri Cage Bird Association
Maine State Caged Bird Society Philadelphia Aviculturai Society Kenosha Exotic Bird Club OKLAHOMA
MASSACHUSmS Tri-County Bird Club NORTH CAROLINA Milwaukee Bird Society, LId. State coordinator:
Slale coordi nalor: VIRGINIA Siale coonlinalor: Wisconsin Cage Bird Club, Inc.

Richanl Bewley, (918) 369-2580Bob Beech (919) 855-8292
Dennise Cabral (508) 586-3293 Slale coordinalor: Charlotle Metrolina Cage Bird Oklahoma Cage Bird Society
Berkshire Cage Bird Friends Dawn Kopf (703) 368-1660 Society North Central Region TEXAS (NORTH)Unlimited Blue Ridge Caged Bird Society Raleigh-Durham Caged Bird Society Stale coordinalor:Boston Cockatiel Society, Inc. Commonweailh Aviculture Society Triad Exotic Bird Club James McCabe, regional vice pres. Tom Squyres (817) 244-4126Boston Society for Aviculture, Inc. Parrot Breeders Association (612) 753-5241 Dallas Cage Bird SocietyExotic Cage Bird Society of Peninsula Caged Bird Society PUERTO RICO

New England Tri-State Bird Club & Foundation Coonlinator: IOWA Fort Worth Bird Club
Siale coordinator: Plano Exotic BirdsMassachusetts Cage Bird WEST VIRGINIA David Negron (809) 251-1153
Randy Karg (712) 542-4190Association, Inc. Slale coordinalor: SOUTH CAROLINA TEXAS (SOUTH)

Western New England Cage Bird State coonlinator:
Mid-America Cage Bird Society State coordinator:

NEW HAMPSHIRE Ted Stephens (803) 279-3374 MINNESOTA Daniel Gonzalez (512) 399-6464
State coordinalor: Alamo Exhibition Bird ClubState coordinalor:

Southeastern Region TENNESSEE Steve Estebo (612) 432-4758 Avicultural Council of Texas
Stale coonlinalor: Minnesota Companion BirdBirds of aFeather Avicultural Society

Willord Pace, regional vice pres. Richard Porter, MD (901) 386-1625 Association Northwestern RegionNew Hampshire Avicultural Society
Northeastern Avicultural Society (601) 781-2364 Greater Memphis Bird Club

NEBRASKA Ron Sweere, regional vice pres.Hookbilis of East Tennessee
NEW YORK ALABAMA Middle Tennessee Cage Bird Club Siale coordinator: (503) 324-2473
State coordinalor: State coonlinator: Tennessee Valiey Caged Bird Club Father John G1aves (402) 729-2058 ALASKA
Barbara Heck (518) 766-2778 Charles Reaves (205) 892-0015

VIRGIN ISLANDS
Greater Omaha Cage Bird Society

Slate coordinator:
Broome County Caged Bird Club Central Alabama Aviculture Society NORTH DAKOTA Jim Bauman (907) 344-0623 ••Slale coonlinalor:Buffalo Hookbili Association FLORIDA (NORTH) Slale coordinalor: IDAHOFinger Lakes Cage Bird Associalion State coordinator: Chrisline Bjerke (701) 241-9742
Greater Rochester Hookbili Cal Kimura (407) 892-7661 Mid·Eastern Region North Dakota Feather and Fur Club Slale coordinalor:

Association Central Florida Bird Breeders Arnold Davis (208) 775-3609
Association Bob Smith, regional V.p. SOUTH DAKOTA MONTANARHODE ISLAND Slate coordinalor:

State coordinator: Exotic Bird Club of Florida (517) 764-5170
Royce King (605) 393-1720 State coordinalor:

Galnsvilie Bird Fanciers ILLINOIS Fred Frey (406) 549-0530
Gulf Coast Bird Club

VERMONT Imperial Bird Club State coonlinator: OREGON
Slate coordinalor: Southwest Florida Bird Club Bonnie Doane (708) 223-2117 South Central Region Siale coordinalor:
Peter Lowry (802) 754-6494 Sunshine State Cage Bird Avian Insights Bird Club

Paddy Lambert, regional vice pres.
Ron Sweere (503) 324-2473

Society, Inc. Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club
(314) 962-8186 Cascade Canary Breeders Assoc.

lliini Bird Fanciers Emerald Exotic Bird Club
Mid·Atlantic Region West FloridaAvian Society, Inc.

