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A rainbou lorikeet visits Tony Bucci at Currumbin Bird SanctuarJ.

Galahs cruise over a localfarm.

Bus stop for picnic lunch in a small town park.

AFAMembers
Visit

AU A
by Tony Bucci

San Pedro, California

Au tralia i a big country, and there
are f w plac on Earth with as much

ariety a Au tralia ha to off r. For
xample, if ou could superimpose
u tralia ov r orth America geo

graphicall it ould co er all of the
territory a far north as th 'tate of
Oregon and outh to Panama in entral
America.

With so much geographical and eco
logical diversity, more than 700
different species of birds occur naturally
in Au tralia. nfortunately the duration
of our tour did not p rmit us to ee all of
them. My main obj cti e was to ee and
'tud Gouldian in their natural habitat.
()ur tour co ered onl the portions of

u 'tralia where they could be found
hich included the northea 'tern coa t

of Queensland, and orthern Territory.
La t year in the month ofJuly I mad

all of my preliminary arrangements:
pas port, visa airline ticket, land tour
etc. One last thing I thought should be
to phone my friend Joe Krader to ask
him if he kn w of an a iculturi t in

u tralia that I could isit. When Joe
heard I a going to u tralia he ga e
m hell for not t lling him. 0 I told him
there a till plent of tim for him to
d id to go (I wa hoping h ould!).

Without he itation Joe 11 d to his
wit "Gloria! Can I go to Australia with
Tony?" I could faintly hear Gloria
yelling back "Ye ! When can I pack
your uitcase?' That wa all the
planning we did and e left on August
1 th flying from Lo Angeles to dney,

u 'tralia. A soon a we got off the
plane we immediatel boarded another
plane that took u to Bri bane.

There a fri nd of Joe' ho li e in
Bri bane, Mr. MeAf e, ga us a warm
welcome at hi home then proceeded
to give us a tour of Brisban and south
of the city to the Gold Coast, where we
vi ited the Currumbin Bird Sanctuary.
Thou 'ands of rainbow lorikeet came as
we fed them weetened oaked bread.
Thi wa our fir t ncounter with the
bird and what a ight. At exact! 3:30
PM th Y all cam and ate from our
hand . What a pleasure to ee the e
super-colorful and igorou birds at
'uch a cio e rang !

We pent the night in Brisbane, and
the next morning we boarded our tour
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bu . The coach captain (bu dri er)
greeted u and introduced u to the
other pa 'cnger made up mo tl of
native u tralian a couple from
Germany and a young lad from
Canada. Th bu a half empty giving
Joe and I ev ral eat each. Mo t other
pa 'sengers were couples who sat next
to each other. Immediately e made
fri nd ith th m e pecially with the

u tralian ho ere er) friendly and
eager to r lat to t 0 crazy bird nut '
from m ri a.

The Au 'tralian ' ere mo tl farmer
from the \ve t coa t vacationing and
vi 'i ting the ea t coa t. The ere
amaz d at our 10 e and int re t in bird

Ant hills are often used
as resting sites by lJarious
species ofbirds including
several psephota species.

Brombies
at dawn
on the beach
ofFraser Island.

Red-tailed black cockatoos in the uJild.
This magnificent bird is extremely rare in aviculture.

The elusive Lady Gouldian finch - normal
purple breasted} and a black-headed) white

breasted mutation. These birds were bred in the
author's aviaries. He plans a return trlp to

Australia to see Gouldians in the wild!

At day
break a
flock of

crin1son
winged
parrots

landed in a
deserted
street of

Karumba.
This

crimson
winged

parrot is in
the author's

collection.
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which they considered pests_ They told
us stories of thousands of Galas
(Eo!ophus roseicapillus) eating their
crops, and unfortunately, in desper
ation, shooting some in order to scare
them away.

We left Brisbane in the morning and
travelled north on the coast bound for
Maryborough, enjoying the scenery
from our comfortable, air-conditioned
bus. At noon we stopped in a small
town, the name of which I don't recall,
where we found a beautiful park and ate
our picnic lunch. The bus was equipped
with a portable kitchen, where our
"tour hostess" doubled as a cook and
prepared our lunches daily while on the
road. That evening we reached
Maryborough, and nearby on the coast
we boarded a ferry to Fraser Island.

