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The Klink aviaries are situated in beautifully planted settings.
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The Slender-billed Conure is one of the many
species being successfully reproduced.

Nest boxes are hung on the outside of the cages with records kept in sealed plastic envelopes.
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n impressive assortment of

conures live at the end of a

pleasant narrow road which
runs through a typical central Florida
oak hammock. There are 20 conure
species breeding in an airy pole barn
situated under the oaks. The aviary is
surrounded with plantings of ginger,
clerodendron, crepe myrtle and ferns.
The dirt-floored barn will eventually
be enclosed with screening to limit the
inevitable Florida mosquito problem.
Guinea Fowl remove any spilled feed
under the cages.

Conures and lories share the barn.
Cages are suspended from the barn
rafters and are arranged in two long
rows with an aisle between them. The
cages are uniform: 30 in. wide, 3 ft.
high, and 5'/: ft. long. The floor of the
cage is four feet above the ground
level. There are visual divisions
between the cages. Sixteen gauge wire
(1 x '/2 in.) galvanized before and after
welding is used for the entire cage,
including the floor.

Perches are natural wood placed
high in the front and rear of each cage.
All nestboxes are positioned at the rear
of each cage. Because of the chewing
ability of most of the conures, their
nestboxes are made of wood with wire
lining.

Food and water dishes for each
cage are inserted into a wire box that
is made exactly to the height of the
dishes. There are opening cut in the
top of the wire box that matches the
top opening of the dishes. This way
the birds cannot pull the dishes into
the cage. The wire box is fastened to
the cage floor against the cage front.
There is a door at the front to access
the dishes.

The entire facility is fenced. Several
dogs prevent any raccoon problems
from developing and Guinea Fowl
serve as excellent “watch dogs.” A
neighbor’s Java Green Peafowl,
Mincus mincus, eliminates any of the
local pigmy rattlesnakes.

Sallie Klink’s Aratinga conure collec-
tion includes Peach-fronted, Aratinga
aurea; Red-masked, Aratinga ery-
throgenys, Mitred, Aratinga mitrata;
Half-moon, Aratinga canicularis;, Gold-
capped, Aratinga auricapilla; White-
eyed, Aratinga levicophthalmus, Jenday,
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Food and water dishes are beld in place by a wire box which prevents the birds from pulling

them into the cage.

Aratinga jandaya; Brown-throated,
Aratinga pertinax aeruginosa; Dusky,

Aratinga  widdellit, — Red-throated,
Aratinga  holochlora  rubritorquis,
Cactus, Aratinga cactorum; Blue-

crowned, Aratinga acuticaudata, and
Sun, Aratinga solstitialis, Conures.

Other conures include the Green-
cheeked, Pyrrbura molinae, Black-
capped, Pyrrhura rupicola; Peatly,
Pyrrbura perlata sp.; Maroon-bellied,
Pyrrbura  frontalis; Slender-billed,
Enicognanthus leptorbynchus; and
Patagonian, Cyanoliseus patagonus,
Conures.

Samples of breeding records are as
follows: Gold-caps breed yearly hav-
ing three to four clutches with four
eggs in each clutch. Black-caps pro-
duced fertile eggs at 18 months of age.
Slenderbills produced three chicks in
August of 1997. Klink notes that the
Slender-billed Conures, when hand
raised, make unusually good pets.
They are also exceptionally fond of
carrots, cooked corn and fruit.

All of her birds are fed a half-and-
half mixture of a Cockatiel seed mix
and Roudybush pellets. Fruit is added
and sunflower seed is fed during the
winter. All food is replaced daily and
the water dishes are flushed with a
hose and refilled with clean water. All
bowls are washed and bleached twice
weekly. The cages are pressure-
cleaned every two weeks. The feeding
and maintenance is done by Klink,
herself, with some help from family
members.

Visitors are not allowed in the
breeding areas. Nestboxes are exam-
ined each week and Sevin (5%) is
dusted lightly in the nestboxes
between clutches. This is to keep away
mites, lice and any other insects that
might interfere with the nesting period.
Conure (and lory) chicks are left in the
nestboxes for 10 to 12 days before
removing for handfeeding. Once
removed from the nest they are
syringe fed using EXACT handfeeding
formula.

