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ome breeders are consistently successful in breeding Grey

Parrots, whereas others struggle for success. They are at a loss

to know why their Greys do not even attempt to reproduce. In
this article I would like to mention some of the factors that influence
good results.

Compatibility

The Grey Parrot is a highly social, non-aggressive species that congre-
gates in flocks in the wild. It is also very vocal so the presence of others
might help to stimulate Greys to breed. But, the main benefit of obtain-
ing a number of pairs is the potential for allowing them to select their
own mates in a pairing aviary. Unlike many smaller parrots, most Greys
show very marked preferences when given a choice of a mate and
even strong dislike when force-paired. There is no point in persevering
with an incompatible pair.

The Time of Year

A well-known breeder in the UK had some interesting experiences
with his Greys. Out of the breeding season they were kept in an aviary
that measured 6m (20ft) x 3.6m (12ft) x 2.1m (7ft) high. In October or
November he placed nine pairs in their breeding aviaries. Five pairs had
bred with the same partner before. The other four pairs had never bred
or one or two birds might have bred with different partners. Within six
weeks all nine pairs had laid. Twenty-seven eggs were laid, all fertile,
and artificially incubated. All the females laid again and some were
allowed to rear their young.

In December or January nine more pairs were placed in breeding aviar-
ies. Only one female laid! Why should the results from the two groups
have provided such a total contrast? It might have been that those
paired up soon after the moult were in peak breeding condition or
perhaps the weather in December and the reduced hours of daylight
were not conducive to peak condition.

Or could it have been connected with the natural breeding season of
the birds in question, which were probably all wild-caught? However,
breeding in Africa has been recorded in various months of the year and
may be more aligned to the wet season than to any particular month.
Rainfall could exert a strong influence on breeding condition and the
desire to breed.

Diet and Environment

There is no one diet that promotes breeding success because so many
other factors influence this, thus good results are a combination of
factors. One of the best-known Grey breeders in the US. had greatly
improved breeding results when lack of time forced her to switch to
a pelleted diet. Her best results were achieved when each pair was
screened from the others.

| attributed the highly successful breeding results of a close friend to
the time and care that went into daily food preparation for Greys and
other African parrots. They were kept in 3m (10ft) or 4m (13ft) long
wire cages in a light and spacious building and each pair could see the
others. Only the area around the nest-box was made private. Versele-
Laga Nutribird P15 pellets formed the basis of the food, together with
chopped fruits and vegetables. The rearing food contained pulses
(beans: mung, butter, black-eyed, haricot and chick peas) that had
been soaked with maize overnight, and then washed well. They were
brought to the boil in a saucepan, just covered with water and then
simmered for 10-15 minutes. They were then mixed with fresh or
frozen vegetables. The frozen vegetables used were packs of mixed
vegetables, peas and/or sweet corn that had been thawed. Fresh
vegetables included freshly chopped carrot, celery or green or red
peppers. When in season, green beans and courgettes were also used.
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To this was added sunflower seed kernels obtained from a health food
store; these were soaked or just allowed to sprout, plus a little white
millet. This appetizing mixture was varied with chopped dried figs that
had been soaked and fruits in season, such as pomegranates. It was
sprinkled with eggfood and a calcium and trace mineral supplement.
(There is usually no need to add a vitamin supplement unless the diet
is lacking in items high in Vitamin A, such as par-boiled carrot, fresh red
bell pepper and oil palm nuts or palm fruit extract.)

For in-depth information
on Grey Parrots, refer to
Rosemary Low’s book,
A Guide to Grey Parrots
as Pet and Aviary Birds.

(Published by ABK, 2006)

Some owners of pairs are at a loss to know why they have not nested.
One letter | received went like this:

‘| have two pairs of African Greys, both bonded, with one pair using
the nest-box. They are kept inside, due to a surfeit of dishonest people
and local cats in the area. Below my house are two very large cellars,
with one pair in each. Each aviary is 8ft (2.4m) long and 5ft (1.5m) high;
one is 8ft (2.4m) wide and the other is 4ft (1.2m) wide. They can hear
but not see each other. The lighting is fully balanced daylight tubes
and ventilation occurs through 9in (23cm) air bricks. | feed the Greys
a mixture that contains safflower, striped sunflower, white sunflower,
hemp, clipped oats, cedar nuts, peanuts, chillies, peanuts in the shell,
tiger nuts, buckwheat, barley, paddy rice, white pumpkin seed, white
dari and red dari, plus a high protein easy-sprout mixture, also nuts,
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cheese, grapes, apples, etc. One pair is proven and the other hen laid
from a perch in a communal aviary.”

