
BIRD SEXING
SERVICE
NOW AVAILABLE

The Zoological Society of San Diego has started a new service labor
atory for sexing monomorphic birds by the novel technique of fecal
steroid analysis, which measures sex hormones found in the bird's drop
pings. Participation will be open to aviculturists and institutions
throughout the United States. A nominal fee of $15.00 per bird will
be charged and our first priority will be to assist those involved in
breeding rare or endangered species. Address all inquiries to Arden
Bryan Bercovitz, Ph.D., San Diego Zoo, San Diego, CA 92112. Please
include a list of the species of birds you would like sexed.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Fecal steroid analysis was developed at
the San Diego Zoo as a new method for
sexing monomorphic birds. A very sensi
tive laboratory test is used to measure the
amount of sex hormones, estrogen (E)
and testosterone (T) which are present
in the birds' droppings. These hormones
are produced by both sexes, but in dif
ferent proportions. The difference in
excretory hormones between sexes is en
hanced by reporting the test results as a
ratio of estrogen/testosterone (E/T). Prev
ious data from Psittacines (parrot species)
have indicated that an E/T value less than
0.5 represents a mature male and an E/T
value greater than 2.0 represents a mature
female.

Accurate sexing of your bird will de
pend on a comparison of its E/T values to
previous results obtained from other birds
of known sex from the same species. Hor
mone ratios from known males and
females can differ greatly between species.
Therefore, the appropriate reference data
should be on file for your birds' species
before doing the analysis. Please inquire
about all species you want to be sexed,
listing their full species name (common
and scientific).

The first priority of our sexing service
laboratory will be to assist those avicul
turists and institutions involved with
breeding programs for rare or endangered
species. An international award from
Rolex, S.A., will provide the necessary
subsidies for initially operating the lab-

oratory. Therefore, during the first year
only, a nominal fee of $15.00 per bird
will be charged for birds of unknown sex.
Fecal samples will be solicited (free of
charge, including postage) from birds of
known sex in order to increase our file of
reference data from a wider variety of
species.

DO NOT send money or fecal samples
unless you have made the necessary pre
arrangements. Address all inquiries to
Arden Bryan Bercovitz , Ph.D., c/o Re
search Department, San Diego Zoo, San
Diego, CA 92112. Please include the
species name of all birds to be sexed. A
fecal collection kit will be mailed to you
with full instructions for fecal collection
and handling; fees should accompany
samples.

THE EXACT PRESCRIPTION FOR A HEALTHIER, HAPPIER, CONTENTED BIRD.

RAINBOW MEALWORMS contain 12 of the 16 elements that are found in
living tissue and rich in vitamins A and B. Natural vitamin A is· essential to
your ·birds nutrition and growth. Vitamin B is required to maintain the
nervous system.
RAINBOW MEALWORMS are a living food, clean and odorless. They
should be kept under refrigeration at 400 to 480 (but not necessary). At
this temperature they become dormant and maintain perfect condition for
several months.
RAINBOW MEALWORMS are graded in four sizes for your conveniences:
SMALL, MEDIUM, LARGE, and MIXED. Each and every worm is fresh
and lively. No need for sorting or sifting. We guarantee 10% or more over
count per measure.
POSTAGE IS PREPAID. PROMPT SHIPMENT ALL YEAR AROUND.
INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE ARE ENCLOSED WITH FIRST ORDER.

MEALWORM BULK WHOLESALE PRICES
COUNT 1,000 $2.75 5,000 10.00
50 $3.60 2,000 5.25 10,000 19.00
100 5.40 3,000 6.75 20,000 35.00
500 16.80 i- 40,000 58.00
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