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Send 1.00 (refundable)
for a copy of our latest catalogs.

We buy and sell all types of birds_

SPECIAL INTEREST
.BREEDING·

Buying'Selling
Australian Hookbills

(714) 744 -4835
3141 N. TWIN OAKS VALLEY ROAD

SAN MARCOS, CA. 92069

Lloyd Imig Bird Books
310 Maria Drive Dept. WB
Wausau, Wisconsin 54401

(715) 845-5101

INFORMATIVE BIRD BOOKS
Cage Bird, Gamc Bird, Pigeon, Poultry.
Watcrfowl and Ornithology Books.

We can supply an excellent choicc of
ncw, used, out-of-print and limitcd

editions.

LOVE NESTT
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FINCH
NEST
BOXES
Jae Jae Industries
3121 Oak St.
Santa Ana,
CA 92707

(714) 549-4970

4 Dozen for $15.00
POST PAID!
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

Made of wax-coated, corrugated box
board. Great for Zebras, Societies, and
other finches. Economically disposable
which promotes a healthier, more pro
ductive breeding environment. Try 'em
- they're the best thing for breeders
singe eggshells!

others as one shares the beauty of a flower
garden. Indeed, birds have become some
thing akin to legal tender. This deplorable
fact hit me rather hard when I learned of
the aforementioned snake who was will
ing, nay. anxious, to have his birds killed
for the proper price.

Well. so much for snakes. Now I should
make it very clear that S.L. Dingle, your
humble servant, is solely responsible for
the things expressed in ., From the Editor's
Desk" column. My attitudes and com
mentaries do not necessarily reflect the
philosophy and posture of the A.F.A.

You, too. are invited to share with our
readers your own viewpoints and opin
ions. You can do so by addressing your
letters directly to me. After all, everyone is
entitled to their own erroneous opinions.

ow. perhaps I should get on with a
letter or two.

Dear Friends,
I enjoyed the Watchbird article on the

Red-eyed Copper Bar Zebra Finch. Now I
have a quesion about the eye color. How
red is red? As you know, the wild Zebras
all have red eyes. The domesticated Ze
bras have "black" eyes (actually very
dark red.) I have a red-eyed Zebra male. I
prefer to call it pink-eyed.

But back to my question. If a black-eyed
copper hen were sitting on a perch beside a
red-eyed copper hen in the flight in the
subdued light of a bird house, could you
distinguish eye color between the two at,
say, 15 feet distance?

If so, I would be inclinded to call the one
bird a pink-eyed Zebra, not that it makes a
lot of difference.

The male I have is a '78 fawn pied. He
has fathered about 25 youngsters to date,
the first 5 with a normal grey hen, the rest
with a "Florida Fancy" hen. The first
clutch fledged in January 1979 and have
not yet been bred.

Observations to date:
I. The "pink-eye" could be a sport rather

than a mutation.

Sheldon Dmgle
PO Box 340

Norco. CA 91760

A II corre\pondcnce
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NOTICE

by Sheldon Dingle

The bird world is peopled with snakes. I
mean slimy, slithering, sneaking snakes
that are poisonous to bird and man alike.
These snakes will stand upright before
you, fix you with a beady eye, and while
swaying to and fro, try to hypnotize you
into believing they are honest and sincere
aviculturists and bird dealers.

One such snake was spotted in action
here in Southern California during the lat
est ewcastle's disease outbreak. He is a
bird dealer who has some aviaries and a
store. Unfortunately, he acquired some
birds from an infested source. Still more
unfortunately, while the government task
force was waiting for the test results on his
birds, he went out and bought every cheap
bird he could lay hands on. When the tests
results said Newcastle, the government
bought. at an inflated price, all of his birds
and destroyed them-including the inno
cent birds recently purchased for that very
purpose.

The profits were so good that the
snake's neighbor and avicultural buddy
called around trying to find a V.V.N.D.
infected bird so he too could have his avi
aries depopulated at a profit.

Gentle reader, I don't know about you,
but my instincts tell me to grab the snake
behind its head and to depopulate it vig
orously against a rock.

