
chata). While the scientific name
might suggest hints of Mo cow and
Cairo it i mo t likel deri ed from
Cairu, Brazil a the pecies inhabit the

ew World only. The pecies name
· ·mo chata' i believed to be ew
Latin for' mu ky a it wa once
known as the 'mu k duck~' The mus
covy hare the genu with the white
winged duck (C. scutulata)) an endan
g red pecie found in outh a t A ia.
According to th literature the two join
with the Hartlaub's duck to form the
ubgroup called the greater wood

duck . In the dome ticated form the
colour can be greatly varied and the
caruncles large and quite grote que. In
the wild they are quite different bing
dark parkling with iride cence a a
rainbow of colour reflect from their
backs. A with the dome ticated form,
the, are no mall duck. Males rna

igh a much a nine pounds ith
females being a more petite four
pound . In addition to the marked ize
difference th male al 0 po e
ornat caruncles.

Occurring from south Texa south
ward through Central Am rica into
outh America ( outh to north rn
rgentina), the duck icon idered

throughout it range to be a favorite
food item. In Mexico the pecie i
making a com back due to th activi
ties of Duck nlimited-Mexico.

ccording to Dr. Eric Gu taf on, 2 650
ne tboxe ha been placed along the
Gulf Coa t around Yucatan with an
additional 3 000 being planned for
erection in the near futur .

Fr quenting low flowing tropical
river and wamp the e ducks have
been bserved also in man-made lake
and in rice plantation throughout

exico and Belize Central America.
Due to exce i e hunting and po ible
pe ticide problems the pecies was
doing poorly in Belize. Rec nt
account of the pecie ' increa ed
numbers may be due to the foreclo ure
of the country's major rice plantation.
In Hondura hunting continue to be a
probl m for thi wary duck although a
planned nestbox program tnay a ist
the sp cies. Co ta Rica's greate t popu
lation i tated to be in Guanacaste
lagoon. It ha ,howe er al 0 been not
ed in Santa Ro a ational Park, Palo
Vi rde ational Park, Finca La Selva
Tortuguero and in the 0 a P nin ula
including the popular Parque acional
Corcovado. Except for occa ional wan
dering birds muscovie are seldom
een in mo t of Panama due again to

ince ant hunting. Much i the arne
regarding it statu in the remainder of

ource of the commotion would oon
b un eil d. From the corner of my e) e
I could e a large nearl totally black
duck (although th y do ha e white
wing patches and underwing coverts)
laboriou lyapproaching. oon e eral
of th e magnificent bird pa ed. 0 t
were quite lean and flightworthy but
one wa obviou ly twice the ize of the
oth r and having a bit of trouble keep
ing aloft.

In Mexico they're called Pato Real or
royal duck. We commonly refer to
th m as mu COy duck (Cairina mos-

:Return of the
Muscovy Duck

. ~ .-..,~ "'--

'~~~-:.;..~~ by Jack Clinton-Eitniear
-:: Chairman, AFA Conservation Committee

san Antonio, Texas

The creech of green (oli -throated)
parake t a oke u from our tent sig
naling that it a time to tak our po i
tion on the rocky hill ide. \Xll ere in
th ierra of Tamaulipa cen u ing
red-cro ned (green ch ek d) parrot a
pecie frequentl encountered in cap

tivity but rapidly becoming rarer in the
wild. A I at ipping a cup of in tant
coffee a loud ' woo e oos

00 e ' noi e increa ed in int n ity
from m right. Sounding like the noi e
created b) one of tho e old plane in
th da of the right brother th

Muscovy ducks (Cairina moschata) photographed at the Zoologico Regional Miguel
Alvarez Del Toro Tuxtla Gutierrez, Chiapas-Mexico.
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Approximate range
of the Muscovy Duck
(Cairina moschata)

With a 35 day incubation period the
musco y' ne t i mo t frequently
encounter d in tree hollo ests on
the ground are les frequently docu
mented. irtually lacking a pair bond,
several female frequently 'dump'
their egg into one nest thu creating
one large brood. De pite feeding upon
mall fi h, snails insect small reptiles

crab and ater plants in the ild stat,
I have ob rved milpa farmer with
mu covie in with their chicken doing
nicely on a diet of insect and cracked
corn.

The mu covy duck i an excellent
xample of how man manipulate

organi ms to suit hi n ed . While
modern man can hardl) b blamed, a
the species was domesticated prior to
the arrival of the Spaniards by the early
Indian of the tropics, we nevertheless
continu to breed grot que looking
mu covie with tho e that ha at lea t
a trace of the natural coloration. It i
unfortunate that mo t people ill ne -

r ee hat a wild mu co look like.
De pite thi due to th activitie of
organization like Duck nlimited
Mexico, the wild "pure" mu covy ill
continue to paddle it way up tropical
rivers.•

it rang although it appear to be
doing poore t in Columbia here all
wildlife i threatened becau e of exten
,ive defor tation. The in olvement of

ildlife organizations in the erection
of ne tboxe a well as educational
programs explaining that if one hoot
every last duck there will be no more
next ear appear to be the only real
hope for the pecie' ur ivaI. It i ,
howe er a difficult ta k to con ince an
indi idual who e famil) i hungr that
he hould not hoot that fat musco y
in the nearb river.
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