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Dear Sir:
Concerning the letter of Antonine Gal

in the Oct/Nov issue of the Watchbird.
The individual is in Massachusetts and
you referred him/her to a N.Y. and a
Pennsylvania Bird Club.

May I ask why you did not consult
your own list of Member Clubs and the
list of State Coordinators? Had you done
so you could have referred the questioner
to the Rhode Island Canary and Cage
Bird Club, Mr. Maurice "Whitey" Col­
pack, 126 Baxter St., Pawtucket, RI. Al­
though it is not printed yet I know that
New Hampshire Cag~ Bird Association
has applied for member club status, and
Mr. David Levesque, Bigwood Dr.,
Merrimack, NH, Membership Secretary,
would have been pleased to be of assis­
tance. If Antonine Gal is from western
Mass., the Western N .E. Cage Bird Society,
Mrs. Edward Murray, Chester, MA 01011
could have helped. If from eastern Mass.,
the Mass. Cage Bird Association, Mrs.
Florence Steele, 194 Wampatuck St.,
Pembroke, MA 02359, is available. The
latter two are not affiliated with AFA as
yet, but they are available!

And that is why I have written at such
great length. Your giving of a NY and a
Penn. address to help a person in Mass,
gives the erroneous impression that there
are no clubs in this area. I simply wish
to correct that!

And finally: your list of State Coordi­
nators gives Mr. John Kinsella, 12 Linlew
Dr. (Apt. 16), Derry, NH 03038, (603)
434-1751 (a member of N.H.C.B.A.) and
Mr. George Barbary, 78 Seven Mile River
Dr., So. Attleboro 02703, (617) 761­
5421 (a member of BOTH M.C.B.A. and
R.I.C.&C.B.). So you see, we are active
in this area.

I am a member of AFA, and would be
happy to assist any individual in the East­
ern Mass. area, in reaching any of the
above clubs, their meeting dates and
locations, etc. Since the above address is
obsolete as of Dec. 15, you may print my
new one if you wish: 30 Plymouth Rd.,

Bellingham, Mass. 02019. No phone
number as yet, but a call to (617) 877­
7329 will be referred.

Sincerely yours,
David Donovan

Framingham, Mass.

I sincerely appreciate the valuable
information you included in your letter.
I'll use it as a reference directory. Al­
though my face if familiar in various and
sundry far parts of the world I have never
had the good fortune to travel in the east­
ern United States. In fact, a few years ago
I asked my wife-to-be to accompany me
on a motor trip back east. After about a
month on the road we reached our most
easterly town - Gallup, New Mexico, and
ran out of time. Some day when I have
about eight months available I'll attempt
another motor trip to the east.

Gentlemen:
I am writing you in the hopes that if

you cannot help me, you can refer me
to an organization that can.

I am interested in taking up the breed­
ing of Cockatiels as a hobby. I have found
several organizations dealing with Canar­
ies and your organization, that I assume
concerns itself mostly with wild birds.

Can you supply me with any informa­
tion on getting started in this area? We
have a female cockatiel who lays eggs
regularly. Do they breed well? Where is
the best place to obtain a male cockatiel?
How much time must be devoted to this
hobby? Etc.

I would greatly appreciate any help
you can give me.

Thank you,
Christine A. Szczap

Wheaton, Illinois

The bulk ofpertinent details on hreed­
ing cockatiels in Illinois can he supplied
by an officer of Illinois Game and Pet
Breeder's Society. Contact Kai Juhl,
1704 Pickwick Ln, Glenview, Ill. 60{)25
or Earl Meisinger, 11 S. 767 Book Road,

Naperville, Ill. 60540
Contrary to your first assumption, our

organization is vitally concerned with all
birds, not just wild ones. We feel that one
sure way to protect the world s wild birds
is to develop successful captive breeding
techniques. Think how wonderful it
would be if all of the different types of
birds in the world could he bred in cap­
tivity as easily as cockatiels are. No more
species would become extinct.

As I suggested, cockatiels are relatively
easy to breed. They will work in a modest
sized aviary and are usually good parents
raising their own young. Cockatiels are
quite often found in pet stores and you
might ohtain a male through that source
although in my experience very tame
birds are very poor breeders. The time
you devote to the hohhy is strictly up 10

you. A few pairs of cockatiels scI up
properly can he maintained with ahout
ten minutes work per day. You can set
them up so that fifteen minutes every
three days will keep them going. 1 helieve,
however, that you will want to spend
more time with your hirds. There may
well he a direct ratio hetween time spent
with one's birds and hreedinK success.

lJJts of success to you in your propo.v­
ed venture.