Is nothing pure anymore? Is nothing
sacred? Is mammon the only god left?
Don't misunderstand me, I am all in favor
of an honest profit in bird dealings, but the
bird world seems to have too many people
in it nowadays who are too willing to sac
rifice a green bird for a greenback. Too
many people look into a cage to see a
parrot and see only a profit; they look to
see finches and see finances.

Where are the sensitive, gentle souls
who keep birds because birds are the living
gems of the world, because birds bring
delight to the eye, music to the ear, and
peace to the soul? Where is the man who
holds his birds so dear that he would not
sell them at any price?

In our culture, birds no longer seem to
be things of beauty that one can share with
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refering is the one entitled . 'Canary
Thoughts for The Novice" on page
twelve.

For openers, the author states that "all
birds should have nice rounded heads short
beaks, short tails and smooth even feather
texture." Since Ms. Pritchard makes
sweeping reference to "Type birds", she
should have stated that the heads, beaks
and tails of the Frilled varieties are a not
able exception, as is the tail of the York
shire. A long tail on a Yorkshire Canary is
a very important feature. The standard of
perfection for the Yorkshire Canary, the
same in the U.S.A. as in Great Britian,
states that the size should be approxi
mately 6¥i inches, not 614 as is stated in
Ms. Pritchard's article. One half inch
makes a lot of difference in a canary.

My partner Steve Shaw and myself have
been raising and winning with type ca
naries for almost ten years now, always in
hot competition. Glosters have been a
mainstay in this room as most type canary
breeders know. I am not bragging, I just
want to give some background for what I
am about to say.

For nine years, since we purchased our
original breeding stock, we have been do
ing virtually all of our Gloster matings in
the time honored traditional way. That is
to say, by double buffing. We raise one
hundred and twenty five young Gloster
each season. We usually wind up with two
or three which have feather lumps when
they mature. These are destroyed if the
lumps are bad and used as feeders if they
are not. I invite Ms. Pritchard to come and
see how many loose or sloppy feathered
Glosters that she will find here. Loose
feather, like so many other faults, comes
from a lack of concientious pairings, and
from not culling to the bone as one should.
Breeding winners is as much a matter of
what you sell as what you keep. If you
believe that feather lumps come from dou
ble buffing, or is limited Norwich canaries
exclusively, that is a serious error. Harold
Sodamann is the one man in the whole
U. S. bird fancy who has come up with a
sound and well thought out theory on the
matter of lumps. Novices should make use
of the knowledge which he possesses. It is
also unfair to cast aspersions upon im
ported birds. If you want good quality
English birds, you must be willing to pay
the same high prices which top birds com
mand over there. We, in this country, are
deluding ourselves if we think that all ca
naries bred in England are show quality.
Many of them, of course, are; probably a
much higher percentage than we have here
due to the greater number of people inter
ested and to more established strains.
When I went to England a few years ago, I
sawall those fanciers from the continent

2. If it is a mutation, it is not sex-linked
his daughters do not have pink eyes.

3. It is possible the male is split for blue.
You wouldn't believe the colors of the

youngsters from the "Florida Fancy,"
about one third are white (understand
ably), one is a real, honest to God Fawn,
the remainder, males, and females, are
more "blue" than anything else.

Name withheld by
request.

This letter came to me but its contents were
addressed primarily to Mr. Joe Lannom.
We invite a responsefrom any ofyou Finch
breeders who have pertinent information
or ideas regarding the Zebra Finch
mutation.

Dear Editor,
I viewed with interest your article on

Zebra Variety (Oct.-Nov. 1978, page 34).
I have been raising, selling, and show

ing this variety of Zebra Finch (which I
call creams) for over five years.

I showed a pair in Dallas at the National
Show in 1977 and won best pair Zebras,
also at the National in Atlanta in 1978 and
won best pair.

I bought my first male in a pet shop in
St. Louis in 1973. He had the dark burnt
orange cheek patches, but was not as light
in color as the ones I have now. I mated
him to a silver hen. Each nest I eliminated
the darker or more silver birds, keeping the
lighter ones, and mating a light hen back to
the father. I now have a strain that pro
duces almost I()()% light cream birds.
They are exactly like the picture you show
in your magazine and are beautiful. I have
sold these birds in the St. Louis area for
over two years.

