Male Andean Cock of the Rock (Rupicola peruviana) at Zoo Wuppertal

BIRDS IN GERMANY

Nine zoos in thirteen days, or If this is Thursday, it must be Krefeld!
Part I.

question could easily be where not to goand what not to see.

F OR AMERICANS VISITING GERMAN ZOOS, the

InAbenteuerZoo,aguidebooktozoosinGermany, Austria
and Switzerland (Pezzold & Sorge, 2007), 454 German collec-
tions of living animals are described to varying degrees, and
another 175 are simply listed—a total of 629 zoos, aquariums,
bird parks, nature centers, butterfly houses, city park aviaries,
safari parks, etc.

I made my first trip to Germany, for thirteen days, in April
and May 2008, in the company of my wife, Natalie, who had
been there once ten years before. Among the nine zoos we vis-
ited, I'm sure I saw well over 800 species and subspecies of birds,
perhaps closer to a thousand, of which at least 110 were birds I
had never seen in captivity before.

Before discussing the birds I saw in each collection, I think it
would be useful to share some observations:

Always carry some small change. In many, but not all zoos, the
restrooms (for both sexes) are managed by middle-aged women
wearing white smocks, who expect the equivalent of about 50
cents if one avails oneself of their facility. They usually have a
dish with a sign sitting by the door, but often keep watch on the
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proceedings.

Zoos, especially the bigger ones, often have one or more res-
taurants that serve full-scale hot meals (usually cafeteria style,
but sometimes with waitstaff). Although one comes across
things like the Mexican restaurant at Frankfurt, the food is
often very German. I enjoyed it—especially the soused (brine-
cured) herring in “House Wife Sauce”, which I had at both the
zoos in Berlin.

Eggs (the kind you eat) have bright orange yolks. They feed
the chickens canthaxanthin. (It used to be ground-up beets)

If you see the word “beer” in menus, it means “berries”. The
beer you drink is spelled “bier”.

Dandelions are not considered an eyesore. Rather, they are

enjoyed as ornaments on meadows and lawns.

Zoologischer Garten Frankfurt

IT’S AROUND A NINE-HOUR NON-STOP FLIGHT to Frank-
furt-am-Main from Dallas, over Arctic Canada, the south coast
of Greenland, the United Kingdom and Holland. One can take
the subway from the airport to the zoo, with, if memory serves,

one change of trains.



At 101 species as of mid-2008, Frankfurt’s bird collection
is not comparatively large, but is very choice, and deservedly
famous.

Established in 1858, and relocated to its present site in 1874,
this 32-acre zoo is now surrounded by apartment buildings,
churches and schools. During the Second World War, an anti-
aircraft battery was installed on the zoo grounds, with the result
that four fifths of the zoo and nine tenths of the animal collec-
tion were destroyed by allied bombing. Under the brilliant post-
war administration of Dr. Bernhard Grzimek, reconstruction
featured beautifully designed exhibits.

Among these was the Bird House. Opened in 1961, and lit-
tle altered since then, it features spacious planted aviaries, which
have always contained a choice collection. Over the last four
decades, the number of species hatched in this building is star-
tling, distinguished by many first breedings. A display case at
one of the entrances lists these accomplishments by the year they
first occurred.

One species, which has been bred only at Frankfurt, is the
Gray-headed Bald Crow (Picathartes oreas), first hatched there
in 1971. One, hatched in 1984, is the last member of its genus
alive outside of Africa. (The other species of Picathartes, P. gym-
nocephalus, the White-necked Bald Crow, was also first hatched
in captivity at Frankfurt, in 1965. The last captive specimen of
that species, also hatched in 1984, was hatched and died at the
San Antonio Z00).

