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Swans are my only business.

•

Veterinary Laboratory Services
California Department of

Food and Agriculture
P.O. Box 255

San Gabriel, CA 91778

CONTROL OF IMPORTANT
PARASITIC DISEASES OF BIRDS

PAIRS OR SINGLES
Accu rately Sexed, Correctly Pin ioned

Mute Swans. Australian Blacks
Black-Necked. Trumpeters

•PAIRS START AT $295.00

Aluminum
Leg Bands

PROMPT SERVICE. HIGH QUALITY

ORDER 1978 BANDS
Coded Parakeet Closed Bands.

Regular Initial Type Bands,not coded
in choice of colors, open or closed.
Plastic Family Identification Bands
for keets or canary, choice of colors.
Leg Band Cutters. Bird Claw Scissors.

SEND SE LF-ADDRESSED STAMPED
ENVELOPE FOR COMPLETE PRICE LIST.

RED BIRD
PRODUCTS, INC.

2786 Fruitridge Road
P.O. Box 20004 (Dept. A.F.A.)

Sacramento, CA. 95820

QUAIL FOR SALE
Normal Buttons $6.00 pair
Silver Buttons $12.00 pair
Harlequins $25.00 pair

8051 968-4024
DOUGAL HOUSE
269 Orange Ave.

Goleta, CA. 93017
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In six separate cases today, I found air
sac mites in some Lady Gouldian Finches,
gizzard worms in a Shaftail Finch, gizzard
worms again in a Cordon Bleu, and round­
worms, coccidiosis, malaria, and tricho­
moniasis in three separate flocks of
pigeons. This may serve to dramatize the
fact that parasitic diseases must be con­
trolled in your flock if you wish to have
healthy birds and good performance. for
the purpose of this discussion, I would
like to list some of the more important
parasitic diseases according to the follow­
ing convenient format.
I. Protozoa, the lowest division of the

animal kingdom, consisting of one
celled animals.
A. Having flagella, by which to move.

1. Trichomoniasis, seen in many
species including pigeons, finch­
es, etc.

2. Hexamitiasis, seen in some game
birds and budgies.

3. Histomoniasos, seen in turkeys
and other game birds.

4. Giardiasis, rare but seen in bud­
gies and a few other birds.

B. Sporozoa, having no locomotor or­
gans in the adult stage and repro­
ducing by sporulation.
1. Coccidiosis, found in most spec-·

ies.
2. Malaria.

a. True malaria due to Plasmo­
dium sp., in many domestic and
wild birds.
b. Pigeon malaria, due to Hemo­
proteus sp., in pigeons, doves,
and quail.

II. Helminths, intestinal worms or other
wormlike parasites.
A. Flukes, trematodes, usually flat and

leaf shaped with suckers.
B. Tapeworms, cestodes, flattened,

tapelike, and composed of separate
segments.

C. Roundworms, nematodes, usually
relatively long and thin, such as the

ascarid.

III. Arthropods, articulated animals such
as ticks and lice.
A. Ticks and mites, arachnids, flatten­

ed bodies with four pairs of legs.
B. Mosquitoes, flies, and lice, insects,

having three pairs of legs.

HOW TO AVOID PROBLEMS
I. Start with clean, healthy birds.

A. Try to buy only from clean flocks.
B. Always isolate the new bird for at

least one month.
C. Have the bird examined for para­

sites by an experienced veterinarian.

II. Start with a clean, adequate environ­
ment.
A. Provide adequate nutrition.
B. Minimize stresses.
C. Many parasites are transmitted

through the droppings. Minimize
the opportunity for contamination
of feed and water.

D. Certain parasites require insects for
their spread. Eliminate those insects
if at all possible.

HOW TO SOLVE PROBLEMS
I. Identify the cause as soon as possible.

A. Find a veterinarian who is willing to
help you before trouble strikes.

B. A well trained layman can identify
certain parasites with confidence.

II. Treat the disease with the most effec­
tive drugs which are available.

III. Sanitize or modify the environment
to minimize the chance of recurrence.

IV. Certain diseases are best controlled by
periodic, preventive treatment.

HOW TO DEAL WITH THE MOST COM­
MON PARASITIC DISEASES
I. Protozoa



Breeders of Cockatiels, Lovebirds, and Zebra Finches

a professional record by world renowned trainers and authors:
Henry J. Bates and Robert Busenbark

Training talking birds is easy with this record! One side of the record tells all the
tricks to training your bird. The other side is simple phrases repeated.

BIRDS
OF Alll(INDS

h" and d.everyt mg you nee In
bird supplies

• WE SHIP BIRDS.
Send stamped, self-addressed envelope for prices.

