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A message from the President
I have several points I wanted to touch on, in this is-

sue of the AFA’s Watchbird magazine.
First: What a Year, 2008 was Great! Now 2009 

will be mighty fi ne! Look around us, it’s not too bad! 
Second: I went over to California around Th anks-

giving time last year. Th e 91 Freeway had just opened 
and the 57 was still closed, both because of fi res. Th e 
fi res had come right up to the freeway’s edge leaving 
charred and smoldering remains of brush and trees in 

its wake. I started refl ecting on the disasters of the year as I was calling Fred Smith, 
the AFA’s Director of Disaster Relief, to report to him and hear the updates. 2008 
was a reasonably “Good” year (if you can set a good to bad scale) for devastating 
natural disasters, i.e.: fl oods, fi res, tornados, hurricanes, earthquakes, etc… We have 
been very fortunate this past year; let us all hope and pray for the same in 2009. 
Th at would be a mighty fi ne thing.

Th ird: We as a board and an organization have been supporting and attentive 
to the work of Texas A&M’s research team, headed by Dr. IanTizard. Texas A&M 
has been reciprocal in their support of AFA and we were very excited to announce 
their breakthroughs in developing a stable, consistent identifi cation, live bird test 
for Proventricular Dilatation Disease (PDD), formerly known as “Macaw Wasting 
Disease”. Th eir research will only contribute more and more support to aviculture 
in the future and that’s might fi ne as well.

Fourth: Th e Watchbird magazine is, and has been for many years (over 30), 
a premier publication containing wonderful and informative articles laced with 

beautiful photographs. What a treasure trove of information is contained in a 
complete collection of Watchbird magazines. We, as a board of directors, had the 
same thought! We need to make this information more readily available by mov-
ing into the 21st century—Digitized articles! So, as a board of directors we have 
been digitally converting the Watchbird magazines. Th is means that eventually 
this treasure chest of knowledge and information will be accessible to our member-
ship via the Internet. Wait and keep watching, this project should also be mighty 
fi ne in 2009!

Fift h: We have just been informed that AFA has been approved and is being 
accredited to off er Continuing Education Units (CEUs) for Veterinarians, Vet 
Techs and others requiring updates or annual certifi cation of their professional 
licensing and or status. Th is is going to apply to not only our premier online course 
“Th e Fundamentals of Aviculture, level I” but also to the AFA’s annual convention 
with its usual slate of outstanding professionals and informative speakers. What an 
incredible opportunity for the AFA to assist the professionals who assist us with 
our birds’ health and wellbeing. Th e education committee has a lot of great ideas 
coming down the pipeline. Keep watch for “Fundamentals of Aviculture, level II” 
and its Continuing Education Units available in 2009! Again—this will be mighty 
fi ne in 2009.

Your elected offi  cers and I, along with the entire board of directors will con-
tinue to serve and promote the AFA and look forward to the 21st century to be 
mighty fi ne in “2009”!

Jim C. Hawley, Jr.
President, American Federation of Aviculture, Inc.

Jim C. Hawley, Jr.

Support the AFA!
Purchase a 2009 

calendar today!
$9 each. Contact the 

AFA office for a discount when 
purchasing 10 or more. 

By phone at 512.585.9800,
by email at AFAOffi  ce@earthlink.net or 

go to www.afabirds.org.
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