Dear Editor:
My forty years of practical aviculture

prompt me to tell you to please stay
away from the involvement of avicultural
nomenclature and taxonomy. It is a mire.

E. Necek
Los Angeles, CA.

Dear Sir:
With some concern I read the let ter

from E. Necek (Watch bird Dec. 76/
Jan 77). Aviculturists may certainly have
been annoyed by the mysteries of syste­
matics, however, I think their numbers
are probably confined to those, whose
understanding of taxonomy is limited.

Every species has a bi-nomial latin
continued on next paKe
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name (occasionally a tri-nomial) and
usually a common name. The first part of
the bi-nomial, Chloebia, refers to the
genus - not John Gould's wife. The
second part, gouldiae, refers to the
species, which is frequently named after
its discoverer, in this case, John Gould.

Since John Gould was knighted, he
was commonly addressed as Sir John
Gould. Correspondingly, his wife was
addressed as Lady Gould - a custom dat­
ing back to the legendary King Arthur.

Little energy is required to learn first
hand this apparently obscure bit of news.

The Lady Gould was removed from the
genus Poephila some years ago for tax­
onomic reasons - not because of new
revelations on the virtues of Sir John's
wife. The name Chloebia gouldiae is cur­
rently used in such credible works as
Klaus Immelmann's, Australian Finches;
Peter's Check-List of the Birds of the
World; Field Guides on the Birds of
Australia; and other taxonomic treatises.

Was Gould right? YES. And E. Necek?
Well, you be the judge.

Sincerely,
Gerald Moore

Dear Editor:
Re: Mr. Necek's letter in the Dec./Jan.

issue of Watchbird concerning a question
on the description of the female Red­
crested Cardinal.

In my article on Red-crested Cardinals
I did not describe the adult plumage in
the interest of saving space and with the
realization that several books contain
excellent color photos.

As to your question on the female
plumage, the Red-crested Cardinal does
not exhibit any obvious sexual dimor­
phism. I suspect that very few people
could separate a group by sex. The male
may have a slightly higher crest and very
slightly larger beak while the female may
be more robust. It should be stressed that
these differences are so slight as to be of
little use in sexing unless you are very
familiar with your particular individuals.

Chris LaRue
2302 N. Hillcrest, No. 53

Springfield, MO 65803

Goodmorning:
Received the January 1977 Watchbird

and was delighted to note that the
MONEY EATING EAGLE, Pithecophaga
jefferyi, column one, page 12, Endanger­
ed Species List, is indeed an endangered
species. Is there a specific specie this
species enjoys?

In all seriousness, I enjoy Watchbird
immensely.

Best regards,
George Bishop
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Dear Sir:
I would like an individual member­

ship at this time. The information I glean­
ed at first glance at your magazine con­
vinced me I should join the A.F .A.

I would also like some more infor­
mation if I may. I would very much like
to contact Dominic Tenuta. He has in his
aviaries a type of cage that I'd like to
acquire. If possible could you send me his
phone number and address?

Again, thank you for the introductory
copy of your excellent magazine.

F.R. DiJune
San Pedro, CA.

We are glad you like the "Watchbird"
and we appreciate your membership.
Regarding your request for an address ­
so sorry. A.F.A. policy does not permit
us to divulge any addresses. Nothing per­
sonal you understand. Of late the entire
bird fancy has become very covert, and
with good reason. Sad but true, there are
more bird thieves about than there are
bird breeders. Many aviculturists have had

FOR SALE: 1 young Military Macaw, born in
Florida. Partially tame. Sandi Edelson, (212)
481-9211 (day) or 473-7459 (evenings). $500.

FO R SALE: 2 pair Golden Mantled Rosellas.
$290.00 per pair. Jerry Jennings, 1803 Pontius
Ave., L.A., CA. (213) 884-5476 evenings.

WANTED: Information on Feral Amazon Par­
rots - for graduate reserach on behavior and
ecology of So. Cal. populations. Numbers,
species, locations, activities, etc. Jeff Froke,
Box 174, Sierra Madre, CA 91024. (213)
355-3685.

