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WAYS AND MEANS

paying fees to new officials. Stories
abound of payments required of dif­
ferent officials or even relatives of offi­
cials to secure passage of successive
shipments of birds. Needless to say, the
veterinarians involved in this type of
work become quite expert at "f~llow­

ing the local customs" in dealing with
the people in the countries of origin of
the birds.

Birds are collected into holding facil­
ities in the countries of origin. Local
people are contracted to either trap
birds or tap nest sites (some locals are
quite scientific, tagging nesting sites and
only taking one or two babies from each
nest; others are much less conservation
minded). In some areas of Africa, for
instance, young African Greys are cap­
tured and stored in large pits in the
ground. Later they are placed in wire
cages for a rough ride on horse, or
camel, back to a collecting point. In
Africa and Central and South America,
the classic machete chop (which may
"miss") is often used to clip wings.
Many ofthe birds are captive born in the
countries of origin.

After the birds are collected, a health
certificate must be obtained from a vet­
erinarian in the country of origin. The
birds are then flown to the designated
port ofentry, met by customs, USDI and
USDA officials and escorted to the quar­
antine station. The stress of poor care,
bad food, bad water, and sheer terror
are usually taking their "toll" by now.
Of course, many birds are very well
cared for by the people collecting them.
Veterinarians working for the large
importation companies have played a
big role in improving husbandry and
health standards of imported birds.
However, even under the best condi­
tions, it can be easily seen why disease
could take its toll under the conditions
of importation.

Pet bird importation is big business in
the United States. Approximately
600,000 to 700,000 birds are imported
into the United States annually.

In 1983, 803,873 pet birds were
legally imported into the U.S. Ofthese,
40,054 (4.9%) were dead on arrival,
92,768 (12.1 % ofthe live arrivals) died
in quarantine and 9,303 (1.15 %) were
refused entry. After quarantine,
614,782 (76%) were released into the
U.S. pet market. 1

Veterinarians have been involved in
pet bird regulatory medicine since the
1930s, when many cases of human Psit­
tacosis were diagnosed. In 1968 a pro­
gram was initiated to allow importation
of birds which were treated with
Chlorotetracycline for 45 days in the
country of origin. The first major
VVND break in 1972 resulted in a tem­
porary ban on all imported pet birds. In
1974 the present quarantine system was
established.

The current quarantine system oper­
ates as follows. A bond ($20,000) is
posted to cover USDA charges (labora­
tory charges and USDA personnel
charges) and the quarantine station is
outfitted, disinfected, and sealed.
Import permits are obtained from the
USDA. Export permits and CITES (Con­
gress ofInternational Trade in Endan­
gered Species) permits are obtained
from the country of origin and export
taxes are paid. The "wheeling and deal­
ing" required in obtaining the necessary
fees often becomes political and
marked with intrigue. One experienced
importer veterinarian friend ofours has
described obtaining the permits in one
South American country several times
to satisfy several successive changes of
governments ("coups"). Each time he
would be ready to ship a load of birds,
the government would change, necessi­
tating the obtaining of new permits and
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WHOLESALE BIRDS
For the Finest Quality of Exotic Birds

At Low - Low Quarantine - Wholesale Prices
Importers of Exotic Birds

Air Shipments to All Parts of the United States and Overseas
Never a Box or Service Charge

MORE BABY BmDS
Africcm Grey Parrots
Timneh Gray Parrots
Blue gnd Gold Macaw
Green Wing Macaw
Sulphur Crested Cockatoo
- And Many Others -

EXOTIOS INOLUDE
Troupial.
Tanagers
Siskin.
Goldfinche.
Nightingales
Toucans
Parrotlets
Lorikeets

-Others-

Monthly Sale Specials! -Inquire

SUPREME EXOTIC BIRDS, INC.
39 North Bond St. • Mt. Vernon, New York 10550, USA

(914) 699·4608
Write or Call for Current Price List - Issued Bi-Weekly

Always Canaries and Cockatiels

,,\ ;.\\ .' '"

BABY AMAZONS
3-6 Months Old

Blue-Front Amazon
Yellow-Nape Amazon
Red-Lored Amazon
Blue Crown Amazon
Spectacled Amazon

ALSO AVAILABLE... It--
VALENTINE'S TREMENDOUS
180 PAGE GENERAL CATALOG.
Send $5.00 to cover cost of mailing and
handling.

