
Princess ofWales Parakeet
(Polytelis alexandrae)

by Jerry Jennings
Woodland Hills, California

We failed to credit Patty
Barcenas, Garden Grove,
California. for pbotography
on page 46oftbe Aug/Sept '88
Watcbbird.

When most people think of the Prin­
cess of Wales, they are summoning to
mind the image of Lady Diana of the
House of Windsor. Aviculturists, on the
other hand, are likely to focus on the
lovely, pastel colored parakeet native to
Australia, which Sir]ohn Gould named
in honor of Lady Drs forebearer.

Princess parrots, as they are some­
times called, are relatively rare birds in
the wild, confined to the arid interior
of the western half of the Australian
continent. They prefer open, dry,
sandy terrain and scrubland, frequent­
ing streams lined with eucalyptus trees
in which they usually nest.

Princess parrots are becoming
increasingly scarce and have disap­
peared throughout much of their
former range, or at least are seldom
seen. This decline may be due, how­
ever, to their very nomadic behavior,
which sees them moving about in

sual primary flight feather appears after
the first moult of the wing feathers.

Princess of Wales are very gregarious
birds. They occur in flocks up to fifteen
or twenty birds in the wild and are
known to nest communally. As many
as ten active nests have been found in a

search of seasonal water sources and single eucalyptus tree during breeding
food supplies. Thus the scarcity of season, which occurs from September
their sightings may be misleading. toJanuary in Australia (their spring).
Fo rt una te Iy, they have adapted well to r- C_O_ll_,/I_·ll_U_ed_O_ll...:.,p_a_ge_2_4

captivity, breeding frequently and pro­
lifically. Captive populations world­
wide, in fact, probably exceed in
number the wild population.

The male and female Princess
parrots are very similar in appearance
to the untrained eye. Both sexes have
the soft pastel pink throat, chartreuse
green wing coverts, greenish gray
wings, back, and breast. Although
immature birds (less than ten months
of age) are indistinguishable sexually,
adult males have a powder blue crown
(gray in the female) and a sky blue
rump (gray in the female). Further­
more, the tip of the male's outermost
primary flight feather differs from the
other primaries and the female's by
ending in a spatulate shape. This unu-
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Understanding the Life of Birds: read it
from cover to cover, or use it as a reference
book. Contains glossary, full index and orig­
inal art. Hardbound. Over 300 pages.

Price is $21.95 plus $2.00 shipping & handling.
(California residents add 6% sales tax)

MAIL ORDER ONLY

Summit Publications, Dept. W
11565 Sunset Knolls Rd., Lakeside, CA 92040

"Finally, a book which explains
the biology of birds in terms that
the average reader can understand. "

"The trip through reproduction and egg
development makes one look at the birds

life cycle with new wonder."

"No other aviculturaJ
book like it!"

Patrick G. Coyle, a professor of biology, has been keeping
and breeding birds for over 15 years. He also teaches a
very popular class in aviculture, The author excels at
combining his scientific background with his personal
interest in birds to present avian information that is both
interesting and useful.

This book explains:
Avian reproduction + Egg formation
Chick Development + Digestion
Feather structure and color + Flight
How birds are named + Nutrition
Avian genetics + Sense organs

Do you know: ~
How an egg is formed?
If birds do need exercise?
If grit is necessary in the diet? ~~;;;;:;;;;;:;;;;;:;~~~~;;;;::::===~

Why the birds mut turn their eggs?
Why the air space in the egg is important?
Why young birds are more prone to sickness?
How birds adapt to the changes in the weather?
If learned behaviors can be passed on to offspring?
Why birds don't falloff their perches when sleeping?

Know more about your birds-.

~
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THE MESS OF A LIQUID DIET

Giving your Lories the new LORIES LUNCH­
EON DRY FORMULA - Do Not Add Water.

THE DAILY MIXING AND BLENDING OF MOST
LORY NECTARS.

Free feeding with new LORIES LUNCHEON
can be left out like seed; because it is dry it
will not spoil.