While the last living Picathartes outside of Africa, sharing a
very large display with a Congo Peacock, may take pride of place
among the inhabitant’s of Frankfurt’s Bird House, it shares it
with a very distinguished collection. African monarch flycatch-
ers have always been rare in captivity, but Frankfurt has kept
and bred Brown-throated Wattle-eyes (Platysteira cyanea) for
years. In one of the specially designed aquarium-like displays
for aquatic birds, is a Little Grebe, hatched at the Dresden Zoo.
There are a number of species managed in European Zoo con-
sortia, such as the Bali Mynahs (currently breeding), Montser-
rat Oriole, and the Grayson’s or Soccorro Dove (for which the
European Associaiton of Zoos and Aquariums [EAZA] stud-
book is maintained by Frankfurt’s Curator of Birds, Dr. Stefan
Stadler). Among many other species are a Shoebill, a breeding
group of Australasian Pied Herons (Hydranassa picata), Little
Pied Cormorants, true wild Budgerigars (Shell Parakeets) from
Zoo Koeln, Blue-winged Kookaburras, African Pygmy King-
fishers, Polillo Tarictic Horrnbills, Kikuyu White-eyes, Painted
Finches, and Cuban Melodious Finches.

Although Red-whiskered Bulbuls have long been a traditional
aviary bird, Frankfurt’s flock of forty or so, in its famous free
flight hall, is especially remarkable in that this species has bred
almost continually there since 1964! This is especially significant
in that a ban on the commercial importation of birds to mem-
ber countries of the European Union has been in effect since

Shoebill (Balaeniceps rex) at Frankfurt Zoo

2007. While apparently most of the more than 100 specimens
distributed among other European zoos are related in some way
to Frankfurt’s birds, the achievement of having created a captive-
bred population of this size is especially to be commended in the
face of this legislation. (While Red-whiskered Bulbuls were once
common in American collections, the only U.S. zoo currently
exhibiting any is in Honolulu, where the species is feral).

In an outside cage of the Bird House, Snowy Owls and Hawk
Owls are kept together, and the Hawk Owls have bred. Nearby
is the “Bird Thicket”, a series of medium-sized walk-through avi-
aries. In late April, nights can still be very cold in Germany, so
such species as the European Bee-caters were still in off exhibit
holding. However, there were already quiet a lot of birds on dis-
play, including European Rollers, Satyr Tragopans, and a flock
of European Avocets (a sight I was to see repeated in a number of
places). Other outdoor bird exhibits include Keas, Egyptian Vul-
tures, Old World White Pelicans, and Red-crowned Cranes, and
one was being prepared for Lammergeiers.

Two buildings largely devoted to other life forms held very
interesting birds. When Frankfurt’s famous Aquarium was re-
opened in 1957 as the Exotarium, it featured innovative combina-
tions of birds and fishes. The “trout stream” included such Euro-
pean species as the Common Kingfisher. Today White Wagtails
(Motacilla alba) dwell along the stream that empties into a pool
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for native minnows. In the
entry hall, the South Ameri-
can River was the first split
level aquarium to feature trop-
ical fishes and birds together
in one environment. Brazilian
Scarlet Tanagers and Wattled
Jacanas live there now, above
an assortment of cichlids,
characins, and turtles. At my
visit, Jacanas hand-reared from
eggs laid in this exhibit were
displayed in the zoo’s brooder
room. On the other side of the

Zoo Wuppertal

FOR THE LAST THIRTY
YEARS the Wuppertal Zoo
has done amazing things with
softbilled birds, and main-
tains one of the finest collec-
tions anywhere. As softbills
are a particular interest of
mine, Wuppertal was a natu-

ral destination. WhatIdid not
expect was an equally impres-
sive collection of waterfowl,
as well as many other rarities,
making the bird collection of

entry hall is a large exhibit for
Gentoo Penguins.
The Grzimekhaus, opened in

1978, is a bewilderingly huge small mammal house, with around
fifty individual exhibits. Several birds are exhibited here as well.
The first breeding of North Island Brown Kiwis in Europe
took place here in 1987. There is a display for Tawny Frog-
mouths. White-faced Scops Owls are kept with the Aardvarks.
This building is also the home of a remarkable colony of rarely
exhibited Social Weavers (Phitlerairus socius), whose enormous
compound nest dominates an exhibit shared by South African
Ground Squirrels. Like Frankfurt’s Red-whiskered Bubluls, this
flock is a remarkable achievement in long-term passerine avicul-
ture, as several generations have been produced since breeding
commenced here in 1980.

( TOPPER BIRD RANCH 2

JASON CLINGER
Manager
(800) 600-BIRD

529 J.M. Penninger Rd.
Lexington, NC 27292
FAX: {336) 357-2900

(336) 357-2473

Exhibits in Zoo Wuppertal's bird house have unique stone backgrounds.