7510 S. Madison St. Hinsdale, Illinois 60521
P.O. Box 53 (312) 323-7070

WINNING PERFORMANCE BY
AN EQUIPMENT COMPANY IN A

SUPPORTING ROLE!!!

Volcntinc EQUIPMENT COMPANY

Valentine
EQUIPMENT COMPANY

ISl

PRESENTS ~"9
..t.r FREE ~o~
-,-. BIRD ~

SUPPLY CATALOG
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VITAMIN
SUPPLEMENT­
CONDITIONER
fOR BIRDS •

• HIGH POTEN( Y MU't TI",TAMINS ~UPPlEMtNT

• CO",<TAINS All ESSENTIAl 'JITAMII\jS PLUS IRa,.,.

• AIDS GROWiH AND HEAL TH

LE REGENERATEUR
ET SUPPLEMENT
Vn:AMINIQUE
POUR OISEAUX

• UN SuPPLEME,.,.r COMPOSE DE
VITAMINES ESSENTIEllES

• ENRICHI DE FER
• U,,", EMPLOI REGUL'ER

FOURNjRA AU"; QISEAU)<, LES
VITAMINfS ET LE FER NECESSAIR!'

A U"lE CROISSAr.,CE S.o,INE

""I (O~'If"'S 3D ,."
(Qnte"ul'loe"" 01

'A high potency multivitamin
j! diet supplement for all cage
.I birds. Regular use will ensure
'that all essential nutritional
, requirements puring a bird's

lifespanare fully met. Hagen
Vitamin Supplement Condi·
tioner contains among other
ingredients VITAMIN A to pro·
mote health of plumage and
skin, Also to aid resistance to
disease. VITAMIN Dpromotes
strong bone formation in
young and nesting birds.
VITAMIN 0 & A promotes
quick moult and restoration
of plumage. VITAMIN B is reo
quired for health and growth
of the nervous systems.
VITAMIN C is vitally required
for resistance to infections
and disease. VITAMIN E for
mating birds and the preven·
tion of infertility IRON to pre·
vent anemia and increase the
synthesis of hemaglobin.

~.~HAjGEN
~~ H ®

AVAILABLE FROM YOUR
LOCAL PET SHOP
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The birds are then placed in quaran­
tine stations. All psittacines have an
identifying approved metal leg band
applied. The feeding of 1% chlorotetra­
cycline is required but not enforced,
leading to variable Psittacosis preven­
tion. The quarantine period is 30 days.
It is now known that this time period is
not long enough to eliminate the Psit­
tacosis carrier state in many species of
Psittacines (notably Macaws), anyway.
Those trying to comply with the
chlorotetracycline regimen may find
the birds won't eat it well, leading to a
weakening of the bird's condition and
disease. Ifthe birds do eat the medicated
food well, there may be problems with
secondary yeast, fungal, or other bac­
terial infections.

Other requirements in the quarantine
station system include the taking of
showers on entering the station and in
leaving the station. Anyone entering the
station must sign an affidavit stating that
he/she will not come into contact with
any birds for 3 days. This rule effec­
tively eliminates practicing avian veter­
inarians from taking an active role in
helping treat quarantine station birds.
Another rule that endangers the birds'
health is that samples for analysis of
dead birds are not allowed out of the
stations except for VVND virus analysis
and Avian Influenza examinations.

On entering the quarantine station,
tissue swabs are taken and shipped to
the National Veterinary Services
Laboratory in Ames, Iowa for VVND
and poultry lethal forms of Avian Influ­
enza analysis. Tissue samples are sub­
mitted from all dead birds (up to 100 per
day) in the first 15 days. Brain, lung,
spleen, trachea, and colon are collected
into brain heart infusion broth. Again,
the only examinations made are for
VVND and Avian Influenza. Any other
deaths are meaningless as far as our
system goes as the regulations are set up
to protect our poultry industry and not
to help the quarantined birds. Cloacal
swabs are collected from up to 150 birds
on the seventh day of quarantine. On
the thirtieth day, the birds are released.

From all of this one can conclude
that:

1. The quarantine system does not
guarantee a healthy bird. In fact, it often
guarantees the opposite, contrary to
popular belief.

2. Psittacosis control is not regulated
and is semi-voluntary by the individual
quarantine station.

3. Over crowding, stress, unfamiliar
surroundings and exposure to disease
takes its toll on the quarantined birds.

4. The purpose of the quarantine

system is simply to monitor against
VVND and Avian Influenza to protect
our poultry industry.

