AVY AWARD
CATEGORIES
& RULES

by Linda S. Rubin, Chair
AFA Awards Committee
LSR@CockatielsPlusParrots.com

regarded as the most celebrated and esteemed

awards presented in American aviculture, the
prestigious AFA AVY Awards. The categories are open
to members and in some instances, other aviculturists
or institutions, who have uniquely distinguished them-
selves in challenging and difficult areas of aviculture.

The AFA is reinstating a proud tradition long

Although it is not mandatory to award all categories
each year, nominations in all areas are encouraged.
Nominations for each award category must be sub-
mitted by December 31, 2006 to the committee chair
at LSR@CockatielsPlusParrots.com. Nominees will
be published in a future issue of the AFA Watchbird.
Awards merited for the current year will be presented
at the AFA convention the following year.

U.S. FIRST BREEDING AVY AWARDS

1. Nominations for a First Time Breeding must be
within the past five years (exceptions are permitted by
committee ruling).

2. Nominees must have bred the species for a First
Breeding within the (50) United States.

3. The person nominated does not have to be a mem-
ber of the AFA.
4. Each nominee must submit an article on the avi-

cultural details of the First Breeding, which will be
submitted to the AFA Watchbird. The editor of the AFA
Watchbird will form an article for publication if all rel-
evant facts are included.

5. Nominations may be submitted by the breeders

of the First Breeding or by any other individual or
Affiliated Club.

6. Nominees for a First Breeding must establish that

the young of the U.S. First Breeding are completely
weaned and self-sufficient before submitting the nomi-
nation. Birds that are not weaned before nomination
deadline (due to late hatching dates in that calendar
year), should be nominated the following year after
self-sufficiency has been proven.

7. Confirmation of First Breeding nominations will be
verified through the AFA Awards Committee.

8. Nominations for First Breeding Awards will be
published in the AFA Watchbird to aid in their confir-
mation.

9. Scientific names will be used from Maron, Boch &
Farrand Jr.

10. Only identifiable subspecies will be given recogni-
tion. Subspecies of an avian species that has already
been bred in the U.S. will not be awarded unless
there is sufficient documentation on both the species
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Phoenix - Greenwing Macaw
hatched February 1996.
Owner seeking his safe return since April, 2005.

Last known location Wadmalaw Island, SC and
purportedly “adopted” out of state.

If you have any information regarding a greenwing rehomed since April
2005, or about Phoenix, please contact Linda Ott by phone at
(513) 471-2025, or email at ott2@fuse.net. (Please put Phoenix as subject.)

DNA available for positive identification.

AFA WATCHBIRD = 39



previously bred, and the subspecies nominated, pro-
vided that there is little difference. The AVY Awards
Committee will make the final decision.

11. Nominations must be submitted by December 318t
of the nominating year. The award will be presented at
the AFA convention the following year, which will allow
the Awards Committee time to confirm the First Time
Breeding.

Nomination Requirements for First Breeding Awards

1. Nominees must submit a completed copy of the
Breeding History questionnaire.

2. Nominees must submit photographs of both weaned
young and of the parent birds for the purpose of docu-
mentation and species identification.

3. Nominees must submit a name, address, and phone
number, of a witness other than the breeder.

4. Confirmed nominee must submit a completed article
for publication in AFA Watchbird.

Z00 CATEGORY AVY AWARDS
Category |. Most Progress for the Establishment of
an Individual Species or Group of Related Birds.

Category 1 recognizes aviculturists who have made
the effort to successfully breed a species or related
group of birds on a consistent basis. Success must be
achieved with a minimum of two pair, or through the
second generation if it pertains to a single species.
The Awards Committee will judge whether establish-
ment is achieved. Birds with a shorter reproductive
life span (such as finches), will need greater numbers
produced than birds that have longer reproductive life
spans (such as parrots). The difficulty of each species
to reproduce offspring will be taken into consideration
by the committee.

Joyce Howland
www.thebirdlady.com

828-349-1337 - phone 828-349-1480 - fax

Breeder of the magnificent Hyacinth Macaw

Franklin, NC 28734  email: joyce@thebirdlady.com
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Category Il. Breeding a Difficult Species

Breeding a significant or highly difficult species reflects
the obvious use of sound Management techniques.
This category eliminates chance breedings and must
be well documented.

Nomination Requirement for Zoo Categories

1. Nominations for the Zoo Category awards may be
made by zoo personnel from the nominating institu-
tion.

2. Achievements must have occurred within the United
States.

3. Confirmation of a Zoo Category award nomination
will be verified through the Awards Committee.

4. Nominations must include detailed written qualifica-
tions for the institution nominated for the Zoo Category
award.

5. Nominations for a Zoo Category award must be
submitted by December 31St of the nominating year.
The award will be presented the following year at the
AFA Convention, which allows the committee time to
confirm the nomination.

GOLD AVY: HONOR AWARD

1. The Gold AVY Award is merited for individuals who
have made an outstanding contribution to aviculture.
The Gold AVY is not solely an achievement award,
although achievement may be part of the overall con-
tribution.

2. The Gold AVY Award is a once in a lifetime award
and may be given posthumously.

3. Nominations for the Gold AVY Award must be sub-

Sierra Wire and Steel * michael Garitty

aviaries - cages - welded wire - manzanita

13088 Vista Knolls « Nevada City, California 95959
(530) 292-4252 » garitty@nccn.net
www sierrawireandsteel.com




mitted by an Affiliated Club and not by an individual.