160 or so species one of the
finest in quality I have visited.
With the exception of Tierpark
Berlin (where a “mountain” was built over rubble from WWT1I)
the other German zoos I visited were on level ground. In con-
trast, Wuppertal’s zoo is situated on a hillside, creating a rather
alpine atmosphere. Opened in 1881, this 59 acre zoo is located by
a quiet neighborhood of beautiful houses, which are not appar-
ent beyond the zoo’s entrance. There is a “zoo” train station, and
animal-patterned pavement in the sidewalks guides one along
the several block walk to the zoo.
The birdhouse includes both indoor and outdoor exhibits, as
well as a large, sloping, indoor walk-through aviary devoted to
birds of the New World Tropics. Opened in 1993, this aviary has

been the site of remarkable breeding successes. The biggest surprise
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Chinese Mergansers (Mergus squamatus) at Zoo
Wuppertal

to me was a small flock of House Wrens. I
had never before seen this U.S. native in
captivity. (Wuppertal’s were collected in
Guatemala) They have been breeding there
for years. 'm mot aware of anywhere else
this has happened. Another U.S migratory
bird I have never otherwise seen in cap-
tivity is the Vermillion Flycatcher (whose
range extends to Argentina). These have
also reproduced repeatedly in this exhibit,
commencing more then ten years ago, a
world first. Other species that have bred
in this aviary include the Bare-throated
Bellbird (the first, and so far only captive
breedings anywhere), the Spangled Cot-
inga (the first complete success [Lindholm,
2007]), Swallow-tailed Manakins, Para-
dise Tanagers, and Pale-legged Ovenbirds.
The distinctive clay nests of the ovenbirds
were very much in evidence. From 1997
through 2005 a single pair produced 63
chicks (Schuerer, 2006), and I believe more
have hatched since.

The walk-through aviary was closed to
the public in late April, though I was priv-
ileged to be escorted through on different
days by Dr. Ulrich Schuerer, the Direc-
tor, and Curator Andre Stadler. There was
a simple reason for this. The only female
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The male of a breeding pair of White-tailed
Trogons (Trogon viridis) at Zoo Wuppertal

Cock of the Rock to reproduce in a Euro-
pean Zoo had, as was its wont, nested
right next to the entrance door. Through
the end of 2007 five Andean Cocks of the
Rock, all males, have been fully reared at
Wuppertal, one parentraised the others
hand-raised. So far, to my knowledge, only
seven collections worldwide have achieved
complete success (Lindholm, 2007). A
paper, in German, has just been published
(Schuerer & Rosner, 2008) detailing Wup-
pertal’s propagation of this species, as well

as another Wuppertal world first, the full
rearing of a Purple-throated Fruit Crow
(Querula purpurata) in 2006. A pair of
Fruit Crows is maintained in a fairly small
off exhibit aviary in the bird hose, and the
breeding took place there. Their offspring
is on display in one of the glass-fronted avi-
aries in the 1960 birdhouse. These twelve
aviaries have distinctive limestone rear
walls, which T have not seen elsewhere. I
think this makes for an elegant presen-
tation of their inhabitants. They include
Jamaican Black-billed Amazons (Ama-
zona agilis) (which have bred at Wup-
pertal); Palm Cockatoos (sharing their
exhibit with Little Friarbirds (Philemon
citreogularis)); Blue-faced Honey-caters;
A breeding pair of White-tailed Trogons;
A female Guiana Red Cotinga (Phoenicir-
cus carnifex), probably the most-long-lived
specimen in captivity, which lays eggs
regularly; Recently obtained Pompadour
Cotingas;  White-throated =~ Bee-ecaters
kept with Variable Sunbirds (Nectarina
venusta), both of which have reproduced;
A juvenile male King Bird of Paradise
from Walsrode; A Lesser Green, a Long-
tailed and a Red-and-Black Broadbill in
the same exhibit; Hooded Pittas, which
have also bred; An aviary where Painted
Finches, Gouldian Finches, Diamond
Doves, and Timor Zebra Finches have all
bred freely; Yellow-rumped Tinkerbirds;
An Oasis Hummingbird (Rhodopis vesper)
from Peru, sharing its display with a very
rarely kept Dusky Hummingbird (Cynan-
thus sordidus) from Mexico.
Hummingbirds have long been a spe-
cialty at Wuppertal. This was the first Ger-
man Zoo to keep any following the Second
World War, when twelve Brazilian spec-
imens arrived in 1950 (Schuerer, 1983).
Wuppertal was also the first European zoo
to achieve complete success breeding hum-
mingbirds, commencingin 1977 with Red-
billed Streamer-tails (Trochilus polytmus),
collected on a Zoo expedition to Jamaica
(Schuerer, 1983). From 1977 through 1984,
34 hatched there. From a later importation,
twenty more hatched from 1996 through
1999. Twenty-one Black-billed Streamer-



