
Adult male red-bellied macaws Ara manilata.

The red-belli d (Ara manilata) i a
di tincti e mall maca about 20in
(SOcm) in length. 0 t maca have
part of the lores feather d but the
totall bare lore and yellow facial kin
di tingui he manilata from all other .
This pecie i mainl gre n, with blue
on head and wing and a maroon patch
on the 10 er abdomen. nder ide of
tail and flight feather are oli e ello .
The bill i black and th iri i dark
bro n.

It occur throughout mo t of th
Amazon ba in it di tribution coincid­
ing ith that of Mauritia palm on

hich it feed . Common in the wild it
i rare in captivity, although quite a few
ha e been e ported from Gu ana in
r cent year.

I belie e that the mo t uitable
en ironment for captive bird i an out­
door a iary in a arm climate and a
paciou indoor a iar in a cooler

climate. A mall cage hould not be
con idered.

At Loro Parque the red-bellied maca
wa repre ented by a pair in the off­
exhibit breeding centre and by two

other macaw when breeding' they
remained quite shy. The ne t-box
m a ure 12in (31cm) x 13in (33cm) x
30in (76cm) high' there i a Sin (10cm)
quare in pection door near the bottom.

The female laid a clutch of four eggs
in April; there were two eggs on April 7.
On the 22nd one was placed in an incu­
bator a a precaution again t orne catas­
trophe in the ne t. Assuming it a the
first egg laid (the third a infertile), the
incubation period a 2 S da . It
hatched in th incubator at 5pm on

pril 30 and wa tran ferred at 7pm to
th n t of a pair of Illiger maca
(Ara maracana) hich w r kno n to
be excellent parents. The} had t 0

chick , about t 0 and thre day old
and immediat ly accepted the mani­
lata chick.

Th n xt da a 1 th r
nlark on another manilata gg hich
wa r rna d to th incubator. The
chick hatched on a 3 and it too a
tran ferred to the Illiger' n t. Their
eld t chick a tak n for hand-rearing
al a an egg hich hatched later that da .
Both the er ucce full} hand­
reared. The third manilata pipped and
hatched in the incubator on Ma 7. It
w ighed 13.2g.

I made th wrong deci ion and decid­
d that thi on hould be hand-rear d.

It appeared to b progre ing 11 and I
a' hocked to find it dead at 6:30am

on the fifth da . Autop y did not re eal
the cau e of d ath· it Ii r n rmal
but its kidn appeared abnormal.

The two chick with the Illig r'
tnaca thri ed· their crop ere
al a ell filled. They w r ringed at
19 and 21 day of age with 10mm ring.
Th Ide t left the ne t onJuly 17 aged

8 da and th cond onJuly 19 ag d
da . Th Y th n differ d from the

adult in the g n raIl lightly duller
plumage ver pal yello i h kin on
th face (ochre- ella in adult ) and in
ha ing th beak anI partl black, there
bing a broad light trip d n the
centr of the upper mandible.

Development of the chick wa a fol­
lows: Day I-fairl long ellowi h down
on upperpart and head; down horter
and more whiti h on underpart . The
beak wa whiti h and the nail white.
Day 19- e op n; ear ju t open' beak
pinki h- hit. Head bare almost
wrinkled kin. a feather erupt d but
prominent dark line under the kin
e pecially on the back ( econd do n).
A little hart whiti h down remained on
th back and nape. Tail quills pre ent·
wing feather in quill 1. 2cm to 2. Scm
long. Day 26-soft pad on side of beak

ue

mal on e hibit hen I b came cura­
tor in Februar 198 . The pair had been
in r idence at 1 a t four year ithout
attempting to breed. Thi i not an ea
'ubject in capti ity being extr m 1 u­
c ptible to tr s, al 0 to obe ity. Few of
th wild caught bird which avicultur­
i t obtain ur i e more than t 0 ar
unlike other Ara pecie hich adapt
er ell to capti it .

I kno of onl t 0 breeding uc-
c prior to 198 that of Florida

eterinarian Greg Harri on and in th
K, that of th pair belonging to r. P.
ahrman. Her breeding of thi p ci

wa the re ult of careful thought and of
knowledge of manilata in Guyana
wh re he formerly re ided. I have the
gr atest admiration for the way in

hich he et up a planted hou e and
made her pair arch for their food.

