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Entrance to Fortune Glen, nestled among rolling hills of San Marcos, Ca.

A nine-acre bird ranah nestled among
orchards and rolling hills just west of the
Vista/San Marcos area - bears the name
Fortune Glen Aviaries. It's hallmark ­
the remodeled seventy year old barn
now serving as an office and display area
- is visible from most parts of the glen.
Aviculturists living in San Diego's North
County speak of its reputation for fine
birds and its owner - Gene Hall.

AFA visited Gene Hall at his beloved
Fortune Glen last Thanksgiving weekend
in an attempt to know him as an avicul­
turist. His accomplishments since settling
in San Diego County in 1972 are many.
He served as president of the Avicultural
Society of America in 1974 and 1975. He
was awarded the AVY Award by the
AFA in 1977 for his breeding success
with Rosellas.

Gene /-fall, left, received a Silver A vy A ward for his work with Rosellas. Steve Clause,
right, was 0/7 hand for the presentation.
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As we talked in his office located in
the loft of the old barn, Gene reflected
on the events which led him to Fortune
Glen. Born and raised in Anaheim, Cali­
fornia, Gene can't remember a time
without birds since his mother always
kept at least one pet. He recalled the
experience which sparked his own inter­
est in birds: seeing a Walt Disney movie,
Bill 'n' Coo, in 1947. The film included
a cast of thousands - of parakeets and
peach-faced lovebirds - and starred a
pair of black masked lovebirds. Gene
left the theatre, and found the object
of his search, perhaps the most ancient
pair of black-masks Anaheim had to
offer. His interest continued through his
en tire eighteen years in the ind ustrial
laundry business.

By the time he had raised birds on his
residential lot as a backyard hobbiest
for eight years, he and his wife, Claudette,
recognized that he would only be happy
turning his avocation into his vocation.
Gene went to Frank Miser of Magnolia
Bird Farm, and in effect became an
apprentice to the commercial side of
aviculture. Finally ready, he and Clau­
dette located their present home, a
former chicken breeding farm.

Gene believes tha t he and Claudette
founded Glen Fortune together - their
teamwork made the realization of their
dream possible. For the next eighteen
months, Claudette managed the aviaries
alone five days a week while Gene
worked at the San Diego Wild Animal
Park as a gorilla keeper. Meanwhile, five
Hall children grew up on the property,
with the two youngest, Amy (18) and
Andy (14) perhaps being most involved
with the business. Now free to pursue
her avocation - classical guitar - Clau­
dette accompanies Gene to conventions
and speaking engagements.



Cleanest of the clean - display show rooms and breeding aviaries are emaculate.

Originally intended as a chicken breed­
ing farm, Glen Fortune Aviaries has many
structures which Gene has adapted to his
own needs. His breeding pens have floors
of decomposed granite which are periodi­
cally renewed, all flooring materials
being trucked in. Gene swears the pens
are getting shorter as the floors are re­
layered with fresh gravel'

The sky-lighted display pens are
cement floored, scrubbed and disinfected
daily. Automatic drip systems insure a
supply of fresh water to each pen. Metal
feeding shelves are removed for cleaning,
and screened doors at opposite ends of
the display area insure an exchange of
fresh air. Because of the diversity of birds
housed - from finches to Amazons ­
Gene feeds approximately a dozen differ­
ent diets daily. Feeding req uires 8 man
hours per day!

Gene's birds are blessed with good
health, perhaps due to his philosophy of
caring for birds, not coddling them. He
keeps the living quarters spotless, feeds
a wholesome diet, provides lots of fresh
air and sunlight, vitamins and minerals
- and Eucalyptus leaves - especially
of the Blue Gum Eucalyptus.

Gene discovered the medicinal prop­
erties of Eucalyptus leaves when his

family first moved to Fortune Glen. He
noticed tha t the young in nests falling
out of Eucalyptus trees were not lice or
vermin ridden. He began comparing the
condition of those birds with those nest-"
ing in other trees, and found that the oils
of Eucalyptus leaves must have medicinal
properties. He now has a grove of
Eucalyptus trees and includes a few
leaves in each nest box to discourage
mites and lice, with positive results.

