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Aviculture—Branching Out!
August 5–8, 2009

Earn Veterinarian and Veterinarian Technician 
Continuing Education Units (CEUs) with the AFA

When Horace Greeley coined 
that phrase, West was the only 
direction anyone, young or old 
could go. While there are those 
of us who will indeed go West to 
get to the 2009 AFA Convention, 
others will have to travel East, 
North and even South. Whatever 
the direction, we will all be flock-
ing to Houston, Texas. WOW!

Houston is a place where your 
other car is a truck. Where men 
are gentlemen and treat their 
womenfolk like ladies. Where 

you can find food representative 
of any cuisine from anywhere. 
Where fun abounds whether it 
is structured or a good ole Texas 
hoedown. 

Most importantly, come 
August 5–8, Houston is where 
the bird people will be flock-
ing. People will be coming from 
far and wide to hear renowned 
speakers on the topic of birds. 
They will reunite with people of 
the same interest, people who 
have become once-a-year friends. 

Attend the 35th annual AFA Convention 
in Houston, TX, and earn 20 CEUs.

The American Federation of Aviculture, Inc. is an approved
provider (#442) of AAVSB RACE CEUs.
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Qty Description Amount TOTAL

Special registration for House of Delegates Includes Banquet:   Vegetarian 
 Non vegetarian

Full registration (AFA Member) Includes Banquet:   Vegetarian 
 Non vegetarian

Full registration (Nonmember) Includes Banquet:   Vegetarian 
 Non vegetarian

Daily registration:  Thursday  Friday  Saturday

Wednesday off -site zoo trip

Extra banquet ticket  (enter quantity)  Vegetarian  Non vegetarian

Conventions proceedings CD

T-shirt Enter quantity:  M  L  XL  XXL

Polo shirt Enter quantity:  M  L  XL  XXL

AFA Membership Membership level: 

Include check payable to AFA or provide credit card information below. TOTAL: $ 

Name as it appears on card: 

Credit card #:  MC  Visa  AmEx (circle one) V-code: 

Expiration date:  Signature: 

Registration
House of Delegates registration includes lectures, exhibits, specialty meetings, and a banquet ticket. One copy of Convention Proceedings 
is included if HOD meeting is attended. Full registration includes lectures, exhibits, specialty meetings, and a banquet ticket. Daily registra-
tion includes lectures, exhibits, and specialty meetings for a specifi c day only.

Refunds
Full refund if postmarked on or before June 19, 2009. 50 percent refund if postmarked on or before July 3, 2009. All refund requests must be in 
writing and mailed or e-mailed to the address below. Early Bird registration MUST be postmarked by June 19, 2009.

Hotel information
The Convention will be held at the Hilton Houston North. Hotel accommodations are NOT included in registration fees. Call (281) 875.2222 for 
reservations. Mention AFA when making reservations to secure convention rates of $109.00 per night for single/double occupancy.

All minors attending the Convention must be accompanied at all times by a 
registered adult participant. AFA is not responsible for minors who attend the 

Convention without proper adult supervision.

Early Bird Rates Normal Rates
AFA 

Member
Non-

member
AFA 

Member
Non-

member
Special registration fee for House of Delegates $180.00 $200.00
Full registration $205.00 $235.00 $245.00 $275.00
Daily registration (per day) $75.00 $100.00
Wednesday off -site zoo trip to the Houston Zoo $45.00
Extra banquet ticket (each), indicate (V)egetarian or (N)on vegetarian $50.00

Convention Proceedings CD Pre-Convention: $10 / At Convention: $12
T-shirts / Polo shirts, sizes M–XXL, to be picked up at the Convention: T-shirts: $25 / Polo shirts: $35

If you are not yet a member, join now for full privileges! Individual: $40 Family: $45 Supporting: $75 Commercial: $125

SEND COMPLETED FORM & PAYMENT TO: AFA • P.O. Box 159 • Rossville, TN 38066
e-mail: conventioncentral@idealbirds.com Phone: 901.853.6079 / Fax: 901.853.8452

AFA 35th Annual Convention
August 5–8, 2009

Hilton Houston North • 12400 Greenspoint Drive • Houston, TX 77060 • 281.875.2222
Duplicate this form as necessary. Use only one form per person.

Date:  Member #: E-mail: 

Name: Phone: (   )  Fax: (   ) 

Address: City:  State:  ZIP: 

Club Delegate or name of AFA offi  ce held:  Check here if you have special needs: 

7AFA Watchbird
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Support the AFA and win one of these great prizes!
Drawing donations: $2 per ticket, $20 for 12 tickets. Deadline: Mail-in tickets must be 
received by the AFA by July 18, 2009, to be entered in the drawing. Onsite purchases and hand-
carried tickets may be deposited at the Convention any time up to moment of drawing. AFA is 
a 501(c)3 educational organization. For additional tickets, contact: AFA, P.O. Box 91717 •
Austin, TX 78709 • Tel: (512) 585-9800 • Fax: (512) 858-7029 • afaoffi  ce@earthlink.net or 
visit us online at www.afabirds.org. Additional tickets may also be printed from the Web site.