One suggestion | offered to encourage the pairs to breed was to raise
the protein level of the diet, as this can stimulate breeding, and prior
to the period in which the pairs were expected to breed, to offer the
easy-sprout mixture daily instead of every other day. A useful addition
to the diet would be a good quality eggfood or, better still, a home-
made mixture of hard-boiled egg, carrot and wholegrain bread, for
its animal protein. Greys have a high calcium requirement and would
benefit from adding a small amount of a calcium supplement to
the eggfood. There is little point in adding such supplements to the
water as those in syrup form are heavier than water, and sink to the
bottom of the container, and unless fed exclusively on pellets Greys
drink little, anyway.

When searching for a Grey to make up a pair, the suitability of ex-
pets is sometimes questioned. Many former pet birds have produced
young. However, | think one needs to make a distinction between
wild-caught birds, and hand-reared birds that have had a close bond
to one particular human. The latter might be very unhappy in a breed-
ing situation.
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A little mashed banana and finely chopped orange segments can
be added to the eggfood. The moisture from the fruits means that it
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It is also worth considering adding the nuts of the African oil palm
to the diet of Greys. These nuts, which are an important item of their
diet in the wild, are highly beneficial for their high Vitamin A content.
They might provide elements that are missing from the normal cap-
tive diet.
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My second suggestion was to darken the area in the vicinity of the
nest-box and/or to ensure that the box is facing the part of the avi-
ary that receives least light. One female had laid from the perch in a
communal aviary. This is not uncommon in females laying for the first
time ever. On the other hand, it might indicate that she did not like
the nest-box perhaps because too much light entered or because
the whole area was too light. Ensure that the entrance hole of the
nest-box is only just large enough for the birds to enter or it will admit
too much light.

It is worth bearing in mind that some parrots, especially Greys, can
take months to settle down when moved to a new location. This
could be the only reason why these two pairs had not yet bred.
Patience is a necessary attribute of the parrot breeder! On the other
hand, some pairs are stimulated by being moved and go to nest
immediately!
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Breeder’s Lack of Experience

There is a good demand for hand-reared Grey Parrots and some
understanding among non-parrot-keeping people that these birds
fetch high prices. This leads some people down the path of breeding
them for profit, even although they have no previous experience in
birdkeeping. It never ceases to surprise me how many think they can
breed these intelligent and sensitive birds as though they are as prolific
as Budgerigars.

Like most long-standing parrot people, | receive countless calls for help
and information (indeed, writing this article was interrupted by one)
and the caller will describe their set-up and ask what they are doing
wrong. However, often their inexperience causes them to omit vital
information. | try to help them but | cannot see their birds or the way
they are kept. If | or another experienced breeder could do so, they
might instantly identify the problem—something that might seem
insignificant to the owner of the birds. Hardly anyone will follow the
advice to rear easily bred species that mature early in order to gain
experience. Breeding Budgerigars and lovebirds might have no cachet
but it is the best way to acquire the experience that will produce a
successful bird breeder. #
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@ Open & closed bands available.

@ Suitable band sizes from Canary
to Macaw.

@ Imprinted with the AFA logo.

@ Traceable through a special coding &
numbering system.

@ Open Bands: AFA logo 300 series
stainless steel. (No customization available.)

@ Closed bands available in 3 styles:

« AFA logo stock closed aluminum

+ AFAlogo custom closed aluminum

+ AFA logo custom closed stainless
steel bands.

@« Special band applicator pliers are
required to properly apply and close the
open bands. AFA offers a tool for each
band size.
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Visit us online at
www.AFABirds.org/AFAstore
to order today!

Size requirements for individual birds may vary. The band sizes are suggested by the
manufacturer. The AFA does not take responsibility for the suggested sizes.
Individual states may have their own banding requirements for exotic birds. AFA
cannot guarantee that these bands comply with those requirements. Each aviculturist
should independently verify these requirements.
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AFA Members:
Receive 10% OFF of
our regular website
price on ALL items by
entering the following

Promotion Code: S
Parrot

A07 1 2A Bonanza

¥e
« Hand-fed, Healthy Birds Fo '|.:I..3ﬁ
» Faised by us in OUr nursery 1 J]

o Quality toys & suppies
neluding Harrieons, Hagen

Goldenfeast, Birdie Eread Q2R*200* Q4464
visitus st W feathered-follies. com

LAURIEC E. DAKER

3471 M1t Diablo Blvd., Lafayette, CA 94549

For your Chewers... | H
The solution: Acrylic Steps! Mattle S ue Ath a n
and cleanup is a snap! Parrot Behawur:l’rammg .