Talking Bird Training
Record - with
accompanying booklet
giving detailed instructions
about how to gain a birds
confidence, and pitfalls
to avoid.

ORDER YOUR COpy NOW FROM
PALOS VERDES BIRD FARM INC.

P.O. Box 1305, Torrance, CA. 90505

DISTRIBUTOR AND WHOLESALE INQUIRIES INVITED

Retail store - 4146 West Pacific Coast Hwy, Torrance, CA. 90505
(across the street from Samba's)

(714) 443-8315
12995 Old Barona Road • Lakeside, California 92040

(near San Diego)

$7.95
post paid (California residents add 6% sales tax)

Many birds learn to speak but only a relatively few do really well because of lack of
persistance on the part of the trainer. This record can be used with all birds that have
the ability to mimic the human voice (Mynahs. Budgerigars (also called Budgie or
Parakeet), Cockatiels, Halfmoon Conures, many species of Amazon Parrots, African
Gray Parrots, Macaws, and various Cockatoos).

.........
--"
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'TRAIN YOUR BIRD IN STEREO"

Hours:
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Closed Mon.

A. Trichomoniasis is spread from bird
to bird during feeding or through
contaminated feed or water. It
causes heavy losses among pigeons
and finches and less frequently
among hudgies and other birds. It
is most dangerous to the young and
may cause gasping or diarrhea be­
fore death. Microscopic examina­
tion of material from the digestive
tract is necessary for diagnosis. It
may be controlled by the use of
one level teaspoonful of Emtryl per
gallon of drinking water for a
period of five or six days. Straw­
be~ry Finches don't seem to toler­
ate Emtryl for more than four
days in a row. The drug Flagyl
may be substituted for Emtryl at a
dosage of 250 mg. per gallon for
five days. It is said to be only about
half as hazardous. Certain treated
individuals may remain as carriers.
Some flocks may require preven­
tive treatment just before each
breeding season.

B. Coccidiosis is found in many spec­
ies of birds and may cause heavy
losses or remain unnoticed accord­
ing to the species involved. It is
spread through the droppings. A
microscopic examination of the
droppings will usually reveal the
presence of the eggs or oocysts of
the organism. In some cases of
acute losses, the oocysts mtly not
appear in the droppings and exami­
nations of scrappings from the
intestine of a dead bird may be
needed. Of the readily available
drugs, Vetasulid offers some advan­
tages over the other sulfas. It may
be given at the rate of 'l4 teaspoon­
ful per gallon of water for a period
of five days. Other sulfa drugs are
usually safe and effective when
given according to the directions
for chickens.

continued on next page
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They spread from bird to bird
through the droppings. No prov­
en treatment is known, but
Tramisol should be tried.

3. Gizzard worms may cause heavy
mortality among finches. They
burrow underneath the hard
inside lining of the gizzard and
cause unthriftiness and death.
On post mortem examination,
the worms may be seen if the
thickened lining of the gizzard is

.peeled away and examined with
the aid of a good magnifying
glass or dissecting microscope.
Another clue to the presence of
this parasite is the detection of
whole, undigested seeds in the
intestine which resemble beads
on a string. They may often be
seen through the abdominal
wall of the live bird or in the
droppings. Little is known of its
life cycle, but it probably re­
quires beetles or maybe even
ants as an intermediate host to
complete its cycle.

4. Roundworms may cause heavy
losses among many species of
birds. They inhabit the digestive
tract and the mature worms lay
eggs which may be seen on
microscopic examination of the
droppings. A young bird may be
killed by a heavy infestation of
immature worms before the
worms are old enough to lay
eggs. In this case, a diagnosis
may only be made by examina­
tion of a dead bird. Piperazine is
still an effective treatment in
chickens, turkeys and probably
in pheasants. It is ineffective in
psittacines and is said to be
dangerous. Tramisol appears to
be much better for controlling
roundworms in the other species.
It may be used at a dosage of %
rounded teaspoonful per gallon
of drinking water for a period
of five days in many species. A
dosage of only % rounded tea­
spoonful per five gallons of
drinking water for a period of
two days seems to be effective
in pigeons and doves. In the case
of birds which consume only a
limited amount of water, such as
some psittacines, it may be pre­
ferable to use 0. rounded tea­
spoonful per gallon for five days.
This dosage has been tried by a
number of breeders without any
problems to date. The safety,
effectiveness, and dosage sched­
ule of Tramisol remains to be

C. Malarias. True malaria, due to an
infection of the red blood cells by
Plasmodium sp., seems to be un­
common, but it has caused some
losses in canaries. It is spread by
mosquitoes and may be treated by
he use of Atabrine at the rate of
one tablet, 10. grains, per three
quarts of water for a period of
seven days. The mosquitoes must
be controlled to prevent reinfection.
A type of malaria which is common
among pigeons and doves is caused
by an infection of the red blood
cells by a Hemoproteus organism. It
is spread by the pigeon fly and
rarely causes death, only poor per­
formance. It may be treated with
Atabrine as described for true
malaria. Control of the pigeon fly
may be facilitated by the judicious
use of Shell Pestrips.

