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A visit to Lee and Roland's is a step
into a tropical garden, the likes of
which I have never visited except at
the more remarkable of public
botanical gardens. One comes to see
the birds and, as interesting as they
are, one leaves marveling at the rare
palms, bamboos, aloes, and other
exotic flowers and shrubs. The com
bined effect is the sense one is in a
forest far away. Just around the bend
in the trail appears a Slender-billed
Cockatoo peering at the intruder
from behind a palm. There on the hill
is a Greater Vasa Parrot in a tree aloe,
shy but curious. This is truly what
bird keeping should be all about 
the pursuit of beauty for its own
sake. This garen soothes the frenZied
soul and washes away the grit of
modem civilization.

Lee began his interest in birds back

TABLE 1

Lovebird Special Mix

Oat Groats / Whole 951bs.
Turkey Br'd Krumbles 950 Ibs.
Safflower Seed 100 Ibs.
Canary Seed 570 Ibs.
Millet / White Mixing 285 Ibs.

Large Parrot Special Mix

Safflower Seed 440 Ibs.
Sunflower / Grey Large 100 Ibs.
Corn / Rolled 200 Ibs.
Oats / Rolled 100 Ibs.
Canary Seed 100 Ibs.
Millet/White Mixing 120 Ibs.
Turkey Gro Pellets 30% 100 Ibs.
Oat Groats / Whole 80 Ibs.
Pumpkin Seed 60 Ibs.
Rape / Dwarf 60 Ibs.
Flaxseed 60 Ibs.
Millet/ Red 40 Ibs.
Peppers / Red (POD) 20 Ibs.
Hemp Seed 100 Ibs.
Niger 40 Ibs.
Bird Greens · 20 Ibs.
Buckwheat 20 Ibs.
Milo 20 Ibs.
Good Life Chunk 40# 20 Ibs.
Purina Reg. Monkey 25# 20 Ibs.

in 1949 during high school and, by
graduation time, maintained approxi
mately five hundred lovebirds and
show budgies - all on a typical city
lot in Westchester, California, 60 by
100 feet. We don't know exactly
what the neighbors thought, but Lee
was engrossed in the genetics of the
budgies and at the opportune time
when many new mutations were rap
idly appearing. In 1952, he joined the
Avicultural Society of America,
where he was qUickly introduced to
some of the great names of twentieth
century American aviculture, includ
ing Mrs. Gilbert Lee, Jerome Buteyn,
Dave West, the Rudkins, and Mrs. T.
M. Towne, who signed him up as a
member.

In the mid-sixties Lee moved to
Rolling Hills, California in an effort to
expand his hobby. While there, he
acquired the first of the Blue Peach
face Lovebird mutation from Bob
Berry. He soon was working with all
the new lovebird mutations, apply
ing his experience with Budgie
genetics.

In 1970, Roland joined with Lee in
a partnership that has seen the bird
collection grow dramatically. In fact,
a new move to even larger facilities
was ordained, which led them to
their current location in Vista, on
three-plus acres they call Agapornis
Acres, after the generic name for
lovebirds for which they are best
known. The move was completed in
1972 after Lee sold his businesses in
Manhattan Beach, California. The
new property also gave them the
opportunity to enlarge their signifi
cant plant collection of rare palms
and aloes.

During this period, Lee and Roland
entered into partnership with a third
party to manage and maintain their
growing collection of large psitta
cines, many of which are kept off
premises to this day. That is not to
say the large parrots are not in abun
dance at Agapornis Acres. Rather,
they are kept in a manner that com
pliments the garden instead of intrud
ing upon it. The cockatoo collection
includes: Goffin's, Bare Eyes, Galerita
Galeritas, Galerita Tritons, Umbrel-

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
Feburary 1st and 2nd, 1992

SHERATON HOTEL
CONCORD

(San Francisco/Oakland Area)

8:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. DAILY
Featuring:
Joanne Abramson Isabel Taylor
Dr. James Harris John Vanderhoof
Rick Jordan Dr. Amy worre~1..' ..
Larry Ring Jeri Wright ....',
Dr. Brian Speer .' ,

Topics: .
Nursery Management • Disease Control in the
Nursery • Zoonotic Diseases • Solving Egg
Infertility Problems • Breeding A Mixed
Collection • Breeding Cockatoos • Breeding
African Parrots • Breeding Lories • Breeding
Macaws • Marketing Exotic Birds • Sales
Contracts • Local Regulations • Labs: Contracts
• Handfeeding • Problem Hatches

Registration:

