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NOTICE
All correspondence

intended for the editor
of the Watchbird

should be mailed directly
to his address.

Sheldon Dingle
P.O. Box 340

Norco, CA 91760

Dear Sir:
I am in receipt of your Oct. /Nov. 1978

issue, an excellent edition with its usual
complement of informative articles.

However the article on the "The Splen
did Bourke" by Joseph Crosby, its accom
panying photo's and especially that on the
back cover of the issue are in my opinion in
bad taste as is any award for the creation of
an impure or hybrid species of wildlife.

It is to be noted that the AFA is ded
icated to conservation of bird wildlife
through encouragement of captive breed
ing programs, scientific research and edu
cation of the general public. It is suggested
that this purpose be enhanced by dedica
tion to the preservation of bird wildlife in
captivity in their "pure" forms.

Further, consideration for the reclassifi
cation of an Endangered Species such as
the Scarlet-Chested to a captive self sus
taining category will certainly not be en
hanced by publishing this article.

Very truly yours,
Charles Sivelle
President
American Pheasant and
Waterfowl Society

Dear Charlie:
Thank you for your compliment on the

Watchbird magazine and your comments
on the article, the Splendid Bourke. Per
sonally, I agree with you and am not in
favor ofpromoting hybrids and mutations.
However, the reason this particular ar
ticle was published was to demonstrate
that the two species are, in fact, closely
related.
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Many scholars have questioned whether
the Scarlet-chested and Bourke Parra
keets were related, and whether the
Bourke is, infact, correctly classified as a
Neophema, since the other six species of
the genus are very similar to each other
and all differentfrom the Bourke. Thefact
that the FI offspring are fertile tends to
confirm their relationship and was of ex
treme interest to some ofour readers in the
scientific community, whom I've heard
comment.

I believe A.F.A.'s first and foremost
priority is to the preservation bird wildlife
in captivity in their "pure" form as you
suggest, and believe that goal can be ac
complished without prejudice despite fre
quent forays into the arena of domesti
catedforms.

Jerry Jennings
Associate Editor

Dear Mr. Dingle
As a member of the American Federa

tion of Aviculture and a subscriber to the
Watchbird Magazine, I would like to voice
my objection to certain remarks contained
in your answer to a readers' question in the
Oct/Nov issue (From The Editors' Desk
column.)

I refer to the statement, "In California
most of our illegal aliens eat only beans

and tortillas and are very helpful to Amer
ican agriculture."

Whatever the intent, the effect is surely
insensitive and at worst cynically racist.

I feel that the remarks I refer to are
unbecoming the editor of such a valuable
and beautifully executed publication.

Johnny Otis
Los Angeles, CA

My dearfellow, anyone can recognize var
ious ethnic groups just by looking at them.
There are no aspersions cast when one
differentiates between a German and a
Japanese. There is merely a noticable dif
ference in appearance. By the same token,
sir, each ethnic group has its own tradi
tional food associated with it.

If government statistics and general
knowledge warranted it, I would have said
"In California most of our illegal aliens
eat only spaghetti and meat balls" .

Please do not take offense where none is
offered.

Ed.

Dear Sir
All bird breeders know the dangers

involved in exhibiting with regards to
spreading diseases. I would like to bring to
your attention a bad habit some judges

41



CLASSIFIED ADS
CLASSIFIED RATES - $5.00 minimum charge for 4 lines of type (average 7 words per
line). Additional charge of 9\1 per word for ad running over 28 words. (28 words to include
name, address and phone.) All copy to be RECEIVED BY 15th day of month preceding
publication. One inch boxed ad - 58 word maximum - $12.00.

have. They come to the shows with their
suitcase plus a probe (a stick or C.B. an
tennae with a chrome ball tip). They pro
ceed to probe the benched birds, often
touching the vent. Need I say more?

They do this to see if the bird will sit
still; often times they don't. If the bird
leaves the perch it is generally disquali
fied, although it was perfectly still until the
judge probed it. The bad part of this is the
chance of spreading a bad disease from
one bird to the next. I don't think any judge
should touch any bird at all and then fiddle
with the next ones on down the line. When
I don't let people handle my own birds, I
don't feel they should be handled at a
show.

Another obvious fault among many of
the judges is the inability to count eight
toes and nails on the birds. If they have
trouble counting toes, any ten year old
could volunteer to help with this problem.

I am sure there are many other faults too
numerous to mention, but one concerning
health is of paramount importance to all
concerned.