My husband and I really enjoy The
Watchbird, it is very informative and the
color photographs are outstanding.

Sincerely yours,
Mrs. Dorothy Knapp
St. Louis,Mo.

Gentlemen:
Have just received the Dec.1Jan. issue

of WATCHBIRD which I am reading with
the usual enthusiasm. I find, however, that
this time there is one article which has
caused some concern since in it some opin
ions are expressed as fact and in reality are
quite misleading. The article to which I am

Vicky and Kent

Kibler

PAT'S BIRD RANCH
Birds. Nest Boxes

Carriers
Special Boxes Made

to Order
(213) 443-2886
Roger Compton
8397 6th Street
Hesperia, Ca 92345

216/618~0488

Siky Kilrlgs Avialry
5165 ROUTE 43

KENT, OHIO 44240

-WE SHIP-

LARGE SELECTION OF
IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC BIRDS

Telephone inquiries only,
No correspondence

SMlny'S ~ ::~2'~~
9urquoisine Alliari'eN

fspecializing in
TURQUOISINES

SCARLET CHESTED and
YELLOW MUTATION

BOU RKE PAR RAKEETS
Catering to serious breeders only

RALPH V. SMITH
P.O. Box 27. Calimesa, CA 92320

(714) 795-7272

An Australian Society catering to all
birds, care, breeding and their habitat
in the wild. We put out a bi-monthly
magazine on all aspects of aviculture and
conservation. Anyone interested in
becoming a member, please write to:

President, Mr. Ray Gardood,
19 Fahey's Road, Albany Creek, 4035,

Queensland, Australia
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION $7.00 (Aust.l

1st Jan. to 31 Dec.
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\,f'll:. BUY' SELL' TRADE BIRos

\,f'l1'\\11:. 10 US FOR THE lA rEsr

OF I'I'\\CES & BIROS AVAI
\.-,51 lABlE

5\-\\1' - ALL TYPES OF B
\,f'll:. IROs

P.O. BOX 306

CHARLOTTE COURT HOUSE,

VIRGINIA 23923

GALV. AFTER AVIARY NETTING
24" thru 72" x 100 Lin. Ft. Rls.
';' x ';' Mesh 22 Ga.

GALV. B4 POULTRY NETTING
12" thru 72" x 150 Lin. Ft. Rls.
1" Mesh 20 Ga. - 2" Mesh 20 Ga.

GALV. WELDED FABRIC
24" thru 72" wide x 100 Lin. Ft. Rls.
1" x 'I" x 16 Ga. - 1" x 1" x 16 Ga.

1"xl"x14Ga.
2" x 1" x 14 Ga. - 4" x 2" x 14 Ga. 

4" x 2" x 12';' Ga.

GALV. WELDED & WOVEN
HARDWARE CLOTH

'h x ';' Mesh 19 Ga. - '/.0 x 'I. Mesh 23 Ga. 
'I. x 'I. Mesh 27 Ga.

FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION

CITY WIRE CLOTH, INC.
3706 Avalon Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90011

(213) 232-5166

COMPLETE LOCAL
WAREHOUSE STOCKS

804/542-5961

Ed.

know nothing. I hau hopeu to help a little.
not hi nuer.

[ ~tarteu rai~ing canarie~ in 195X. anu
have been ~howing them ~ince 1959. I
have been a con~i~tant v. inner at ~hov,,~

both in San Diego anu Lo~ Angele~. I havc
abo been rai~ing t}PC biru~ for 4uitc ~omc

time. My Glo~ter~ have won lllany
awards. a~ wcll as [GSA Ro~cttes With
out wanting to brag. I havc ~OlllC of thc
nicc~t Frill~ in thc Uniteu Statcs. a~ man}
juugc~ can attc~t to. I havc raiscu Rcu
Factor~. Dilutc~. Pastcls. Glo~tcr. Yorl-..
:'>lorv. ich anu Frills. I havc bccn a canar)
cla~~ificr for mcr 10 )car~. anu havc bccn
juuging both T) pc anu Rcu Factor. in
Frc~no. Lo~ Angcle~ anu San Dicgo for
four year~.