Amazon 
Framed Print
donated By 
Gamini Ratnavira
Beautiful, framed 
20" x 30" fi ne art print 
of Blue-cheeked Amazon.

Belize Retreat 
donated by Carolyn and John Carr

Th ree days in beautiful 
Belize:
•  Day 1–Arrival Transfer to 

Banana Bank (River Boat 
or River Tubing)

•  Day 2–Xunantunich/ 
Jungle Horseback Adven-
ture, Jungle Night Walk 

•  Day 3–Departure Trans-
fer (optional stop at Belize 
Zoo or Old Belize—entry 
fee not included)

Winners are responsible for transportation 
and day trips. Includes lodging for two peo-
ple. Go to www.bananabank.com for a com-
plete description of the lodge.

$
$1,000 Cash Card
donated by Dr. Christopher 
Chinnici and Charlie the 
African Grey

San Francisco Getaway
donated by Mary Ellen LePage

Th ree nights in a spacious room at the 
4-star Club Donatello, in the heart of 
San Francisco’s Union Square. You will be 
within walking distance to fi ne dining, shop-
ping at Union Square, the Best of Broadway, 
Chinatown, and a cable car to take you to 
Fisherman’s Wharf and Pier 39. $750 value. 
Nights may be taken singly or together, 
before Aug. 1, 2010. www.clubdonatello.org/ 

Parrot Bed 
Quilt
donated by 
Ardith Raine & 
Pat Chinnici
Th is one-of-a-
kind full/queen 

88" x 90" quilt features Macaws, Cockatoos, 
African Greys, Finches and more! Machine 
pieced and quilted by renowned quilter 
Ardith Raine.

Opal and 
Diamond 
Ring
donated By 
Pat Chinnici
Twelve 

marquise-cut opals along with seven bril-
liant-cut diamonds mounted in a 14K gold 
cluster setting. Appraised value $ 995.

Nursery Hospital 2A 
Solid State Brooder
donated by Joe Freed—jfreed@petiatric.com

By far our most popular model, improved 
with state of the art temperature control is 
an unbeatable combination. All the conve-
nient features of our most popular Nurs-
ery Hospital Brooder model plus the more 
sophisticated, accurate and user-friendly tem-
perature control of solid state. Th is control-
ler has a large easy to read dial, custom set to 
meet your temperature range requirements in 
1-degree increments from 70 to 105 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

Th e Nursery Hospital Brooder 2A and 
2B are identical except for size, by adding the 
solid state controller your combining the best 
of convenient features with higher tech tem-
perature control. Shipping included.

Small Bow Front 
Cage
donated by Super Pet
EZ Care Bow Front 
Cage Size out side 
25" x 25" x 70-1/4." 
Shipping is NOT 
included. Cage will be 
shipped to the hotel; 
winner must get the 

cage shipped home from the hotel. 
EZ Care's phone number is (847) 956-1130. 
Fax is (847) 956-8513

Drawing is subject to any rules and regulations 
that may apply from state to state. Winners are 
responsible for payment of federal income tax on 
prizes won. Winners are responsible for payment 
of shipping charges related to claiming their prize 
unless otherwise stated. Th e American Federation 
of Aviculture reserves the right to add or remove any 
prize from this list. AFA assumes no responsibility 
for any statement about prizes by anyone other than 
the drawing chairman.

Super 8 Raffle Prizes
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1. The Downtown Aquarium—A six-acre dining and enter-
tainment complex with a 500,000-gallon aquarium, and a 
rainforest complete with exotic birds.

2. Kemah Boardwalk—The fun never stops with great restau-
rants and the Boardwalk Bullet roller coaster.

3. Moody Gardens—The rainforest pyramid, the Imax the-
ater and the penguin encounter, Moody Gardens is packed 
with fun learning experiences.

4. Jesse Jones Nature Park and Arboretum—300 acres of nat-
ural parkland with a variety of micro habitats.

5. Smith Point—A popular place for birders year round.
6. Bolivar Flats Bird Sanctuary—Maintained by the Houston 

Audubon Society, popular with birders year round.
7. San Jacinto Battleground and State Park—The historic site 

of the battle that won Texas independence from Mexico.
8. Houston Zoo—This large bird collection boasts 800 birds 

from 250 species. 
9. Houston Museum District—One of the top cultural dis-

tricts in the country, with 18 institutions comprising the 
museum district. Eleven of these are free all the time.

10. Space Center Houston—Intelligent fun describes the ex-
perience at the Space Center. See a space shuttle, touch a 
moon rock, learn about the space program.

11. Golfi ng—There are 50 golf courses in the Houston area, 
one will fi t you to a tee.

12. Downtown Tunnels—Escape the summer heat in the 
world’s largest indoor pedestrian tunnel system featuring 
seven miles of shopping and dining possibilities.

13. Buff alo Bayou—Canoe or kayak down historic Buff alo 
Bayou.

14. Sam Houston Race Park (horse racing).
15. Gulf Greyhound Park (greyhound racing).
16. Shop at the Galleria—The Galleria is the largest mall in 

Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States, with 
more than 375 stores.

