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Nineteen day old Thick-Billed babies.

Dr. Richard Baer has often said that it
should be the responsibility of every
aviculturist to take on the challenge of
attempting to breed one species that is
known to be difficult and to make it a
personal project to learn the require­
ments of that species so that we might
one day establish that bird in aviculture
even if there is no monetary reward and
especially if that bird is likely to become
extinct in the wild.

Happily there are some aviculturists
today who are doing just that. One of
them is AF A member Ray E. Myers and
his Wife, Mary, of 7807 Chestnut Ave.,
Bowie, Maryland. Their special project is
the Thjck-Billed Parrot, an endangered
species native to Mexico in highland areas
where the pine forests afford abundant
pine seeds that make up a large part of
their natural diet. They formerly occur­
red as far north as northern Arizona but
the clearing of the pine forests has,
apparently, prevented these birds from
venturing into the U.S. since 1935 or
earlier.

The Myers' successful breeding of this
rare and lovely bird is being reported for
two reasons. First to make avaiJable infor­
ma tion on the breeding and rearing of
Thick-Bills so that others may compare
experiences and hopefully raise more of
these birds each year. Secondly, it stands
as an example to us all that limited space
and cold climates do not preclude the
successful breeding of the larger (or in­
deed the rare!) psittacines. Although Ray
and others in the area are experimenting
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with housing birds outdoors through the
winter (temperatures sometimes drop
to 90 F or lower for days at a time), the
Tllick-Bills have aJways been keep indoors.

The pair of Tllick-Bills was acquired in
July 1973 from a couple in Wasllington,
D.C. who had kept them as pets for eight
years. These people originally purchased
the birds as young birds from Bob Busen­
bark and Henry Bates at the Palos Verdes
Bird Farm. Ray and Mary had them for a
year and a half before the first eggs were
laid, thus making the birds at least ten
years old.

It came as a surprise. The birds had
acted like a pair for some time but Ray,
like so many of us, was cautious with
his optimism about the birds being of
opposite sexes. The new breeding flight
was not yet ready on that day in Febru­
ary when the hen laid her first egg. Right
on the bottom of the cage! The literature
says that Thick-Billed Parrots breed May
through August. ot February. The egg
was removed and an attempt was made to
incubate it. The embryo progressed nicely
for ten days or so and then died. Five
more eggs were laid (one every other day)
and removed for incubation before the
hen stopped laying. Artificial incubation
was unsuccessful although all the eggs
proved to be fertile.

The dilemna was clear. A large flight
was needed, but large flights have to be
outdoors and Maryland in February is
too cold to risk valuable birds outdoors.
The answer was a large cage in the attach­
ed garage which already housed eleven

cockatoos, five macaws, and a wide
assortment of Amazons, Greys, Caiques,
Lorys, Love Birds, Cockatiels, Budgies,
and Finches.

As February approached the next
year the Tllick-Bills began their expected
chewing of everytlling that didn't move
out of their way. This seems to be char­
acteristic behavior at nesting time. They
literally turn logs into toothpicks. Three
inch perches cut from oak or elm trees
disintegrate in- a matter of days.

The breeding cage measured five feet
long, three feet wide and three feet high.
It was located close to the floor so that
the birds could not climb higher than
about four feet above the garage 1100r.
The nest box was located outside the cage
on one end horizontally at the bottom
level of the cage and measured three feet
long, one foot high and 15 inches deep. A
square entrance hole of approximately 10
inches on a side was cut at the end near­
est the garage wall and on the front of the
box. The end of the box opposite the
entrance hole had an inspection door.
The box was filled with rotten logs and
wooden debris taken from nearby
wooded areas to a depth of 8 or 10 inches.
The box itself was made out of old,
weathered, wood. The temperature of the
room was about 55 0 F.

Ray believes, contrary to much of the
curren t avicultural theories regarding the
amount of space necessary for the success­
ful breeding of the larger psittacines, that
large flights are really not necessary. To
support his contention he points, not



The same babies at 25 days 0/ age. The coffee cup illustrates the birds size.

only to the Thick-Bills but, to a pair of
Greater Sulphur Crested Cockatoos (true
Greaters) and a pair of Molluccan Cocka­
toos that he put up for breeding for the
first time in April in flights that measured
7' high by 7' long by 4' wide. The Great­
ers were on eggs in early June and the
Molluccans in July!

During the month of February the
Thick-Bills turned the rotten wood
inside the nest box in to woodchips and
sawdust. They spen t most of their time
in the nest box, coming out only to eat
and destroy their perches and all wooden
parts of the cage. They were not observ­
ed carrying pieces of the perches into the
box but it was almost as if that was their
intent. Oddly enough they did relatively
little damage to the nest box itself.