tails (7. scitula) hatched at Wuppertal
from 1996 through 1999, and nine Anna’s
Hummingbirds, the common humming-
bird of California, were hatched from 1989
through 1992 (Lindhbolm, in litt.).

Presently, Wuppertal is propagat-
ing Amazilia Hummingbirds (4dmazilia
amazila) as part of the program set-up
by EAZA and the Dutch Aviculturist Jac
Roovers, to create a sclf—sustaining popu-
lation, in the face of the 2007 commercial
importban. (Lindholm, in litt.). Although
at least seven Continental European and
British Zoos are involved in this project,
only Wuppertal has for far met with suc-
cess, commencing in 2007. Most of the
birds are set up, following Roover’s guide-
lines, in off-exhibit aviaries where the
females are segregated, but can be visited
by males when they are ready to breed. Dr.
Schuerer told me he has found this aggres-
sive species far more difhicult to breed than
the Streamer-tails, where multiple pairs
could be kept in the same aviary.

Perhaps the most astounding of Wup-
pertal’s achievements with softbills is the
maintenance of a colony of Barn Swallows
for more than thirty years. This program
began in 1974, when 25 swallows, caught
by an autumn cold snap before they
could migrate, were brought to the zoo
(Schuerer 1983). They were acclimated
to eating housefly maggots, and breed-
ing commenced in 1975. Through 1982,
45 had been reared, and 28 had been
released on the zoo grounds, where they
formed colonies of their own (Schuerer,
1983) Breeding has been consistent over
the years, with 184 hatched through 2005
(Schuerer, 2006)

More than a dozen Barn Swallows now
share their marshy aviary with two White
Wagtails, a breeding pair of European
Lapwings, and a flock of European Avo-
cets that have produced more than 400
offspring. This exhibit is one of several
built alongside the bird house, connected
to off-exhibit

Other inhabitants of these outdoor avi-

indoor compartments.

aries include: The first European Haw-
finch I'd seen; Guira Cuckoos kept with

The Black-billed Amazon (Amazona agilis) is one of Jamaica's two Amazon species. Zoo Wuppertal
received confiscated birds, and has since bred this reputedly difficult species.

Crested Tinamous; Toco Toucans (with
which Wuppertal achieved a first Ger-
man breeding in 1986); New Caledonian
Horned Parrots, appropriately exhib-
ited with Kagus; An African community
where the first Jackson’s Weaver (Ploceus

Jjacksoni) I'd ever seen is exhibited with
White-cheecked Turacos, Cape Thick-
knees, Snowy-crowned Robin-Chats, and
African Pygmy Geese; Part of Wuppertal’s
important group of Bali Mynahs (from
1989 through 2005, 89 were hatched, and
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breeding continues), kept with Victoria Crowned Pigeons and
the very rarely exhibited Pink-eared Duck.

With nearly sixty species and subspecies, Wuppertal’s mag-
nificent collection of ducks, geese and swans is one of the fin-
est in any public zoo. Wonderful sights can be seen all over the
grounds. Chinese Mergansers, only recently brought into captiv-
ity, were obtained by Wuppertal in 2006. They are exhibited near
the endangered Oriental White Storks. Nearby, White-winged
Wood Ducks, breeding at Wuppertal since 1999, are kept with
a Painted Stork, at the zoo since 1976. Not far away is an avi-
ary for Madagascar birds, which Crested Couas and Crested Ibis
share with Madagascar Teal (Anas bernieri), a species considered
possibly extinct in the 1970’, but now with a European captive
population of around 500. Ruddy-headed Geese, Coscorobas,
Yellow-billed Pintails, and Argentine Ruddy Ducks share a very
large South American Panorama, with Darwin’s Rheas, Guana-
cos, and Patagonian Cavies. Two Flying Steamer Ducks occupy a
pond in a valley. The only time I had previously seen this aggres-
sive species was at SeaWorld San Diego in 1985. The parasitic
Black-headed Duck is another South American waterfowl I had
previously only seen at SeaWorld.

