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The Great American Bird show was founded in 
1986 by Bill Parlee, of the National Finch Soci-
ety, Dr. Randy Brue and Howard Miller of Kaytee 

Products™ and Dr. Al Decoteau of the Society of Par-
rot Breeders and Exhibitors. Today, the Great Ameri-
can Bird Show is one of the largest national bird shows 
in the country with 
hundreds of ex-
hibitors competing 
with thousands of 
birds. The Great 
American Bird 
show is also the 
only national show 
that gives cash 
prizes in addition 
to the standard 
awards.

The American 
Federation of 
Aviculture has 
been working to 
conserve birds 
and promote the 
a d v a n c e m e n t 
of aviculture. In 
keeping with both 
of those princi-
ples, AFA gives an 
award to the Best 
Bird in Show at 
the Great Ameri-
can Bird Show that 
has been Bred and 
Banded by an ex-
hibitor who is also 
an AFA member.

In 2004, the Great American Bird Show was held in 
beautiful Tucson, Arizona on October 2, 2004. There 
were six Divisions including those for the National and 
American Cockatiel Societies, National Finch & Softbill 
Society, Society of Parrot Breeders and Exhibitors, two 
African Love Bird Society Divisions and an American 

Budgerigar Divi-
sion. 

This year’s AFA 
winner for the 
Best Bird in Show 
Bred and Banded 
by an AFA Mem-
ber was Kari Mor-
ton of Colorado. 
Ms. Morton took 
First Place in the 
Parrot Division 
with a fabulous 
blue Lineolated 
Parakeet. This 
bird also won the 
Second Best Bird 
in Show Award. 
Congratulations 
Kari, on a job 
very well done 
and thank you for 
supporting show-
ing and the Amer-
ican Federation 
of Aviculture. n

AFA Member Shines at the 
Great American Bird Show
By Sandee L. Molenda, C.A.S

A lovely Cobalt Lineolated Parakeet bred and 
banded by AFA member Kari Morton.


