Feather
Sexing

by Bil Parker
Santa Fe, New Mexico
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Vivigen, Inc. of Santa Fe, New
Mexico, the world’s largest human
cytogenetics laboratory, has also
developed a cytogenetic method for
determination of sex in avian species,
and has been commercially ‘‘sexing
birds’’ since early 1987. This method
of sex determination for birds devel-
oped from the technology already
available for the detection of chromo-
some abnormalities in humans.

A b . . Basically, cells are extracted from
Towel the bird in upright position and find the regenerated blood feathers. blood feather pulp, grown in tissue
Expose the featber for barvesting. culture, harvested, and specially

stained to reveal the chromosomes.
The method is 100% accurate, pro-
viding the sample is properly har-
vested and promptly sent to the lab.
Haruvest the feather with a clean instrument. Vivigen, Inc. has, as of January 1,
i i ' 1989, passed the avian genetic labora-
tory to Bil Parker who, with Dr. Carll
Goodpasture and Gustavo Seluja, was
instrumental in the original develop-
ment of the “‘Bird Lab’’ at Vivigen.
The new name for the company is
AVIGEN and is located at the Vivigen
facility at 550 St. Michael’s Drive,
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501.

Chromosome testing for sex deter-
mination is available to the avicultur-
ist wishing a non-invasive alternative
to surgical sexing. AVIGEN supplies
all submission materials and instruc-
tions. Results are available in 5 to 10
days following receipt of samples.
The good news is the price for testing
has dropped. For further information
contact Bil Parker at AVIGEN at the
above address, or call Bil at (505)
984-8720.

In the face of increasing re-
strictions of certain species being
imported or exported and the risks of
surgical sexing, AVIGEN offers
another logical alternative for pairing
our precious parrots to ensure their
future in aviculture. ®
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Commercial Members

American Bird Company, Kaytee Products, Inc., Chilton, WI
. Falls Church, VA Kellogg, Inc., Milwaukee, W
Animal Crackers, Greendale, W Lowcountry Parrot Jungle, Ravenel, SC
Avicultural Breeding & Research Center, ~ Magnolia Bird Farm, Anaheim, CA
/ Loxahatchee, FL Michael’s Bird Paradise, Inc.,
" Bird & Board, Orange, CA Riviera Beach, FL
Birds of Paradise, Houston, TX Nekton U.S.A., Inc., Clearwater, FL
Birdcraft, Inc., Coconut Grove, FL Parrot Jungle, Inc., Miami, FL
Burke’s Birds, San Bernardino, CA Pet Farm, Inc., Miami, FL
Country Critters, Ltd., Medford, NY Petland — White Flint Plaza,
Crofton Animal Hospital, Kensington, MD
Gambrills, MD Reliable Protein Products,
East Coast Aviaries, Inc., Studio City, CA
Conway, SC Rolf C. Hagen, Inc., St. Laurent,
. Fins, Furs, 'n Feathers, Quebec, Canada
; Boca Raton, FL Scarlet Oak Aviaries, Glenwillow, OH
Hagen Avicultural Research Tammy’s Landing, Kernville, CA
Institute, Rockwood, The Birdman Aviary, Bordheadsville, PA
Ontario, Canada The Bird Marketplace, Portland, OR
John Ball Zoological Park, The Seed Factory, Modesto, CA

70% alcobol is used for cleaning instruments

G Verisihp IOOT Bl IT Bl BN DesitHg, Grand Rapids, MI Wilson’s Parrots, Alexandria, VA

NORSHORE PETS

A collection of the finest supplieﬂs

available for your birds. s

DISCOUNT PRICES
ABBA Products, Kellogg. Lyric, Scarlett, Silver Song, LaFeber,
Nekton, Rich Health, Prevue/ Hendryx, Hoei, Fritz, Super Pet, Lustar,
Duro-lite, Mardel, General Cage, Viobin (REX Wheat Germ Oil)

CATALOG $2.00, refundable with first order
Books e Nets e Feeders e Stands e Cages e Seeds e Nest boxes e Vitamins
Pick up or shipped U.PS.
P.O.Box 271 e 6206 South Route 23, Marengo, lllinois 60152

815/ 568-6732 i
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Place the harvested blood feather in
the media-filled transport tube.




