
Gateway Arch

Eastern Bluebird, 
state bird of Missouri

For additional convention information, contact:
Wanda Elder, AFA Convention Coordinator

AFA • P.O. Box 159 • Rossville, TN  38066 • Tel. 901-853-6079 • Fax 901-853-8452
ConventionCentral@idealbirds.com or visiting us online at www.AFABirds.org

As the song says, “Meet me in St. Louis, Louis, Meet me at the fair, Don’t tell me the 
lights are shining any place but there.” We may not do the Hoochee Koochee and 

you may not find your tootsie wootsie but we will certainly be having fun.  The American 
Federation of Aviculture is going to light up the lights in St. Louis, Missouri with their 34th 
annual convention.

St. Louis is a city of many nicknames, among them is The Gateway City, and is steeped 
in history.  It was the first leg of the Oregon Trail when people started moving west; 
hence it was called The Gateway City.  It was named for a French King, King Louis IX 
and part of the Louisiana Purchase.  It was the site of the first U.S. World’s Fair as well 
as the Olympic games in 1904. The list goes on and on.

We are going to the zoo.  The zoo is located in Forrest Park, the site of the 1904 
World’s Fair and one of the largest urban parks in the world, out sizing Central Park 
in New York City by 500 acres.  The St. Louis Zoological Park is one of the oldest 
and largest in the country, ranking as one of the top five most visited zoos across 
America.

Another must see for tourists is the Gateway Arch, one of the world’s most 
recognizable landmarks.  For those brave souls who would like a real bird’s eye 
view of  St. Louis, there is an internal observation platform at the top of the arch.  
For a small fee you can enjoy a spectacular view and/or be scared out of your 
wits.  I did it once and being claustrophobic did not help.  It is definitely one 
of the things you may want to add to your list of things to do.  Other points 
of interest include Union Station, Grants Farm, Six Flags and for you baseball 
fans there is Busch Stadium and the St. Louis Cardinals.  Unfortunately, they 
will be playing out of town while we are there but you can still see their 
home field.  

There are so many things to see and do in St. Louis you will need at least 
an extra week to capture them all.  In light of this, arrangements have 
been made with the hotel to extend our special rate to include three 
days prior to the convention and three days after the convention.  Check 
our web site, www.AFABirds.org for updates and highlights.  First, we 
give you detailed information on the zoo but if you can’t wait, Google 
St. Louis and be prepared to sit back, relax and read. 

Convention will be held at the Renaissance St. Louis Airport Hotel.

BE SURE TO REGISTER EARLY!

MEET ME IN
ST. Louis
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There’s so much to see and do in St. Louis , we thought we’d start you out with a few 
“must-see options.”  

Things to Do
in ST. Louis

MEET ME IN
ST. Louis

25 

Of course, the number one 1.	
reason: Attend the 34th Annual 
AFA Convention! July 30 - Aug. 2.

Ride to the top of the Gateway 2.	
Arch, towering 630-feet over the 
Mississippi River.

Follow the footsteps of explorers 3.	
Lewis & Clark at various historic 
attractions.

Explore Forest Park’s 1,300 acres 4.	
of lakes, walking paths and 
attractions.

Drive Old Route 66 and visit some 5.	
of the “Mother Road’s” most 
fascinating stops.

Enjoy world-class free attractions, 6.	
including the Art Museum, Zoo, 
Science Center, Anheuser-Busch 
Brewery, Grant’s Farm, and the 
Missouri History Museum.

Marvel at the Missouri Botanical 7.	
Garden, one of the world’s top 
public gardens.

Free your inner child at the Magic 8.	
House, City Museum and other 
kid-friendly attractions.

Visit an ancient Indian civilization 9.	
at Cahokia Mounds.

Cheer for the MLB’s Cardinals, 10.	
NFL’s Rams and NHL’s Blues.

 Count the mosaics at the 11.	
breathtakingly beautiful 
Cathedral Basilica of Saint Louis .

 Flirt with Lady Luck at one of the 12.	
area’s six casinos.