GUESSING WHAT YOUR LORY NEEDS FOR A
COMPLETE AND BALANCED DIET.

Feeding LORIES LUNCHEON a complete diet
made with all natural ingredients fit for
human consumption, only the finest ingre­
dients are used.

THE LIQUOD DROPPINGS THAT RESULT
FROM MOST LORY DIETS.

Feeding LORIES LUNCHEON because it is a
dry diet, droppings become firm like a
parrot's droppings.

THE MESS, THE WORRY, THE CLEANING.

ENJOYING YOUR LORIES.

Manufactured by:

THE BIRD GALLERY
RO. Box 204, Sun Valley, CA 91353-0204

(818) 504-2455

Prince are no Ie gregariou in
captivity and may be hou ed in group
or colonie without fear of intra-
pecific aggre ion. The ill readily

ne t in a colony, though they rna al 0

be t up one pair to a flight. T 0 bird
may be paired arbitrarily, or several
birds may be put together and allowed
to lect their own mate prior to being
hou 'ed as individual pair. Whether
bred indi\ idually or in colonie uc­
ce i imilar though it is easier to
keep track of bloodline when the
pair are parated.

H'ou ing need for Princ S5 are
simple. age t 0 feet b t 0 feet b)
four feet in 1 ngth are a lik ly to ork
a ar flight four feet wide by ixteen
feet long and larg r. Cage ize eem to
playa very minor role in encouraging
them to breed.

Princess of Wales youngsters four weeks old.

t box ize may al 0 ary though
bo e twelv inche.. by tw I e inche
by tw nty-four inches tall are quite
appropriate. At Walnut Acre Aviarie
Prince are pro ided with an (
fram haped ne t box. The ba e i
t elve b twelve inche but only fi e
inches wide by twelv inche at the
top. Overall height is tw nty-four
inche ith a three inch wide entrance
hole. The box i fill d with pin ha­
ing to a depth of three inche .

Princes t) picall) lay three to fi e
hit gg in a clutch. Once at Walnut

Acres, a clutch of t n eggs were laid
nine of which hatched and were uc­
ce full reared. Incubation la t
appro imat ly 18 da , hen hite
down-co ered chick hatch. The gg
u ually do not all hatch at the arne
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Adultpair ofPrincess of Wales male on left hen on right.
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time, but OY r everal day depending
on th number of egg in th clutch.
Thi pre ent a probl mince the la t
chick to hatch are often ub tantially
~maller than those hat h d fir t. Th
'maIler chick are Uk IY not to get fed
enough and/or get tralupl d by th ir
larger ne tmates. Th refore it may be

nece ary to remo th maIler one
for hand f ding to en ur that all the
ne tling ur i\ e.

Young Prince fl dg th n t at fi e
to i k of age and are eaned
about ten day thefeaft r. If th entir
ne t is pulled for hand fe ding (at t 0

to three eek of age), th parent ill

u uall fec cle producing a econd
clu tch. If th par nt ar aHo ed to
r ar th fir t clu tch to th eaning
tag , th ) ar th n unlik I to r turn

to th bo .
Prince of al are primaril eed

eater in th ild feeding on a ariet
of gra e d . Though it i not kno n
for ur , rno t biologi t a ume that
Prince s al 0 con ume other vegetable
matter including fruit and b rrie . In
captivity th do quite ell on para­
k et or cockati 1 eed mi e hich
h uld b uppl ment d ith orne

fruit or mi d g tabl on hich a
po d r d itamin uch a ionate,
rna be prinkled. Fre hater, of
cour ,i a dail n ce it.

Prince of Wal ar on of the fe
naturall tame parrot . Parent reared
bird ha no f ar of their human
friend and ill naturall come to eat
out of your hand or alight atop our
h ad ith th lighte t coa ing. Hand
fed Princ parrot mak d lightful
pet readil y 1 arning to talk and

Thi tl .
h ther th Prince of ale para­

keet or Lad) Diana i in th e) e of the
b holder no on can di pute that both
ar beautie .•
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