The pair at Loro Parque i hou ed in
an aviar of traditional type mea uring
about 13ft (4m) long 3 1/2 ft (1m) wide
and ft (2 .1m) high. The nt-box i
attached to the out ide of the a iary
thu inspection pre ents no problem .

ot that the e birds are aggres ive like

lee aea
Loro ar

by Rosemary Low
Tenerife, Spain

e
a

e ..
eare

o
~
:::>
o
~

.9
~
co
E
Q)
(/')

o
a:
.6
o
(5
..c
CL

4 February/March 1989



When ygu Care tor
Choose Mardel.

irds,

A complete selection of products for complete bird care.

rIil Mardel
~ Laboratories, Inc.
1958 Brandon Court
Glendale Heights, IL 60139
312/351-0606

Mardel­
when you
care for pets®

ealthi
rds

Ornacyn®
Handy, safe, non~toxic broad
spectrum antibiotic for
respiratory infections in
cage birds.

Ornacyn-Plus™
Treatment for respiratory
diseases of pet birds. Controls
diarrhea, corrects vitamin
deficiencies, relieves stress.

Ornacycline™
Treatment for respiratory
and intestinal diseases of
pet birds. Fruit flavored, fa.st
dissolving tablets.

Furazite™
Nitrofurazone for birds:
broad spectrum Gram~nega­

tive antibiotic for treatment
of intestinal disorders.

Ornalyte™
Special electrolytes~trace
mineral formula (fortified
with high potency vitamin
complex), for birds under
stress.

auell™
Anesthetic spray

relieves skin irrita-
tion. Bitter taste dis­

courages picking,
promotes healing.

OrnaMite™
Safe, fast-acting formula
controls stress-causing mite
infestations. Handy tube
applicator; contains no
hydrocarbons.

VitaFlight®
13 essential vitamins for pet
birds. Fruit flavored powder
to add to the drinking water.

Ornabac™
Natural food additive for pet
birds. Keeps digestive tract
healthy, controls diarrhea,
relieves stress.
StayTM
Non-stinging, non-toxic
coagulant cream stops
bleeding fast after clipping
bird nails or beak.

Brite N 'Shine™
Spray sheen for dull plumage;
relieves dry skin. Purcellin
oil encourages preening.

WaterGuard™
Safe, non-toxic ingestible
disinfectant for the bird's
water supply. Effective
against bacteria, fungi and
yeast growth.

CageGuard™
Controls growth of bacteria,
viruses and fungi on cages
and perches, including wood
and plastic.



dark; beak otherwise white, tinged with
grey. Head almost bare. Sparse tufts of
grey second down on the back; wing
feathers erupting. Day 40-wings nearly
fully feathered; back and sides of neck
bare, crop and underparts virtually bare.
Day 46-head and wings three quarters
feathered. Day 49-head bluish; almost
completely feathered. Bare skin on face
white. Beak white, grey at base of upper
mandible and on the raised pads. Feet
and nails grey.

The two young manilata and their
maracana companion were removed
to a suspended cage on August 10. After
the first day, when they ate very little in
the new surroundings, they consumed
corn on the cob with enthusiasm, also
the standard mixed food. This consists
of soaked sunflower, boiled maize,
sprouted mung beans and a couple of
other types of boiled beans, peanuts in
the shell, boiled peanut kernels, apple,
carrot and alselgar (similar to spinach
but with a larger leaf). Other fruits in
season, such as cactus, pear and palm
fruits, are offered. The chicks were
reared on this food, plus bread and
milk.

After the removal of their eggs at the
beginning of May, the female red-bellied
macaw produced a second clutch of
three eggs, one of which (probably the
last) was infertile. The first egg was laid
onJune 1 and there were two chicks by
June 27, again giving an incubation
period of 25 days.

The chicks were very well cared for
by the parents. Unlike those reared by
the IlIiger's, when disturbed for nest
inspection or to change the wood shav­
ings, they would roll onto their backs
with their feet in the air in the typical
macaw defensive position. They were
ringed when 26 days old with I1mm
rings. The young were always a joy to
hold - so plump and sweet-smelling.
They left the nest for the first time on
September 8 but for the next few days
spent much ofthe time inside the nest.

Parent-reared macaws are, in my
limited experience, much heavier than
those raised by hand and I was pleased
that with this important species four
chicks were reared by this method in
1987. In many groups of parrots hand­
reared young are equal or superior to
those raised by their parents but this has
not been my experience at Loro Parque
this year.