$75. One Day. $125. Two Days
Before January 5, 1992

Send SASE for further information:
Avian Research Fund

P.O. Box 203
Alamo, CA 94507-0203

Third Annual Tri-Club Bird Fair
December 7 and 8, 1991

St. Denis School
4205 Cane Run Rd., Louisville, KY

9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday
noon to 5 p.m. Sunday

Additional information contact:
Sharon Van Dyke 1-800-448-3904

Deadline Schedule
Feb 1Mar'92

Featuring FINCHES
Dec. 1 - editorial copy
Dec. 15 - display ADS

Apr 1May'92
Feb. 1 -editorial copy
Feb. 15 - display ADS

June 1July '92
Featuring SHOWING BIRDS

April 1 - editorial copy
April 15 - display ADS

Aug 1Sept '92
June 1 - editorial copy
June 15 -displayADS

Oct 1Nov'92
Featuring INCUBATION

Aug. 1 - editorial copy
Aug. 15 - display ADS

Dec '921 Jan '93
Oct. 1 - editorial copy
Oct. 15 -displayADS
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The cages in this complexfor Galahs and Goffin's Cockatoos a1·e 3 feet across, 6 feet
tall and 8 feet long.

..
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The cagesfor these Umbrellas and Galahs
are 4 feet wide, 6feet tall, and 12feet long.

las, Moluccans, Slender Bills, Rose
Breasted, Red Vented, Mediums, and
Eleonoras. The macaws include: Hya
cinth, Blue and Gold, Scarlet, Green
Wing, Military, Yellow Collared,
Severe, Red Bellied, and Hahn's. They
also maintain Red Sided, Vosmaeri,
and Grand Eclectus, African Greys,
and Greater Vasa Parrots.

The lovebirds have not been neg
lected in the wake of large parrot
breeding. On the contrary, they have
expanded in scope and many new
mutations have been pursued. They
bred the first lutino, albino, and blue
cinnamon peachface from specimens
obtained outside the collection and
established these strains.

In 1972, they imported Nyasas,
Black Cheeks, and Red Face lovebirds
direct from Africa and, in 1974,
acquired Abbysinians from a U.S.
importer. Most of these birds didn't
do as well as expected. The Black
Cheeks dwindled down to three
birds before they cracked the nut.
Now they have 28 pairs of Black
Cheeks in their collection.

They are presently working on
, 'eye-ring" mutations and have estab
lished a separate strain ofpure lutino
Fischer's Lovebird. The emphasis is
on pure. They also are working on
Masked mutations including lutinos,
albinos, blues, whites and fallows.

All of the birds are well-cared for,
as is obvious by their great condition
and the immaculate flights in which
they are housed. They are fed a basic
seed mixture, one specifically
designed for lovebirds, and the other
for the large parrots. These mixtures
are supplemented with apple,
orange, and corn on the cob. The
Electus, however, are on a diet con
sisting of 80 percent fruit and vege
tables. And, the lovebirds receive
grated carrot, dusted with Super
Preen, whenever they have babies.
None of the birds receive grit, but are
provided with oyster shell and cuttle
bone. They all receive fresh water
daily and the big birds are given 10 cc
Nolvasan disinfectant solution per
gallon of drinking water as a preven-

Black-cheeked Lovebirds (Agapornis
nig1'igenis) are confined to a very small
1'ange in Zambia and Zimbabwe. Lee
and Roland's 28pairs are the largest,
and, likely the only breeding colony in
the western hemisphere. They are
descendedfrom three birds imported
f1'omAfrica in 1972.
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Rolandfeeding baby cockatoos, a jobfor which he is entirely
1"esponsible.

Greater Vasa Parrots (Coracopsis vasa),
from Madagascar and Comoro Islands,

remain a 1-a1-ity in Ame1-ican aviculture,
and have only recently been bred in captivity.

Cockatoos live in suspended cages in the garden. These Citron-crested Cockatoos
produce three clutches a year - usually one egg each time, rarely two.

Lee, Roland, andguard-dog Shadow, in front ofa magnifi
cent "Aloe bainsii", one ofmany exceptional specimen
plants in the collection.
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The above ingredients are mixed together in a blender with one quart boiling
water.

TABLE 2
Hand Feeding Formula

1 quart ground Monkey Chow (Hill's Primate Diet)
3 tablespoons peanut butter (Laura Scudder's creamy)
1 jar Gerber's creamed corn
1 jar Gerber's creamed beans (green)
1 jar Gerber's creamed carrots
1/2 jar Gerber's creamed spinach
1 jar Gerber's creamed oatmeal
1 teaspoon D-CA-Fos
1 tablespoon Super Preen
6 grams Myco 20 (anti-fungal)

NOTE: 1 jar Gerber's creamed apricots is added for Eclectus babies

towels are easy to wash, prOVide firm
footing for the babies, and the babies
can't ingest the material as they
might if placed on wood shaVings or
Bed-o-cobs. This is especially import
ant to the neurotic feeders, i.e. birds
found three or more per clutch,
which are highly competitive.