Experience live blues music in one 13.	
of the dozens of area clubs and 
taverns.

Get your motor running at the 14.	
Museum of Transportation or 
Gateway International Raceway.                          

Take in the art at Laumeier 15.	
Sculpture Park, the Contemporary 
Art Museum and the Pulitzer 
Foundation for the Arts.

Re-discover your heritage at the 16.	
Old Courthouse, Black World 
History Museum and Faust 
Historic Village.

Visit the world-famous Budweiser 17.	
Clydesdales at the Anheuser-
Busch Brewery.

Satisfy your taste buds at any of 18.	
our hundreds of one-of-a-kind 
restaurants.

Fill an extra suitcase during a 19.	
shopping trip through major 
malls and antique and collectible 
stores.

Attend one of the area’s unique 20.	
fairs or festivals.

Explore the final frontier at the 21.	
Science Center’s Space Sciences 
Center or the Challenger Learning 
Center.

Get an adrenaline rush on the 22.	
world-class roller coasters and 
thrill rides at Six Flags St. Louis.

Play Scott Joplin’s ragtime tunes 23.	
at the composer’s historic home.

Talk to the animals at Purina 24.	
Farms, the Wild Canid Survival 
Center, the World Bird Sanctuary 
and the St. Louis Zoo.

Cruise the mighty Mississippi 25.	
River on the Tom Sawyer or Becky 
Thatcher paddle wheeler.

AFA Watchbird       9
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  The 
Celebration
      of Birds

Don’t miss an exceptional group of speakers at this year’s American Federation of Aviculture 
2008 Convention!  Speakers and topics are subject to change.  This partial list of speakers will 
be updated monthly on the AFA website at www.AFABirds.org. 

Ian Tizard, BVMS, Ph.D., DACVM

Texas A & M University
College of Veterinary Medicine
Status of the Schubot Exotic 
Bird Health Center and Its 
Role in Aviculture

Sharman Hoppes, DVM,
Diplomate ABVP-Avian

Texas A & M University
Update on Proventricular 
Dilatation Disease

Bennett Hennessey
(sponsored by the Bird Endowment)

Conservations Actions with 
Local Communities to Protect 
the Bolivian Red-fronted 
Macaw

Protecting a Subspecies 
before it becomes an Extinct 
Species: The Palkachupa 
Cotinga in Bolivia

Conservation Actions for the 
Wattled Curassow and the 
Peruvian Southern Horned-
Curassow

Saving the Critically 
Endangered, Bolivian 
Endemic Blue-throated 
Macaw

Ricardo Valentin
History of the Puerto 
Rican Parrot Captive 
Propogation Program 
based on Experience 
at Rio Abaja Aviary

Successful Breeding of the 
Puerto Rican Parrot at the 
Rio Abajo Aviary

Linda S. Rubin
Linebreeding Practices in 
Psittacine Husbandry

Linebreeding Small Hookbills 
for Health, Fertility and 
Longevity

Bonnie Zimmerman
Kembali Bebas Avian 
Rehabilitation Center-
Evolution of a Dream

Genny Wall, ESQ.

Introduction to the Politics 
of Animal Legislation

Jason Crean
The Beak Speaks: The Green 
Aracari in Aviculture

Nancy Speed
Inside the Nestbox of the 
Cuban Amazon

Carol Frischmann 
(sponsored by International 
Conure Association)

Preparing Companion 
Bird Owners for a Lifetime 
Commitment

Jamie Whittaker
Retailing Birds – How 
Retailers Earn Their Money

The Aviculture Puzzle

Jean Pattison
Dos and Don’ts of Breeding 
and Raising Greys and 
other African Parrots

Darrel Styles, DVM, Ph.D.

Avian Influenza

Walter Frey, Ph.D.

Flocking Birds From a 
Breeder’s Perspective

Breeding Cockatoos (Parrots) 
for the Long Term

Thomas Edling, DVM, MSpVM

Aviculture and the retail 
pet industry

Mattie Sue Athan
Retired Breeder Cockatoos 
– Where Should They Go?