Another feature of the waterfowl collection was an usually
fine series of northern sea ducks. At present Common Eiders are
very rare as U.S. public exhibits. I was to find they are rather com-
monplace in Europe. However the flock of around forty of the
European subspecies, in a large sloping enclosure with lawns and
deep pools, can only be described as amazing. There were also
several specimens of the Pacific subspecies of the common Eider,
as well as more than a dozen specimens of the rarely displayed
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African Black Ducks (Anas sparsa) at Zoo Duisburg

Spectacled Eider, and some equally rare King Eiders. I was espe-
cially surprised to see a long-time captive Black Scoter, as well as
Harlequin Ducks and Long-tailed Ducks (or Old Squaws). The
Baer’s Pochard, from northeastern Asia, was a species I had not
seen in more than twenty years.

Space does not allow to more than mention some of the other
birds in the collection: Manchurian, White-naped, European,
and Wattled Cranes; a Shoebill; Breeding Bateleurs, Lammer-
geiers, and European Black Vultures; Harpy Eagles; a colony of
more than thirty Old World Greater Flamingoes, which have
been breeding at Wuppertal since 1966, kept with Chilean and
Caribbean Flamingoes as well as a pair of Andean Flamingoes (at
the zoo since 1971); a series of aviaries for European birds, such
as Stock Doves, Black-caps, Long-tailed Titmice, Bullfinches,
and Starlings; Lesser Egrets kept with Scarlet Ibises: Waldrapps
(Northern Bald Ibises), of which more than 110 have hatched at
Wuppertal.

Since 1971, penguins have been the official mascots of Zoo
Wuppertal. That year, the Wuppertal Zoological Society cele-
brated the Zoo’s 90th anniversary with a glass enclosed temper-
ature-controlled penguin exhibit. King Penguins were obtained
in 1975, and commenced breeding in 1987. Thirteen had hatched
through 2006. In 2006, the Zoological Society celebrated the
Zo0o’s 125th anniversary with a naturalistic outdoor enclosure,
with underwater viewing, for thirty South African Penguins.
Furthermore, the Society inaugurated Pinguanale 2006, a city-
wide art project. Two hundred larger than life fiberglass King
Penguins were sponsored by corporations and organizations,
and decorated in all sorts of imaginative ways. The sponsorships
will contribute towards an elaborate new King Penguin habitat
intended for the near future.

Wuppertal does not have as extensive off-exhibit bird breed-
ing facilities as some other zoos, but some choice species are kept
off-display. Red-browed Amazons (Amazona dufresniana rbod-
ocorytha) are maintained in what was formerly the Max Planck

Waldrapps (Geronticus eremita) at Zoo Duisburg

research center, where behavioral research on wild cats was con-
ducted in the 1960’s. Red-fronted Couas (Coua reynaudii) are
one of four species of this endemic Madagascar genus exported
through Vogelpark Walsrode. Although Couas are cuckoos, the
head of this species bears such a remarkable to resemblance to
that of a Red-winged Laughing Thrush, that, from a distance,
that’s what I thought I was seeing.

Zoo Duisburg

ANDRE STADLER, WUPPERTAL'S CURATOR, casually men-
tioned ten “scientific zoos” within an hour’s drive of Wuppertal.
Abenteuer Zoo (Petzold & Sorge, 2007) discusses 72 collections
in Wuppertal’s (heavily industrialized) state of North Rhine—
Westphalia., perhaps the densest concentration of zoos any-
where. While making Wuppertal our home base, Natalie and I
were able to visit three other collections in this area.

Opened in 1934, the 37 acre Duisburg Zoo has long been
famous for its mammal collection, including the last Amazon
Dolphin outside of South America, and breeding groups of Bot-
tle-nosed Dolphins, Fossas, Koalas and Bare-nosed Womabats.
There is also an aquarium with both freshwater and saltwa-
ter fishes, but only a few reptiles, with, so far as I could tell, no
snakes at all.