One sees evidence of his accomplish-

ments in just five years: a flourishing bird
business that's an aviculturist's dream.
Gene, however, is not just a good busi­
nessman. He is an aviculturist in the true
spirit of the word. He is generous with
his time and helps people who want to
learn about birds. He speaks at various
bird club meetings and has donated valu­
able time to being president of the
Avicultural Society for two years. Why?
Because he sees this as not only an obli­
gation, but an opportunity, to put back
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INGREDIENTS: Vitamin A acetate, vitamin
0-3, thiamine. riboflavin, pyridoxine, vitamin
B12, vitamin E, vitamin K, niacin. choline,
inositol, calcium pantothenate, calcium lac­
tate, folic acid, rutin, biotin, calcium phos­
phate, ferrous sulfate, potassium chloride,
magnesium oxide. zinc gluconate, copper
oxide. manganese gluconate, sodium chlor­
ide, dessicated liver, hesperidin complex,
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date seed kemals, yucca, allalfa, chia, com­
frey, dandelion, rolled oats. whole egg sol­
ids, milk solids, soya beans, kelp. Product
stable for al least two years if kept in dark,
dry, cool place. No refrigeration required.

DIRECTIONS: One-tenth of bird's daily food
intake. For example, for a bird weighing 1
lb., place Y. teaspoonful (approx. 1 Y,
grams) in the bird's feed. Smaller or larger
birds, use proportionately. Beautiful results
will be noticed in 30 days!
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Nutritional Tonic
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for Show Birds Large and Small
- from Finches to Pheasants
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Vitamin A 870,000 USP
Vitamin 0 46,900 USP
Vitamin B-1 440 mg
Vitamin B-2 330 mg
Vitamin B-6 330 mg
Vitamin B-12 3,580 meg
Vitamin E 2,885 IU
Vitamin K 13 mg
Niacin 2,200 mg
d-pantothenic acid 220 mg
Folic acid 10 mg
Rutin 10 mg
Biotin 240 mcg
Calcium 8,000 mg
Phosphorous 6,000 mg
Iodine 0.0088% 40 mg
Iron 0.79 % 1,980 mg
Zinc 0.08 % 190 mg
Copper 0.028 % 70 mg
Manganese 0.07 % 176 mg
Magnesium 50 mg
Sulfur 8,750 mg
Capsicum 2,500 mg
Alanine 4,500 mg
Arginine 4,750 mg
Aspartic acid 10,350 mg
Cystine 500 mg
Glycine 2,600 mg
Glutamic acid 22,600 mg

For an average 1 pound bird. this package
(250 grams) contains 250 days' supply.

GUARANTEED ANALYSIS

Blair's Super Preen
for

GROWTH • PERFORMANCE
BEAUTY • BREEDING

Enhances and beautifies plumage growth.
colors. fertility. general appearance and
performance of your favorite show bird ­
large or small. Contains all essential amino
acids. vitamins. minerals and electrolytes.
All materials used are pure food grade.

33



founding such a park one way to pay his
dues to the world of aviculture.

When asked what he likes best about
his life, Gene Hall said that on Thanks­
giving eve. he and Claudette had renect­
ed on what they had to give thanks for.
He concluded that he is happiest and
most thankful when he can walk his land
and work with his birds. a luxury these
busy days. He considers himself a care·
taker rather than a breeder. The measure
of how well he cares for his birds is re­
nected in the success of Gene Hall'
Fortune Glen Aviaries.

Holding aviaries adjacent ro sales room.

Black Swans
some of rhe man)' beauries rhar haJ'e successfully bred al Fortune Glen.

into aviculture thatwhich he has received.
His ultimate dream further renects this

philosophy. He hopes to turn the remain­
ing 5 acres of Fortune Glen in to a bird
park modeled aI'tel' those in England.
A bird park is dedicated to the idea of
people coming to enjoy a family outing
and learn about aviculture and animal
conservation. It would be a park where
child ren could learn to care for and care
about birds. Gene Hall aviculturist­
wants to help make this a world where his
grandchildren will be able to live with
wildlife and nature. Gene considers
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BUY· SELL· TRADE
BIRDS

BIRD SUPPLIES
AND EQUIPMENT

SEED, FEED

18247 East Valley Blvd.
(at Yorbita Rd.)

La Puente, CA. 91744

213/964-8473

Halfmoons
Cockatiels
Lovebirds
Parrakeets

White Headed Nuns
Green Singers

Golden Breasted Wax bills
Cordon Bleu

AND MANY OTHER TYPES
OF FINCHES
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