AFA Watchbird       11



Belize Retreat 
donated by Carolyn and John Carr

Three days in beautiful Belize:
DAY 1 - Arrival Transfer to •	
Banana Bank (River Boat or 
River Tubing)
DAY 2 - Xunantunich / Jungle •	
Horseback Adventure, Jungle 
Night Walk 
DAY 3 - Departure Transfer •	
(optional stop at Belize Zoo 
or Old Belize - entry fee not 
included)

Winners are responsible for transportation and 
day trips. Includes lodging for 2 people. Go to 
www.bananabank.com for a more complete 
description of the lodge.

Bow Front 
EZ Care CAGE 
donated by Super Pet

This great cage has a bowed, 
acrylic plexiglass front panel 
to give you and your bird a 
crystal-clear view. The entire 
front panel swings open for 
EZ cleaning and care. The 
bowed design allows for 
more living space for your 
bird. It is powder coated 

Textured Gray. Ideal for medium birds, the liv-
ing space dimensions are 30 7/8” x 30” x 37 3/8”.  
The bar spacing is ¾”.  Outside dimensions are 
31 3/8” x 30 5/8” x 80”. (Shipping included inside 
the continential U.S.)

Tanzanite Ring 
donated by Pat Chinnici

Lady’s stunning 14K Yellow Gold Leaf mount-
ing with one .65 CT 
Marques cut Tanzanite 
and six .015 CT RBC 
Diamonds, I-J-K, S11-2, 
7.3 grams. Appraised 
at $1195.00. 

Palm Desert, Ca 
Vacation getaway 
donated by Wayne Andrews
and Michael Bonacich

Palm Desert is located in the heart of the 
Coachella Valley and is the home of El Paseo, 
the Valley’s premier shopping experience 
which rivals Rodeo Drive, and the boutiques 
of New York, London and Paris.  Many of the 
Valley’s famous dining establishments are 
located along El Paseo and at other Palm Desert 
locations.  This 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo-
minium is located in the prestigious Ironwood 
Country Club, a gated community offering 
many features.  This 4 night stay is available in 
September, October or November, 2008.  The 
winner must sign a tenant’s agreement.  No 
pets please.  Learn more by visiting the official 
website www.ironwoodcountryclub.com.   

Macaw 
Print
donated by Gamini &
Lisa Ratnavira

Beautiful,  framed 20” x 30” 
fine art print of Blue and 
Gold Macaws. 

Bed Quilt
donated by Sharon Garsee
This one-of-a-kind full/
queen   88” x 90” quilt fea-
tures Macaws, Cockatoos, 
African Greys, Finches and 
more! Machine pieced and quilted by AFA 
member Sharon Garsee.  Quilt detail shown.

Octagon 20 ADV EX 
Incubator
donated by Brinsea Products Inc.

Brinsea’s top selling Octagon 20 has been 
completely redesigned to give:

Simple and highly accurate menu driv-•	
en control with:

Temperature and humidity display»»
High and low temperature alarms»»
Choice of °C or °F»»
Fully factory calibrated»»

Tough and hygienic cabinet entirely •	
injection molded from high grade ABS
Automatic egg turning•	
Universal egg tray•	

This all new intelligent design combines 
the latest digital and materials technology 
with Brinsea’s 30 years of experience and 
is the ideal choice for exotic bird breeders. 
Retail value $499.

AICU
Brooder 
donated by
Lyon Technologies

The Animal Intensive Care Unit has been 
a favorite of veterinarians and aviculturists 
for many years.  Lyon also carries an exten-
sive and varied list of replacement parts 
and supplies for all AICU brooders.  Armed 
with many of the same features as the 
acrylic model, the new AICU is made of the 
highest quality aluminum, making it even 
more durable and reliable.  This brooder 
includes the dual digital display and the 
metal cabinet. www.lyonusa.com

        

Drawing donations: $2 per ticket, $20 for 12 tickets.  Deadline: Mail in tickets must be received by the 
AFA by July 18, 2008 in order to be entered in the drawing.  On site purchases and hand carried tickets may 
be deposited at the convention any time up to the moment of the drawing.  AFA is a 501(c)3 educational 
organization.  For additional tickets, contact:  AFA, PO Box 91717 • Austin, TX 78709 • Tel: (512) 585-9800 • 
Fax: (512) 858-7029 • AFAOffice@earthlink.net or visit us online at www.AFABirds.org.  Additional tickets may 
also be printed from the website.