While not large, the bird collection is attractive. One of the
few breeding colonies of Pink-backed Pelicans will be found
here. In various outdoor aviaries are Impeyan Monals, Snowy
and Great Grey Owls, Fishcher’s Touracos (which are not all that
rare in Europe), Violet Plantain-eaters, and a breeding colony of
Waldrapps. Among the species to be seen in open-air enclosures
are Sarus and Red-crowned Cranes, Kori Bustards, and a breed-
ing colony of South African Penguins..

When the Equatorium was opened in 1962, it was billed as
the world’s largest monkey house. It still holds an impressive
collection of primates, but its exhibits have diversified. The
rarely displayed African Black Duck is exhibited with Pygmy
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Hippos. There is a feeding aviary occupied entirely by Swainson’s
Lorikeets (which Duisburg breeds). In the huge exhibit for
Golden Lion Tamarins are Lesser Kiskadees, an infrequently
exhibited Tyrant Flycatcher, and Roulroul Partiridges can also
be seen here.

Zoo Krefeld
THE 32-ACRE KREFELD Z0OO WAS FOUNDED IN 1938, on
the site of a private col-

lection that had existed
from 1877 to 1914. It
came to international
attention when the first
Cheetah cubs to survive
in captivity were born
there in 1960. In avicul-
tural circles, this zoo is
renowned for hatching
more than 70 Carmine
Bee-eaters and distribut-
ing them to many other
collections  (Bernhardt
et al, 2007). Krefeld

currently

maintains

Senegal Bustard (Eupodotis senegalensis)
at Zoo Krefeld

around twenty Carmine
Bee-eaters in a soaring avi-
ary inside the glass-walled birdhouse, built in 1989. A vast sandy-
looking cliff at the back of this exhibit is pocked with bee-eater
nests. Other African species in this building include Senegal
Bustards, African Pygmy Geese (which have been parent-raised
here) and Egyptian Plovers, successfully bred at Krefeld for the
first time in captivity (Bernhardt et al, 2007). Among other birds
in this building are Superb Fruit Doves (more frequently seen in
Europe than in the U.S.), Red-whiskered Bulbuls, White-naped
Pheasant Pigeons, and Toco Toucans.

Elsewhere around the zoo can be seen Snowy, Great Grey,
and European Great Eagle Owls; an aviary where Inca Terns
and American Black-necked Stilts have bred for years; breeding
Old World White Pelicans which have become rather famous
for perching on the Aldabra Tortoises that share their enclo-
sure; Southern Ground Hornbills; Humboldt’s Penguins; Hya-
cinth Macaws; South African Ostriches that have raised chicks
in the huge exhibit they share with Scimitar-horned Oryx and
Ellipsis Waterbuck; an extensive collection of waterfowl includ-
ing Maned Geese, European Eiders and Emperor Geese (a more
common zoo bird in Europe than in America); European White
Storks that nest in the flamingo exhibit; Red-crowned Cranes,
which stalk up and down outside a glass wall of the ape house.

I did not see the Red-legged Honeycreepers or Turquoise Tan-
agers in the huge south American Rainforest, but was amazed by
two species of free-range primates: the very rare Black Lion Tam-

arin, and a prolific colony of White-faced Sakis.



Zoo Koeln

FORMANY YEARS, THE COLOGNE Z00, opened in 1860 was
famous chiefly for its birds and primates. In the carly 19507, it
held the leading German bird collection (Jones, 1954). In recent
years, it has expanded in other areas, for instance constructing a
truly amazingly huge house for Asian Elephants, where they have
bred well. However, its collection of 169 taxa of birds remains an
important feature, in beautiful exhibits all over this 50-acre zoo.
Koeln’s Director, Theo Pagel, is the son of the late master avicul-
turist Theo Pagel, who will be remembered by those present at the
1986 AFA Convention in New Orleans. The younger Theo Pagel
provided translation for his father’s presentations on finches and
lories. He had been Curator of birds at Koeln for years. When he
became Director, in 2006 the curatorship was filled by Dr. Bernd
Marcordes, who arrived from Vogel Park (Walsrode).