We arrived at the island in the evening
and drove in a small four-wheel-drive
bus, slipping and sliding through the
rainforest on a sandy road to the motel
on the other side of the island. The ride,
which lasted approximately one hour,
seemed to last all night. The darkness of
the night, made even more dark by the
thick rain-forest canopy, offered an
exciting ride which Disneyland could
never duplicate.

Fraser Island is the world's largest
sand island. The superb beaches,
towering sand dunes, and clean, clear
lakes and streams make it a paradise for
nature-lovers. The interior of the island
is carpeted with a lush rain-forest.

The next morning I got up before
daybreak, went to the beach, and
waited for the sunrise. Several sand
pipers (Calidris acuminata) were
already walking the beach, reminding
me of the saying, "The early bird gets
the worm;" and they certainly did. The
air was brisk and invigorating; no one
was there except me and the sandpipers.
Thev walked around me with no
con~ern of my presence. As the day
began to break several horses came to
the beach. Later I learned they were
wild horses; the Australians call them
"Brombies:' The sun never came up,
and it suddenly began to rain. I then
realized we were experiencing tropical
weather. Geographically, we were now
located approximately on the latitude
eqUivalent to where Cuba is in the
northern hemisphere. The rain did not
last very long but it did chase me back
to the motel. It was time for breakfast
anyway.

After breakfast Joe and I went bush
walking hoping to see some birds. Joe
kept teasing me by pretending to see a
Gouldian. I knew better, for this was not
Gouldian territory. We did see many
rainbow lorikeets, sulphur-crested
cockatoos, and other species of birds
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unknown to us.
The next morning we left the island

and proceeded northward along the
Bruce Highway. We drove mostly
through acres and acres of sugar cane
plantations. I was not aware that the
world needs so much sugar' In the next
four days we visited two more Barrier
Reef islands, where we had plenty of
time for sun bathing and swimming.
These islands abound with bird life, and
Joe and I had field days of picture taking
and bird watching.

I must mention that if you like
seafood, Australia has one of the most
delicious fish, called "Barramundi:'
which I never refused when the menu
gave me the choice. Also, Australian
wines are just as good as our California
wines or better.

As we proceeded further north, the
weather became warmer and warmer,
and the landscape became more and
more tropical, comparable to that of
Central America. The month of August
in Austf'dlia marks the end of winter and
is the best time to be in northern Aus
tralia. The rainy season will start there
some time in October, and this is the
time, I was told, when you should visit
southern Australia. At any rate, we were
now in the right place at the right time
in Cairns.

Cairns is the capital of the far north
and probably the best known city in
Queensland. For the next three days we
stayed in a very nice hotel which gave us
an opportunity to recuperate and
prepare for our next tour. In the
meantime, we took side trips in the
surroundings of Cairns.

Offshore from Cairns we visited
Green Island. The island is actually part
of the Great Coral Barrier Reef. While
having lunch there under the palm
trees, many small finches came to beg
for food. They were very tame and
came close enough to be almost
touched by our hands while feeding
them bread crumbs. These finches are
very small and have a very prominent
white circle around their eyes, giving
them the appearance of having big eyes.
A quick look at our field guide gave us
the name of these finches as gray
breasted silvereye (Zosterops lateralis).

We toured the underwater coral
gardens by glass-bottom boat, then it
was back to Cairns, where our present
tour was to end and the second to start.
The next day we left Cairns and
travelled through the Atherton Table
lands, across the base of the Cape York
Peninsula. In this area, according to
information I read in the book, "Breed
ing Australian Finches;' by G. W. lies,
the Gouldian finch is present during the
dry season, but does not breed. I made

I
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'ure eery morning to ri e early and
in e tigate the area before we depart d.
But there were no Gouldian in ight. I
did ee flock of zebra and owl finche
however. e continued our tra el we t
bound ia the "outback" on Highway 1
through Georgeto n Croydon

ormanton and finall reached
Karumba. Karumba i locat d on the
coa t of the Gulf of Carpentaria and i

u tralia' prawn (large hrimp) fi hing
capital. Karumba i Au tralia' equi 
alent to the outpo t town' of the
Amazon and de pite it modern amen
itie till ha that' far awa) frontier
feeling.

After pending a ery restful night I
got up very early. This wa al a
Gouldian territory and there a hop
of eing them. When I left the lodge it
wa till dark but a I walked through
the town the day b gan to break. ud
denl), a flock of large bird that
app ared to b pigeon landed in the
'treet. My first thought a, "Pig on ! I
can ee th m back home eery da ~ A I
approach d th bird th flew a ay
and then I r alized the ere not
pigeon but crim on-winged parrot
(Aprosmictu erythropterus). They
land din nearb 1 tr , and I a abl to
photograph som . I hoped to ee
Gouldians but had no luck.

