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LORO PaRQUE, tENERifE by Dr. Matthias Reinschmidt, Curator, Loro Parque Tenerife

January 2008
Precisely on the 17th of December, the 35th 
anniversary	 of	 Loro	 Parque,	 a	 new	 huge	 bird	
aviary was inaugurated. Now, awaiting the 
visitors at the point of entry to the jungle of 
Loro	 Parque,	 is	 an	 aviary	 of	 32	 meters	 length,	
12-15	meters	width	and	6	meters	height.	Three	
naturalistically designed artificial jungle trees are 
the fundamental feature of a diverse structure 
in the aviary’s interior. Additional real roots, tree 
trunks, a cliff wall and numerous arm-wide ropes 
offer a great diversity of perching and climbing 
possibilities to the inhabitants. A big flock of 
Blue-throated Macaws (Ara glaucogularis) has 
been chosen as first inhabitant of this ample 
aviary.	 For	 several	 years	 now,	 the	 Loro	 Parque	
Fundación has successfully bred this species, 
critically	 endangered	 in	 the	 wild.	 Thus,	 one	
priority	of	the	Loro	Parque	Fundación	is	also	the	
conservation project for the wild Blue-throated 
Macaws	 and,	 thanks	 to	 these	 efforts	 and	 LPF	
funding of over 400,000 €, the population has 
now recovered from a size of only 50 to about 
400 animals. Considering the positive evolution 
of the population, this is money well-invested. In 
order to increase the attention of the visitors to 
Loro	Parque	about	 this	 important	conservation	
work, a large  information sign in three languages 

has	been	installed.	To	observe	such	a	big	flock	of	
macaws of the same species in action in such 
a huge aviary is a real eye-catcher for every 
parrot	 fan.	 There	 is	 always	 activity	 and	 almost	
no moment when birds are not flying around, 
climbing or loudly declaring their zest for life. 

And in time for Christmas, somebody had 
prepared	a	big	and	special	surprise.	The	first	little	
Palm Cockatoo (Prooesciger aterrimus) of this 
season hatched from the incubator. Hatched 
weighing 16.8 grams, the bird has grown strongly 
under hand-rearing and now (mid-January) 
weighs more than 100 g. After only 10 days, 

the little Palm Cockatoo had opened its eyes, 
attentively observing its surroundings. Another 
fertile Palm Cockatoo’s egg is at the moment 
developing in the incubator. 

Our experienced breeding pair of Riedel’s 
Eclectus Parrot (Eclectus roratus riedeli) has, like 
every year, begun to breed during our winter 
time. Of the first clutch, which included two eggs, 
one resulted fertile and is developing well. 

From the parrot breeder Frank Samuel of Essen, 
we had the opportunity to receive two Greater 
Yellow-headed Amazons (Amazona oratrix 
magna).	 This	 subspecies	 wasn’t	 represented	
in the parrot collection until now, and thus 
increases the Amazon collection to a total of 45 
species and subspecies.

From the 4th to the 11th of April 2008 the next 
German	Parrot	Workshop	will	take	place	in	Loro	
Parque, in collaboration with the magazine 
PAPAGEIEN.	 The	 one	 week	 long	 event	 offers	
numerous presentations and seminars given 
by	 the	 biologists	 and	 veterinarians	 of	 Loro	
Parque Fundación, as well as by guest speakers 
concerning parrot management, breeding, 

hand-rearing and diseases. Furthermore the 
participants will have the unique opportunity 
to	have	a	look	behind	the	scenes	of	Loro	Parque	
and to ask questions to which one always 
wanted to know the answer. More information 
at:	arndtverlag@aol.com.	

Flock of Ara glaucogularis in the new aviary of 
Loro Parque

A flock of Ara glaucogularis sitting on a swing

View into the new huge aviary of Ara 
glaucogularis in Loro Parque 

18 day-old chick of Palm Cockatoo (Probosciger 
aterrimus)  
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• Ultra fine highly palatable powder does not cake over time
• Penetrates soft foods for accurate dosage administration
• Contains 14 vitamins and 9 minerals missing in most

seed/vegetable/fruit diets
• Extra vitamin C and E for increased breed-

ing and as antioxidants
• Calcium gluconate carrier adds required

calcium which is deficient in most other
supplements

• Exotic fruit flavoring without added sugar
which can promote pathogenic organisms

• Lysine and Methionine amino acids improve diet protein quality
• Unique combination of enzymes and acidifiers to improve digestion
• Micro-encapsulated Beneficial Bacteria (Probiotics) keep birds in top

condition

Years of formulating and field testing have resulted in the most advanced
avian supplement. Prime has excelled above all other supplements in
providing all species of companion birds with their required nutrients.
Prime, however, is not a dumping ground for every nutrient known to
man - ingredients were selected strictly on the basis of need. This results in
higher levels of those nutrients truly needed by birds. For most
accurate dosage administration, we recommend Prime be sprinkled
over your bird's favorite fruits and vegetables.