Yours respectfully,
J.B.
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.

Your letter points out at least two sepa
rate problems - judges and diseases.
Both can be disastrous. If you choose to
show your birds neither problem is easily
avoided.

/'m sure that all shows strive for sani
tary conditions and a disease-free envi
ronment but whenever hundreds of birds
come together from hundreds oflocations
there is an increased disease hazard. It all
boils down to you pays your money and
takes your chances.

The judge problem, as I see it, likewise
has no cure. When you enter your bird in a
show you tacitly agree to subject yourself
(your bird at least) to the whims and vaga
ries of the judge. There is no appeal to a
higher authority. The judge is a small god
for the duration ofthe show.

The only way to avoid the disease ha
zards ofa show is to avoid the show. There
are, however, two ways to get out from
under the caprices ofthe judge. In a great
huff, gather your violated bird to your
breast and withdraw with an outraged dig
nity. Or, more to be desired, when the
judge probes your bird, you, sir, with your
umbrella or cane, jab the judge vigorously
in the vent. You will be escorted out with a
damaged dignity but with a look ofinfinite
satisfaction on yourface.

Ed.
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RARE AMAZONS, Yellow Faced, Jamaican
Black Bills, Jamaican Yellow Bills, all $425.00
ea. or $800.00 pro Guaranteed healthy and in
perfect condition. Babies or sexed adults avail
able. All trades considered. George c. Kelmetis,
49 Grace Lane, Levittown, N.Y. 11756. Call
(516) 822-3782.

RARE FINCHES' Cage and aviary bred: Lady
GOUlds (3 colors), Cuban Melodious, Melba;
Purple Grenadiers, Tri-color Parrot Finches,
many others. SASE for price list. Dunham,
1840 48th Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL. 33714
(813-527-0252) ABSOLUTELY NO VISITORS
WITHOUT APPOINTMENT.

ASSEMBLED NESTING BOXES: Parakeets
$25.00 and $26.00. Lovebird - $34.00, Finch
$14.00, Cockatiel $50.00 by dozen. Blocks
extra. $4.00 and $8.00. R&R CABINET SHOP,
Box 23, Big Spring, Texas 915/267/8552.

ROSE-BREASTED COCKATOO, HEN - Good
looking bird, hand tame, $1500/offer. Ed
Ramsay, 808 Radcliffe Dr., Davis, CA 95616.
916·756-6763.

FOR SALE: GREEN WING McCAW, $800.00
AFRICAN GREY $450.00, BLUE FRONT
AMAZON $350.00. All very tame, say hello?,
2 years old. Dudley C. Fort. Sewanee, TN
37375. (615) 598-5630.

FOR SALE: BLUE PEACH FACE $70.00.
Minimum shipping order - 4 birds. Write to
T. Boylan - 23342 Angeles Forest Hwy, Paml
dale, CA. 93550 - inclUde your phone number.

COLORED ALUMINUM COCKATIEL &
LOVE BIRD BANDS. Black - Blue - Gold 
Green - Red - Silver. Please give the following
information. Type of bird - Cockatiel or Love
Bird. Initials wanted (up to three). Consecutive
numbers wanted. Year and Color. All bandS are
12 cents each in the above colors. On all orders
under $5.00 please add 50 cents. California
residents please add 6% sales tax. L & M LEG
BANDS. P.O. Box 2943, San Bernardino, CA.
92406.

UNUSUAL EXPERIENCE: Need a semi
retired couple to live on and help man
age an Exotic Bird Farm. Address all
inquiries to Farm, 7000 N.W. 69 Ave.,
Miami, Florida 33166.

GOLDEN NUTRITIOUS "LlV" Food Concen
trate for Birds of all kinds. "LlV" proves the
most important ingredient in any feedln9 pro
gram. To maintain high e9g production and
fertility "LIV" is a must for Breeders Feed.
"LlV" to Chicks in place of hard boiled eg9s.
"LlV" is the best buy you will ever make. Try
it and see! FARM & WILDLIFE PRODUCTS..
P.O. Box 6231, Elmwood Park Sta., Omaha,
Nebraska 68106.

RUFOUS TREE PIE $150.00 ea. Mynah Birds
$95.00 ea. Med. Sui. Cr. Cockatoo $650.00
ea. Les. Sui. Cr. Cockatoo $350.00 ea. Dusky
Lorys Mated Pro $135.00 ea. Violet-necked
Lorys Mated Pro $90.00 ea. White Crested
Laughing Thrust $150.00 ea. Pintailed Non
pareil $25.00 ea. Call 713/445-6206 after 6 :00
p.m.