4. Nominations for the Gold AVY Award must be for an
individual and does not include research institutions,
clubs, or organizations, etc.

5. Nominees for the Gold AVY Award must be a mem-
ber of AFA, or a member of an AFA Affiliated Club.

6. Nominations must be as detailed as possible in
order to provide enough information to aid the work of
the Award Committee.

7. Nominations must be submitted by December 318t
to be awarded at the AFA convention the following
year.

SILVER AVY AWARDS
Category |. Most Progress for the Establishment of
an Individual Species or Group of Related Birds.

This category recognizes aviculturists who have made
the effort to successfully breed an individual species or
related group of birds on a consistent basis. Success
must be achieved with a minimum of two pairs of birds,
or through the second generation if involving a single
species. The Awards Committee will judge whether
establishment is achieved. Birds with shorter repro-
ductive life spans (such as finches), will need greater
numbers produced than birds that have longer repro-
ductive life spans (such as parrots). The difficulty of
each species to reproduce offspring will be taken into
consideration by the committee.

Category Il. Breeding a Significant or Highly
Difficult Species

Breeding a significant or highly difficult species reflects
the obvious use of sound management techniques.
This category eliminates chance breedings and must
be well documented.

Category Ill. Progress in Establishing New
Mutations in the United States

This category demonstrates achievement in establish-
ing a new mutation that has not yet been established
in the United States. To qualify, offspring visible for
the mutation must be bred, and demonstrate self-suf-
ficiency, through the second generation. Birds that
are not weaned before nomination deadline (due to
late hatching dates in that calendar year), should be
nominated the following year after self-sufficiency has
been proven.

Category IV. Progress in Show Standards

This category covers birds for which there are written
show standards and show classifications. An exhibitor’s
bird must have won three or more national level shows
(may include annual specialty/large regional shows),
judged by three or more certified panel judges, with a
bird bred by the exhibitor. All wins must be achieved by
a single entry wearing a closed, coded leg band with
a published show report record of the recorded win.
The Awards Committee will determine the inclusion of
annual specialty/regional shows based on the number
of entries and exhibitors.

BRONZE: AVY APPRECIATION AWARD

The AVY Appreciation Award is for individuals who
have made an outstanding contribution to an AFA affili-
ated club. This is not an award for avicultural success,
but for personal work for an affiliated club that is of an
exceptional nature.

1. Nominations for the AVY Appreciation Award must
be nominated by the affiliated club of which the nomi-
nee is a member. The nomination must be signed by
the president and all members of the board of direc-
tors, even if the nominee is a member of the affiliated
club’s board of directors.
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Where the Birds Play
281_852_2600 «»  Handfed babies and

< Previously owned parrots
< Great Selection of parrot
Barry Whittaker supplies and food

Jamie Whittaker <+ Behavior Consultations

"

8090 FM 1960 East * Humble, Texas 77346
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2. The individual nominated for an AVY Appreciation
Award must be an individual member of AFA.

3. Nominees may be either individuals or a mar-
ried couple. If a married couple is nominated, their
gualifications must be the same and for the same
reasons.

4. Only one nomination per affiliated club, per cal-
endar year, can be submitted by the deadline of
December 31St of the nominating year.

5. Up to three nominations for the AVY Appreciation
Award will be awarded each year by the AVY Award
Committee. The Awards Committee is not required to
use all three awards if there are not enough nomina-
tions, or if the committee believes there is insufficient
data received or that nominations do not merit the
award.

6. Each winning nomination will receive an AVY
Appreciation Award and each Affiliated Club to which
the winning member belongs will be rewarded with a
fifty dollar ($50.00) cash award going directly to the
Affiliated Club.

7. Confirmation of an AVY Appreciation Award will be
verified only through the AFA Awards Committee.

8. The more detailed the nomination, the easier it is
for the Awards Committee to make a correct deci-
sion.

9. An AVY Appreciation Award may only be received
once in a lifetime, unless the award is from a different
AFA Affiliated Club.

10. Nominations not receiving an award may resub-
mit the following year, as it does not necessarily
mean they were not qualified. ®

BIRDTOYOVTLET

As breeders you care about your birds!
We provide all types of

bird care resources
to help keep
birds healthy and happy!

Remind new bird owners to
Visit www.BirdToyOutlet.com
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ornamental aviaries &
exotic animal enclosures

v -
(760) 728-6838
fax: (760) 728-0469 +

innovative

inclosures
301 industrial way, # 5, fallbrook, ca 92028

www.innovativeinclosures.com
info@innovativeinclosures.com
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4 The Baby Bird Farm )
Cookie the Quaker Says: :

Visit my online store for the best in
Flight Suits, leashes, Beak Appetit,
foot toys, boings, treats and bird toys!

Put “AFA” in the Notes section, get a $10 refund
on your 1st order.* Check us out today! *$50 min.

CLIFFE@BABYBIRDFARM.COM - 815-968-4320
www.BabyBirdFarm.com

ALAN AND Li1sA McMANuUS
T.E.O. Enterprises, Denver, CO

Hand fed Parrots and
Professional Photography
720-936-4016

WWW.scottieparrots.com
conurecare@comcast.net

THE 14 KARAT PARROT

Great “Parrotphernalia™ since 1982
PO Box 440
Farmingville NY 11738
631-696-6078

www.stores.ebay.com/14karatparrot

Call or write for free brochure, visit us on
the web or see us at monthly meetings of the
LI Parrot Society

African Grey Parrot Towel 307 x 607
Sheared cotton terry $15.99 + $5.50 S&H

Foreign: Inquire for rates