MAKES A GREAT ADDITIVE TO EGG AND NESTING FOODS.

THE BEST WAY TO ENSURE TOTAL
NUTRITION FOR ALL CAGE BIRDS.

#82105

#82105

Available sizes: #82102 - 20g, #82105 - 70g,
#82106 - 0.88 lb, #82110 - 4.4 lbs

• CONCENTRATED VITAMIN, �
� MINERAL, AMINO ACID �
� SUPPLEMENT

• SUPPLÉMENT CONCENTRÉ DE
VITAMINES, DE MINÉRAUX ET �

� D'ACIDES AMINÉS

• ZUR KONZENTRIERTEN�
� ERGÄNZUNG MIT VITAMINEN,�
� MINERALIEN UND AMINOSÄURE�
�
• SUPLEMENTO CONCENTRADO�
� DE VITAMINALES, AMINOACIDOS�
� Y PROBIOTICS

#82102

CONCENTRATED �
VITAMIN, MINERAL,�

AMINO ACID SUPPLEMENT

#82105

#82105

#82106

#82110

CONCENTRATED FULL
SPECTRUM VITAMIN,
MINERAL AND
LIMITING AMINO
ACID SUPPLEMENT

HARI'S WEB SITE: http://www.hagen.com/hari/

Your donations make a difference!
• AFA Conservation Fund
• AFA CITES Fund
• AFA Legislation Fund
• AFA Disaster Relief Fund

Thank you for your support!
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AFA Corporate Sponsorship Packages

Use of AFA logo “An official sponsor of the 	☛
American Federation of Aviculture”
Four (4) full page color ads in Watchbird	☛
One (1) complimentary booth at AFA                 	☛
convention, nontransferable
Convention signage “Visit our Platinum  	☛
Corporate Sponsor” (includes sponsor name     
and booth number) 
Two convention registrations	☛
Recognition at convention banquet	☛
Corporate sponsor plaque	☛
Recognition in Watchbird, on AFA website and 	☛
convention program/proceedings
Individual AFA membership	☛
Six copies of each issue of Watchbird	☛

Four (4) business card color ads in Watchbird	☛
Corporate sponsor plaque	☛
Recognition in Watchbird, on AFA website and 	☛
convention program/proceedings
One convention banquet ticket	☛
Recognition at convention banquet	☛
Individual AFA membership	☛

Four (4) one-quarter (1/4) page color ads in 	☛
Watchbird
Discounted booth at AFA convention, nontrans-	☛
ferable
Convention signage “Visit our Silver Corporate 	☛
Sponsor” (includes sponsor name and booth     
number)
Recognition at convention banquet	☛
Corporate sponsor plaque	☛
Recognition in Watchbird, on AFA website and 	☛
convention program/proceedings
Individual AFA membership	☛
Two copies of each issue of Watchbird	☛

Four (4) one-half (1/2) page color ads in Watchbird	☛
One (1) complimentary booth at AFA                 	☛
convention, nontransferable
Convention signage “Visit our Gold Corporate 	☛
Sponsor” (includes sponsor name and              
booth number)
One convention registration	☛
Recognition at convention banquet	☛
Corporate sponsor plaque	☛
Recognition in Watchbird, on AFA website and 	☛
convention program/proceedings
Individual AFA membership	☛
Four copies of each issue of Watchbird	☛

Bronze Sponsor $1,000 plus:Silver Sponsor $2,500 plus:

Platinum Sponsor $10,000 plus: Gold Sponsor $5,000 plus:

Become a 
Corporate Sponsor 

Today!

P.O. Box 91717 • Austin, TX 78709-1717 
Phone: (512) 585-9800 • Fax: (512) 858-7029 

www.AFABirds.org
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