5. An average of 24% deaths are to
be expected in the quarantine stations. 1

6. Birds released from quarantine
are survivors of a harsh system and
often are carriers of abnormal bacterial
organisms.

Illegal Importation of Pet Birds
Bird smuggling has become big

business, particularly in Southern Cali­
fornia. The profits to be made are stag­
gering, to say the least. One can buy a
young Amazon parrot in Mexico (often
dyed by local artisans to resemble a
double-yellow headed Amazon, which
the locals consider more valuable) for
$10 to $40 which will eventually be
resold for $400 to $1000. Birds are
brought over by boat, plane, drugged or
intoxicated inside automobile interiors,
tires, etc. It is said there is more money
to be made smuggling parrots than
smuggling dope! This is made especially
attractive in that the penalties for smug­
gling birds are minor compared to
drugs. In southern California, over95%
of the baby Amazon parrots (large
numbers every year) are smuggled
birds, despite the owners' claims.
Everyone always has a "breeding pair of
Amazons" to explain lots of suspect
babies. In reality, very little legal
Amazon breeding is being done. As a
result, the avian veterinarian is
presented with a myriad of sick baby
parrots with diseases ofhuman contact,
poor food, poor water, and stress such
as numerous gram negative septicem­
ias, Chlamydiosis, yeasts, infectious
Pox, combinations "of the above", etc.

Pet Store Medicine
It is estimated that there are over 42

million pet birds in the United States.1 I
think this is a very conservative figure.
Large "bird farms" have risen all over
America to satisfy the public's need for
avian pets. Catering to these pet stores
has become a real challenge for the
veterinarian.

Pet stores purchase their birds from
five sources: 1) quarantine stations,
2) private bird breeders, 3) bird jobbers
- buy from quarantine in quantity,
4) smugglers,S) individual pet owners.
The profit margin is borderline due to
purchasing costs, upkeep costs (rent,
help, supplies, etc.), bird deaths (often
as a result of diseases contracted in
quarantine or in the bird jobbers' hold­
ing facilities), and competition between
other stores. As a result, petstores, as a
rule, try to keep veterinary costs down
as much as possible. As much as we
would like to run complete blood



workups, two gram stains, and two
cultures and sensitivities on all pet store
birds, we usually are allowed only to
run a differential, an estimated WBC,
and a gram stain on individuals and a
culture for a representative group. This
is true of most pet outfits we have
worked for. The more progressive will
budget more for veterinary care but
always try to cut corners and do as
much treating as they can on their own,
of course. The advantages in working
with pet stores are the challenge of
treating with little lab backup and the
individual pet referrals you get that
you can properly treat. It is sometimes
best to cut corners and do favors to
keep the pet store's good will to get the
excellent referrals they send you.

Oneproblem we havefound withpet
stores is that you must be very careful
in incriminating them with a disease
situation. We tell clients the story ofthe
quarantine system and to expect that
all new birds willprobably have some­
thing wrong (the truth) when first pur­
chased(gram negative carrier, etc.). In
this way, they are not apt to attack the
store for selling them a "sick bird"
(unless, of course, there is some
flagrant violation). One thing we have
learned in practice is that the better
you get in diagnosing problems and
identifying carriers of disease, the
more reluctant the borderline pet sup­
pliers are at referring you newly sold
birds. They would much rather send a
new bird to an inexperienced veterin­
arian who eyeballs a bird, performs no
tests, and pronounces it "healthy". This
person quickly builds "good will" from
the store. They are happy with him/her,
of course, until he incriminates them
with an illness and then they change
veterinarians.

The well established, solid pet distri­
butors understand the value of good
veterinary care. These people are a joy
to work for. They realize the impor­
tance ofgood husbandry and are willing
to work with a veterinarian they trust.
They are not devastated if an occasional
sick bird is their responsibility.

In summary, it can be seen that the pet
avian industry is big business. The vet­
erinarian will continue to play an ever­
increasing role in both the importation
(in regulatory work or working with an
importation company) and sales (pro­
viding veterinary care for pet distri­
butors and their clients) of pet birds.•
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For Sale
Exotic Bird Farm in
Tropical Manatee
County, Florida

Included in the
sale are 45± acres with

mobile home, barn, shed, aviaries and 79
birds (mostly Macaws). The property is on
the Myakka River near the Myakka State
Park and is heavily treed.

serious inquiries only send a self­
addressed stamped envelope or call:
David Dyer
Rt. 2 Box 350+1, Sarasota, FL 33582
(813) 322-2006
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