
by Edward Necek

DETERMINING THE SEX OF MONOMORPHIC BIRDS

If you are intending to breed birds of
a species wherein the male and female
look alike the first major step is to get a
true pair, i.e., a male and a female. There
are a few hints that might help you pick
out a true pair.

First, you must be sure that the birds
are mature. Then get a good book that
shows the topography of your type of
bird (not necessarily the same species
but don't use a pheasant topography for
a parrot). Make a list of all of the named
feathers and parts of the bird's body.
Duplicate the list.

Next, catch one of the birds and
examine it closely. On your list mark the
color of each type of feather. Don't
forget the underside of the wings and tail.
Mark the dtails of the eyes, the shape of
the head and beak. Measure the various
parts of the bird and then the entire
bird. Record these measurements. When
you have put on paper everything your
fine-tooth-comb inspection has revealed
put a colored band on the bird's leg.

Now catch the other bird and go
through the same procedure. Ring this
bird with another color. You will wind up

with two highly detailed descriptions.
Compare the lists. If you have male and
female birds the lists will probably show
some differences, no matter how minute,
in coloring and size.

When the birds have been examined,
described on paper, and ringed, put them
in the aviary. Observe them closely. This
is most important although time-consum­
ing. Often you will note a difference in
behavior and voice. Note which bird is
more aggressive, which appears to dis­
play, which does the feeding, which
mounts the other (although sometimes
in the frenzy of breeding a hen will
mount the male briefly). Observe which
bird builds or prepares the nest, and
finally, which one lays the eggs. If your
birds go through these activities and pro­
duce fertile eggs, you can positively
identify the male and the female.

If you do all of these things but your
birds don't lay eggs or their eggs are
infertile you can always take them to a
veterinary surgeon who can perform a
painless operation for sex determination.
In short, by one method or another, there
are no birds on earth that cannot be
sexed.

Bird
Wholesalers

BUY SELL SHIP

If they are birds ­
we have them - or
can get them.

Breeder Suppliers Wanted

P.O. Box 12
Falls Church

Virginia 22046

THE EXACT PRESCRIPTION FOR A HEALTHIER, HAPPIER, CONTENTED BIRD.

P.O. BOX 4525
126 E. SPRUCE ST.

COMPTON, CA. 90220

RAI NBOW MEALWO RMS contain 12 of the 16 elements that are found in
living tissue and rich in vitamins A and B. Natural vitamin A is essential to
your birds nutrition and growth. Vitamin B is required to maintain the
nervous system.
RAINBOW MEALWORMS are a living food, clean and odorless. They
should be kept under refrigeration at 400 to 480 (but not necessary). At
this temperature they become dormant and maintain perfect condition for
several months.
RAINBOW MEALWORMS are graded in four sizes for your conveniences:
SMALL, MEDIUM, LARGE, and MIXED. Each and every worm is fresh
and lively. No need for sorting or sifting. We guarantee 10% or more over­
cou nt per measure.
POSTAGE IS PREPAID. PROMPT SHIPMENT ALL YEAR AROUND.

·INSTRUCTIONS ON CARE ARE ENCLOSED WITH FIRST ORDER.
~

THE BEST FOR LESS.
1,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $2.50 10,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $18.00
3,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $6.50 20,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $32.00
5,000 . , . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $9.50 40,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $56.00

\ ' I ca~~c;~~ ~:Is~~~nat:.

WE GUARANTEE LIVE DELIVERY '-- ,~ .-/
Mealworms are easy to eat! Birds Love 'em! ~ NB i ~

(213) 635-1494.-........ ~p.\ Olf, ~
~MEALWORMS
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PARROTS
MACAWS
COCKATOOS
AMAZONS
CONURES
LORIES
COCKATIELS
LOVEBIRDS
PARRAKEETS
FINCHES
CANARIES
DUCKS
GEESE
SWANS
PHEASANTS
QUAIL
DOVES
RATTITS
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