FOR SALE: TWO FINE BOOKLETS to help
with care and training of Cage Birds. "Raising
Parrakeets for Pleasure and Profit"~ "Raising
Canaries for Pleasure and Profit". $3.00 each ­
or both for $5.00. Mrs. A.D. Myers, 6076 ­
82nd Terrace. Pinellas Park, Florida 33565.

Available Now - ABYSSINIAN LOVEBIRDS,
$200.00 a pair. Call Lee Horton, after 6 pm.
(714) 727-1486.

WANTED: pair Stanley Rosellas, unrelated,
healthy birds, and one Many-color hen (P. var­
ius). FOR SALE: One Massena's Lorikeet.
Rudy Yarbrough, 2155 Ferry, Salem, OR 97301,
(503) 585-8074.

LIVE MEAL WORMSencourage breeding, pro­
vide natural vitamin-packed nutrients for growth
and development. Fun to hand feed for tam­
ing! Wholesale to Club Members: 5000 @

$9.25; 10,000 @ 17.50, 20,000 @ 32.00. Handy
cups of 500 in bran only $15.60 per dozen.
SO POOL YOUR ORDERS! Call tonight (714)
298-5678 until 7 p.m. Olympic Meal Worms,
Dept. A.F.A., Box 2500, La Jolla, CA. 92038.

FOR SALE: Welded Wire l/Z" x liz", 4' x 100'.
Also available in 1/2 " xl", 4' x 100' roll. Whole­
sale price. Jerry Jennings, 1803 Pontius Ave.,
L.A., CA. (213) 884-5476 evenings.

their aviaries broken into and thousands
of dollars worth of birds stolen. The
problem is real and is quite serious. Now­
days the most successful aviculturists are
those who have had C.I.A. training. I have
moved the majority of my best birds to
what I call the Riverside County Facility.
No one knows even what town it is in. I
take a cab to downtown L.A., double
park, enter a busy building through the
south door, exit through the north, get
another cab going another direction, am
dropped off at L.A. International Airport
parking lot, take my yellow car through
various L.A. side streets, switch to my
truck parked at a predetermined spot and
dash for the bird ranch with my eye on
the rear view mirror. If any car follows

me more than six blocks I nonchalantly
drive on up to Las Vegas and spend two
days and nights at the crap tables.

Unfortunately, I haven't made it to
the bird ranch for three months now. I
hope my wife (and my birds) are still
there. We will, however, ask Mr. Tenuta
to contact you.

FO R SALE: 1 hand fed, tame, learning to talk
Blue-eyed Great Sulphur Crested Cockatoo.
Very affectionate. $1800.00. Jerry Jennings,
1803 Pontius Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90025.
(213) 884-5476.

Lovebirds, Black Masked, Blue, Peach face,
all Cockatiels, including Yellow, Scarlet Chest­
ed, Plumhead, Alexander Parakeets, Moluccan
and Chattering Lories, all aviary bred, Timneh
and Normal African Grey. WANTED: Crimson
and Blue Rosellas - Trade. Harry Linden,
(805) 969-1894 Evenings. Santa Barbara Bird
Farm.

FO R SALE: 1 pair adult Umbrella Cockatoos
in immaculate condition, $1500. Abyssinian
Lovebirds. $90.00 each. Young unsexes Ring­
necked Parrakeets, $50.00 eac. Young Philli­
pine Green Parrots, $450.00 each. 1 pair
European Gold Finches, $150.00. Male Red­
headed Lady GOUld, young domestic breed,
$15.00 each.

WANTED: Hen Lady GOUld, MaleBlue & Gold
Macaw - tame or semi-tame, breeding age.
HAPSBURG KENNELS & AVIARIES, 14043
24th Ave. 5., Seattle, WA 98168. (206)
243-2160.

FOR SALE: Black-cheeked Wax bills, $125.00
a pair. Yellow-bellied Waxbills, $50.00 a pair.
Jerry Jennings, 1803 Pontius Ave., L.A., CA.
(213) 884-5476 evenings.

WANTED: Highest prices paid for all types and
quantities of birds for resale. Adams Bird Shop.
486-7009.395 E. 200, Cleveland, Ohio 44119.

WANTED: Bird lovers interested in a unique
new store selling birds and bird supplies. BIRD­
LAND. 6066 1/z University Ave., San Diego, CA.
92115. (714) 583-2940_
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