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In memory of

‘Wayne E. Smyth

Jan.12,1942-Nov.25,2012 | Goodbye, our dear friend. You made the world a more colorful place.

In memory of

Robert Dean Queen

July 25, 1945—Sept. 22, 2012

Robert “Bob” Queen, 67, died on Saturday morning,
Sept. 22, at Vista Hospice Center in San Antonio, Texas
after a brief battle with brain cancer.

Bob was born to Emily and James Queen in Mon-
terey Park, Calif., in 1945. He lived most of his life in
Riverside, Calif., where he retired from the Riverside
City Fire Department after 35 years of dedicated ser-
vice, receiving both the California State Firemen’s Valor
Award for Heroic Acts as well as a proclamation from
the City of Riverside for Excellence and Dedication.

He was residing in Blanco, Texas, where he fulfilled
his love of animals as co-owner of the highly respected
Queen’s Pride Aviaries.

He is survived by his wife of 44 years, Virginia
“Ginny” Queen, of Blanco; his son, Robert Queen Jr.,
of Springfield, Va.; two grandchildren, Alec and Alli-
son Queen, also of Springfield; and one brother, James
Queen of Rosemont, Calif.

At his request, no memorial service was held, but the
imprint he left in the hearts and minds of those he left
behind will be remembered.
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THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE, INC.
PROUDLY PRESENTS

FUNDAMENTALS OF AVICULTURE: LEVEL I
F FUNDAMENTALS OF AVICULTURE is written for pet bird owners, bird
| e Emrwah # ey
_ levelll breeders, veterinarians and their staffs, zoo employees, bird-related

commercial establishments and everyone associated with birds.
Special introductory rate—online NOW at www.FundamentalsofAviculture.com

This intermediate-level, online By Rick Jordan
course provides a foundation CONTRIBUTING AUTHORS
for the emerging science of Robin Shewokis
aviculture. It is presented in Matt Schmit

Donald Brightsmith,Ph.D.
Juan Cornejo

Lyrae Perry

Benny J. Gallaway, Ph.D.
James C.Hawley Jr

Jason Crean

15 chapters, including courtship,
conservation, avian genetics, color
mutations, nesting, incubation, basic
microbiology, hand-rearing, disease,
emergency care, enrichment, and

Edited by: Jeannine Meisle
Website design by: Linda Seger

PHOTO CONTRIBUTIONS
Sam Backos, DVM; Matthew Baird;
Roger Bringas; Ashley Brockett; Richard Cusick;

i e . Kashmir Czaky; Mona Dennis; Matt Edmonds;
« The American Association of Veterinary Concetta Ferragamo; Adrian Gallager

State Boards RACE committee has BVSc (Hons), MACVSc (Avian Health):
reviewed and approved the FOA Il Course,  Shane Hancock; Barbara Heidenreich;
for 15 continuing education units for Angela Cancilla Herschel; Grace Innemee;
veterinarians and veterinary technicians. Cynthia Johnson; Henry Kiser; Kilma Manso;
Apply at enrollment, program no. 442-8492. Armando Mejia; Mark Moore; Elise Negrin;
- Receive a certificate acknowledging your Peter Odekerken; Dean Pasko; Pat Penner;
rank as an AFA-certified Aviculturist, Level Il. Raz Rasmussen; Nancy Richards;

Matt Schmit; Kevin Sharp; Robin Shewokis;

Harold Seger; Linda Seger; Jose Selme;
Jason Shane; Marie and Mark Stafford;
Rebecca Stockslager; Scott Stringer;
Carmen Stuart; Esther Verkaaik;

Martin Vince; Catherine Vine;
and Howard Voren

much more!

«+ Students can interrupt the course as
often as needed.
- No books, no travel time, no dress code.
+ Email support available.

Development of Fundamentals of Aviculture

was made possible by a grant from Pet Care

Trust, and by funding and other support from
the Schubot Exotic Bird Health Center and
the College of Veterinary Medicine at Texas
A&M University.

P.O. Box 91717, Austin, TX 78709
Tel.: (512) 585-9800 | Fax: (512) 858-7029

www.afabirds.org | afaoffice@afabirds.org
AFA, Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit educational organization.

A view of the aviary area housing mainly small Poicephalus. Two cages out of 20 remained upright.

It Was A Dark And Stormy Night...

Story and photographs by Scott Lewis, Old World Aviaries

At about 3 a.m. Jan. 25, 2012 Linda and I awoke to intense
thunder and lightning and the sound of a freight train appar-
ently traversing our backyard. We hurried to the sun porch
and saw a wall of green along with the remains of a patio cover.
Obviously, a major branch from our 50-foot Live Oak had bro-
ken and fallen onto the patio. It was impossible to see anything
else or exit from the backdoor, so we went to our guest bed-
room, which has a window facing the backyard. Just outside
the window, a miserable looking Timneh Grey was perched on
the air conditioning unit framed by more green wall. I found
a net, crawled out the window, and retrieved the Timneh. At
that point, there wasn’t much more we could do except wait for
daylight.

Morning brought news that the damage was more severe
than we had anticipated. About 15 feet of the 50-foot oak
remained standing. Cages were everywhere at every angle, some
crushed by the huge branches that fell from the tree. The patio
cover was toast; grills, patio furniture and such were damaged
beyond repair; sections of privacy fence were down; and the koi
pond appeared to have absconded into the night.

The first order of business was inspecting all the cages, or at
least what was left of them, for injured birds and performing
stop-gap repairs on any cages that had openings through which

birds might escape. To our surprise, we found no injured birds.
In fact, most of the birds appeared to be taking things in stride,
calmly perching wherever perches remained or clinging to the
sides of cages. However, one Timneh was later found dead in a
cage that was crushed beyond recognition.

Later that day, we determined that 10 birds were missing,
of which we eventually recovered 6. That’s 10 out of about 150,
many fewer than we had first feared. I give primary credit to
reinforcing hog rings. Our cages are assembled with standard,
14-gauge, stainless hog rings. However, they have much heavier
hog rings about every 1.5 to 2 feet and at each corner. I believe
that without the heavier rings, many of the cage seams simply
would have unzipped under the stress. I also give credit to well-
constructed, heavy, metal nestboxes with secure closures that
were bolted to the cages instead of simply hanging from them.
Not a single nestbox was torn from a cage. In fact, not a single
nestbox door was even open. Final credit goes to 12.5-gauge,
1/2-inch x 3-inch mesh wire instead of lighter wire.

The weak points in the cages were their 1-inch square, tubu-
lar steel legs. Many were bent beyond repair. However, damage
to the bodies of the cages might have been worse with stronger
legs. The cages would have been blown about regardless, and,
instead of collapsing, stronger legs would have put more torque
on the cage bodies. So, the relatively weak legs may have been a
blessing in disguise.
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