At the proper degree of maturity,
potential breeders are surgically sexed.
Chicks destined to be pets are blood
(chromosomal) sexed. All newly
acquired birds are also surgically sexed
not only to identify their sex but to
have the avian veterinarian observe
other organs inside of the bird.

Sallie Klink began her avicultural
adventures with the Canaries that she
still loves but no longer owns. Prior to
1984, she had as many as 125 pairs of
canaries, specializing in Border Fancies
and Red Agates. She then developed
an interest in larger birds, gathering
them from breeders, quarantine sta-
tions and pet owners. Klink had
always lived in the Tampa area but
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MEMBER CLUBS

NATIONAL &
INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS

Miki Sparzak, Director
410-282-9233 fax 410-285-6694
African Lovebird Society

African Parrot Society

American Budgerigar Society
Amazona Society

American Cockatiel Society, Inc.
American Lory Society

Asiatic Breeders Association
Avicultural Society of America
International Parrotlet Society
Midwest Avian Research Expo- INT
Model Avicultural Program

National Cockatiel Society

National Finch & Softbill Society
Pionus Breeder Association

Society of Parrot Breeders & Exhibitors

NORTHEASTERN
REGION

Bob Sunday, Director
860-525-8338
CONNECTICUT
State coordinator:
Tony Duarte 860-644-7817
Connecticut Association for
Aviculture, Inc.
MAINE
State coordinator:
Jean Smith 207-677-2939
MASSACHUSETTS
State coordinator:
Kathleen Viewig 617-739-2733
Aviculturists of Greater Boston,Inc
Massachusetts Cage Bird Assn.
Northeastern Avicultural Society
NEW HAMPSHIRE
State coordinator:
Ann Marie Sullivan 978-663-9414
Birds of a Feather Avicultural Society
NEW YORK (EAST)
State coordinator:
Kristine Amantea 914-355-2473
Big Apple Bird Association
Briltiant Pet Bird Society
Long Island Feather Enthusiasts
Hudson Valley bird Fanciers Club
NEW YORK (WEST)
State coordinator:
Yvonne Brass 716-328-7725
Broome County Caged Bird Club
Central New York Caged Bird Club
Finger Lakes Cage Bird Association
Greater Rochester Hookbill Assoc.
Rochester Cage Bird Club
RHODE ISLAND
State coordinator
Diane Crosby 401-823-8994
VERMONT
State coordinator:
Peter Lowry 802-754-6494
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MID-ATLANTIC
REGION

Yvonne Catena, Director
908-806-6378 fax 609-924-3149
DELAWARE

State coordinator:
Nancy Selz 302-798-8625
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
State coordinator:
Tom Marshall 703-777-3252
MARYLAND
State coordinator:
*

Maryland Cage Bird Society, Inc.
Southern Maryland Caged Bird Club
NEW JERSEY
State coordinator:

*

Central Jersey Bird Club

Real Macaw Parrot Club

Ruffled Feathers Parrot Society

Sussex County Exotic Bird Club
PENNSYLVANIA

State coordinator:

Kelly Williams  610-369-3596

Central Pennsylvania Cage

Bird Club

Chester County Bird Breeders

Delaware Valley Bird Club

Delco Bird Club

Erie Cage Bird Club

Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society

Seven Mountains Exotic Bird Club

York Area Pet Bird Club

VIRGINIA

State coordinator:

Tom Marshall ~ 703-777-3252

National Capital Bird Club

Parrot Breeders Assoc. of Virginia

Commonwealth Avicultural Society
WEST VIRGINIA

State coordinator:

Barry Thaxton  304-766-9180

SOUTHEASTERN
REGION

‘Wanda Elder, Director
901-853-9988 fax 901-853-7030
ALABAMA

State coordinator:

June Hendrix 205-776-2992

Central Alabama Aviculture Society

Rocket City Cage Bird Club, Inc

South Alabama Cage Bird Society

GEORGIA

State coordinator:

Harold Bowles 770-748-4627

CSRA Exotic Bird Association

Georgia Cage Bird Society
KENTUCKY

State coordinator:

Jerry T. Clarke 502-935-5440
MISSISSIPPI

State coordinator:

Nancy S. Speed 601-673-8100

Central Mississippi Bird Club

NORTH CAROLINA
State coordinator:
Greg Bacot 919-766-3766
Charlotte Metrolina Cage Bird
Raleigh-Durham Caged Bird Society

