
We buy and sell all types of birds.
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growing. period. Love birds raised in
aviaries where selective breeding is prac­
ticed and where a high level of proper
food elements is provided, show a marked
increase in size when compared to the
same species in the wild.

Failure to provide the proper food
elements results in dietary stresses upon
both the parents and young which may
be reflected in poor egg hatchability,
improper growth, and decreases resistance
to disease and parasites.

Food elements are broken down into
different classes which include carbohy­
drates, fats, proteins, vitamins and
minerals.

Carbohydrates, in the forms of sugars
and starches, and fats function mainly as
sources of energy and heat.

Proteins, as the "body builders", form
a large part of muscles, body organs,
feathers, skin, beak, claws, and eggs. Pro-

by Richard E. Baer, D. V.M.

A Balanced Ration
For

Lovebirds

Roper nutrition is the most important
single factor in ensuring a long healthy
life and complete physiological efficiency
of any animal.

The cage bird is totally dependent
upon the aviculturist to provide this
proper nutrition in the form of a com­
plete and balanced ration. The ration
should supply the proper amounts of all
the nutrients required for vigorous
growth, normal development, reproduc­
tion and resistance to diseases.

Growth is not only manifested by an
increase in size, but it also involves con­
tinuous multiplication of body cells
and their differentiation to perform the
different functions of the body organ­
isms. Maximal size of the bird may be
limited by heredity, but maximal devel­
opment can be achieved only by continu­
ous realization of the full growth poten­
tial by proper feeding throughout the

A handful of healthy youngsters. These babies were raised in the aviaries of L. Horton/
R. Dubuc. They know the value of, and applaud, Dr. Baer's good nutritional advise.
Three Blue Masked at top, Black-cheeked in center, Nyasaland on lower right.
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SPECIALIZING IN

EXOTIC BIRDS
AND FANCY KOI

Parrots
Cock'atoos

Macaws
Cockatiels
Halfmoons
Love Birds

Custom Cages Also
Available

WE BUY SELL SHIP
BREEDER

INQUIRY INVITED

SPECIAL INTEREST
. BREEDING·

Buying'Selling
Australian Hookbills

(714) 744-4835
3141 N. TWIN OAKS VALLEY ROAD

SAN MARCOS, CA. 92069
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Love Birds of the Finest Quality

All Species

and their mutation

Birds closed banded with official ALBS REGISTERED BANDS.
(African Love Bird Society)

Guaranteed pedigrees - complete records on all birds.

Most birds bred in individual pairs, large cages no less than 6 feet.
All birds matured and rested in 15 foot outside aviaries.

All birds raised and fed daily on the finest seed, fruit, greens, vetetables, and

vitamine based egg food

Only two clutches of young per pair are taken in a 12 month period.

WRITE FOR CURRENT PRICE LIST.

2376 Bella Vista, Vista, CA 92083 - after 6 p.m. (714) 727-1486

agapornis acres
a private garden Lee Horton/Roland Dubuc



Magnolia
Biro
Farm

We Buy Birds
We Shlp Birds
COMPLETE BIRD SUPPLIES

(714) 527-3387
Open 9 to 6 Closed Sun., Mon., Holidays

8990 Cerritos Ave.
Anaheim, Ca. 92804

PET BIRDS,INC.
Quality Pet Birds for the
discriminating buyer at

competitive prices.

COCKATOOS
AMAZONS
MACAWS

and FINCHES, ETC.

Live Delivery Guaranteed

Call for prices, or write:
PET BIRDS, INC.

1730 Bay Road
Miami Beach, FL 33139

(305) 532-1039
IU.S.D.A. APPROVED

QUARANTINE STATION)

10

teins are composed of relatively simple
units, the amino acids. Some amino acids
(the "non-essential" amino acids) can be
manufactured by the bird; others (the
"essential" amino acids) can be obtained
only from the diet.

Vitamins are required in very small
amounts, but deficiencies in them can re­
sult in major disturbances in the health of
the bird. Fortunately most practical diets
contain adequate amounts of vitamins
and they can be easily provided in readily
available vitamin supplements.

