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approaching breeding age. If they
produce young they will make history
as this species has never been bred out­
side Brazil where it has always been a
great rarity. In Brazil it has been bred in
only one collection - and that
occurred nearly two decades ago.

Among the participants at the meet­
ing was Nigel Collar from England, of
the International Council for Bird
Preservation (ICBP). (Loro Parque has
donated large sums to this organization
for the conservation of another endan­
gered parrot.) Also present was Dr.
Ulysses Seal from the USA, an authorit)'
on the captive management of endan­
gered species with very small captive
populations. He represented the Captive
Breeding Survival Group of the Interna­
tional Union for the Conservation of
Nature (IUCN). Both these organizations
will approach the Brazilian Govern­
ment, as a result of the meeting, to ask
for its co-operation. The owners of
Spix's macaws will be asked to give their
signature of agreement to the document
that was drawn up and thus the consor­
tium will be formed which will be
essential for the success of the captive
breeding program for Spix's macaw.

Dr. Seal stated that he was extremely
pleased to have been present at this
meeting which he hopes will serve as a
model for other meetings where highly
endangered species are in the hands of
private aviculturists as well as zoos and
bird parks. That both groups should
work together is extremely important.

Another outcome of the meeting is
that a studbook is to be kept for this
macaw, that is, details of all the speci­
mens held in captivity should be regis­
tered with the keeper of the studbook.
Rosemary Low, curator at Loro Parque,
has applied to keep the studbook.

by Rosemary Low
Curator, Lora Parque, Tenerife, Canary Islands

On August 17 and 18 Loro Parque in
Tenerife hosted a very important meet­
ing. The subject was the conservation
through captive breeding of a highly
endangered parrot, Spix's macaw
(Cyanopsitta spixil). The Parque has
the largest collection of parrots open to
the public in the world, totalling 1300
birds of over 200 species. These include
a pair of Spix's macaws.

The country of origin of this parrot is
Brazil, where only three are known to
survive in the wild. Eleven exist in cap­
th'it)' within Brazil and only ten outside
Brazil. The purpose of the meeting was
to bring together owners, or representa­
tives of owners, of these birds, also offi­
cials of two international conservation
organizations. After a day of discussion
a document was drawn up setting out
recommendations to aid the survival of
Spix's macaw through a captive breed­
ing program.

It was agreed that young bred in
captivity would not be sold but would
be retained by the breeder or loaned to
another owner of the species for breed­
ing purposes.

In this striking macaw, whose plum­
age is entirely blue, male and female are
alike externally.

It is obviously important that the
gender of all the Spix's macaws in
captivity is known so that true pairs can
be formed. Wolfgang Kiessling, the
owner of Loro Parque, offered to send
his veterinarian, Johanna Storm, to
Brazil, to sex the birds in captivity there
provided that the Brazilian Government
recognizes the captive breeding pro­
gram. There is no vet in Brazil able to
undertake this task. Johanna Storm
recently sexed the Spix's macaws at
Loro Parque and confirmed that they
are a male and a female. Young birds on
arrival in Tenerife, they are now
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designed to assist
you in maintaining
your bird's optimum
health. Some of the
many features in­
clude a special
parrot- proof door
latch; concealed
lexan connector pins
to allow easy assem­
bly; lead-free powder
coated finish avail­
able in white, grey,
almond, and black;
ABS plastic tray with
a standard floor
grate; and three
cage sizes with a
choice of three roof
styles. For more
information write or ....~-..=..,,-"
call us at

ANIMAL ENVIRONMENTS
P.O. Box 4156

leucadia, CA 92024·0996
(619) 438-4442

See our ad this issue, p. 33

top for the
y • Warmer espe-

cially for the
bird breeders
who have
small birds, or
who hand feed
their chicks.
It's our "lost
leader" being
priced as low
as possible.

Nearly $200 less than the s1andard TEN/CARE model.
Like all our TEN/CARE units, the base is an "electric
hot water bottle" with circulating h€ated water thermos­
tatically controlled at 75° to 100°F. The Brooder cover
for the Warmer, like the Dome cover, has handports
with venting spin covers, so you can reach into the unit
without opening the top.

THERMOCARE INC.
P.O. Drawer YY

Incline Village, NV 89450
(702) 831-1201

See our ad this issue, p. 11
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