The young will be retained for breed­
ing purposes. Fewer problems should
be experienced with captive-bred birds,
which may be the main hope of estab­
lishing the red-bellied macaw in
aviculture.•

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Birds of aFeather Avicultural Society
New Hampshire AVicultural Society

NEW MEXICO
Flying Feathers Aviculture Society

NEW YORK
Feathered Friends Bird Club
Finger Lakes Cage Bird Association
Greater Rochester Hookbill

Association
Rochester Cage Bird Club
NORTH CAROLINA
Charlotte Metrolina Cage Bird Society
Smoky Mountain Cage Bird Society
Triad Exotic Bird Club

OHIO
Apple Seed Bird Fanciers
Cleveland Cage Bird Society, Inc.
Golden Crescent Cage Bird Club

OKLAHOMA
Bird Fanciers of Oklahoma
Oklahoma Cage Bird Society

OREGON
Emerald Exotic Bird Club
Exotic Bird Club of Oregon
Northwest Bird ClUb
Rose City Exotic Bird Club

PENNSYLVANIA
Central Pennsylvania Cage Bird Club
Delaware Valley Bird Club
Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society
PhiiadelphiaAvicultural Society
York Area Pet Bird Club

TENNESSEE
Greater Memphis Bird Club
Middle Tennessee Cage Bird Club

TEXAS
Dallas Cage Bird Society
Fort Worth Bird ClUb
Houston Cage Bird Association

UTAH
Avicultural Society of Utah

VIRGINIA
National Capital Bird Club
Parrot Breeders Association
Peninsula Caged Bird Society

WASHINGTON
Avicultural Society of Puget Sound
Cascade Canary Breeders

Association
Greater Spokane Avicullural Society
Northwest Exotic Bird Society
Washington BUdgengar Society, Inc.
WISCONSIN
Milwaukee Bird Society, Ltd.
Wisconsin Cage Bird Club, Inc.

MEMBER CLUBS
FLORIDA (continued)
Exotic Bird Club of Flonda
Gold Coast Exotic Bird Club, Inc.
Greater Brandon Avian Society
Greater Miami Avicultural

Society, Inc.
Jacksonville Avicullural Society, Inc.
Miami ParrotClub,lnc.
OCala Cage Bird Society, Inc.
Polk County Avicultural Society
Suncoast Avian Society
Sunshine State Cage Bi rd

Society, Inc.
Tropical Cockatiel Club of Miami
West Flonda Avian Society, Inc.

ILLINOIS
Greater Chicago Cage Bird ClUb, Inc.
Heart of Illinois Pet Bird Club
IIlini Bird Fanciers
McLean County Pet Bird Club
Mid-West Hookbill Club

IOWA
Mid-America Cage Bird Society

KANSAS
Kansas Avicultural Society, Inc.

LOUISIANA
Capital Area Avicullural Society
Gulf South Bird Club

MARYLAND
Baltimore Bird Fanciers, Inc.
Maryland Cage Bird Society, Inc.

MASSACHUSETTS
Ber1<shire Cage Bird Friends Unlimited
Boston Cockatiel Society, Inc.
Boston Society for AViculture,lnc.
Exotic Cage Bird Society of

New England
Massachusetts Cage Bi rd

Association, Inc.
Western New England Cage Bird

Society
MICHIGAN
Ann Arbor Cage Bird Club, Inc.
Great Lakes Avicultural Society
Mid-Michigan Bird Club
Motor City Bird Breeders,lnc.
Town & Country Feathered Friends
MINNESOTA
Minnesota Cage Bird Association

MISSOURI
Missouri Cage Bird Association
NEBRASKA
Greater Omaha Cage Bird Society
NEVADA
Las Vegas Avlcultural Society

For informati,on about contacting ~ny of these member clUbs, please call
that .cl~b s c~osest state coordinator. There is astate coordinator

IIstmg With phone numbers elsewhere in this publication.

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE
Dedicated to conservation of bird wildlife through encouragement of

captive breeding programs, scientific research, and education of the general public.

MEMBER NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
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COLORADO
Colorado cage Bird Association
Rocky Mountain Society of

AViculture,lnc.
CONNECTICUT
Connecticut Association for

Avlculture, Inc.
FLORIDA
Aviary & Cage BI rd Society of

South Florida
Bird Club of Manatee
Central Ronda Bird Breeders

Association
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LEGISLATIVE VICE PRESIDENT
Janet Lilienthal (617) 542-7070

LEGAL COUNSEL VICE PRESIDENT
Gary Lilienthal (617) 542-7070

STATE COORDINATORS
Amy Worell, DVM/State Coordinator Chairman (818) 704-0223

February 17·19, 1989
Winter Regional Meeting

(Presidents' Day holiday weekend)
Dallas, Texas - Double Tree Hotel at Campbell Centre

(800) 528-0444 or (214) 691-8700
For information call: Peggy Patrick, TX (214) 350-4267

or Phyllis Martin, FL (813) 839-4751

August 8 thru 13, 1989
15th Annual Convention

Phoenix, Arizona - The Pointe at South Mountain Resort
Opal Crosser, Chairperson (602) 853-0348 or 853-0358

SCHEDULE FOR AFA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS
Mark these dates and plan 10 attend!