The 1890 birdhouse, an ornate Kremlin-like building, was
remodeled in the 1950’ but is now devoted to New World Mon-
keys. Instead, birds are exhibited indoors in the huge Rainforest
building, which also (primarily) features mammals, reptiles and
fishes of Tropical Asia, New Guinea, and the places between.
Among the species which share the vast walk-though area with
Rodrigues Flying Foxes, the following reared their own chicks
in 2007 (Pagel, 2008): Roulroul Partridges (which, for some
reason, are called “Ostrich Quail” in Germany), Scheepmaker’s
Crowned Pigeons, Beautiful and Superb Fruit Doves, Purple-
naped Lories and Bali Mynahs (which produced ten offspring).
Fairy Bluebirds and Red-whiskered Bulbuls also hatched chicks,
which were hand-raised (Page/, 2008). Javan Whistling Ducks,
Nicobar Pigeons and Green-naped Pheasant Pigeons are other
inhabitants of the free-flight area.

Other birds will be found in separate exhibits in this building.
A pair of Great or Concave-casqued Hornbills occupies an enor-
mous aviary. A small flock of Java Sparrows (“Giant Finches” in
German) shares a glass-fronted display with a pairs of red Stella’s
Lorikeets, and Hill Mynahs (which have not yet become a rar-
ity in European zoos, as they are now in the US). A pair of Vo
Quy’s Pheasant is displayed with White-handed Gibbons. Dis-
covered in 1964, and scientifically described as Lophura hatin-
hensis in 1975, it appears to differ from the Edward’s Pheasant
by the male having white central tail feathers. While listed by
ISIS as a species, recent research suggests that this bird may be
an artifact of human habitat alteration. As in domestic popu-
lations, the appearance of white feathers may be due to a very
small gene pool, the result of deforestation and hunting. At least
since Edward’s Pheasant was described to science in 1896 its wild
population has been small, and, for decades it was feared to be
extinct in the wild, existing only in aviculture. Be that as it may, a
captive population of Vo Quy’s Pheasant, originating from birds
collected for the Hanoi Zoo in 1990, is maintained in European
Zoos. There are none in American public collections.

Among other birds displayed in aviaries through out

Cologne Zoo's Pheasantry

the Rainforest include Javan Fishing Owls, recently arrived
Renauld’s Ground Cuckoos, Palm Cockatoos, and Fawn-
breasted Bowerbirds.

The Rainforest building is also the site of a series of roomy off-
exhibit aviaries for softbills and pigeons. Bernd Marcordis toured
me through. Among the residents were White-rumped Shamas,
Red-tailed and Courtois’ Laughing Thrushes, and, from Wal-
rode, Blue Couas and Madagascar Blue Pigeons.

Directly outside this building is a walk-through exhibit for
small birds of prey, where a pair of the endangered Saker Falcon
is of particular interest. I don’t recall seeing Harris Hawks, but
three were parent-reared at Koeln in 2007 (Pagel, 2008).

The “Pheasantry” is a remarkable series of outdoors aviaries.
Two of these especially stand out in my memory. In one, a pair
of majestic (and critically endangered) Siberian White Cranes
is exhibited with European Lapwings and European Rollers.
The other features a remarkable collection of shore birds. While
Ruffs have been exhibited in the past by such U.S. zoos as San
Diego and the Bronx, seeing a breeding colony with six males in
full courtship plumage was breath taking. The breeding plumage
of male Ruffs (the females are called Reeves) is a remarkable case
of polymorphism—The mane of feathers and the elaborate head-
dress each can appear in several different colors and patterns, and
are themselves interchangeable. This was quite evident in Koeln’s
birds. Along with a flock of European Avocets, other birds in
this aviary include a breeding flock of Common Terns, and the
first Ringed Plovers and Rosy Pastors (a Eurasian Starling) I had
seen. Among the many inhabitants of the other aviaries in this
complex are Magpie Shrikes, Socorro Doves, breeding White-
fronted Bee-ecaters, Bearded Barbets, Madagascar Fodies, Mada-
gascar Crested Ibises, Crested Couas, a big flock of Scarlet Ibises,
breeding White-backed Australian Magpies, a breeding pair of
Goliath Herons, breeding Yellow-rumped Caciques, Boatbills,
Hammerkops, Great Curassows, breeding Congo Peafowl, and
recently obtained Swift Parrots (an Australian species which has
never been abundant in U.S. aviculture, and has recently been
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declared endangered). One inhabitant of the “Pheasantry” I did
not see was the Channel-billed Cuckoo (Scythrops novaehollan-
diae). Peter Zwansger told me that Koeln’s pair, at the zoo since
2000, had been kept with the Australian Magpies for years, in
the hope that they would lay their eggs in their nest. However,
the aggressiveness of the “magpies” finally dictated moving the
cuckoos to the aviary with the Siberian White Cranes, where,
Peter informs me, they like to sit in their shelter, especially on
drizzly days like the one of my visit. So I did not get to see this
remarkable bird until I visited Berlin.