A. Flukes are tiny, flat, leaf-shaped
organisms which are occasionally
seen during post mortem exami­
nations. They require a fresh water
snail as an intermediate host to per­
petuate themselves. They may
cause unthriftiness or rarely death.
There is no practical treatment
available.

B. Tapeworms infect the digestive
tract and may vary in their effects
from negligible to severe. They all
require an intermediate host, such
as beetles, snails, or molluscs. There
is no practical treatment which is
totally effective.

C. Roundworms are among the most
common and dangerous of the para­
sites. There are many different
kinds, but several deserve special
mention.
1. Capillaria infect the crop or in­

testine and are especially com­
mon among game birds. They
are spread through the drop­
pings and may be diagnosed by
microscopic examination of the
droppings. Tramisol is reported
to be effective if given at the
rate of 15 mg. per pound body
weight either orally or by sub­
cutaneous injection. It may be
necessary to raise game birds on
wire to avoid the problem.

2. Dyspharynx and Tetrameres,
stomach worms, are common
parasites of pigeons and rarely
of psittacines. They bury them­
selves in the wall of the proven­
triculus, or true stomach, and
may cause unthriftiness or death.

II. Helminths

PAT'S BIRD RANCH
Birds. Nest Boxes

Carriers
Special Boxes Made

to Order
(213) 443-2886
Roger Compton

9359 Rush Street
S. EI Monte, Ca. 91733

RAYNOR A. FARMER
1515 N. Mar-Les Dr.

Santa Ana, CA. 92706

(714) 531-1809

BIRD NETS
Nylon Netting

18" Hardwood Handle
Wire Hoop 11"Diameter

$4.00 each
includes postage & handling

Write for prices and
amount wanted

SMlny'S ~ ~~_}~~
9urquoisine AlIiari'iN

rspecializing in
TURQUOISINES

SCAR LET CHESTED and
YELLOW MUTATION

BOURKE PARRAKEETS
Catering to serious breeders only

RALPH V. SMITH
616 So. Fifth St Montebello, CA. 90640

(213) 728-2263

~l 10he c2Jllded
~~i-:Wir~i~~' ;f~irdmg-e

.~IW~ AVid!p
~electiveCage Bred Birds

for the discriminating breeder
Cockatiels • Finches • Lovebirds
Dr. Richard E. Baer
464)12 Naomi (t. - P.O. Box 206
Groveport, Oh 43125 (614) 836-5832
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WE HAVE A USDA APPROVED QUARANTINE STATION

rf!!'~
WtnQ-J

viarieSU

CALL (213) 341-1522 OR (213)882 -7130

BUY· SELL · SHIP

20223 Saticoy St., Canoga Park, CA. 91306

BIRDS OF ALL KINDS

Specializing
in

Finches and Australian Hookbills

EXOTIC BIRDS

WHOLESALE • RETAIL
WE BUYANDSELL BIRDS

CALL (714) 781-9200
12705 Iowa Ave. Colton CA 92324
P.O. Box 1118, Colton CA 92324

Tues-Sat. 10 to 5:30
Sun: 1 to 5 pm

Call or Write for our up-to-date price list
of birds available.

Please include self-addressed, stamped envelope.

We guarantee our birds to be healthy.
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture inspected

and 100% LIVE ARRIVAL

established with certainty. Its
use should be approached with
caution in new species until it
is known to be safe. Tramisol,
like so many of the other drugs,
has not been approved for use in
the exotic species of birds and
the risk is entirely on the owner.

III. Arthropods
A. Ticks and mites may often intrude

into a flock and cause serious prob­
lems before they are noticed. Most
budgie fanciers recognize the pre­
sence of the scaly leg mite which
causes the scales on the feet and
legs to thicken and become rough,
as well as causing the bill and cere
to become distorted. They are
readily controlled by soaking the
affected areas with commercially
available mixtures of several drugs.