Northern lilinois Parrot Society ARKANSAS Northwest Bird Club

Dick Ivy, regional vice pres.
FLORIDA (SOUTH) INDIANA Slate coordinator: Rose City Exotic Bird ClUb
Slale coordinalor: Carol Hoerres (501) 839-2948(804) 898-5090 Tom Ireland (407) 968-4214 Slate coonlinalor: WASHINGTON

DELAWARE Greater Brandon Avian Society Nicole Vander Heyden, DVM KANSAS Slale coordinator:

State coordinalor: Lemon Bay Bird Club (317) 786·1826 State coordinator: Nalalie Weiss (206) 927-6983

Nancy Selz (302) 798-8625 Suncoast Avian Society Central Indiana Cage Bird Hal Prester(316) 788·4505" Jeri Wright, legislaliveliaison
MICHIGAN Kansas Avicullural Society, Inc. (206) 838-9802

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA Slale coonlinalor: Avlcuilural Society of Puget Sound
Stale coordinator: Jane Stuart (313) 453-3465 Fine Feathered Friends
Thomas Marshall (703) 318-8438 Ann Arbor Cage Bird Club Greater Spokane AvicuiluraJ Society
National Capitol Bird Club Great Lakes Avicullural Society Northwest Exotic Bird Society

MARYLAND Mid-Michigan Bird Club South Sound Exotic Bird Society

Slate coordi nator: Motor City Bird Breeders, Inc. Washington Budgerigar Society,lnc.

Brad Clark (301) 242-8471 Town & Country Feathered Friends
Baltimore Bird Fanciers, Inc.
Maryland Cage Bird Society, Inc.

6 August/ September 1991



• Position open - contact regional vice president if interested
•• Indicates 2year term has been fulfilled. If no new interested party

comes forward and indicates adesire to serve, incumbent remains in
position.

For information about contacting any of these member clubs,
please call that club's state coordinator.

SCHEDULE FOR
AFA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS

Mark these dates and plan to attend!

SUMMER ANNUAL CONVENTION
"The Magic of Birds"
August 6 ·11,1991

Red Lion Hotel
San Diego, California

Plan your summer vacation here!
Visit the San Diego Zoo and Sea World.

We Buy Birds
We Shlp Birds

COMPLETE BIRD SUPPLIES

(714) 527-3387

Our 10th year
of providing the
finest in custom
designed aviaries
and bird cages.

Various Products include:
• Assembled stackable cages
• Large Indoor and Outdoor Aviaries
• Stackable Breeding Units
• Walk-in Flight Cages

Open 9 to 6 Closed Sun., Mon., Holidays

8990 Cerritos Ave.
Anaheim, Ca. 92804

Magnolia
Bira
Farm rA/Ph "f:-

\

The versatile framing system,
using 1" sq. molded nylon
connectors and 1" sq. aiumioum
or steel tubing, makes it simple
for you to create your own
custom-made aviary or bird cage.

[CCorners Umlled
424 HARRISON STREET
KALAMAZOO, MI 49007

[;I IFOR AFREE CATALOG CALL TODAY 1"1
1·800·456-6780

mal Intensive Care Unit where the
temperature was set at 88°F. These
were handfed every hour around the
clock, with the exception of 12 mid­
night to 5 A.M. They were fed with a
1 cc mono-ject syringe. Their diet
consisted of Roudybush Formula 3
which is made for handfeeding birds.
The chicks developed very rapidly
and the changes were noticeable
from day to day. As with all finches,
when the wing feathers had grown
enough to sufficiently cover the
back, we turned down the tempera­
ture one degree per day until we
reached 85°F. We also observed, as in
other finches, when the pin-feathers
on the head had opened, the diges­
tion rate slowed down dramatically.
Feeding was reduced to once every
hour and a half, with a safe break
period occurring between 12 mid­
night and 6 a.m. It was at about this
time that we introduced a young
Society Finch with clipped wings
into their cage. The Society's job was
to teach the Kulikoro chicks how to
be birds, but mainly how to feed
themselves. Also placed in the Inten­
sive Care Unit was a very shallow
water dish, finch seed and millet
spray.

These and all subsequent Kulikoro
chicks went through a strange partial
molt, namely an occasional red
feather kept popping up here and
there without any pattern. This hap­
pened before they were weaned
which, in this case, occurred on or
about April 2, 1991. We have found
that handfed chicks take longer to
wean than do either parent-raised or
fostered chicks.

The second pair also bred and we
experienced similar problems which
necessitated the need for handfeed­
ing. These birds had dark skinned
chicks which can be successfully
raised by Societies. However, as fate
would have it, we were working with
numerous dark skinned chicks at the
time and all of our appropriately
conditioned Societies had their nests
full. Thus, some handfeeding was
inevitable.

Due to the efforts of the World
Wildlife Fund, 1996 may be the end
of importation of wild-caught birds
used in the pet trade. Even though
birds can then be acquired by avicul­
turists for breeding purposes, we all
must work diligently with our
chosen species if we are able to have
these birds in the year 2000 and
beyond.•
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