17. The George Ranch Historical Park—Visit this 480-acre liv-
ing history park located in a 23,000-acre working ranch.

18. Houston Arboretum and Nature Center—155-acre non-
profi t urban nature sanctuary with fi ve miles of nature 
trails.

19. Wall of Water—This 64-foot landmark is one of the most 
popular photo backgrounds in Houston.

20. National Museum of Funeral History—The history of fu-
nerals with exhibits of caskets, coffi  ns, hearses and much 
more. Educational, interesting and diff erent.

21. Burke Baker Planetarium—An out-of-this-world experi-
ence inside the Museum of Natural Science.

22. Art Car Museum—Cars are transformed into works of art 
intended to encourage awareness of art.

23. Miller Outdoor Theatre—A picnic on the grounds and a 
concert or play are a great way to spend a summer evening 
under the stars.

24. Galveston Seawall—Built after the great storm of 1900, the 
seawall has protected Galveston for more than a century.

25. The Bishops Palace Galveston—Built before the great 
storm of 1900, it is recognized as one of the best examples 
of Victorian-era architecture and Gilded age extravagance 
in America.

AFA 2009 Convention Speakers
Keynote Address: Ian Tizard, BVMS, Ph.D., ACVM
Disease, Death and Extinction: the Signifi cance of Infectious Dis-
eases in the Life of Wild and Captive Birds
Sharman Hoppes, DVM, Ph.D.—Sponsored by Texas A & M University, 
 Schubot Exotic Bird Health Center
Update on Proventricular Dilatation Disease
Allergic Alveolitis
Darrel Styles, DVM, Ph.D.
Socialization of the Parrot from Hatch Th rough Maturity
Th e Physics of Feather Color Generation in Parrots and Basic Avian Genetics of Psittacine 
Color Mutations 
Mark Sargent—Sponsored by the Pionus Breeders Association
Th e Blue-headed Pionus Parrot—An Avicultural Perspective
Matt Baird, Th e Galah in Aviculture
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos
Kashmir Csaky—Sponsored by NPPRF
Easing the Transitions in Life of Captive Birds
A Comparative Observation of Hyacinth Macaws in Captivity and in the Wild
Roger G. Sweeney, Considering Avian Social Systems in Aviculture
Behavioral Solutions in Aviculture Management
David Waugh, Ph.D.—Sponsored by Loro Parque Fundacion
Nest Boxes in the Wild: Conservation of the Cuban Parakeet
Avicultural Challenges and Successes: Highlights of the LPF Psittacine Collection
Natalie Antinoff , DVM, Diplomate ABVP (Avian)
Avian Reproduction: Breeding and Egg Development
Jason Crean, White-backed Mousebirds
Francine Andersen (co-presented with Jason Crean)—Sponsored by 
Lineolated Parakeet Society
Lineolated Parakeets
Rick Jordan—Sponsored by International Conure Association
Conures: World’s Greatest Pet Bird and Breeder Bird
Dick Schroeder—Sponsored by ASA
Th e Hornbills
Bonnie Zimmerman, Stewart Metz—Sponsored by Indonesian Parrot Project
Project Abbotti—Conserving the World’s Rarest Cockatoo
Chris Biro—Sponsored by International Conure Association
Importance of Flight and the Free Flying Lifestyle
Marshall Liger, Practicing Safe Avian Restraint and Proper Grooming
Donald Brightsmith, Ph.D.—Sponsored by Texas A & M University, Schubot 
 Exotic Bird Health Center and by NPPRF
Psittacine Nutrition Research:  Tambopata to Texas and Beyond
Ecology and Conservation of the Blue-headed Pionus Parrot
Caroline Efstathion, Structure and Function of the Avian Respiratory System
Tony Pittman, Th e Slender-billed Conure in the Wild and in the Aviary
Robert R. Gabel
Chief, Division of Management Authority, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Update on Federal Wildlife Regulations of Interest to Aviculturists 
Juan Cornejo—Sponsored by Texas A & M University, Schubot 
 Exotic Bird Health Center
Captive Breeding and Husbandry of the Horned Guan 
Michael Dalton, Passive Speech Research, Language and the Animal Mind
Ron Mazzoni, A Practical Guide to Feeding Soft bills
Bill Van Patten, On Walkabout With Mike Fidler—the Gouldian Finch
Robin Shewokis—Sponsored by Th e Bird Endowment
Do Breeder Birds Benefi t from Enrichment?
Jean Dubach, Ph.D.—Sponsored by Th e Avicultural Society of Chicagoland 
Who’s My Daddy?  How Genetic Analysis Can Answer Basic Questions
Cheryl Burns—Sponsored by International Conure Association
Bird Folk Basics—Websites
Adrianne Mock, 
Branching Out—Birds in the Classroom, at the Fair and at the Park
Greg E. Poulain, Adoption Protocol for the Rehoming of Companion Birds
Laurie Baker, No Bad Birds:  Birds Instincts vs. Human Interpretation

25 THINGS
TO DO IN HOUSTON
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