In-Home Grooming, Adoption,

b|r.j ['L»D mé) dndﬁ com & Rehabilitation since 1978

PARROT PLAY {}1 MS AND STANDS éydaer% :“#E'ﬁfgk?h?ﬁ l,ﬁ:rmt
TapeTor Ok PORTASLE w/PEDESTAL & WHEELS Guide 1o Companion Parrot Behavior
h f Fo Guide to the Quaker Parrot
, \ahogany frame & Fosts Guide to the Senegal Parrot & Its Fmaily
w/Melomine base for easy cleaning The African Grey Parrot Handbook

Parrots, A Complete Pet Owner's Manual
The Secondhand Parrot
Parrots in the City

918-812-1099

WessITE: hitp:iiwww.BirdiePlayStands.com
TEL: 631 754-4963 - Cell # 917 332-8B57

e Arizona’s Largest
S Cortified €0 g\RD PRODUCTS, ING)
o Avian Specialist "\Leg Band%g‘ Ereg%ng SUDIOI/eS |
S (480) 833-4001

wit. Aukum, CA 95656-0376
2110 W. Southern Ave. Mesa, Az. 85202 530-620-7440
www.cageworldaz.com e
We are ALL about the wing thing! %.redbwdprodud&com

RROTDISE PERCh

" EYERTHING FOR. YOVR. PARROT
BVDGIES TO MACAWS...
WwWe've ot IT ALLY

% (888) 243-2194
7 wwwPARROTDISEPERCh.com

San Diego Eird EBreeders p
A Club for Breeders & Keepers of Birds
Learn how to Care for, Feed, &
Breed your Bird & meet new friends.
Professionally ratsed Birds availably from breeders.
Guest speakers at monthly meeting. Bring a friend.

Call 7e0 79,3815 ar £19 469.1570 for more informstion!

http://clubs.yahoo.com/clubs/sandiegobirdbreeders
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TECHNDLOGIES, INC,

Animal Intensive
Care Units
Cur AICUs are loaded with the latest
digital technology and featuras.
Veterinarian designed and tested.

Provide sophisticated support for
your birds and other small animals!
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I..Il'gI Digital Metal AICU
#912-062
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Small Digital Metal AICU
#912-060

www.lyonusa.com _. ..

Visit our website to see our complete line of the best
in AICU'S, Incubators and health care accessories.

Large Digital Acrylic AICU
#912-004

Phone: 888.lyon.usa

info@lyonusa.com

Companions

for over 50 years
- bird owners and UPCO!

Since 1952 - bird
lovers throughout
the world have
saved on thousands
af bird products at
discount prices in
our Free Calalog.

Cages * Feed
Seed » Treats
Stands = Toys
Vitamins
Medicine
and more!

1-800-444-

Call today
for your
Free catalog

8651
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PO, Box 969
3t Bereph. MO = §L502

Department 57
Shop online at: www.upco.com

DNA TESTING (from one drop of blood and/or swab):
SEXING $15.00 EACH, NO MINIMUM
SPECIFIC DISEASE TESTING: $20.00 EACH, NO MINIMUM

« PBFD (Psittacine Beak w%
& Feather Disease)
* Polyoma Virus RALS

W\ /)

* Psittacid Herpes Virus

(Pacheco's Disease)
* Chlamydophila :
P .tt . ) We pioneered the use and are the most
( SIttacosis experienced laboratory offering
AND MORE! Real-Time PCRTO THE AVIAN AND

VETERINARY COMMUNITY.

For more information visit our web site at www.vetdna.com
or call us at 972-960-2221.

RAL,INC.* 14556 MIDWAY ROAD « DALLAS,TEXAS 75244
ALL TESTING PERFORMED EVERY DAY - MONDAY THRU SATURDAY!
RESULTS FAXED AND MAILED WITH POSITIVES CALLED, ALL AT NO ADDITIONAL
CHARGE. ALL TESTING PERFORMED BY THE INDUSTRY'S OLDEST AND MOST

EXPERIENCED DNA-BASED LABORATORY (since 1992). WE USE THE MOST
ADVANCED FORM OF PCR TECHNOLOGY AVAILABLE - REAL-TIME PCR.

COLLECTION TUBES SUPPLIED AT NO CHARGE, SWABS ARE §1.00 EACH
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