Sorry to havc upsct thc biru v.orlu in thc
USA. I prol11isc ncvcr to uo it again,,~ If
pcoplc woulu havc rcau what I .wid in 111)

article. instcau of what thc) Ihoughll ~aiu.

it v.oulu ha\c hclpeu!

Welcome to the world of controversy
in pn·nt. By now you should know that If
one wn'ter says it's daytime, another wtll
say it is night. Do not be discouraged. If
you spoke from a burning bush, you
would not be accepted by everyone. The
important thing is to base your opinion
on as solid a foundation as possible and
stick to your guns.

Controversy promotes learning and
should not be shunned. By the way, 1
have received affirmative response to
your article, as well as negative.

Dear Sir:
Would you please send me information

on raising birds in aviaries? [ started with
four pairs of Zebra Finches but found that [
need an outlet for my overflow of babies or
must erect more aviaries. Anything you
have in the way of buyers of Finches
would be very welcome - or any informa
tion on controlled breeding of birds.

I'm mainly interested in small birds that
can be housed together and eat about the
same type of food. [ have trouble finding
different kinds of finches. Any help you
can offer will be appreciated.

Thank you in advance,
R.J. Aagard
Biggs, Ca.

Dear Mr. Aagard. everyone should have
your problems. You don' t need informa-

Y\lllr~ in thc fanc) .
Janicc Pritchard

Thanks in the name of
the fancy
Frederick A. D' Amoto

Dear Sir:
As you no doubt know by now, I made

the fatal mistake of writing an article for
the Dec/Jan issue of the Watchbird. I have
never seen anything cause so much como
tion! [ feel that [ must stick up for myself,
since so many think I am a rank novice and

with lots of money in their hands vying for
top birds. If a man has top quality birds and
people beating down his door to get them,
why would he sell them to an importer or
wholesaler?

Getting back to Glosters, the standard,
which is the same in all parts of the world
to the best of my knowledge, says not one
word about 4Y2 inches. Nowhere in the
standard is size mentioned in inches. The
standard does say and I quote; Size 
tendency to the diminutive. The standard
picture illustrates well the message of the
written words. A chunky, rounded bird
which is at the same time small. short and
compact. Breeding orwich to Glosters is
a short cut to disaster. The orwich is as
different from the Gloster in demeanor and
character as is day from night. The craze
for head is what leads people to cross
breed.

I am in full agreement with the last para
graph in Ms. Pritchard's article, urging
people to attend shows and join clubs. The
standard is the final word in defining mat
ters of type, and the standard must be stud
ied and learned by heart. It must be learned
accurately to be of any value to the indi
vidual, or to the fancy as a whole. Mis
quoted or misinterpreted, it can do much
harm to those who are newcomers. It is
early in the fancy that we seem to be the
most curious. It is most unfortunate that
many of us do not keep that curiosity sharp
and keen after we have learned the basics
and are ready to move into the more diffi
cult aspects of bird breeding.

A final note. I am not a contentious
person, nor do I look for controversy
where none exists. I must honestly say
though, that the bird publications in this
country are always looked forward to
eagerly by novice and "old-timer" alike.
The messages and lessons which go out to
the readers are almost always absorbed
and discussed, especially by the novices.
Accuracy should always be our byword.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
CLASSIFIED RATES - $5.00 minimum charge for 4 lines of type (average 7 words per
line). Additional charge of 9\1 per word for ad running over 28 words. (28 words to include
name, address and phone.) All copy to be RECEIVED BY 15th day of month preceding
publication. One inch boxed ad - 58 word maximum - $12.00.

tion on raising birds in aviaries - you
should divulge information.

Fortunately, I have a few answers that
may be of some help to you. First off, to
acquire a wide selection offinches, some
quite rare and expensive, contact the vari
ous bird dealers who advertise in our
magazine. Many ofthese dealers have lots
offinches of all kinds and they would be
only too happy to sell some to you. Of
course, when the government put:> the
squeeze on the importers and arbitrarily
restricts or eliminates the quarantine sta
tions the supply offinches becomes rather
spotty. On the other hand, if the govern
ment policy continues, you can contact
your local smuggler and get what you want
for slightly higher prices and much higher
risks.

