
For information about contacting any of these member clubs, please call
that club's closest state coordinator. There is a state coordinator

listing with phone numbers elsewhere in this publication.
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by Paul Wiener
St. James, New York

It is sometimes not simply necessary
to remind myself that Woody was born
in the wild. It is also rewarding, for such
parrots have something for their owners
that their tame, hand-fed cousins do
not: they have secrets. I have nothing
against those gentle, trusting birds we all
see in pet shops, birds known from the
egg, whose beaks are never to be feared,
whose voices are subdued, whose sense
of creaturely obligation is as blatant as
any spouse's. Nor do I oppose the views
of the parrot conservationists whose
valiant work brought us the laws
banning the sale of imported birds. The
wilderness makes pets obscene, and
caged birds have long symbolized man's
inhumanity. Yet, for those who own
one, a parrot is not a parrot without its
secrets.

The problem with secrets is that to be
effective, they must remain unknown.
Vast, soft, shapeless shadows cast by a
visible life, they should be indescribable.
Everything I've learned about the
natural world tells me that once Woody
was a tiny, nearly-bald pink chick with
fluff and budding feather shafts
sprouting in every direction, whose
beak was waiting for a face, whose
fierce gut many times a day took
nourishment from a large, beautiful
green mother. Woody, a baby, a wild
baby! Woody a free jungle citizen!
Woody, a wild, unknown, unknowable

EDITOR'S PROLOGUE: From tbe dim prebistory oftbe·
buman race to tbis lIet]! bour, certain people bave bad
special connnunt'on witb certain anilnals. To one degree
or anotbet: I believe, we bave all badsucb e:>.periences

Tbefollowing column is abouttbe relationsbip be
tween a man and a parrot. It reflects tbe pbilosopbical.
introspective musings and intimate tbougbts tbat many
of us bave bad but bave not expressed.

WASHINGTON
A\'iculturJI Society ofPuget Sound
Cascade Canary Breeders

Association
Nonhwest Exotic Bird Society
Northwest Old Variety Canary

Association
South Sound Exotic Bird Society
Washington Budgerigar Society,lnc.

WISCONSIN
Milw:lUkee Bird Society, Ltd.
\,(/hconsin Cage Bird Club. Inc.

OHIO
Ckveland Cage Bird Society
Golden Crescent Cage Bird Club
Mid-AmeriC:ln Exotic Bird

Society. Inc.

OKI.AHOMA
Bird Fanciers ofOklahoma

OIlEGON
Colul11bi:t Canary Club
Exotic Bird C1ubofOrcgol1
Northwest Bird Club
On:gon Pheasant Breeders
Rose City Exotic Bird Club

PENNSYLVANIA
Central Pennsylvania Cage Bird Club
ChesterCoumy Bird Breeders
Dt:laware Valley Bird Club
Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society
Philadelphia Avicultural Society

TENNESSEE
(In::ller Memphis Bird Club
MidlileTenncssee Cage Bird Club

TEXAS
Abilene Bird Club
Alamo Exhibition Bird Club
Dallas Cage Bird Society
Fon Wonh Bird Club
GulfCoast Aviculture Association
Houston Cage Bird Association
Parrot People Club ofHouslOn

VIRGINIA
National Capital Bird Club
Parrot Breeders Association
Peninsula Caged Bird Society
Southwestern Virginia Avicultural

Society

MEMBER CLUBS

NORTH CAROLINA
Charlotte Metrolina Cage Bird

Society
Smoky Mountain Cage Bird Society

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Birds ofa Feather Avicultural Society
New Hampshire Avicultural Society

NEW YORK
Finger Lakes Cage Bird As~ociation

Greller Rochester Hookbill
Associat ion

MISSOURI
Missouri Cage Bird Association

NEBRASKA
Greater Omaha Cage Bird Society

NEVADA
La~ Vegas Avicultural Society
Nonhern Nevada Cage Bird Society

GEORGIA
Georgia Cage Bird Society
Greller Atlanta Pigeon and

Dove Club

ILLINOIS
lIIini Bird Fanciers
McLean Coumy' Pet Bird Club
Piasa Cage Bird Club

IDAHO
Inland Empire Bird Club

IOWA
Mid-America Cage Bird Society

KANSAS
Capital City Bird Club ofKansas
Kansas Avkultural Society. Inc.

I.OUISIANA
Capital Area Avicultural Society
Central Louisiana Budgerigar

Society
GulfSouth Bin.lClub

MARYLAND
Maryland Cage Bird Society, Inc.

MASSACHUSETTS
Boston Cockatiel Society, Inc.
Boston Society for Aviculture.lnc.
Exotic Cage Bird Society of New

Engl:ll1d
Massachusetts Cage Bird

Associ;ltion. Inc.
Western New England Cage Bird

Society

MICHIGAN
Ann Arbor Cage Bird Club
Mid·West Canary Club
~'1()torCity Bird Breeders. Inc.

MISSISSIPPI
l\'li:,sissippi Budgerigar Society

Dedicated lO conservation ofbird wildlife through encouragement of
captive breeding programs, scientific research, and education of the general public.