Drawing is subject to any rules and regulations that may apply from state to state. Winners are responsible for payment of federal income tax 
on prizes won. Winners are responsible for payment of shipping charges related to claiming their prize unless otherwise stated. The American 
Federation of Aviculture reserves the right to add or remove any prize from this list. AFA assumes no responsibility for any statement about prizes 
by anyone other than the drawing chairman.

Super 8 Raffle Prizes
Support the AFA & win one of these great prizes! 
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           CAGES FOR EVERY BIRD & TO SUIT EVERY NEED

Designers & Manufacturers of the finest quality Stainless Steel
and powder-coated cages to meet every need … every budget!

Call us today to get the best cages and natural remedies available!
Toll-free 866-777-7303 • In NJ 732-698-9800 • Fax 732-698-9806 • www.kingscages.com

375 Old Bridge Turnpike • East Brunswick, New Jersey 08816 • E-mail: kingscages@msn.com

Dealer Inquiries Welcome!

Only $34.99

UPS included!

KING’S   CAGES
INTERNATIONALLP

MEDICAL GRADE 
STAINLESS

Pluck No More
STOPS Birds From Feather Plucking!
Recommended by top Avian Vets including:
•  Dr. Sam Vaughn, “I am convinced this is the 
 cure we’ve been looking for!”
•   Dr. Greg Burkett, “Pluck No More stops feather 
 damaging behavior in most of my patients!”
•   Dr. Thomas Knight, “Past pluckers - now collar 
 free because of the amazing Pluck No More.”
• All natural homeopathic remedy. FDA registered!

From The Makers of...

JavaWood Tree Stands

Great For 

REPTILES, Too!

    Exotic & Rare!

No Stress — Calms fearful & anxiety-plagued birds … promotes 
better nesting! FDA registered!
Shhh! — Stops uncontrolled squawking without impairing your 
bird’s natural singing or speaking abilities! FDA registered!

For more testimonials, visit www.kingscages.com

NEW
!

Only $22.99 ea.

UPS included!

Introducing 

  JavaWood 

     for Reptiles!
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Exotic Birds By Patricia Green
	 • Amazons,
    	 • Cockatoos: Rose-breasted, Goffin’s, Moluccan and 	
		  Umbrella
    	 • Macaws: Blue & Gold and Green-winged
    	 • Africans: Congo Greys, Timneh Greys and Meyers
    	 • Conures: Suns (my specialty) and Goldens (permit 	
		  required)

 Call or fax (530) 934-5175
www.freewebs.com/birdsinwillows

Flexible Egg Candler - Candling without Handling      $27.95
Extra bright bulb on a 10”-flexible shaft to facilitate candling in the nest. 
Detects cracks in the shell and non-developing embryos.Operates on 2
“AA” batteries (included).

4422-C Replacement Lamp       		       $6.00

www.mdsvet.com  •  1-800-435-9352

QUAKERS & LINEOLATED!!
LARGEST SELECTION of mutation colors

ANYWHERE!!!

Breeding stock only      NO PET SALES

Bob Nelson             David Palmer
(541) 396-2360 

281-852-2600

Barry Whittaker

Jamie Whittaker

8090 FM 1960 East  *  Humble, Texas  77346

 Handfed babies and

 Previously owned parrots

 Great Selection of parrot

supplies and food

 Behavior Consultations

  Where the Birds Play

19333 Hwy 59 North • Humble, TX 77338

AFA Watchbird       15