SOUTH CAROLINA
State coordinator:
Beth Rowan 803-862-2852
Aiken Bird Club
Palmetto Cage Bird Club
TENNESSEE

State coordinator
Helen Thompson 615-745-8179
Cage Bird Club of NE Tennessee
Middle Tennessee Cage Bird Club
Southeast Tennessee Aviculture Society
Tennesee Valley Exotic Bird Club

FLORIDA/P.R.
REGION

Suzanne Meyers, Director

813-689-7262 fax 813-661-6067
FLORIDA (CENTRAL)
State Coordinator:
*

Central Florida Bird Breeders

Endangered Parrot Trust

Exotic Bird Club of Florida

Greater Brandon Avian Society

Imperial Bird Club

Sun Coast Avian Society

Sunshine State Cage Bird Society

Treasure Coast Exotic Bird Club

West Florida Avian Society

FLORIDA (NORTH)

State coordinator:

Alan Cooper904-234-2140

Emerald Coast Avian Society

Gainsville Bird Fanciers

Florida West Coast Avian Society

West Pasco Exotic Bird Club

Jacksonville Aviculture Society

FLORIDA (SOUTH)

State coordinator:

Judy Lewis 305-253-7887

Aviary & Cage Bird Society of

Southern Florida

South West Florida Bird Club

Gulf Coast Bird Club

Tampa Bay Bird Club, Inc.

Panhandle Aviculture Society

PUERTO RICO

Coordinator:

David Negron 809-251-1153
VIRGIN ISLANDS

State coordinator:

*

MID-EASTERN
REGION
* Director

ILLINOIS
State coordinator:
John Petty 815-962-8224
Greater Chicago Cage Bird Club
South Suberban Cage Bird Assoc.
Stateline Bird Fanciers, Inc.

INDIANA
State coordinator:
*

Central Indiana Cage Bird
Michiana Bird Society
Midwest Parrot Club
MICHIGAN
State coordinator:
*

Ann Arbor Cage Bird Club

Motor City Bird Breeders

North Oakland Cage Bird Club

OHIO

State coordinator:

Diana Holloway 419-636-3882

Classic Feathers

Flightline Exotic Bird Society

Golden Crescent Cage Bird Club

Great Lakes Bird Lovers Club

Greater Cincinnati Bird Club

Miami Valley Bird Club

Northwest Ohio Exotic Bird Club
WISCONSIN

State coordinator:

Gloria Scholbe 920-826-7478

Cream City Feathered Friends

Kenosha Exotic Bird Club

Wisconsin Cage Bird Club, Inc.

NORTH CENTRAL
REGION

Monica Sudds, Director
712-642-4578 fax 712-642-3710
IOWA

State coordinator:

Chuck Sudds 712-642-4578

Beakers Parrot Society

Mid America Cagebird Society
MINNESOTA

State coordinator:

Steve Estebo 612-985-5728

Minnnesota Companion Bird Assn.
NEBRASKA

State coordinator:

Joni Hansen 402-496-3676

Greater Omaha Cage Bird Society

Heartland Avicultural Society

NORTH DAKOTA
State coordinator:
*

SOUTH DAKOTA
State coordinator:
Royce King 605-393-1720
Black Hills Cage Bird Club

SOUTH CENTRAL

REGION

Richard Hazell, Director

316- 942-8864 fax 316-942-9030
ARKANSAS

State coordinator:

Jim McGuire 501-965-2427

KANSAS
State coordinator:
£ 3

BERD.

Kansas Avicultural Society, Inc.
Northeast Kansas Cage Bird Club
LOUISIANA

State coordinator:

Jeanne C. Murphy 504-833-4241

Acadiana Bird Club

Louisiana Aviculture Society

Marshland Exotic Bird Society

MISSOURI

State coordinator:

Paddy Lambert 314-962-8186

Greater Kansas City Avicultural Soc.