B. Skin and feather mites may be de­
tected by a very close examination
in a strong light, perhaps with the
help of a magnifying glass. Some
are very harmful and others are not.
Some can be controlled with drugs
and others cannot. Unless you
know which kind of mite is involv­
ed, you should seek a positive iden­
tification with the help of your
veterinarian.

C. Airsac mites often cause heavy
losses among Lady Gouldian finch­
es, canaries, and some other finches.
Their presence may be suspected
when these species show respira­
tory distress either after exercise
or even at rest. If a bird is caught
and held close to the ear, a clicking
or gurgling sound may be heard.
The mites may be seen at time of
post mortem with the help of a
good magnifying glass or dissecting
microscope. Treatment is difficult
to apply properly and is best learn­
ed from an experienced veterinarian
or breeder. There are several basic
approaches to treatment. One of
the oldest, which is still quite use­
ful, involves the use of a 4% to 5%
Malathion powder which is used to
produce a dusty atmosphere which
the bird is forced to inhale. It may
be administered in a paper bag or in
an elaborate chamber. The critical
factor is to give the bird just a little
less exposure than would kill it.
This requires a lot of judgement
and experience. The treatment
should be repeated at weekly inter­
vals for three to six weeks.
A relatively newer system involves
the use of seed which has been
treated with Sevin. When properly

continued on page 38
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CLASSIFIED ADS
CLASSIFIED RATES - $3.00 minimum charge for 4 lines of type (average 7 words per
line). Additional charge of 9¢ per word for ad running over 28 words. (28 words to include
name, address and phone.) All copy to be RECEIVED BY 15th day of month preceding
publication.

THE PERILS OF BUYING
IMPORTED BIRDS contd from page 16

been thoroughly cleaned and properly
disinfected. No visitors should be allowed.

(Some clubs may want to consider
such a quarantine facility as a club oper­
ated project.)

If the above best method is impossible,
then quarantining the birds for at least a
month on an isolated part of an aviary
premise is in order as next best. Here,
again, a separate attendant, who has no
contact with other birds, separate equip­
ment, and "off-limits" to everyone else
are required. This separate attendant can
be a member of the family who will take
care of the quarantined birds during the
isolation period, shower each time after
taking care of them, and who will stay
completely away from the aviary proper
during this time.

If the aviculturist must take care of
the quarantined birds himself, either on
the separate premises or on an isolated
part of his aviary premises, he should do
this last after taking care of all of the
needs of his aviary. This is much less satis­
factory than any of the two previous pro­
cedures and he must be meticulous in see­
ing that no possible contagium is carried
from the quarantine facility to the aviary
proper.

Nothing must be taken from the quar­
antine facility. Disposable head wear,
coveralls (long sleeves preferred), and rub­
ber boots (high enough to tuck coverall
legs in) should be used when servicing the
quarantine facility. After service, hoots
should be cleaned and disinfected, inside
and out, with an approved disinfectant on
leaving and left there for next day's use.
Remove coveralls only in clean plastic
bags for laundry before reuse. Wash
hands, fingernails and arms in disinfectant,
take a shower and wash hair, and dress in
clean clothes before returning to the
aviary proper.

The least satisfactory form of isolation
would be in quarters (a separate room)
not apart from the aviary proper. If this
is the only way possible, strictly follow­
ing the instructions in the paragraph
above may possibly help to avoid spread
of contagious disease if such disease
should exist in the newly purchased birds.

To buy new hirds from any source and
put them directly into the aviary is asking
for truhle and sooner or later trouhle will
occur.

The purchasing of new hirds, especial­
ly imported hirds. will always he accom­
panied with risk.
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THE VET'S CORNER
Parasitic Diseases contd from page 29

applied, this system may be easier,
but it may not be 100% effective.
The dosage of the drug is critical
and a slight overdose will kill. For
this reason, I won't publish the
dosage in this sort of general arti­
cle. If you still want to try it, I
will tell you how to procede per­
sonally. It should also be repeated
several times.
Some experienced breeders swear
by the use of hargate spray. I have
only word of mouth confirmation
of its effectiveness, but it is worthy
of consideration.

IV. MosqUitoes, flies, lice and fleas are
insects which may carry several kinds
of diseases, including parasitic, bacter­
ial, and viral, in addition to causing
damage by themselves. If it is at all
possible to exclude these insects from
the environment, many problems may
be avoided, such as malaria and canary
pox.

FOR SALE: Exquisite hand crafted furniture,
quality parrot stands - $105. Also handmade
wire work, decorative cages for the discrimi­
nating bird - $250. Limited number of the new
Parrots of the World book - $35. Marcy HUla,
5824 Parfour Ct., Decatur, GA. 30038, (404)
981-4232.

