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Mark L. Morris, Jr. D.V.M.

Shawnee, Kan. — Mark L. Morris, Jr. D.V.M. Ph.D.
pioneer researcher, educator, mentor and worldwide
authority on animal nutrition, died Sunday, January
14, 2007 at his home in Topeka, Kan. at the age of 72.

After receiving a D.V.M. from Cornell University,
College of Veterinary Medicine in 1958 and a
Ph.D. in veterinary pathology and nutrition from
the University of Wisconsin in 1963, he returned
to Topeka, Kan. to enter the family business and
continue the work of his father, Mark L. Morris, Sr.,
D.V.M., who had formulated the first therapeutic diet
for dogs and cats. Dr. Morris, Jr. went on to greatly
expand this line of diets, as well as to develop the
Science Diet® line of products and the ZuPreem®
line of diets for zoo animals.
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In 1964 Gary Clarke, then the director of the Topeka
Zoo, made a phone call to Dr. Mark Morris, Jr.
at Mark Morris Associates (MMA). He wanted to
discuss developing better nutrition for animals at the
Topeka Zoo.

“In the 60’s, at the Topeka Zoo, the concept that
specific animals needed different nutrition had not
gained acceptance and we had only a very basic
idea of what different species required nutritionally.
The animals were fed mostly unsupplemented
meat and-left-over produce from grocery stores,
with very little consideration as to whether the diet
was balanced for the species being fed,” says Gary
Clarke, retired director of the Topeka Zoo.

“Little did | know, that my phone call would lead
to the ZuPreem brand of products, dedicated to
developing nutrition for zoo animals, or that Mark
Morris and | would become lifelong friends,” he said.

What followed over the next seven years was a line
of nutritionally complete diets for different species,
including carnivorous mammals and birds, ratites,
bears, passerines, reptiles and hoof stock. Clarke
credits the new ZuPreem products with greatly
helping to improve the reproduction of animals in the
Topeka Zoo's collection, resulting in the zoo winning
the Beane Award in 1970 for the first captive
reproduction of the American Golden Eagle.

“To a large extent, the ZuPreem diets were the first
of their kind and what is most remarkable is the
number of diets for a wide range of species that
were developed during a relatively short period of
time. The contribution to the body of knowledge
about zoo animal nutrition was huge and is still
relevant today,” says Clarke.

.Along with the Prescription Diet® and Science Diet®
line of products, the ZuPreem® line of products was
sold to Hill's Pet Nutrition in 1968. However, through
an innovative contractual relationship between
MMA and Hill's Pet Nutrition, Inc., MMA retained
responsibility for product development and quality
control until Dr. Morris retired in 1988.



In 1993, a company owned by David Morris, son of
Dr. Mark Morris, Jr., assumed ownership of ZuPreem,
and in addition to continuing the line of zoo diets,
began to develop nutrition for pet birds, ferrets and
other small animals. Dr. Morris remained involved
with ZuPreem as senior consulting nutritionist, as
well as a member of the ZuPreem Advisory Board
until his recent death.

Dr. Morris, Jr. served as trustee and vice president
of scientific activities for Morris Animal. Foundation
(MAF), a nonprofit foundation, which funds humane
animal health studiesto advance veterinary medicine.
MAF is a major source of funding for veterinary
science to expand the body of knowledge about
zoo animals and wildlife health, In addition to its
funded health studies at academic institutions, MAF
operated the Mountain Gorilla Veterinary Project in
Rwanda until its transfer to the Baltimore Zoological
Society. MAF is the largest, non-governmental,
nonprofit organization funding humane animal health
studies in the United States with more than 1,300
studies since its founding in 1948 by his parents.

During his lifetime, Dr. Morris published widely and
taught an entire generation of veterinarians about
animal nutrition by lecturing at U.S. and foreign
colleges of veterinary medicine, as well as speaking
at hundreds of veterinary and zoological meetings
around the world.

Dr. Morris was a founding member and on the
board of regents of American College of Veterinary
Nutrition. He was also a member of the American
Association of Veterinary Nutritionists and most
recently the Comparative Nutrition Society.

ZuPreem manufactures and distributes diets for
exotic pets and zoo animals. For more than 40
years, ZuPreem has been committed to nutrition
research and the development of proven effective
diets. ZuPreem, whose parent name is Premium
Nutritional Products, Inc. is located in Shawnee,
Kansas and distributes products worldwide.
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The equatorial regions of | m
the"Earth are the natural
habitats of parrets and
other tropical birds..In
these regions, night time
darkness averages 10-12
hours per night all
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Umversal Sized Cage Covers
‘Covers to fit mo.sﬂ.cages ¥
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Custom Cage Covers
Covers made to YOUR specifications

year-round. The same innovative design,
only YOU tell us what YOU want!

