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Loro Parque
Fundacion

The prominent news of this month is
the birth of four Lear’s Macaws (Anodo-
rhynchus leari). Both couples again pro-
ceeded to breed and hence, two nestlings
of each couple have hatched. As we had
lain out the eggs to adoptive parents, two
Lear’s Macaws are now being raised, opti-
mally provided for, by a couple of Green-
winged Macaws (Ara chloroptera), while
the other two are raised by a couple of Blue
and Gold Macaws (Ara ararauna). There-
fore, the number of Lear’s Macaws kept by
the Loro Parque has risen to 15 animals.

This year, we accomplished a very nice
successful breeding, namely of two young
Yellow-lored Amazons (Amazona xan-
tholora) and two Marajé Yellow-headed
Amazons (Amazona ochrocephala xan-
tholaema). Both are seldom-kept parrot
species in Europe, and therefore, every
single nestling is crucial for the promo-
tion of self-perpetuating breed.

Our Timneh Grey Parrots (Psittacus
erithacus timneh) proved to be extraor-
dinary productive this year. Each of the
eight mature couples kept by the Loro
Parque Foundation meanwhile pro-
ceeded to breed and are currently raising
their nestlings or already incubating their
second hatch.

After five years without breeding suc-
cess, a young Short-tailed Parrot (Gray-
didascalus brachyurus) is being reared in
its parents’ nest this year. It is worth not-
ing that the breeding male had already
gained breeding experience and has been
living at Loro Parque Foundation since
1996. The female was foster-reared for
three weeks in the nest of Red-shouldered
Macaws (Diosittaca nobilis) before being
hand-reared in the Baby Station of Loro
Parque until she had gained indepen-
dence. Now five years old, this female has
laid four eggs, of which only one was fer-
tile. We left the eggs in the nest, and the
rearing of the resulting chick is going so
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At top, two young Marajé Yellow-headed Amazons (Amazona ochrocephala xantholaema,).
Above, two young Timneh Grey Parrots (Psittacus erithacus timneh), shortly before
fledging.

well that it has already been ringed. This
is a very important breeding success for
this seldom kept parrot species in Europe,
as only a few are reared by some breed-
ers. Everything should be tried to induce
them to breed so as to have a self-perpet-
uating breeding population. Precisely for

this reason the pair had been moved to a
larger aviary with more opportunities for
breeding this spring, because they had not
made any breeding attempts in their pre-
vious aviary. The pair now lives together
with a pair of Pileated Parrots (Pionop-
sitta pileata) in the aviary measuring 2 m
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high, 4 m long and 1.5 m wide. Until now
no aggression has occurred between the
two parrot species. Thus, the redeploy-
ment can be considered successful, and
we hope more breeding successes will fol-
low during the coming years.

Now, parrots can even be found in
the aquarium of the Loro Parque. Since
recently, four Crimson-bellied Conures
(Pyrrhura perlata perlata) are living in
the jungle-like area, which represents a
section of the South-American river land-
scape, at the entry of theaquarium. Hence,
they complete the exposed South Ameri-
can world of birds, which is represented
by a couple of Toco Toucans (Rampha-
stos toco), four Tanagers (Thraupis epis-
copus) and four Red-shouldered Ducks
(Callonetta leucophrys). From the visitor
area, all birds can optimally be observed,
without any bars. It is very interesting, for
instance, to watch the agile toucans fly
above the water, or the Crimson-bellied
Conures who sit on a palm-tree and clean
each other’s plumage.

Each year, the Loro Parque Founda-
tion breeds up to 1,500 young parrots of
an extraordinary large diversity of species.
Therefore, the foundation disposes of a
unique genetic reserve of different species
of parrots.

Since the ban on imports of parrots
captured in the wilderness, the gene pool
constituted by some 4,000 parrots of
350 different species guided by the Loro
Parque Foundation is becoming more
and more important for the preservation
of species which are kept by humans. For
this reason, the Loro Parque Foundation
is looking for cooperation partners in all
countries, in order to directly pass on
bred parrots to responsible breeders, who
can also continue to breed on their own
on a long term.

Without
acquired by the sale of birds are directly

exception, all revenues
transferred to the foundation and there-
fore benefit the different preservation
projects for threatened parrot species in

the whole world (for more information,
see www.loroparque-fundacion.org).
Likewise, alone this year, for instance,
the Loro Parque Foundation is able to
support worldwide preservation projects
with 850.000€. Therefore, it offers espe-
cially now a primary opportunity for

responsible parrot breeders to buy parrots

from the Loro Parque Foundation and
with that directly help threatened parrots
in the open land.

For more information, please contact

papageien@loroparque-fundacion.org

~ Dr. Matthias Reinschmidt, Curator,
Loro Parque Fundacion, Tenerife
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THE BEST WAY TO ENSURE TOTAL
NUTRITION FOR ALL CAGE BIRDS.

Available sizes:

#82102 - 20g, #82105 - 70g,
482106 - 0.88 Ib, #82110 - 4.4 Ibs

HARI'S WEB SITE: http://www.hagen.com/hari/

CONCENTRATED FULL
SPECTRUM VITAMIN,
MINERAL AND
LIMITING AMINO

' ACID SUPPLEMENT

e Ultra fine highly palatable powder does not cake over time
¢ Penetrates soft foods for accurate dosage administration
e Contains 14 vitamins and 9 minerals missing in most

e Extra vitamin C and E for increased breed-

e Calcium gluconate carrier adds required
calcium which is deficient in most other

e Exotic fruit flavoring without added sugar
which can promote pathogenic organisms

e Lysine and Methionine amino acids improve diet protein quality

¢ Unique combination of enzymes and acidifiers to improve digestion

e Micro-encapsulated Beneficial Bacteria (Probiotics) keep birds in top

Years of formulating and field testing have resulted in the most advanced
avian supplement. Prime has excelled above all other supplements in
providing all species of companion birds with their required nutrients.
Prime, however, is not a dumping ground for every nutrient known to
man - ingredients were selected strictly on the basis of need. This results in
higher levels of those nutrients truly needed by birds. For most

accurate dosage administration, we recommend Prime be sprinkled

over your bird's favorite fruits and vegetables.

MAKES A GREAT ADDITIVE TO EGG AND NESTING FOODS.

“_\_OF
&

HARI

HAGEN AVICULTURAL
RESEARCH INSTITUTE

=

an‘:

PRAVE

CONCENTRATED
VITAMIN, MINERAL,
AMINO ACID SUPPLEMENT

®

www.hagen.com

AFA Watchbird 51

|__FF 12/15/09




