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The
Northern Qosella

Platycerus venustus (Kuhl)

by Dale R. Thompson
Bird Keeper, Los Angeles Zoo
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Australian Hookbills

(714J 744-4835
3141 N. TWIN OAKS VALLEY ROAD

SAN MARCOS, CA. 92069

We buy and sell all types of birds.

The Northern Rosella, also known as
the Brown's Rosella, is quite a rarity in
American collections. It is found in the
extreme northern and northwestern parts
of its native Australia. The Northern
Rosella is a small rosella (28 em.), the
only rosella that is smaller is the Stanley,
or Western Rosella (25 em.). There are no

subspecies of the Northern Rosella.
Although very beautiful, this rosella

does not have the multitude of colors
that can be seen in many of the other
rosellas. The most striking aspect to their
coloration is probably the pattern of the
body colors. The feathers of the back and
wings are black with broad yellow mar-

WHAT OTHERS HAVE TO SAY • • •

"... an excellent reference to guide you ... "
-Santa Barbara Audubon Society

"For each problem there is a cure, and for each species there is a treatment."
-Harper's Magazine

"... a fine addition to the still limited stock of dependable texts of that subject."
-Defenders of Wildlife

"Finally we have a good reference for people who must care for injured animals."
-Iowa Wildlife

"... this reviewer was delighted . .. it was the only book I knew of dealing
comprehensively with the care and rehabilitation of small native wildlife."

-Atlantic Naturalist

CARE OF THE WILD FEATHERED & FURRED:
A Guide to Wildlife Handling and Care Clothbound $7.95

Available at quality bookstores, or directly from the publisher.

Add 50lt for postage and handling. Californians include 6% sales tax.
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Male Northern Rosella

Female Northern Rosella

Male Northern Rosella gins; and the feathers on the rump and
underparts are yellow and edged narrowly
with black lace-like fringes.

Both sexes of the orthern Rosella are
alike in coloration and only after close
observation of known pairs can it be sex
ed. The males are overall more intense in
coloration, especially the white cheek
patch and the violet-blue edge below.

Though the males of the rosella group
are known for their wide, heavy upper
mandibles, it is especially noticeable in
the Northern Rosella. This species is also
very agile on the wing and can maneuver
very well with sharp, quick turns.

The Los Angeles Zoo acquired a group
of Australian psittacines in August of
1976. Among this shipment were four
Northern Rosellas. These birds were even
tually placed in the Zoo, but some were
first year birds and many were in poor
condition. A specialized avian breeding
complex was then planned for this valu
able group of birds. Through the direc
tion of Warren D. Thomas, D.v.M., Direc
tor, and Richard Rundel, Curator of
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INQUIRY INVITED

Never before has such a comprehensive
encyclopedia been offered,

both for the specialist
and hobbyist.

YOUR LIBRARY IS NOT COMPLETE
WITHOUT THIS BOOK.

PARROTS
and RELATED

BIRDS ~~i;r~~)
by Henry J. Bates and F:.,.0bert L. Busenbark

,.... --' $14.95
Order Your Copy Now From

PALOS VERDES BIRO FARM INC.
P.O. Box 1305, Torrance, CA. 90505

Include 50c postage and handling.
California residents add 6% sales tax.

Retail Store - 4146 West Pacific Coast Hwy,
Torrance, CA 90505

(across the street from Sambo's)
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RT. 1. BOX 218M • RED BLUFF. CA 96080

(916) 527-6465

Swans are my only business.

•
PAIRS OR SINGLES

Accu rately Sexed. Correctly Pin ioned

Mute Swans. Australian Blacks
Black-Necked. Trumpeters

•
PAIRS START AT $295.00

Aluminum
Leg Bands

PROMPT SERVICE. HIGH QUALITY

ORDER 1977 BANDS
Coded Parakeet Closed Bands.

Regular Initial Type Bands, not coded,
in choice of colors, open or closed.
Plastic Family Identification Bands
for keets or canary, choice of colors.
Leg Band Cutters. Bird Claw Scissors.

SEND SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED
ENVELOPE FOR COMPLETE PRICE LIST.

RED BIRD
PRODUCTS, INC.

2786 Fruitridge Road
P.O. Box 20004 (Dept. A.FA.)

Sacramento, CA. 95820

Birds, and the funding by the Greater Los
Angeles Zoo Association, this complex
became a reality. During the interim time
of planning and building, these parrots
were placed in the Aviary Section of the
Zoo.

The four Northern Rosellas were ob
served closely as to coloration and behav
ior and it appeared that they were two
pairs. One of these pairs courted and
went to nest in a relatively short time. It
is very remarkable that after the tre
mendous stress and several transfers
that they would ever think about nesting
this season. In the middle of October
they were placed alone in a large aviary
that had recently housed eagles. This
exhibit was hexagonal in shape with a
wid th of 14 feet and a height of 17 feet.
There were defini te signs of courtship
and feeding of the female in January of
1977. Three cockatiel-type nest boxes
were placed high in the aviary. The
rosellas chose an east-facing nest box
which was 11 inches long, 9 inches wide,
and 10 inches high. The entrance hole
was 2~ inches in diameter. It had been
filled with one inch of wood shavings.

The nest was not checked too often
so as to keep disturbance to a minimum.
Four eggs were laid starting in the last
week in January. Remember, this would
coincide with summertime in Australia
where the birds were not more than six
months before. Three chicks hatched
after an estimated 21 day incubation.
The young were similar in size. Both
adults were excellent parents. The male
was especially diligent in his duties of
feeding the female during the incubation
and brooding periods. At 31 days of age
one of the chicks came out of the box on

a rainy day. It became very wet and
grounded and was removed for a portion
of the day to dry. It was then placed back
into the nest box. (A risky situation, but
one we felt was needed.) It was a success,
for three days later the young chicks
came out on successive days with no
problems. At approximately 45 days of
age they were seen to be eating on their
own. Additional greens, fruits, egg yolk,
and mealworms were supplied for the
young. Broccoli greens were especially
relished. Eucalyptus branches were
supplied periodically. At 56 days the
young were identical to their parents
except for a lighter colored scarlet vent
and a lighter upper mandible and cere.
The care and records of these birds were
handled by a very diligent, experienced
aviculturist, Animal Keeper, John R.
Tobin.

The avian breeding complex was
finished in June, 1977 and this pair of

orthern Rosellas is now being housed
there along with several other species of
parrots that include four pairs of Hooded
Parakeets. This complex contains 22
breeding cages placed in two banks of 11
cages each with a four foot isleway
between banks. One bank contains 4X8
foot runs and the other contains 4Xl2
foot runs. This excellent complex was
designed and built for the zoo by H.
Richard Mattice.

This pair of orthern Rosellas was
seen frequenting their nest box after
being in the complex for only one week.
This would be wintertime in Australia
and it will be interesting to see if these
birds will breed at this time of year. Most
Australian parrots in the U.S. will start
their molting season at this time.

QUAIL FOR SALE

Normal Buttons $6.00 pair
Silver Buttons $12.00 pair
Harlequins $25.00 pair

8051 968-4024
DOUGAL HOUSE

7340 Hollister Avenue
Goleta, CA. 93017
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