FOR SALE: Proven Breeding Pair Greater Sul
phur Crested Cockatoos $2800.00. Proven
pairs Peach-faced lovebirds, cockatiels - nor
mals, whites, splits. 2 DOUble-Yellow HeadS for
breeding. Jaffrie Saltares, Box 303, Youngs
ville, N.Y. 12791. (914) 482-9976.

FO R SALE: 2 Toco Toucan babies: Hand fed,
hand tamed, asking $675 each. R. Grochowski,
Forest, VA. (804) 525-3120.

FOR SALE: BUDGIES - WHOLESALE
ONLY. Offering an excellent variety of colors
in each shipment. No packing charge, satisfac
tion guaranteed. Write or call, Cascade Aviar
ies, 4848 S. 288th St., Auburn, WA 98002,
(206) 839-5877.

ZEBRA FINCHES: FLORIDA FANCY (New
color variety described in November Watch
bird). Hardy productive breeding birds. 3/pr,
$100.00. Kipp, Rt I, Box 640-G-l, Tarpon
Springs, FL 33589.

FOR SALE: 4 pairs red head parrots, 1 pair
yellow head parrots, guaranteed proven breed
ers. All have produced young. Phon& 512/546
1391 after 6 p.m.

BUDGIES OF QUALITY -1/2 English, 1/2 Amer·
ican. Improve your breeding stock with our
birds. Also pure English exhibition Budgies 
write for price list - State your needs. Beauti
ful pure English Australian Pieds. Rain Forest
Bird Farm (A.B.S. Reg.) 18239 N.E. 182nd
Ave., Brush Prairie, Wash. 98606. (206) 256
6178.

FOR SALE: Adelaide, Pennant, Blue, and Stan
ley Rosellas; Bourke and Turquisine Grass Par
rakeets, Red Fronted and Yellow Fronted
Kakarikis, Yellow and Normal Red Rumps.
Also, one pair each of Amboina King Parrots,
Moluccan Cockatoos, Lesser Sulphur Crested
Cockatoos, and Blue Rumped Parrots. For
prices please inquire. Jerry Jennings, Walnut
Acres Aviaries, 1803 Pontius Ave., Los Ange
les, CA 90025. Tel. (213) 884-5476 evenings.

LIVE MEAL WO RMS encourage breeding, pro
vide natural vitamin-packed nutrients for growth
and development. Fun to hand feed for tam
ing! Wholesale to Club Members: 5000 @

$10.00; 10,000 @ 19.00; 20,000 @ 35.00. Handy
cups of 500 in bran only $16.80 per dozen.
SO POOL YOUR ORDERS! Call tonight (714)
298-5678 until 7 p.m. Olympic Meal Worms,
Dept. A.F.A., Box 2500/2501 La Jolla, CA.
92038. Cal res. add 6% sales tax.

At Super Birds Ltd., Ft. Pierce, Fla., we breed
birds; Cockatiels, Finches, Macaws, Yellow
Napes. Often we have great bUyS on various
others, all year long, from cooperating breed
ers throughout the U.S.A. Call 305-461-6484.

ROSE BREASTED COCKATOO - Hand tame.
Beautiful bird. $1500.00. Ed Ramsay, 808
Radcliffe Dr., Davis, CA 95616. (916) 756
6763.

2 pair 1978 Golden Mantle Rosellas, $250.00
pair. Koklass pheasants, $400.00 pair. hens
$200.00 each. Also, Elliots, Mikado and Cheer
pheasants. Ed Benhardt, Reardan, Washington
99029. Phone (509) 796-4774.

FOR SALE OR TRADE: Sydney Wax
bills, Fawn Java Sparrows, Rare Austral
ian Parrots.
WANT TO BUY: Cockatoos, Rare muta
tions of Parrots.

J. Postema B.V.
Kabelwerken
Veenakkers 4

9511 RC Gieterveen (Dr.)
Holland

Ph. 05990-48382

FOR SALE IN OREGON: Acclimated to 30 0 F.
Blue & Gold Macaw. Severe Macaw. Molucan
Cockatoo. Umbrella Cockatoo. Green Cheeked
Amazon. Spectacled Amazon. Painted Conure.
Canary Winged Parakeet. Will consider trading.
Summit, (503) 456-4551.
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