The hand feeding formula is made
from scratch according to their own
recipe, and is fed from a syringe.

Lee and Roland have been as active
in avicultural organizations as they
have on the breeding front. Lee was
one of the founding members of the
American Federation of Aviculture,
its first first-vice-president, and its
second president, serving two years
in each position. Lee also was respon
sible for organizing AFA's first three
annual conventions. Roland served
for a number of years as the first Avy
Awards committee chairman and
gave the award its name.

In 1977, Lee and Roland founded
the African Lovebird Society and
Roland is still editor of its magazine,
Agapornis World.

Both Lee and Roland also belong to
the Avicultural Society of America,
Hookbill Hobbyists, San Diego Bird
Breeders, Society of Parrot Breeders
and Exhibitors, and the ational
Cockatiel Society. Lee is a panel
judge for cockatiels ( CS), lovebirds
(ALBS) (SPBE) and Roland is a panel
judge for lovebirds (ALBS)(SPBE).

Roland believes that specialization
in a group or family of birds is essen
tial to success. They maintain at least
three pairs of each species in the col
lection, which ensures they will have
no need to go outside their collection
for new genetic material for some
time. He says, 0' Ifyou are going to be
cheap, and not invest any money, get
out of birds:' They believe in sparing
no expense to guarantee healthy
birds, and all babies are cultured at
least three times to ensure health.
Lee says, "You shouldn't sell any of
your offspring until you have plenty
of birds to sustain your program. First
breedings are not as important as
raising a species through several
generations. "

Lee received the Gold Avy Award
from the AFA, the highest honor AFA
has to bestow. If AFA gave an award
for a quality faCility, Lee and Roland
would certainly win that, as well.

Lee and Roland's contributions to
aviculture over the years have earned
them the recognition of their peers,
and they have made the fancy a
better place for everyone.•

•

factured by Marsh Farms). Tempera
ture is set at 98.6°F.

Once the babies have hatched,
they are also brooded in Turn-X incu
bators which have had their dome
tops raised up several inches by a
plastic riser. Once they are of suffi
cient size, they are transferred to
plastic laboratory rat boxes, which
are easy to clean. They use terry cloth
towels for substrate, which are
changed three times daily. The

LORY LIFE

5lbs. at S3.90 perlb. = S19,50
10 Ibs, at S3,00 per lb. = S30.00 (Minimum

All orders prepaid and shipped freight collect order Sibs,)

We also feature AUrea1_,-,_,
lory and Softbill Diets '

& KAYT~~ ct
~gUTRITION 0••

NO MESS

LORY LIFE NECTAR
3lbs, $13,90 • 6lbs. $25,50 3 Ibs, $35.00 • 6lbs, $67,50

also other softbill diets available,
With addition of fresh fruits. these are complete diets,

SPRAY MILLET 5lbs. - $15,00 (includes freight in USA)

SOAK &COOK for parrots

CUTILEBONE PLUS
P.O. Box 305, Dept. A, Fallbrook, CA 92028 [ VISA I

(619) 731-2242 -
Dick Schroeder. breeder of softbills, rare lories. and pet parrots
Orders Only (800) 747-9878 • FAX (619) 731-0403

Pure, natural, and cleaned ...

finest cuttlebone available!
small 6"-7" • medium 7"-10". jumbo 10"-13". mixed sizes

Dealer
and

Breeder
Prices

. Available

tative measure.
Due to the ever increasing number

of eggs produced at Agapornis Acres,
Roland decided to retire from his job
in 1985 to take on the duties of
hatching and hand-rearing full-time.

inety percent of all eggs are artifi
cially incubated, although they are
started by the natural parents. After
two to three weeks, the eggs are
pulled and placed in Lyon Electric
Turn-X incubators (formerly manu-
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YOU DESERVE MORE CREDIT
FOR BEING AMEMBER OF AFA.

Simply call toll-free
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

1-800-847-7378, ext. 5000

EXTRA CARD for aqualified family member at no additional cost

HIGHER LINE OF CREDIT up to $5,000.

NO LIABILITY for lost or stolen cards -- not even the $50 allowed
by law.

ROYALTIES ARE GENERATED FOR AFA with every purchase.