February passed and no eggs. Then,
when Ray and Mary had almost given up,
the first egg was laid on March 21 th. Two
days later a second egg was laid. The hen
began incubation with the first egg and
was never observed outside the box for
the entire incubation period. The male sat
with her and guarded the entrance hole
but never ven tured outside the box when
anyone was present. He came out to eat
when he thought no one was watching
and fed the hen on the nest.

The first egg hatched exactly 28 days
after it was laid. The second, likewise,
on the 28th day or :2 days after the first.
On the eighth day after hatching, Ray
noticed blood on the wing of one of the
chicks so he removed them both for hand

feeding.
At this point I should comment on the

diet fed the adult birds. It was always
standard parrot fare: a parrot mix of large
seeds and nuts, mostly sunflower, pre­
pared by the William G. Scarlett Seed Co.
of Baltimore, MD. This was supplemented
with fruits and vegetables and vitamins in
the water. A Lory nectar and Purina
Monkey Chow were given after the babies
hatched. No pine seeds were ever used.
This particular pair of Thick-Bills, at
least, does not require pinion nuts or pine
seeds, as is commonly assumed, for
breeding.

The diet for the chicks at first consist­
ed of the following: mashed bananas, Hi­
Protein baby cereal, hard boiled egg,
monkey chow, and water. They were fed
every four hours around the clock until
they were 30 days old. After that they
were given four feedings a day between
7 :00 a.m. and II :00 p.m. Mary, who has
fed over a hundred baby psittacines, pre­
fers to use an eyedropper, even for the
parrots. The ingredients are run through a
blender before cooking and sometimes
afterwards to achieve a consistency that
will pass through the dropper.

The pictures give us a record of the
growth of the chicks. The coffee cup was
used as a convenient size reference. Ray
weighed the chicks every day at the same
time so that we also have an accurate
record of the growth rate. This not only
serves as a reference, but it tells the
breeder if all is well.

HERBST and CROWN
cages

Breeding -Flight -Decorative

LUSTAR and PLANIT
products

(picture brochures of above available)

* * Something New * *
P. SLUIS PRODUCTS

Canary Fortifier
Budgerigar Fortffier
Universal Food
Insectivorous Food
Cardboard Bird Carriers

KELLOGG'S
PETAMINE - BUDGIMINE

KELLOGG'S CANARY, FINCH
AND PARAKEET MIXES

LYRIC HEALTH GRIT

for all birds

COCKATIEL and PARROT MIXES

Anise, Charcoal, Flax, Hemp, Let­
tuce, Poppy, Peppers, Safflower,
CANARY (Domestic and Moroc­
can), Teazle, Niger, Milo, Sesame,
Kelp, Gelatin, Peanuts, Ground
Cuttlebone, Peas, Peanut Hearts
and Runners, Unhulled Rice, Pump­
kin, Japanese Millet. Water Grass
seed.

TRILL BRAND Mineral Blocks
(by C&Wl

NUTRO'S CAGE & AVIARY

SPRAY

PLASTIC CANARY EGGS
(made in USA by LUSTAR)

Many other items.

Send STAMPED 24c business size
envelope for AUGUST 1977 price list.

NORSHORE
PETS

P.O. Box 271, Marengo, IL 60152
Phone: 815 - 568 - 6732

Hours: Monday thru Friday 8 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.
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The babies are
well feathered

by 65 days.
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A baby
of 46 days.

YOU G-THICK-BI LLED
PARROTS WEIGHT RECORD

Weight Weight
in Grams in Grams

Day Chick Day Chick
No. NO.1 o. o. 2

19 188.6 17 150.0
20 205.4 18 169.5
21 209.4 19 175.3
22 220.2 20 184.2
23 230.3 21 193.5
24 240.6 22 208.2
25 245.0 23 215.7
26 262.0 24 231.8
27 278.4 25 245.8
28 288.8 26 258.3
29 291.0 27 269.5
30 292.0 28 263.2
31 280.4 29 257.5
32 278.5 30 257.0
33 278.0 31 257.3
36 277.3 34 257.4
39 274.5 37 256.0
43 270.0 41 259.6
46 261.4 44 270.0
47 263.4 45 269.5
52 288.7 50 285.0
56 332.0 54 323.5
60 334.8 58 310.7
63 323.0 61 308.0
65 295.5 63 318.0
68 292.0 66 317.0
91 292.0 89 296.0

Bright eyed fellows
at 52 days.
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You will notice from the chart that
trouble developed around the 32nd day.
Without the conscientious weighing and
record keeping, Ray and Mary might not
have noticed since the chicks' behavior
was normal. Chick o. 1 began to lose
weight rapidly while Chick No. 2 stabili~­

ed at about 257 grams. They decided it
was too early for the "slimming" phase to
begin so something was wrong.