MEMBER NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

AMERICAN FEDERATI0 NOF AVICULTURE

African Love Bird Society American BudgerigarSociety, Inc. International Dove Society
American Pigeon Fanciers' Council National Finch & Softbill Society National Parrot Association

British Columbia Avicultu1.l1 Society National Cockatiel Society International Softbill Society
Southeastern Avicullurists Association Avicultural Society ofAmerica

Society of Parror Breeders and Exhibitors

FLORIDA
Aviary & Cage Bird Society of

South Florida
Bird Club of Manatee
Central Florida Bird Breeders
Gold Coast Exotic Bird Club. Inc.
Greater Brandon Avian Society
GreaterJacksonville Avicuhural

Society,lnc.
Ocala Cage Bird Society, Inc.
suncoast Avian Societ y
Sunshine St'3te Cage Bird

Society. Inc.
Tropical Cockatiel Club ofMiami

CONNECfICUT
Connecticut Association for

Aviculture,lnc.

AI.ABAMA
Bird Club ofGreater Birmingham
Central Alabama Aviculture Society

ARIZONA
Arizona Aviculture Society
Avicu!turaJ Society of Tucson
Seed Crackers

.CALIFORNIA
Aviary Association of Kern
Avkultural Association of

San Francisco
Budgerigar Research Association
Capitol City Bird Society
Central California Cage Bird Club
Contra Costa Avian Societ y
Finch Society ofSan Diego County
Foothill Bird Fanciers
Fork & Feather Bird Club
Golden West Game Breeders and

BirdClub
Hi Desert Bird Club
Hookbill Hobbyists ofSouthern

California
Inland Game Bird Breeders
Long Beach Bird Breeders
Norco Valley Bird Breeders
North County Aviculturists
Orange County Bird Breeders
San Diego County Bird Breeders

Association
San Diego Coumy Canary Club
San Gabriel Valley Parrakeet

Association
South Bay Bird Club
South Coast Finch Societ y
Southern California RollerCanary

Club
Valley of Para<.lise Bird Club
West Valle)' Bird Society
Western Bird Breeders Society

COLORADO
Colorado Cage Bird Association
Rocky Mountain Society of

Avicuhure, Inc.
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STATE COORDINATORS

COMMERCIAL MEMBERS

1986-1987 OFFICERS
JERRY]ENNINGSIPresident(818) 884-5476

TOM MARSHALL/1st Vice President (703) 759-9431 RAY H. RUDISILL/2nd Vice President (314) 645.0757
JIMJEWELL/ChiefFinancial Officer(714) 926-4242 NANCY VIGRAN/Corresponding Secretary (818) 980-4694

ANN BICKHAM/Executive Secretary (601) 794-8500

Animal Exchange, Rockville, MD Pritchard Bookkeeping Service, EI Cajon, CA Valentine Equipment Co., Hinsdale, IL
Nekton U.S.A., Inc, St. Petersburg, FL Kellogg, Inc., Milwaukee, WI Fins, Furs, 'n Feathers, B<x:a Raton, FL

Auerhahn Ranch, Boerne, TX T.muny's Landing, Kernville, CA Parrot Jungle, Inc., Miami, FL Pet Farm, Inc., Miami, FL
Koolau Pets, Kaneohe, HI East Coast Aviaries, Inc., Conway, SC House of Th:>picals, Glen Burnie, MD

Hagen Avicultural Research Institute, Rockwood, Ontario, Canada Petland-White Flint Plaza, Kensington, MD
Scooter's Pet Shop, Novato, CA Birds Only, Naples, FL The FeatherConneetion, Miami, FL

Rolf C. Hagen, Inc., SI. Laurent, Quebec, Canada Binlland, Albuquetque, NM Animal Crackers, Greendale, WI
Magnolia Bird Farm, Anaheim, CA Birdcr.Ut, Inc., Coconut Grove, FL Vivigen, Inc., Santa Fe, NM

Kaytee Pnxlucts, Inc, Chilton, WI Michael's Bird Paradise, Inc., Riviera Beach, FL Pets 'nSuch. Erlanger, KY
Reliahle Protein ProdUL1S, Studio City, CA Key Kritters, Inc., Key Largo, FI. John BaIl ZOOlogical Park, Grand Rapids, MI

The Perko Companies, Houston, TX Animal Environments, Leucadia, CA Your Basic Bird, Berkeley, CA
Safari City Pets, Seattle, WA Burke's BinIs, San Beman/ino, CA SCarlet Oak Aviaries, Glenwillow, OH

HAWAII NEW HAMPSHIRE VIRGINIA
Roxanne Sullivan (808) 668-8258 F I.awrence Brandt (603) 642-5074 Carole Wheeler (703) 323-5048

IDAHO NEWJERSEY WASHINGTON
Carol Bauer (201) 662-1400 Jeri Wright (206)937-0234

ILLINOIS NEW MEXICO WASHINGTON, D.C.
Ken Newby (618) 259-5453 Ruth Hanessian (301)424-PETS

INDIANA NEW YORK WEST VIRGINIA
Paul Gildersleeve (516) 992-1169 Patty Knoblauch (304) 725-5601

