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AFA Visits . . .

The Playboy Mansion

by Nancy Vigran
Studio City, California

Among other beautiful and exotic
creatures residing at the Playboy
Mansion live numerous avian species.
Located on approximately six acres
in the hills of West Los Angeles, the
Playboy Mansion is home to some
140 species of birds and mammals.

When Hugh Hefner moved to the
property in 1971, he developed a
park-like setting with an abundance
of trees including California Coastal
Redwoods and beautifully manicured
lawns. An avian-mammal collection
was started and in 1975 John Heston
came to work as managing super-
visor of the animal department. The
first thing John did was to sit down
inside of each aviary with a copy of
Bates’ and Busenbark’s Finches and
Softbilled Birds (one of the only
“‘softbill encyclopedias’ available at
that time) to identify each species
and then to determine the diets and
needs of the birds.

After working at the mansion for
over ten years, John wanted to test
the waters and diversify his life. With
a Bachelors Degree in Biology and a
Masters Degree in Education, he
obtained a job with the Los Angeles
Unified School District and has
worked as a biology instructor in
downtown Los Angeles for the past

four years. He currently teaches the
advanced placement students and
feels that this is quite a challenge.
Part of John’s time is now devoted to
his students but part is still devoted
to the animal life at the mansion. In
his ‘‘free’’ time, John drives to

Fresno, California (where he spent
his childhood) and works on the res-
toration of an old house.

Through the years, under the direc-
tion of Heston, the Playboy Mansion
aviaries have produced numerous
breeding softbills and psittacines.
One family with which there has
been tremendous success is the horn-
bills. Of the four species housed,
Yellow-billed (Tockus flavirostris),
Tarictic (Penelopides panini), Red-
billed (Tockus e. erythrorhynchus)
and Jackson’s (Tockus jacksoni),
young have been reared of all. The
greatest successes have been with
the Jackson’s and Yellow-billeds. Cur-
rently there is a very prolific pair of
Yellow-billeds set up in a large flight
measuring approximately 20’ x 20’ x
20’. The nest box they use measures
18’ h x 10” d x 15” w which is
elevated about 18 feet above the
ground. When nesting, the hen is
enclosed in her box by her mate for
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View inside Playboy Mansion’s greenhouse aviari
Teri, the wooley monkey, has lived at the
Playboy Mansion for 20 years.

View of the Hefner home and grounds with
roaming Crowned Crane and flamingo.
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Trio of Crowned Cranes
living at the Playboy Mansion.
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There has been success with the rearing of
Plush-crested Jays at the Playboy Mansion.
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Wood and Mandarin Ducks in their usual morning free flight around
the grounds.

P,
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Two Yellow- bzlled Hornbill chzcks Jjust after ﬂedgm g, ;
another success story around the Playboy Mansion. Playboy Mansion ‘‘bunnie’ enclosure.
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60 to 70 days during which period
she lays and incubates her eggs and
rears her young until the time they
are due to fledge. She then chips
away the mud-closed entrance for
herself and her young to emerge.
During this enclosure time, the male
is responsible for gathering all food
and delivering it to the hen and
young. If something should happen
to him, the hen and young would die.
This particular pair seems to produce
chicks year round, just having
fledged three young a few days prior
to my visit. Also housed in this com-
munity flight are Nicobar Pigeons,
Guinea Touracos, Silver Pheasants,
Plush-crested Jays, Plantain-eaters,
Crowned Pigeons and Chachalacas.
For more information on experiences
with rearing hornbills, please refer to
two articles written by John; ‘‘Hand-
rearing Southern Yellow-billed Hom-
bills” in the Aug/Sept 1983 issuec and
‘‘Captive Breeding and Management
of the Jackson’s Hornbill” in the
Feb/March 1989 issue of the AFA
Watchbird.

The diet provided for most of the
softbills at the mansion, including the
hornbills, consists of Wayne’s bite-
size dog kibble, chopped fruits
including papayas, bananas, melon,
grapes,.etc., and cooked vegetables
including carrots, corn, peas and
beans. Also offered is a dry food dish
including again the Wayne’s dog
food, a small amount of trout chow,
mynah pellets and raisins. Live food
offered includes crickets, meal-
worms and goldfish.

Deadline Schedule

Dec '91 / Jan '92
Oct. 1 — editorial copy
Oct. 15— display ADS

Feb / Mar '92
Featuring FINCHES
Dec. 1 — editorial copy
Dec. 15 —display ADS

Apr / May '92
Feb. 1 — editorial copy
Feb. 15 — display ADS

June / July '92
Featuring INCUBATION
April 1 — editorial copy
April 15— display ADS

Aug / Sept '92
June 1 — editorial copy
June 15 — display ADS

Oct / Nov '92
Featuring INCUBATION
Aug. 1 — editorial copy
Aug. 15— display ADS
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At the Playboy Mansion there has
also been great success with Guinea
Touracos with over 30 young having
been reared since 1980. Please refer
to the Dec/Jan 1987 issue of Watch-
bird for an article by John on this
species. Another more recent suc-
cess is the rearing of Plush-crested
Jays, not commonly accomplished in
captivity.