Minerals have many functions and are
as necessary to life as the other food
elements.

Grit or gravel is needed by all seed
eaters. It should not be considered a
source of minerals, but rather the min­
erals should be provided separately.

Besides the food elements, birds re­
quire water which is usually obtained
by drinking and eating succulent foods.

The basic ration of the love bird con­
sists mainly of seeds, which should be
supplemented with greens, fruit and
additional mineral and protein supple­
ments.

Seeds are sometimes classified as
starch (carbohydrate) seeds or oil seeds.
Starch seeds include the cereal or grass
seeds (such as the millets, canary seed,
oats, etc.) and buckwheat. They generally
contain less protein than the oil seeds and
are low in the essential amino acid
"lysine". Common millet is deficient in
the amino acid "tryptophan" while
canary seed is a fairly good source of this
amino acid. On the other hand, canary
seed is deficient in "methionine" while
this amino acid is found more abundantly
in millet; so, the proteins of millet and
canary seed tend to supplement each
other with respect to their amino acids.

The oil seeds (which include niger,
sesame, safflower and sunflower) general­
ly contain more protein (up to 20-25%)
which is of a higher biological value and
they provide somewhat more of the
essential amino acid "lysine" than do the
starch seeds. Niger is one of the most
useful of the oil seeds.

A balanced ration for love birds should
contain a mixture of starch and oil seeds.
Commercial Budgerigar seed mixes used
by many love bird breeders as a feed for
their birds is generally a60-40-10 ratio of
common (proso) millet, canary seed and
oat groats. As millet is lower in protein,
it would be well to increase this food
element in the ratio by bringing the
canary seed content up closer to 50%.
Additional protein increase can be ob­
tained by the addition of small kibbled
dog biskit (Ken-L Ration brand) to the
ration. This kibbled biskit contains at

least 22% protein in the form of wheat
feed flour, meat and bone meal, and soy
bean meal (all rich in the essential amino
acids, especially "lysine"), and it also
contains vitamin concentrates and miner­
als including the trace minerals.

Additional vitamins can be added to
the ration in the form of water soluble
liquid concentrates (Lambert-Kay Co.,
"Avitron" - 8 drops per qt. of water),
or of water soluble powders (Whitmoyer's
"Headstart" poultry powder) added to
the drinking water. Whether the soluble
liquid or powder is used, a fresh solution
should be prepared daily to prevent mold,
bacteria and other micro-organisms from
using the enriched media for their own
development. Either of these vitamins
may be added to protein supplements or
nestling food given to the birds instead of
putting it in the drinking water.

A vitamin mineral powder (Vionate by
Squibb) may be added to the seed mix­
ture of the ration instead of incorporating
it into the drinking water or a protein
supplement. Here approximately a two
quart mixture of the small seed is coated
with four tablespoonful of Linatone (a
liquid vitamin for dogs by Lambert-Kay)
and to this is then added two tablespoon­
ful of Vionate. The effect is that the
Linatone will coat some of the seed hulls
and the Vionate powder will adhere to
this oil coating. The bird in "tongueing"
the seeds when it eats will ingest some of
the Vionate-Linatone mixture.

Green leafy greens such as endive let­
tuce, spinach, kale, comfrey, etc., should
form a part of the daily ration; and min­
erals in the form of oyster shell, crushed
egg shell and cuttlefish bone should
always be available. Rabbit salt spools
will assure the additional availability of
trace minerals.

One good balanced ration for love
birds is that containing a mixture of ten
parts canary seed, eight parts millet, one
part oat groats, one part niger, one part
small kibbled dog biskit and one part
buckwheat. The buckwheat serves to
replace some of the oat groats in the mix­
ture and is added for variety. Sunflower
seed is provided apart in a separate con­
tainer, free choice, to avoid seed wastage.
In another container greens, apple and
dried wheat bread can be provided.