1989 OFFICERS
THOMAS C. MARSHALUPresident(703) 759-5978
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VICKI FLETCHER/Executive Secretary (206) B41-2705

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS
Dallas D. Johnson/Nor1heastern (301) 540-619B • Chuck Saffell/Southeastern (818) 722-0997
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ALASKA LOUISIANA OKLAHOMA
Jim Bauman (907) 344-0623 Tom Snowden, MD (405) 478-3197

ARIZONA MAINE OREGON
Sunny Clarkson (602) 943-0614 Archie Fairbrother (207) 394-2252

ARKANSAS MARYLAND PENNSYLVANIA
Roddy Gabel (301) 585-9647 8renda Geesey (717) 854-2604

CALIFORNIA (NORTH) MASSACHUSETTS RHODE ISLAND
Laurella Desborough (415) 372-6174 Dennise Cabral (617) 586-3293

CALIFORNIA (SOUTH) MICHIGAN SOUTH CAROLINA
Aletta M. Long (213) 596-7429 Mike Underwood (517) 349-3438 Ted Stephens (803) 279-3374

COLORADO MINNESOTA SOUTH DAKOTA
Susan 8aker (303) 223-2452 Royce King (605) 393-1720

CONNECTICUT MISSISSIPPI TENNESSEE
Walter J. Willoughby (203) 528-7296 Jerry Pace (601) 781-2364

DELAWARE MISSOURI TEXAS (NORTH)
Diane Korolog (302) 762-0819 Gus Pires (314) 837-3063

FLORIDA (NORTH) MONTANA TEXAS (SOUTH)
Cal Kimura (407) 892-7661 Fred Frey (406) 549-0520

FLORIDA (SOUTH) NE8RASKA UTAH
Tom Ireland (407) 968-4214 Rex Kennedy (801) 571-6183

GEORGIA NEVADA VERMONT
Mimi Shepherd, DVM (404) 377-6319

HAWAII NEW HAMPSHIRE VIRGINIA
F. Lawrence 8randt (603) 642-5074 Dick Ivy (804) 898-5090

IDAHO NEW JERSEY WASHINGTON
Arnold Davis (208) 775-3609 Carol 8auer (201) 662-1400 June Halfon (206) 722-JUNE

ILLINOIS NEW MEXICO WASHINGTON, D.C.
Sil Parker (505) 473-2886 Ruth Hanessian (301) 424-PETS

INDIANA NEW YORK WEST VIRG IN IA
Nicole Vander Heyden, DVM (317) 447-3372 Paul Gildersleeve (516) 922-1169 Patty Knoblauch (304) 725-5601

IOWA NORTH CAROLINA WISCONSIN
Carole Crate (515) 987-1075 A.M. Mack Long (919) 674-9328

KANSAS NORTH DAKOTA WYOMING
Hal Prester (316) 788-4505

Arizona's scenic desert and ideal climate
provide the perfect envimnment for trail
riding. Our convention site, The Pointe,
has adjacent stables and access to the
largest municipal mountain park in the
world. A breakfast trail ride is offered on
Sunday mornings.

Come join the fun; plan your vaca­
tion in Phoenix, Arizona in August of
1989. This will be one you will
not want to miss. Come early or stay
late as tours will be available to Grand
Canyon, Red Rock Country of
Sedona, ogales Old Mexico and
other fascinating places of interest at
unbelievable prices.

See center insert for registration information.

Stolen Birds Alert
Sad news to report - on December

11th, '88, during the late hours of
night, valuable birds were stolen from
Val Cooper, Kissimmee, Florida.
Please be alert to the following spe­
cies and notify Val, (407) 847-3281
business, or (813) 421-2661 resi­
dence, if you have any information.

Yellow crowned Amazon, sis male,
untamed

Double yellow-headed Amazon, 12
years old, named "Cadillac"

Yellow naped Amazon, '88 import
Red fronted macaw, sis 4 year old

female
Congo African grey, speaks English

and Japanese, named "Ahmey"
Orange-winged Amazon, domestic

raised, 5 months old, still being hand
fed

Timneh African grey pair, sis,
female is import banded

Blue fronted Amazon, mature
Moluccan cockatoo.
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