Other avian species kept at the
mansion include budgies and love-
birds to beautiful Crowned Cranes
and Blue-eared Pheasants, housed in
a variety of ways. The older flights
are in a greenhouse building which
has the appearance of a large cave.
Some of the flights are actually
imbedded in the walls with wire
fronts attached. Housed here is a
mixture of finches, canaries, weav-
ers, budgies, doves including Bleed-
ing Heart Doves, touracos and
Mapgie Jays. Also kept here are
lories, African Greys, Patagonian
Conures and Amazons. Other unique
features are the aquariums that have
been built into the walls. Skylights
were installed to provide sources of
natural sunlight.

Flamingos, cranes and pheasants
wander the grounds on their own
accord and there is a large flock of
free flight Wood and Mandarin
Ducks. Over 40 of these ducks have
been reared this year in forested
areas that provide nesting sites. Early
in the morning and at dusk many of
the ducks take to the air for a flight
around the mansion before settling in
for the day or night. Other waterfowl
kept include Pintails, Pochards and
Ringed Teal.

Many of the birds are kept in pairs,
often with the intent of them raising
their own young. Some of the hook-
bills have been acquired, as often
happens with zoos, from individuals
who for one reason or another can
no longer keep the birds as their
pets. Large psittacines are turned out
for the day on perches throughout
the grounds. Colorful macaws and
majestic cockatoos line the walk-
ways, often begging for attention
when someone comes by. The Play-
boy Mansion, just as any other resi-
dential home, is not removed from
potential neighbor complaints of
bird noise and the birds are attended
to any time a ruckus starts. These
daytime perched birds have evening
quarters in large, communal cages
within a temperature controlled envi-
ronment.

Also let out during the day is Teri, a

wooley monkey, who has lived at the
mansion for the past 20 years. She
has a large tree with a ladder built on
the trunk and all sorts of toys to play
with. Teri is not the only primate at
the mansion, as there is a breeding
colony of squirrel monkeys as well,
just adjacent to the flight containing
the producing hornbills.

There is a staff of seven people in
the animal department including
John'’s assistant head keeper Debbie
Abramovitch; Lisa Dunn, a licensed
animal health technician, and lead
keeper Ann Rosson. Each and every
animal, bird and, oh yes, reptile is
looked at daily and checked to assure
their well being. Mrs. Hefner has
taken up active involvement in the
welfare of the animals as well. The
staff is kept busy by predicted and
unpredicted events. Predicted events
include the usual daily care. The first
person to work in the morning sets
out on daily rounds to check for
normalcy and then the breakfast
preparation begins. As many avicul-
turists are well aware, any given day
can bring numerous unpredicted
events. On one particular day, a
female Wood Duck hatched out her
brood of eight ducklings. Her nest
was on a small island set within the
mansion’s swimming pool (not the
duck ponds)! She led her brood
down to the water and they all
hopped into the pool for their first
swimming lesson. The real problem
occurred because of the high sides of
the pool as opposed to a sloping hill.
The ducklings could not get out of
the water. Retrieving the new hatch-
lings before they became exhausted
and drowned was that day’s unpre-
dicted event!

Finally I do need to mention the
bunnies. Yes, there is an abundance
of ‘‘playboy bunnies’’ living on the
grounds; actually, probably 50 or
more. While some bunnies run free,
there is a bunny enclosure measuring
40’ in length by 15’ wide. The enclo-
sure has an abundance of artificial
rocks for the bunnies to hop/climb
with caves for sleeping in. The rest of
the floor area is lined with straw and
there are heat lamps along the
exterior to supply ample warmth.
Although well fed with pellets, grain,
hay, fruits and vegetables, the
bunnies keep their figures by getting
much exercise hopping around.
Needless to say, this enclosure and
these individuals are well looked
after and are of the utmost impor-
tance to the Playboy Mansion. @



YOU DESERVE MORE CREDIT
FOR BEING A MEMBER OF AFA.

That's just what you get with the American Federation of Aviculture Silver
MasterCard® card. This card provides more savings, more benefits, and
more services than just about any other credit card you may be carrying.
Don't you deserve this card?

ISSUED FREE of an annual fee the first year, and for just $20 each year thereafter.”

FREE COMPANION VISA® (upon request), both cards will access your
credit line for one low annual fee.