Covering your bird cage
with a

(Co222y Gove'

will provide the darkened
environment needed tp
allow the restful sleep
your pet bird needs to
stay physically healthy
and to be on it’s

“best behavior’!

Dealer Inquiries Welcome

Ani-Med
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828-349-1337 - phone

Breeder of the magnificent Hyacinth Macaw

Franklin, NC 28734  email: joyce@thebirdlady.com

Joyce Howland
www.thebirdlady.com

828-349-1480 - fax
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IS I ATLTOTS

We sell hand-fed bab:es,
Cockatiels to Macaws!

® Toys ® Food

= Cages ® Grooming

e Boarding and more!

_ Call toda
$302-354-4843
kan'dkgg;'tr%'trgglgﬁ
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The Parrotlet Ranch

Specializing in Rare Species/Subspecies/Color Mutations
Hand Raised Parrotiets

Sandee and

Robert Molenda

P.O. Box 2547

Santa Cruz, CA 95063
Phone (831) 688-5560
Fax (831) 689-9534

VISA & M/C Accepted

www.parrotletranch.com

2 LuvBirds Flock

The Cyber home of
Slock friendly folks

Join us at:
2luvbirds@yahoogroups.com

¢ LuyBird!

Proud supporters of the AFA and NPRPF

FEATHERLUST FARM
BIRD STORE
188 Main St.

Old Saybrook, CT. 06475
Tel: (860) 388-3297
Fax: (860) 388-3461

www.featherlustfarm.com
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Greater Vasa
Parrots

ALAN AND Li1sA McMANUS
T.E.O. Enterprises, Denver, CO

Hand fed Parrots and
Professional Photography
720-936-4016

www.scottieparrots.com
conurecare@comcast.net

Unique
Mechanical Bird Toys
and
Much More....

ian
mechanics
sofe tays for smort birds
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PO Box 60896 Sunnyvale CA 94088-0856
Phone 408-400-0440
www.avianmechanics.com

Stainless Steel
Specialists

BIRD TOVS

Quality Handmade Toys
For Birds

Tony & Edie Riojas
13521 Garfield
Redford, MI 48239
313.535.3831

bitemetoys@hotmail.com

. www.bitemebirdtoys.com |
e

Where the Birds Play
281_852_2600 <+ Handfed babies and

<+ Previously owned parrots
< Great Selection of parrot
supplies and food
Behavior Consultations

8090 FM 1960 East * Humble, Texas 77346

Barry Whittaker
Jamie Whittaker <

QUAKERS & LINEOLATED!!

LARGEST SELECTION of mutation colors
ANYWHERE!!!

Breeding stock only  NO PET SALES

Bob Nelson David Palmer
(541) 396-2360

PolyPerch

Add color to your birds life

George Cook Scott MacRobbie

Custom perches

281-798-6541 Al Sizes * All colors  281-798-3998

Centurion Cage Distributor

9119 Boudreaux Rd *  Tomball, Texas 77375
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Designers & Manufacturers of the finest quallty Stainless Steel
and powder-coated cages to meet every need ... every budgetI

VAwoop TREE STAN

Exotic & Rare!

From The Makers of...

il Pluck No More
EE’; fj-j{g':.é STOPS Birds From Feather Plucking!
fLv

Recommended by top Avian Vets including:

e Dr. Sam Vaughn, “l am convinced this is the
cure we’ve been looking for!”

e Dr. Greg Burkett, “Pluck No More stops feather 0
damaging behavior in most of my patients!” =

e Dr. Thomas Knight, “Past pluckers - now collar 3 VEDICAL GR ADE
free because of the amazing Pluck No More.” : STAINLESS

e All natural homeopathic remedy. FDA registered! -
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Stops Feafher Pucking
Sl h.':*..ra Foraopa P

No Stress — Calms fearful & anxiety-plagued birds ... promotes
better nesting! FDA registered!

Shhh!— Stops uncontrolled squawking without impairing your
bird’s natural singing or speaking abilities! FDA registered!
For more testimonials, visit www.kingscages.com
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+ Call us today to get the hest cages and natural remedies available!
Toll-free 866-777-7303 ¢ In NJ 732-698-9800 » Fax 732-698-9806 * www.kingscages.com
’ L 375 0ld Bridge Turnpike ¢ East Brunswick, New Jersey 08816 ¢ E-mail: kingscages@msn.com
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