O!(LAHOMA

State coordinator:

Gary Blankenbiller 405-691-3553

Central Oklahoma Bird Club

Oklahoma Avicultural Society
TEXAS (NORTH)

State coordinator:

Linda Smith  817-790-8015

Bird Society of Waco

Dallas Cage Bird Society

Fort Worth Bird Club

Plano Exotic Bird Association

Texas Bird Breeders & Fanciers
TEXAS (SOUTH)

State coordinator:
*

Alamo Exhibition Bird Club
Bay Area Cage Bird Club, Inc.
Capitol City Cage Bird Club
Coastal Bend Cage Bird Club
River City Bird Club

Triangle Bird Breeders Club

NORTHWESTERN
REGION

Natalie Frumin-Weiss,
Director

253-927-6983 fax 253-952-6983
ALASKA

State coordinator;

Mark Lyke  907-346-2008

Alaska Bird Club

IDAHO
State coordinator:
Margie Loewen 208-939-1041
MONTANA

State coordinator:

Laura Lee Neva 406-322-4444
OREGON

State coordinator:

*

Emerald Exotic Bird Club

Mid Oregon Bird Breeders Club

Northwest Bird Club

Rose City Exotic Bird Club
WASHINGTON

State coordinator:

Jeri Wright, 206-838-9802

Avicultural Society of Puget Sound

Avis Northwest Bird Club

Cascade Canary Breeders Assoc.

Northwest Exotic Bird Society

South Sound Exotic Bird Society



WESTERN
REGION

Joanne Edwards, Director
*

ARIZONA
State coordinator:
Joyce Baum 520-621-3931
Arizona Avian Breeders Assoc.
Arizona Avicultural Society
Arizona Seed Crackers Society
Tropical Bird Fanciers
Yuma-Imperial Exotic Bird Club
COLORADO
State coordinator:
Carol Brasaemle 303-420-0782
Front Range Avian Society
Rocky Mountain Society of
Aviculture, Inc.
NEVADA
State coordinator:
*

Las Vegas Avicultural Society
Reno Area Avian Enthusiasts

NEW MEXICO
State coordinator:
New Mexico Bird Club

UTAH
State coordinator:
*
WasatchAvian Education Society
Avicultural Society of Utah
WYOMING

State coordinator:
Lloyd Baily 307-468-2871

NORTHERN
CALIFORNIA
REGION

Donna Tondreault, Director

916-642-9050 fax 916-642-0874
CALIFORNIA (NORTH)

State coordinator:

Diane Grindol 408-384-6548

Aviary Association of Kern

Butte County Bird Club

Capitol City Bird Society

Central California Avian Society

Central Coast Avicultural Society

Contra Costa Avian Society

Foothill Bird Fanciers

Gold Country Aviculture Society

Gold Country Bird Society

Golden Gate Avian Society

Monterey Bay Cage Bird Club

Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club

Redwood Exotic Bird Society

Santa Clara Valley Bird Club

HAWAII
State coordinator:
Joe Baker 808-966-6966

Hawaii Parrot Fanciers Inc.

SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA
REGION

Aletta M. Long, Director

Phone/fax 526-596-7429
SAN DIEGO AREA

State coordinator:

Marty Muschinske 619-468-3201

Finch Society of San Diego County

Hookbill Hobbyists of So. California

San Diego Bird Breeders

LOS ANGELES AREA
State coordinator:
Joel Tatom 213-463-8262
Antelope Valley Bird Society
East San Gabriel Valley Bird Society
Hemet Valley Bird Society
Long Beach Bird Breeders
Norco Valley Bird Breeders
Orange County Bird Breeders
South Bay Bird Society
South Coast Finch Society
Valley of Paradise Bird Club

* Position open: con-
tact regional vice presi-
dent if interested.

** indicates 2 vyear
term has been fulfilled. If
no new interested party
comes forward and indi-
cates a desire to serve,
incumbent remains in
position.

For information about
contacting any of these
member clubs, please
call that club’s state coor-
dinator.

The Klink aviaries are very clean and orderly.

when she decided to acquire larger,
noisier birds, it became necessary to
move away form the urban area. She
and her husband moved to a five-acre
piece of property that is zoned for agri-
culture. One neighbor objected to the
noise, but plantings on the previously
bare property have baffled the sound.
Two more aviculturists subsequently
moved nearby. The area has had an
influx of population, roads being
paved and neighbor and noise prob-

lems are once again a threat.

Klink has been very active in bird
clubs: Tampa Bay Bird Club,
International Avicultural Society and
American Federation of Aviculture. She
has written articles for the local bird
club publications to promote the prac-
tice of banding domestic birds. Her
primary purpose for breeding exotic
birds is to provide an excellent quality
pet bird. Most of her sales are to out-
of-state purchasers. -
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Sallie Klink and her pet Yellow-naped Amazon.

the afa WATCHBIRD 7