EXTRA CARD for a qualified family member at no additional cost.
HIGHER LINE OF CREDIT up to $5,000.

NO LIABILITY for lost or stolen cards - not even the $50 allowed
by law.

ROYALTIES ARE GENERATED FOR AFA with every purchase.

OUTSTANDING TRAVEL BENEFITS including Auto Rental Collision
Deductible Reimbursement, Travel Insurance, Emergency Cash and Airline Tickets,
Supplemental Lost Checked Luggage Protection and more -- all at no additional cost.

PEERLESS CUSTOMER SATISFACTION available 24-Hours a day, 365 days a year. 1-800-847-737 8: ext. 5000

Be sure to use the priority code when calling: CVTA

H ® Or, send the application below to:
You deserve 'he AFA Sl'ver Mus*ercard g MBNA America, P.0. Box 15464, Wilmington, DE 19885-9440

Simply call toll-free
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

ictions apply to fits. The summary o t card benefits accompa A

- MBNA America® and Preferred
Service Marks of MBNA America Bank, N.A. The account is issued and administ

ternational, Inc.

the credit card Preferred Access Checks® describes coverage terms, conditions and limitations

a Bank, N.A. MasterCard® is a federally registered Service Mark of MasterC:

PRIMARY APPLICANT SECTION (Please print)

. = 5 POSITION Ml O SR, WS =3
Y I | wish to apply for the AFA Silver MasterCard® card OVTA
€S2 \ith all the benefits described above. 16288 YEARSTHERE ANNUALINCOMES
OTHER INCOME* S = el 3
NAME AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON CARD SOURCE
. " / . *(Alimony, child support, or s;pa;tehair;tenance income need not be revealed if you}b}a(m;sh it
JLdC | | il W 2 ] el ) ol | 51 considered as a basis of repayment.)
FIRST MIDDLE INITIAL LAST PREVIOUSEMPLOYER AR
ADDRESS E- T3 A (If less than 3 years at current employment.)
PREVIOUS ADDRESS . ol
crry STATE a0 — (If at present address less than 3 years.)
HOME PHONE ( ) B BUS. PHONE ( | N5 P MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME _—_p i Oks JoRUNEE" oo 3
— . e = (For use when you request special action taken on your account.)
AREYOU: | |Renting | | Own L Buying Monthly Payment$ _ CURRENT CREDIT CARD ACCOUNTS
SOCIALSECURITY# == ; : MasterCard® | visa® American Express®
DATE OF BIRTH e I have readthis entire application, agree to its terms, and certify the informationis correct.
PRESENTEMPLOYER LN Y e ¥ 4 X . _a s (Seal)

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE m Date
NATURE OF BUSINESS .

CO-APPLICANT SECTION (Please print)

Use this section to request extra cards. If you wish an additional card issued to a -
co-applicant over 18 years of age, complete the information below. OTHER INCOME®S

CO-APPLICANT'S NAME AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON CARD

*(Alimony, child support, or separate maintenance
income need not be revealed if you do not wish it considered as a basis of repayment.)
SOURCE OF OTHER INCOME ___ el 3

FIRST NG MIDDLE INITIAL T LAST I have read this entire apflicationand agree to its terms, and understand that | will be jointly
and severally liable for all charges on the account.
RELATIONSHIP TO APPLICANT __ SOCIAL SECURITY #
X £ i T v w= R (Seal)
EMPLOYER — YRS.THERE CO-APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE Date
ANNUAL | (We) authorize MBNA America® to investigate any facts, or obtain and exchange reports regarding
posimeNn__—__ =" _ .+ . ¥ — - SAIARYS = this application or resulting account with credit reporting agencies and others. Upon request | (we)
WORK PHONE ( ) will be informed of each agency's name and address.
¥Aanusl Fos $20 Grace Period For Repayment | At least 25 Days from Transaction Fee For Cash i Transachion EeshonBankand Al M Casii dvanoss
(Fee waived first year) 0f Balances For Purchases | statement closing date Advances, And Fees For | 2% of each Cash Advance, $2 Minimum, $25 Maximum;
— - = — — 1 Pavina Late of Excesdin ‘ Transaction Fee For access check Cash Advances:
Annual | 18.9% Method of Computing the Average Daily Balance yrig Lain ot 9 | 1% of each Cash Advance, $2 Minimum, $10 Maximum
Percentage Rate e Balance for Purchases (including new purchases) The Credit Limit Late Payment Fee: $15, Over-the-Credit-Limit Fee: $15

The information about the cost of the card described in this application is accurate as of 7/31. This information may have changed after that date. To find out what may have changed, call 1-800-847-7378, ext. 5000
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