It was decided to change the diet, and
on the 42nd day they began using Velma
Hart's diet as printed in Bates and Busen­
bark's, "Parrots and Related Birds,"
pp. 470476. Monkey Chow was still
included but in much smaller quantities
and was finally discontinued. The effect
was seen almost immediately. The birds
began to gain weight slowly at first and
then a dramatic gain occurred between
the 47th and 52nd day of 25.3 gr. for
Chick NO.1 and 15.5 gr. for Chick NO.2.

The young Thick-Bills progressed well
after that. Much of the duty of hand
feeding at this point fell upon Ray's
daughters, Donna and Chris Ann, since
Mary was sched uled for surgery and Ray
could only feed them in the pre-dawn
hours before going to work and then
again late at night.

The "slimming" phase began at about
56 days. The birds were now being fed
three times a day. When Mary returned
from the hospital this was red uced to two
times a day. The birds were now 60 days
old. The weaning process took a long
time and the young birds were finally on
their own at 90 days of age. Chick No. I
weighed in at 292.0 gr. and No. 2 at
296.0 gr.

The juvenile Thick-Bills were some­
what duller green than the adults and
lacked the red stripe above the eye that
extends back to the middle of the head as
well as the red at the bend of the wing.
The beaks were a whitish-cream color
with black marks on either side of the
upper mandible. When the birds were
about six months old, the red above the
eye began to appear and the beaks
slowly darkened so that by 14 months
old they fully resembled the adults with
black beaks and bright red superciliary
stripes.

A comment on sexing these birds: the
adult male has a few red feathers on
either side of the face near the beak. The
young birds, now 18 months old, act very
much like a pair and one of them also has
these same red feathers on the face. When
the spread of the pelvic bones was check­
ed on the adults, it was found that the
male's bones are close together and the
hen's spread wide. The young birds show

continued on next page
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Introducing -
the New 16 oz. Aviary size.
For years, many successful breeders and fanciers have used Lambert Kay ™

Avitron" Liquid Vitamin Supplement to help assure the continued health,
vitality, performance and well-being of their birds.

But many of them found the available 1/2 oz., 1 oz., and 2 oz. size bottles too
small and inconvenient for their needs.

So we're putting Avitron" in a new, economical 16 oz. Aviary size bottle, as
well. And we've taken into account new research in bird nutrition to improve
the already famous Avitron" formula.

Avitron" is formulated in consultation with respected Avian Nutritionists. Its
water soluble and fat soluble vitamins are blended into a palatable formula
which can be fed directly to birds or easily mixed with food or water. And we
include handy measuring devices to help you get just the right dosages.

So whether you need the smaller 1/2 , 1 or 2 oz. sizes, or the economical new 16
')z. Aviary size, give your birds Avitron", the best in vitamin supplements.
Available from your local pet supply dealer.

,..'-
LambirtKay

Division of Carter-Wallace, Inc., Cranbury, New Jersey 08512
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By their 91 st day the breeder, Mr. Ray E. Myers can hardly hold them down.

PET BIRDS,INC.
Quality Pet Birds for the
discriminating buyer at

competitive prices.

COCKATOOS
AMAZONS
MACAWS

and FINCHES, ETC.

Live Delivery Guaranteed

Call for prices, or write:

PET BIRDS, INC.
1730 Bay Road

Miami Beach, FL 33139

(305) 532-1039

(U.S.D.A. APPROVED
QUARANTINE STATION)

Magnolia
Bira
Farm

We Buy Birds
We Shlp Birds
COMPLETE BIRD SUPPLIES

(714) 527-3387
Open 9 to 6 Closed Sun., Mon., Holidays

8990 Cerritos Ave.
Anahei m, Ca. 92804
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At 65 days the babies stick close to home.

no differences. If you own or know of a
proven pair of Thick-Bills, it would be of
interest to check for similar red face
markings on the male and report your
findings (whatever they are) to the
Watchbird editor so that we may pursue
this means of sexing or discount it.

The following year the adult Thick­
Bills failed to go to nest. Their behavior
of cheWing up logs was as exaggerated as
~sual, bu t no eggs. They are now housed
In a larger (5' long, 6' high, 30" wide) all
metal flight and as we approach this

- I...

Winter and Spring, we will be anxiously
awaiting another nesting of the Meyers'
Thick-Billed Parrots.

And what about your "special pro­
ject?" Important breedings happen all
over the country, not just in the warm
climates of the southwest and Florida.
They also occur in environments and situ­
ations that would make the California
breeders shake their heads in dismay. If
Aviculture is to progress in this country,
we need to know aBout as many unusual
successes as possib Ie •