OUTSTANDING TRAVEL BENEFITS including Auto Rental Collision
Deductible Reimbursement, Travel Insurance, Emergency Cash and Airline Tickets,
Supplemental Lost Checked Luggage Protection and more -- all at no additional cost

PEERLESS CUSTOMER SATISFACTION available 24-Hours aday, 365 days ayear.

That's just what you get with the American Federation of Aviculture Silver
MasterCard® card. This card provides more savings, more benefits, and
more services than just about any other credit card you may be carrying.
Don't you deserve this card?

ISSUED FREE of an annual fee the first year, and for just $20 each year thereafter.!

FREE COMPANION VISA® (upon request), both cards will access your
credit line for one low annual fee.

You deserve the AFA Silver MasterCard®.
Be sure to use the priority code when calling' CVTA.

Or. send the application below to:
MBNA America, P.O. Box 15464, Wilmington, DE 19885-9440.

Cenain restrictions apply to these benefits. The summary of credit card benefits accompan0ng the credit card Preferred Access Checks" describes coverage terms, conditions and limitations. MBNA America" and Preferred Access Checks" are federally
registered Service Marks of MBNA America Bank, NA The account is issued and administered by MBNA America Bank, NA MasterCard" is alederal~ registered Service Mark of MasterCard Intemational,lnc., used pursuant to license.

PRIMARY APPLICANT SECTION (Please print)

Yes. I wish to apply for the AFA Silver MasterCardaoJ card
II • with all the benefits described above.

POSITION _

CVTA YEARS THERE ANNUALINCOME S _
16-288

NAME AS YOU WOULO LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON CARO

OTHER INCOME>S _

SOURCE ----- ----- - - --::-

·(Alimony, child support. or separate maintenance income need not be revealed if you do not wish it
considered as a basis of repayment.)
PREVIOUS EMPLOYER - ----- ------

(If less than 3years at current employment.)

LAST
I I I I I I

FIRST MIOOLE INITIAL

AOORESS ---

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I

______ BUS. PHONE I

CITY STATE ZIP _

HOME PHONE I

ARE YOU: D Renting DOwn D Buying Monthly Payment S _

PREVIOUS AOORESS --;;;--,-------,-.,.,--,-~~:-::-:-:=_;;_:::=_.____-----
(If at present address less than 3years.)

MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME ---,--- ------,----
(For use when you request special action taken on your account.)

CURRENT CREOIT CARO ACCOUNTS

SOCIALSECURITY# _ D MasterCardz DVisa'$ D American Express~

OATE OF BIRTH _ Ihave read this entire application, agree to its terms, and certify the information is correct.

PRESENTEMPLOYER _

NATURE OF BUSINESS _
APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE Oate

ISeal)

CO-APPLICANT SECTION (Please print)

Use this section to request extra cards. If you wish an additional card issued to a
co-applicant over 1Byears of age, complete the information below.

CO-APPLICANT'S NAME AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON CARO

OTHER INCOME> S >IAlimony, child support, or separate maintenance
income need not be revealed if you do not wish it considered as a basis of repayment.)
SOURCE OF OTHER INCOME _

I I I I I I I I I
FIRST

I I I I I I I I I I
MIOOLE INITIAL

I I I I I I
LAST I have read this entire application and agree to its terms, and understand that I will be jointly

and severally liable for all charges on the account.

(Seall
Date

I (We) authorize MBNA America* to investigate any1acts, or obtain and exchange reports regarding
this application or resulting account with credit reporting agencies and others. Upon reque~11 (we)
will be informed of each agency's name and address.

CO-APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE
ANNUAL

POSITION SALARY$ _

RELATIONSHIP TO APPLICANT SOCIAL SECURITY#-------

EMPLOYER YRS. THERE__

WORK PHONE I

$20 Grace Period For Repayment At least 15 Oays from Transaction Fee For Cash TransactIon Fee For Bank and ATM Cash Advances:
tAnnual Fee IFee waived first year) Of Balances For Purchases statement closing date Advances, And Fees For

2% of each Cash Advance, $2 Mlnlmum, $25 MaXimum;
Transaction Fee For access check Cash Advances:

Annual Method of Computing the Average Oaily Balance Peying Lete or Exceeding 1% of each Cash Advance, S2 MinImum, $10 MaXimum.

Percentage Rate
18.9% Balance for Purchases (including new purchasesI The Credit Limit late Payment Fee: SIS, Over-the-Credn-llmlt Fee: SIS.

The information about the cost of the card deScribed In thIS applICation IS accurate as of 7/91 ThIS InformatIOn may have changed after that date To find out what may have changed. call1-BOOB47 7378, ex! 5000
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