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nary. These faults include:
I. Over cap
2. Bald face
3. Variegation on any part of the body

(including foul feathers in the tail
or wing(s)

4. Poor and uneven spangling and
rowing

5. Poor pigmentation or light toes,
feet, legs and/or beak

6. Poor stance from improper or in-
adequate training

7. Poor feather quality
8. Disfiguration
9. Second year feathers mingled with

the unflighted feather design (This
is not a serious fault.)

10. Patchy ground color
II. Grizzled feathers any place on the

body
12. Light feathers (These display the

crescent-shaped marking, but in
stead of the blue-black penciling
these feathers are bleached and
they appear to have a smokey hue.)

FAULTING A LIZARD CANARY
There are several faults that will dis

qualify an otherwise excellent lizard ca-

Even if excellent lizard canaries are
purchased to begin your breeding
exhibiting program, certain problems will
arise and these problems will need to be
warded against. The best pair of show
birds will throw a few inferior offspring.

As with all other canaries, when the
breeding and the moulting seasons are
nearing an end, all of the birds should be
given a careful surveillance to make sure
that those with major faults are disposed
of. As is the case in most hobbies, when a
breeder beginning with a new group of
canaries will be unsure of the ideal speci
men and what problems a less-than-ideal
exhibit might present. Study the printed
standards and test the birds against each of
these standards. Take time to be familiar
both with the ideal specimen and with the
problems or faults each bird might have.
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$10.95 (50c handling)
Order direct from: Jo Hall

Rt 1, Box 33, Thorndale, TX 76577
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TRAINING and the SHOW
STANDARD

"pinch of salt" will cure the urge to pluck
feathers. However, a proper balanced diet
and conditioning on a regular basis will
probably do the same as the "pinch of
salt." Therefore, it is recommended that
show birds be housed in singte cages until
the after the show season.

It has also been rumored among non
lizard breeders that these birds need spe
cial diets of specially selected fatty seeds.
Lizard canaries can be successfully main
tained on the same diet as color bred and
type canaries. This is not to deny that there
are many and varied methods of feeding
and conditioning the lizard canary and
each may have its own merit, but for the
novice, let it suffice to consider lizard's
feeding habits the same as other canaries.

The lizard canary is trained for a show in
much the same way as are other canaries.
You can accomplish this by running the
birds in and out of a box-show cage. Visu
ally examine the bird while it is in the
show cage and compare it against the stan
dard for excellence. Move the cage from
one location to another. It helps to invite
visitors into the bird room so that the birds
can become accustomed to different sur
roundings and to having strangers handle
their cages. The birds should develop an
alert and steady position.They should stand
at an approximate 45° angle in the show
cage.

The following are the official show
standards for the lizard canary:
Spangles For regularity, distinctiveness

and distribution
Feather Quality For tightness and silkiness
Ground Color For depth and evenness
Breast For extent and regularity of

rowings
Wing and Tail Neatness, darkness, spangl-

ing and carriage
Cap For neatness and shape
Covert Feathers For lacing
Eyelash For regularity and clarity
Beak, Legs, and
Feet For darkness
Steadiness and
Staging

All of these considerationa are not dif
ficult nor do they provoke undue hardships
on the breeder-exhibitor to produce pro
lific canaries that can win and fascinate the
viewers of the canaries in the shows. Liz
ards are coming into their own in the North
American and European cage bird shows
and, with the increasing interest and up
grading, they will hold their own against
most other entries.

HOUSING, FEEDING and TRAINING

BABY LIZARD CANARIES

VARIEGATED LIZARDS

Since the lizard canary is a self bird,
variegation on any part of the body is an
immediate disqualification for a either a
show or a stock bird. This includes light or
grizzled feathers anywhere, a pied or foul
tail, foul wing(s), star wing (i.e., a light
spot on the wing butt), and any larger area
of variegation.

Variegated birds should not be used in a
stud, nor should they be sold to breeders.
They should be discarded as singers or
used as feeders. If the birds are kept for
feeders, there is always the temptation to
keep the eggs and young from the feeders.
All efforts should be taken to rid an avairy
of variegated birds, and accurate records
must be kept so any birds that throw varie
gated young can be discarded.

Variegation is very common in the first
and particularly the second generation
after an outcross to a self green or to a self
bronze. For this reason, it has taken years
to produce good studs of blue lizards and
cinnamon lizards. It will take several more
years to produce a good stud of pearl ca
naries. (For a good description of the pearl
canary and procedures to produce it, see
COLOURED CANARIES by G.B.R.
Walker, p 107.)

It is amazing to see young lizards de
velop. A breeder may want to foster young
lizards to a feeder hen. It is no problem to
get a clear hen to accept one or two young
lizard babies among her own, since the
lizard baby has clear light skin and down.
Later, when the feathers begin to form, the
lizards are easily recognized since they are
dark self birds with the distinctive cap
among a nest of otherwise lipochrome or
clear canary babies. It is not until the baby
moult that the young birds begin to form
the distinctive crescent shaped spangling.
Variegation and other glaring faults will
appear while the baby lizards are still in the
nest.

A word should be said regarding the
housing, feeding, and training of other ca
naries. Lizards can be housed under the
same conditions as other type and color
bred birds. There is, however, one prob
lem. If a feather of an unflighted bird is
pulled, it will grow back with a light tip.
Therefore, every effort should be taken to
prevent feather plucking among the show
birds. You can prevent this by caging the
birds separately. People with many years
of canary breeding experience state that a

STOP
THROWING SEED AWAY

USE - Recycling
Seed
Dispensers

FIT ALL CAGES
patented * * * improved

ONE YEAR GUARANTEE

LOVEBIRDS
CARE AND BREEDING

by Jo Hall

Large Size (22" x 5") Holds 1'I, Ibs of seed
Small Size (12" x 5") Holds Yo Ib of seed

Price Large Small
Finch/Canary $10.95 ea $9.95 ea.
Budgie $10.95 ea $9.95 ea.
Lovebird/Cockatiel. $11.95 ea. $10.95 ea.

For C.O.D orders call (312) 697-0821
or send check or money order to'

NATURE-LIFE CO.
954 Cookane Ave., Elgin, I L 60120

Orders sent F.O.B. & C.OD.
Illinois residents add 5% sales tax.

PAIRS OR SINGLES
Accu rately Sexed, Correctly Pin ioned

Mute Swans. Australian Blacks
Black-Necked. Trumpeters

•
PAIRS START AT $295.00

The book with a new approach to
the successful domestic breeding of
lovebirds and advanced concepts in
nutrition and management. Contains
26 chapters of practical, appl icable
informatiorl covering all aspects of
the care and breeding of the nine
recogni7ed species of Agapornis.
Includes beautiful, urlique color
photos, paintings and illustrations.
A valuable addition to the library
of the serious aviculturist.

RT. 1. BOX 218M • RED BLUFF, CA 96080

(916) 527-6465
CABLE: SWANS

Swans are my only business.

•
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