Love birds eat apple readily when rear­
ed with this fruit in the diet. They pre­
fer the ripe sweet varieties such as Red
and Golden Delicious. Birds not
accustomed to eating fruit may refuse
apple when first offered, but if it is
placed before them daily, they will learn
to like it. This is especially true if they
are housed with or next to other birds

Continued on page 46
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CLASSIFIED ADS
CLASSIFIED RATES - $5.00 minimum charge for 4 lines of type (average 7 words per
line). Additional charge of 9¢ per word for ad running over 28 words. (28 words to include·
name, address and phone.) All cOpy to be RECEIVED BY 15th day of month preceding
publication. One inch boxed ad - 58 word maximum - $12.00.

rail, but a Jacana, or Lilytrotter , related
to but not a true Rail.

Many Thanks
Sheri Williamson
Ft. Worth, Texas

We slower folks have a world of
problems. Here when my one-track mind
thought everything was going well, I get
de-railed by a Rail. And not a true Rail at
that. The photo was not identified and
we couldn't contact the photographer so
your humble one-track servant had to do
the research. Of all the books I went
through, Ripley's "Rails of the World"
has the closest pictures. I knew the bird
was not in the book and I couldn't find
my Lilytrotter volume so I called it a
Rail. We sincerely appreciate your fine
observation, though, and the trouble you
took to correct us. I hope we never get
away with a mistake. Editor

A BALANCED RAnON
FOR LOVE BIRDS
Continued from page 10

who do eat apple. Their reluctance will
soon be overcome by curiosity.

Dry whole wheat or cracked wheat
bread is an excellent supplement to the
ration. The sliced bread is cut into one
inch squares and allowed to dry or it can
be crumbled and mixed with grated
carrot and vitamin concentrate. Hard
boiled egg added to the latter makes a
good nestling food. The average love bird
will eat about one of the dried squares or
its equivalent daily along with its other
feed. Birds feeding young will consume
double or more this amount together
with greatly increased quantities of greens
and apple.

Birds kept in flights may be provided
the different seeds in separate dishes to
cut down on waste. Birds kept in breed­
ing cages must be fed a seed mixture as
space limits the number of receptacles
that can be accommodated. A minimum
of five receptacles is necessary to proper­
ly feed birds kept in breeding cages, in­
cluding the container for water. The
other four receptacles are necessary for
the small seed mixture, and sunflower
seed fed apart, the container for greens,
apple and dried bread, and the one for
oyster shell.

Other seeds, both starch and oil,
greens, vegetable, fruits, and supplements,
may be fed the caged bird provided the
ration is nutritionally sound and balanced
and that it is accepted by the bird. Avail­
ability and cost play a large part in this
selection and variation in the ration from
time to time may make it more interest­
ing to the bird.
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NEW MUTAnONS
Continued from page 42

yellow shoulders and flights. No young
with pied markings have been produced
from such birds, but efforts continue and
hopefully this variation will someday be
established.

In the old books dealing with the Aga­
pornis during the 1920's and 1930's,
mention has been made of hybrids be­
tween many different species, such as
Peach Face x Masked, or Fischer's and
even crosses between Madagascar x Black­
cheeked, etc. These publications state
the young so produced are fertile. In
recent years we have known that hybrids
within the eye-ring group are fertile, but
crosses with Peach Face and others are
thought to be mules. There needs to be
a great deal of work done to document

FO R SA LE: Red Head - $175.00 African Grey
- $399, Sulfer Crested Cockatoo - $900.00
Double Yellow Head - $250.00, Finches Ama­
zon - $115.00, Pioners - $180.00. Much
more. (714) 531-5027. 9752 13th St., Santa
Ana, CA. 92703.

WANTED: All birds and parrots for re-sale, also
wrought iron, etc. parrot cages. Teddy'S Pets,
724 Fillmore St., San Francisco, CA. 94117.
Quote prices.

FOR SALE: Hyacinth Macaws at prices
you can now afford! True Galerita
Sulphur-Crested Cockatoo male - talk­
ing - $2000.00. Jaybird Hollow Bird
Farm, Rt. 1, Box 86, Yellville, Arkansas
72687. Call (501) 436-7330.

FOR SALE: HYACINTH MACAWS. Selling
private collection. Evenings and weekends
call 1-203-438-9376.