The same advice applies to selling your
birds. Contact the various dealers adver
tised herein and make arrangements to sell
them your surplus. Naturally, supply and
demand will set the prices.

Now regarding controlled breeding. I
have serveral ideas. First, you might in
troduce a Toucan or a Hornbill into your
Zebrajlight. These two birds will snap up
the slow and unwary finches instantly and
you will have achieved two things at once
- you will have reduced your over
population and you will be upgrading your
stock as only the quick and vigorous will
survive. Note, too, sir, that this same
technique applies in the wild. It is perfectly
natural. Be prepared, however, to deal
with a very fat Toucan.

Second, you might alter the sexual ba
lance ofyour breeders. Do not keep pairs.
I recommend a large surplus of males 
say fifty to each hen. This will guarantee a
very modest nesting and will result in
fewer babies. Do not reverse the sexual
ratio as one exceedingly virile male may
fertilize all of the hens before he falls off
his perch - and then, ofcourse, you are
again confronted with the unhappy prob
lem oftoo many babies.

Or third, if your resources permit, you
can hire a major construction company to
field large crews of builders to hammer
away day and night on new aviaries. You
might buy a lumber company, a trucking
firm, bulldozers and earthmovers - the
possibilities are limitless - just so you
keep ahead of the bird production. Who
knows, you might wind up with an avi
cultural counterpart to the famous Win
chester house. You, sir, may be destined
for fame.

Truly, sir, your problems are multitud
inous. God forbid the malady should
spread. I don't think the economy could
stand it.

Ed.
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RARE AMAZONS, Yellow Faced, Jamaican
Black Bills, Jamaican Yellow Bills, all $425.00
ea. or $800.00 pro Guaranteed healthy and in
perfect condition. Babies or sexed adults avail
able. All trades considered. George C. Kelmetis,
49 Grace Lane, Levittown, N.Y. 11756. Call
(516) 822-3782.

RARE FINCHES' Cage and aviary bred: Lady
Goulds (3 colors); Cuban Melodious; Melba;
Purple Grenadiersi Tri·color Parrot Finches,
many others. SASE for price list. Dunham,
1840 48th Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL. 33714
(813-527-0252) ABSOLUTELY NO VISITORS
WITHOUT APPOINTMENT.

ASSEMBLED NESTING BOXES: Parakeets 
$25.00 and $26.00. Lovebird - $34.00, Finch
$14.00, Cockatiel $50.00 by dozen. Blocks
extra_ $4.00 and $8.00. R&R CABINET SHOP,
Box 23, Big Spring, Texas 915/267/8552.

COLORED ALUMINUM COCKATIEL &
LOVE BIRD BANDS. Black - Blue - Gold 
Green - Red - Silver. Please give the following
information. Type of bird - Cockatiel or Love
Bird. Initials wanted (up to three)_ Consecutive
numbers wanted. Year and Color. All bands are
12 cents each in the above colors. On all orders
under $5.00 please add 50 cents. California
residents please add 6% sales tax. L & M LEG
BANDS. P.O. Box 2943, San Bernardino, CA.
92406.

BUDGIES OF QUALITY - 1/2 English, 1/2 Amer
ican. Improve your breeding stock with our
birds. Also pure English eXhibition Budgies 
write for price list - State your needs. Beauti
ful pure English Australian Pieds. Rain Forest
Bird Farm (A.B.S. Reg.) 18239 N.E. 182nd
Ave., Brush Prairie, Wash. 98606. (206) 256
6178.

FOR SALE: Adelaide, Pennant, Blue, and Stan
ley Rosellas; Bourke and Turquisine Grass Par
rakeets, Red Fronted and Yellow Fronted
Kakarikis; Yellow and Normal Red Rumps.
Also, one pair each of Amboina King Parrots,
Moluccan Cockatoos, Lesser Sulphur Crested
COCkatoos, and Blue Rumped Parrots. For
prices please inquire. Jerry Jennings, Walnut
Acres Aviaries, 1803 Pontius Ave., Los Ange
les, CA 90025. Tel. (213) 884-5476 evenings.