Near the “Pheasantry” are the “Eulenklosters”—The "Owls’
Monastery”, abandoned by its monks, which has now gone back
to nature. In this romantic exhibit is a walk-through aviary
where imposing Black Storks nest in the ruined garden, shared
with European Kestrels. There are separate compartments for
various European Owls, of which Hawk Owls and Great Grey
Owls stand out in my memory.

There is a rich collection of wetland birds in various open
enclosures. Among the 61 taxa of ducks, geese, and swans,
mostly exhibited in large park-like enclosures with small lakes,
are such rarities as Magellanic Steamers, Orinoco Geese, Meller’s
Ducks, Madagascar Teal, Philippine Ducks, Baikal Teal, Fal-
cated Teal, Laysan Teal, New Zecaland Scaup, Red-breasted
Mergansers, White-winged Wood Ducks, and White-headed
Ducks. Marabou Storks have produced several offspring, as have
Old World White Pelicans. There are well over a hundred Fla-
mingos, including large flocks of Caribbean, Old World Greater,
and Chileans. It is intended that eventually only Caribbeans (of
which there are presently nearly sixty, but mostly male) will be
maintained here. Seven Humboldt’s Penguins were hatched in
2007 (Pagel, 2008), and, for the first time, Koeln’s small colony
of Australian Little Blue Penguins bred, producing one chick.

The generally park-like atmosphere of Zoo Koeln is enhanced
by the presence of feral Indian Ring-necked Parakeets. The pres-
ence of this species as a self-sustaining population in Germany
is a recent development, and it has been spreading steadily along
the Rhine, in increasing numbers, over the last decade.

Part II will cover Erlebnis-Zoo Hannover and Vogelpark
Walsrode. Berlin’s two zoos will be discussed in Part II1.
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My wife Natalie and I could not have made so extensive a visit
to Germany without the courtesy extended to us as zoo profes-
sionals, of the guest rooms at Zoologischer Garten Frankfurt,
Zoo Wuppertal, and Zoologischer Garten Berlin, a European
tradition that has yet to catch on with most American zoos.

Zoologischer Garten Frankfurt

Richard Weigl, Primate Keeper at Frankfurt, is one of the
most remarkable zoo historians and collectors of data, and a
world-wide zoo visitor extraordinaire. He was not only a won-
derful guide at the zoo, but showed us his city, and gave us an
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excellent introduction to the German rail system.

Zoo Wuppertal

Dr. Ulrich Schuerer, Director for many years, was a most cor-
dial host, spending hours showing us his collection, and making
sure our stay in Wuppertal was delightful. Andre Stadler, Cura-
tor, was likewise an enthusiastic host and guide. Both of them
made sure our visits to other zoos in North Rhine—Westphalia
went smoothly.

Zoo Krefeld

Although a change of plans prevented us from meeting with
Director Dr. Wolfgang Dressen, he made sure we were expected,
and provided with literature. Wolfgang Nehring, Elephant
Keeper, is one of those European zoo keepers who is interested
in everything, and was an enjoyable guide.

Zoo Koeln

Dr. Bernd Marcordes, Curator of Birds gave us a thorough
tour of the bird collection, and provided us with very useful lie-
erature. Peter Zwansger, Okapi Keeper, and master zoo enthusi-
ast, was not only a cordial host in Cologne, but transported us
from Wuppertal to Lundi Farm, Hanover, and Walsrode, via the
autobahn. His insight from many years of visits to these places
was invaluable. He also arranged pleasant accommodations in
the town of Walsrode.
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