Aviculture is
Conservation
too...
Name: Bali Mynah (starling),
Leucopsar rothschildi

Range: Northeastern forest of
the island of Bali, Indonesia

Status in the Wild: Fewer
than 200 birds

Status in Captivity:
492 specimens in 66
institutions and 8 private
collections

Conservation Action:
40 specimens from North
American population are to
be sent to the Surabaya Zoo,
Indonesia as part of a captive
breeding/release program.

Support the AFA
Conservation Fund
Send your tax deductible
contributions to:
AFA Conservation Fund
American Federation
of Aviculture
P.O. Box 1568,
Redondo Beach,
California 90278 U.S.A.
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We left the arne morning and rode all
day through the outback. The route

ent through ormanton Burketown
and Cloncurry. Thi is th area where
the Cloncurry parrot (Barnardious
barnardi macgillivrayi) lives. Joe wa

ry intere ted in eing this bird but
unfortunat 1 e didn't e an! fter
luany mile of de ert-like cenery, low
bu h, and many ant hill we reached

ount I a. The town i a comparati e
oa i in th ilderne. ft r a good
night of re t e embark d on another
da J of trav I through the de ert. In the
morning w cros d the border from
Queen land into orthern ~ rritor
and b evening we reached Tennant
Cr ek. The orthern Territory is the
1 a t populated and the mo t barren
ar a of u tralia. I enjoyed the vast
enlpty space a w lcome ite after
lea\ ing cro ded Lo ngele. u tralia
total population i about 15 million' Lo

ngele and its uburb ha e about th
same!

M) early morning alk through the
back 'treet of Tennant Cre k pro ided

eral ighting of zebra finche. 0

Gouldian finche yet. After a good
breakfa t at the mot 1(b the wa Au
tralian kno ho to rve a good
breakfa t; we alway had a choice of
bacon and eggs, cooked cereals dry

cereals, orange juice coffee or tea), w
I ft and headed northward through
Eliot and Larrimah to Kath rine. Thi
'tretch of tra el took u through mile
and mile of low bu hand gra land.
Some hort tretches of highway were
not paved et.

We ob r ed flock of different
cockatoo . A we approached Katherine
and the land cape became more
fore t d we ere privileged to ee
luany red-tailed black cockatoo (Calyp
torhynchus magnificus}. I wa able to
approach them fairly clo e and take
everal pictur . Thi P ctacular bird is

an impre si sight. I ha e no words to
e pres the joy I f It observing the
birds in their natural habitat. This i also
Gouldian territor but till none were
to b found.

In the late afternoon we arrived in
Katherine in time to watch a flock of
ulphur-cre ted cockatoo Cacatua

galerita) feeding in the trees right in
front of our motel. Joe was always
quick and ready to give me the mone
tar value of what we were ob erving
which was always in the hundred of
thousands of dollars. In the same place
we watched flock of chestnut
breasted finche but no Gouldians yet.

From Katherine we dro e north to
Darwin where our tour ended. With
only one day before we wer to fly back
to dn r nted a car in Darwin
and in e tigat d the nearby area in
hopes of finding the Gouldian . We
de peratel drove around in the out
skirt of Darwin but to our disap
pointment, w n ver aw one Gouldian
finch. We fl w back to ydney, and the
next da we boarded our plane back to
Lo' ng Ie .

Both Joe and I enjoyed this trip
tremendou ly but it left me with a
fe ling of unfini h d bu in . I mu t
return to Au tralia to e Gouldian ! I
am planning a group tour this year in
Jul) -August. It would be nic to hare
the trip ith a bunch of "bird people
and th larger the group the Ie
expen iv it would be. The approximate
co t of a IS-day land tour ould b

1500. Th main portion of the tour
would b orth rn Territor , Darwin
and Kakadu ational Park. If any of you
are int re ted in thi unforgettable
ad nture and i h to experience
nature at it be t pI ase write to:

San Pedro Tra el
attn. Tony Bucci
2 38 . We tern A enue
an Pedro, Ca. 90732

(213) 833-5265
We will end ou a detail d itinerar ,

the co t and information of what
to do.