At Super Birds Ltd., Ft. Pierce, Fla., we breed
birds; Cockatiels, Finches, Macaws, Yellow
Napes. Often we have great bUyS on various
others, all year long, from cooperating breed
ers throughout the U.S.A. Call 305-461-6484.

2 pair 1978 Golden Mantle Rosellas, $250.00
pair. Koklass pheasants, $400.00 pair, hens
$200.00 each. Also, Elliots, Mikado and Cheer
pheasants. Ed Benhardt, Reardan, Washington
99029_ Phone (509) 796-4774.

LIVE MEAL WORMS encourage breeding, pro
vide natural vitamin-packed nutrients for growth
and development. Fun to hand feed for tam
ing! Wholesale to Club Members: 5000 @
$10.00; 10,000 @ $19.00; 20,000 @ $35.00.
Handy cups of 500 in bran only $16.80 per
dozen. SO POOL YOUR ORDERS! Call
tonight (714) 298-5678 until 7 p.m. Olympic
Meal Worms, Dept. A.F.A., Box 2500/2501,
La Jolla, CA. 92038. Cal res. add 6% sales tax.

SELL FEATHERS FROM YOUR BIRDS 
Don't throw them away. Cut seed costs and put
money in your pocket besides. For information
send S.A.S.E. to Kevin Schneider, P.O. Box
20795, EI Cajon, Calif. 92021.

FOR SALE: 1978 HatCh. Two pair Blue
Ground Doves, One extra Male. $150.00 Pair.
Two pair Tambourine Doves, one extra male.
$150.00 Pair. Two pair for $275.00. Two
Indian Green Wing Cocks. $30.00 Each. Pair
of Cape Doves. $70_00. Jarry Rafajko, RR I,
Box 171, Elroy, WI 53929. Phone (608) 463
7595.

FOR SALE: Young Macaws, Cockatoos, Ama
zons, Greys, Conures, Cockatiels. Call or write
for price list. J&R Parrot Ranch. 714-989-6854.
P.O. Box 155, Alta Loma, CA 91701.

HOUSE FOR SALE: Zoned for animals, 47
flights, $95,000. Harold Thornsberry, 603
Cully Dr., Orange, CA. (714) 974-0953.

AT SUPER BIRDS LTD., Ft. Pierce, Fla., we
breed birds; Cockatiels, Finches, Macaws, Yel
low Napes. Often we have great bUyS on various
others, all year long, from cooperating breeders
throughout the USA. Call 305-461-6484.

PEACH FACED LOVEBIRDS - Green, Blue,
Pieds, Lutino, and Splits_ Banded winter 1979.
McCarthy-Hurlbut, 2118 Harriett Dr., Talla
hassee, FL. 32303. 904-385-3050.

FOR SALE: Peachfaced mutations, incl. Lutino
($240), Albino ($400), Normal males/ino
($125), Blue males ($180), Olive ($250), Dark
green/blue ($165). Also yellow Fischer ($120),
White Bluemasked ($145) and 1 breeding pair
yellow Bourke. Free shipping with large orders.
Erhart (Ph. 616-375-6335).

COCKATIELS, ALBINOS, PIEDS and NOR·
MALS. Young birds or birds old enough to
breed. Reasonably priced. Will ship. Millers Bird
Farm, Ryan, OK. Call 405-757-2437 anytime.

VIOLET-EARRED WAXBILLS, $62.50. Gold
Breasted Wax bills, $20.00. Silverbills, $9.00.
Bronzwinged Mannikins, $10.00. Cockatoos
and Amazons. Call or write, Southwest-Aviar
ies, Inc., P.O. Box 61432, Houston, Texas. 713
445-6206.

HEALTHY MALE GALAPAGOS DOVE
NEEDS MATE - lets get together and sustain
this lovely breed! Call Prof. Will Johnson,
714-726-1908.

SUPER BIRDS LTD has a fine selection of
excellent birds. Retailers and jobbers please
note - we offer an alternative to the ordinary
suppliers. 305-461-6484.

"BABY MILITARY MACAWS" - Hand-fed
since two weeks old from my aviary. Delight
fully tame and gentle. $750. Call anytime.
George Lackey. (512) 787-1479 (Texas).