IOWA NORTH CAROLINA WISCONSIN
R.M. Mack I.ong (919)674-9328 Greg SChauer (414) 629-9292

KANSAS NORTH DAKOTA WYOMING
Hal Pres,er(316) 788-4505

AI.ABAMA KENTUCKY OHIO
HorJce GanIner (205) 874-7937 Thomas B. Angel,Jr., DVM (606) 371-4929 Michaeleen Rogers (419)639-3673

ALASKA LOUISIANA OKLAHOMA
John C. I.awrenceJr., DVM (504) 343-2622 Rogerw. Harlin, DVM (405)636-1484

ARIZONA MAINE OREGON
Mickey Ollson (602) 939-1003 Archie Fairbrother (207) 394-2252 Kay Mahi (503) 543-6042

ARKANSAS MARYLAND PENNSYLVANIA
Ro Dahle (301) 551.0%7 Bill I.umley (717) 234-0732

CALIFORNIA (NORTH) MASSACHUSETTS RHODE ISLAND
I.aurella Desborough (415) 372-6174 Glenn Talbot (617)651-0139

CALIFORNIA (SOUTH) MICHIGAN SOUTH CAROLINA
Dick SChroeder(213) 645-5842 Glen Pace (313) 687-2512

COLORADO MINNESCYIA SOUTH DAKOTA
Susan Baker (303) 223-2452

CONNECTICUT MISSISSIPPI TENNESSEE
Walter]. Willoughby (203) 528-72% Jerry Pace(601) 781-2364 Deborah Dorsey (615)865-2941

DELAWARE MISSOURI TEXAS (NORTH)
Diane Korolog (302)762-0819 Gus Pims (314)837-3063

FLORIDA (NORTH) MON'DI.NA TEXAS (SOUTH)

SCHEDULE FORAFA
BOARD OF DIRECIORS MEETINGS

Mark these dates and plan to attend!

August 12 thru 16, 1987
Seattle, Washington - westin Hotel

13th Annual Convention

S'L\TE COORDINATOR CHAIRMAN
Ray Rudisill (314)645-6757

LEGISLATIVE VICE PRESIDENT
I.ee Phillips (301)798-1353

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS
Dallas D.Johnson/Northeastern (301) 540.0198· Chuck Clift/Southeastern (205) 285.0522

Tony Silva/Mideastern (312) 447-3147· Rex Kennedy/\%stern (80)) 571.0183
Dick Dickinson/Northern CaliJbrnia (408) 248-1641 • John R. "Dick" Stncker/Southern California (805) 947-8210

FLORIDA (SOUTH) NEBRASKA UlAH
Mrs. M. Simmons (305) 772-2632 Roben G. Travnicek (402) 821-2490

GEORGIA NEVADA VERMONT
ChristerJonsson (404) 344-0816 Sebastian I.ousada (802) 685-7724

bird called differently in Latin, Greek,
Arabic, Chinese, Czech, Gaelic, Mayan,
English. Woody, a baby with a destiny, a
parrot with potential, conure unsus
pecting, hungry for life, mother's pet,
waiting to be fed. Since he won't fly, he
probably was taken from the nest,
though not before he'd learned the
necessary pride allotted to his species
and, I'll wager, not before he began to
think of flying.

These are the facts, these are the
guesses, the fantasies, conclusions,
projections and visions, but they are not
secrets. Facts are as undeniable as time:
once Woody was one week old, once
three months old, once Woody was
captured. Secrets are captured possibil
ities: what Woody actually looked like
at that age, where he actually lived 
country, terrain, tree, height - what his
mother actually looked like, what he
heard at night, whether he ever found
his own food, how he actually was
caught, how like a holocaust is sepa
ration. These actualities are his secrets,
though he doesn't know he possesses
them. And I've been talking only of his
origins, only about Woody ages before
we would recognize each other.

All wild captive birds have such
secrets. You could say being captured
gives them the power to have secrets,
secrets they nourish and flaunt like
selves. Yet parrots, whether captured or
hand-raised from the egg, seem to have
other secrets too; those ofmaturity and
ambition, not merely the secrets every
species shares only with its members,
but secrets they have chosen to commu
nicate, used to gain favor and attention
from a more powerful species. We say
parrots seem wise, can reason, can talk,
can joke. Parrots make good company,
we feel, as if their secrets were a kind of
knowledge we like having before us,
colorful and compact, a verification of
the benign nature of the way things are.

We seek that knowledge, always have,
we think we need it, think we can grasp
it, and every chance we get we tell
ourselves we're onto it, scraping and
bowing to the source. Such knowledge
has always been a treasured, guarded
secret, unspeakable by all but the elect,
the proud owners of the proper icon.
Am lone? Hail Woody! Living icon,
bearer ofsecrets, hoarder of knowledge,
eternal infant crushing your shell,
trembling with greed. Hail Woody,
immortal, feather-bearded savior!
Selfish, humoring green god, perching
on a pedestal, your blessed indifference
to my fate I profane with every gesture I
perform before thee and in thy sacred
name, my pet.•
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