FOR SALE: BUDGIES - WHOLESALE
ONLY. Offering an excellent variety of colors
in each shipment. No packing charge, satisfac­
tion guaranteed. Write or call, Cascade Aviar­
ies, 4848 S. 288th St., Auburn, WA 98002,
(206) 839-5877.

FOR SALE: Green Wing Doves, ready to go to
work, $65.00 per paid. Frank Kozeluh, 6171
Amarillo Ave., La Mesa, CA 92041 - (714)
469-4724.

FOR SALE: Golden Mantle, Stanley, and Blue
Rosellas, Elegant Parakeets, Lesser SUlfur
Crested COCkatoos, Pearled Cockatiels. Gary
Winter, 1036 Marshall Rd, Northbrook, IL
60062. (312) 272-0823.

LIVE MEAL WORMSencourage breeding, pro­
vide natural vitamin-packed nutrients for growth
and development. Fun to hand feed for tam­
ing! Wholesale to Club Members: 5000 @

$9.25; 10,000 @ 17.50, 20,000 @ 32.00. Handy
cups of 500 in bran only $15.60 per dozen.
SO POOL YOUR ORDERS! Call tonight (714)
298-5678 until 7 p.m. Olympic Meal Worms,
Dept. A.F.A., Box .2500, La Jolla, CA. 92038.

hybrids and their fertility. This informa­
tion is 'Very valuable to us for future
work with our birds.

Possibly the African Love Bird Society
could set up a committee to deal with
this subject, and club members could
participate. So much can be done, work
that should have been done years ago.
We have long needed an organization to
help improve our Agapornis, by setting
standards, and helping to educate through
shows and publications.

If we do our job well, that is, keep
good records, close band our birds, foster
carefully controlled experiments, and
cooperate with various avicultural organ­
izations, we will have the African Love
Birds with us for a long time. These
delightful little birds will continue to
add variety and color to grace our aviar­
ies. The future looks good.

FOR SALE: Guaranteed accurately surgically
sexed and tatoo identified African Greys, $850.
per pair. Also, sexed Macaws and other birds ­
prices on request. Arcadia Resaca AViaries,
P.O. Box 1933, San Benito, TX 78586. Phone
(512) 399-7187, Michael Coffey, M.D.

Books on Birds and other wildlife. FREE 30
page catalog listing over 800 wildlife books.
"We supply wildlife prof\!iStonals around the
world" ZOO BOOKS, 520 N. Dixie Hwy,
Hollywood, FL 33020.

FOR SALE: TWO FINE BOOKLETS to help
with care and training of Cage Birds. "R-aising
Parrakeets for Pleasure and Profit". llRaising
Canaries for Pleasure and Profit". $3.00 each ­
or both for $5.00. Mrs. A.D. Myers, 6076 ­
82nd Terrace, Pinellas Park, Florida 33565.

HYACINTH MACAWS - Evenings and week­
ends. 1-203-438-9376.

FOR SALE: BUDGIES, Exhibition Type;
CANARIES, Columbus Fancy Crested &
Crest/Breds, Red Factors. Arlene Chandler,
PO Box 54, Pacific Palisades, CA 90272. (213)
454-6971.

WANTED: NORWICH CANARIES. "PAR­
ROTS OF THE WORLD" Original PUblication.
Arlene Chandler, PO Box 54, Pacific Palisades,
CA 90272. (213) 454-6971.

FOR SALE: 3 to 5 month old normal ~cka­
tiels. $45.00 each. 10% discount for orders of
10 or more birds. Twin Oaks Bird Farm, Rt. 3,
Box 114A, Chandler, Okla. 74834. Phone
1-405-258-2791.

AFRICAN GREY PARROTS. Young Amazon
Parrots handraised young. Cockatiels - Fancy
type Canaries. Red Rumps and Bourke's Para­
keets. Bronson Birds. 70 Nagle Ave., New York,
NY 10040. (212) 942-1150.

FOR SALE: Welded Wire II," x 1/,",4' x 100'.
Also available in II," xl", 4' x 100' roll. Whole­
sale price. Jerry Jennings, 1803 Pontius Ave.,
L.A., CA. 90025. (213) 884-5476 evenings.
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