FOR SALE: Canaries - $17.50. Cockatiels­
gray, $25.00, Pied, $50.00. All birds are close
banded, sexed and healthy. Southwest Aviaries,
281 Luna Chaparral, New Mexico 88021. (505)
824-4814.

HYACINTH MACAWS - Evenings and week­
ends. 1·203-438-9376.

AFRICAN GREY PARROTS. Young Amazon
Parrots handraised young. Cockatiels - Fancy
type Canaries. Red Rumps and Bourke's Para·
keets. Bronson Birds. 70 Nagle Ave., New York,
NY 10040. (212) 942-1150.

FOR SALE: TWO FINE BOOKLETS to help
with care and training of Cage Birds. OIRaisinfJ
Parrakeets for Pleasure and Profit". "Raising
Canaries for Pleasure and Profit". $3.00 each ­
or both for $5.00. Mrs. A.D. Myers, 6076 ­
82nd Terrace, Pinellas Park, Florida 33565.

FOR SALE: Barbary Partridge and Quail,
7 species. R.O. Taylor, (213) 332-3561.

LIVE MEAL WORMSencourage breeding, pro­
vide natural Vitamin-packed nutrients for growth
and development. Fun to Iland feed for tam­
ing! Wholesale to Club Members: 5000 @

$9.25; 10,000 Ce' 17.50,20,000 @ 32.00. Handy
cups of 500 in bran only $15.60 per dozen.
SO POOL YOUR ORDERS! Call tonight (714)
298-5678 until 7 p.m. Olympic Meal Worms,
Dept. A.F.A., Box 2500, La Jolla, CA. 92038.

FOR SALE: Welded Wire Ih" x 1/2",4' x 100'.
Also available in 1/2 " Xl", 4' x 100' roll. Whole­
sale price. Jerry Jennings, 1803 Pontius Ave.,
L.A., CA. 90025. (213) 884-5476 evenings.

Unfortunately, there is no single pro­
cedure or drug which will solve all of
your problems. Each parasite has its own
peculiar habits and susceptibilities and
must be approached with full knowledge
of its weaknesses. Your own veterinarian
can often be very helpful to you in
achieving and maintaining a parasite free
flock. You will also find many fine books
and magazine articles on the subject
which will help you.

READING LIST
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Schrag, L., Healthy Pigeons, Oberstein­
hausen 66, West Germany, Verlag L.
Schober Hengersperg 1974.

Davis, John W., Infectious and Para­
sitic Diseases of Wild Birds, Ames,
Iowa, The Iowa State University Press,
1971 •

77-HATCH. Red Lories. Believe to be pair.
Joe Lannom - (714) 749-3115.

FOR SALE: Guaranteed accurately surgically
sexed and tatoo identified African Greys, $850.
per pair. Also, sexed Macaws and other birds ­
prices on request. Arcadia Resaca Aviaries,
P.O. Box 1933, San Benito, TX 78586. Phone
(512) 399-7187, Michael Coffey, M.D.

FOR SALE: 1 Rainbow Lorikeet. $150.00
or other offer_ Bernard C. Feldman, 1601 1/,

E. Oakland Ave., Bloomington, IL 61701.
(309) 829-8297.

Books on Birds and other wildlife. FREE 30
page catalog listing over 800 wildlife books.
"We supply wildlife professionals around the
worid" ZOO BOOKS, 520 N. Dixie Hwy,
Hollywood, FL 33020.

FOR SALE: BUDGIES, Exhibition Type;
CANAR I ES, ColumbuS Fancy Crested &
Crest/Breds, Red Factors. Arlene Chandler,
PO Box 54, Pacific Palisades, CA 90272. (213)
454-6971.

WANTED: NORWICH CANARIES. "PAR­
ROTS OF THE WORLD" Original PUblication.
Arlene Chandler, PO Box 54, Pacific Palisades,
CA 90272. (213) 454-6971.

FOR SALE: 3 to 5 month old normal cocka­
tiels. $45.00 each. 10% discount for orders of
10 or more birds. Twin Oaks Bird Farm, Rt. 3,
Box 114A, Chandler, Okla. 74834. Phone
1-405-258·2791.

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL: Buy birds and supplies
at reasonable prices. Write if interested in a Bird
Cooperative. Christmas Birds --- Young Blue­
fronted Amazons - $160. each. Young Orange­
wings --- $115. eactl. Rare Blue Headed Parrot
(Plonus) $180. each. Tame Nandays ­
$37.50 eactl. Patagonian Conures $80. each.
Call John Lake - 399-8615 or 399-9124. Write
PO Box 2248, Bakersfield, California 93303.


