Raising Hawk-headed Parrots: o e wenin theytheew

noises.” She has doubts, however, as

More Questions than Answers to whether this pair will ever breed
) due to their extreme nervousness.
by Sherry Rind She fed her Hawkheads the same

Redmond, Washington diet as she gives all her hookbills: a

mix of several kinds of seeds and pel-
lets and fresh fruits and vegetables
daily. As with Amazons, their favor-
ites are grapes, corn on the cob, and
apples. They never chewed much on
their nest box but, when coming into
breeding condition, they begin to
devour the succulent plants in the
greenhouse, such as aloe and Christ-
mas cactus. Anna has never seen
them mate but the sound they make
is unmistakable, a certain high-
pitched squeal they make at no other
time, totally different from the
sounds her other birds make.

Maggie and Jiggs laid their first eggs
at about age eight in 1989. The three

When Anna Colbeck purchased a
young pair of Hawk-headed Parrots
nearly ten years ago, she thought to
herself, ‘“This pair is going to breed.”
Not long out of quarantine, they
were wild but not frightened of
people, having been partially hand
fed but not socialized as pets. Due
to their mostly brown foreheads
streaked with white, they are possi-
bly of the subspecies Deroptyus
accipitrinus fuscifrons (according to
the description in Forshaw’s Parrots !
of the World). Hawk-headed Parrot babies do not

She named them Maggie and Jiggs show color in their feathers at three
and, not having a cage ready at the weeks of age.
time, released them into an 80 by 30

Weight Charts for Hawk-heads eggs were unfertile but the birds

iz?;a%;i%ngggfcs{wnrclzreTt}?:K‘ hafc & Hatched 1991 dhoublc-clu;chefd tzllftc:li Shi removed
) " " iven at intervals althou, the eggs and, of this clutch, one was

Zhapccll] . ?OX, about 18 by 24 (iifds were wel'gilfed dailyg)h fertileg.g Since this was their first ven-
me:l?c, aagl?lgni crg;ndzgg-ggg;gigﬁggsz First Hawkhead ture at being parents, she left the
strangers who enter the greenhouse Date Age in Days  Ounces chic;k with tt}em. They apparently
coming close enough to touch thé 8/25 1 .02 decided the diet she offered was not
8/30 6 .06 good enough and got into a part of

people with their wingtips, making
them duck. When Anna comes in
with the food buckets, they come
down to investigate what’s for din-
ner; otherwise they keep to them-

3/5 12 the greenhouse where a foam spa
cover was kept. Feeding the baby bits
of foam, they killed it.

The following year, 1990, they laid

again in the dry summer months

9/10 17
9/15 22
9/21 28

9/25 32

W ® UM s W e e
o N N ® ® o ® o

Photos by Anna Colbeck

selves. 9/30 37 i ifi
When Anna attempted to put e Sesty. This time, of two cggs, one
another pair in a cage in the same 10/8 45 f'rt'l Taki ’ 00 cha gg ’An a
building, Maggie and Jiggs flew at the Died--calciun in kidneys wafl 3 I}f ) ba l;ng odcf ; e I: Kk "
cage, harrassing the new birds. The Second Clutch puifer Loe Raby and IcC it Laxe §
. . handfeeding formula, her formula of
second pair, nervous birds that 225 #214 #224 choice for her many varieties of
plucked each other, were moved sete ase weint  pate age weigne  pate age weiont hookbills. The frustrati):)n still sounds
from a flight cage to a smaller one _oct. oct. Nov. . e s 1 i Tr i
. in Anna’s voice as she said, ‘It didn’t
measuring about 5 by 4 by 5 feet. » 1 o- o - open its eyes until it was Sb days old
They liked that one,” said Anna, %wi’ e :m' T o :OV' T o There were no pinfeathers until 40
; 5 10 ous T 1o 1 S o days. I took it to the vet but the tests
T 215 a0 o1 1e were too stressful. It died at 65 days
18 21 2.6 18 21 4.0 18 18 3.2 of malnutrition.”” An aviculturalist
24 27 4.6 24 27 6.0 24 24 5.2 who handfeeds hundreds of babies,
30 33 6.4 00 33 7.6 30 30 6.6 Anna is accustomed to the inevitable
Dec. bec. Dec. losses that occur; but this was the
4 37 7.8 4 37 8.4 4 34 7.4 first loss to malnutrition.
7 a0 7.8 7 a0 8.6 73 7. What was it these Hawkheads
WEIGHT NOW MEASURED IN GRAMS needed that others did not? Anna
1z 45 235 1245 230 12 42 245 read and re-read eveything she could
17 50 235 1750 225 1747 250 find about them but there was not —
22 %5 240 22 55 230 22 52 250 and still isn’t — much material. It was
s s o0 a0 57 e not until Dr. Imelda J. Santos’ article
: j“‘"’ — gor: Jan. appeared in the Aug./Sept. 1991
i oo oo o Watchbird that Anna found the nutri-

i + " ! ' ks
ndfed Hawk-headed Parrots can be 1 75 210 1 9% 208 1 73 e . ¢ v

quite tame, often showing their colorful |, a high percentage of protein in a

crown. This youngster is three months e 50 a1 e 50 auo e s e handfeeding formula will cause prob-

of age. lems in other species, it is a necessity

tional information she needed. While

210 16 80 205 16 77 230

4 August / September 1992




vou deserve the best...

Variety 36 newly formulated Vita-Vittle treats for birds and small animals.

Freshness Fresh-Pack™ technology guarantees an insect-free environment for 2 full
years.

Nutrition Only L/M Vita-Vittle nutritional treats, provides a complete vitamin, mineral
and guaranteed analysis on every canister label.

Taste Our special formulated flavors and aromas are a tasteful delight!

Packaging Look for our award-winning bright red packages now with a “touch of gold.”

Pleasant Plain, Ohio 45162
1-800-332-5623

CE TR



*63!(’00

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE

Dedicated to conservation of bird wildlife through encouragement of captive breeding programs, scientific research, and education of the general public.

1992 OFFICERS

JACK CLINTON-EITNIEAR, President (512) 828-5306

CHUCK SAFFELL, 1st Vice President (813) 722-0997
VICKI FLETCHER, Chief Financial Officer (206) 841-2705

JERI WRIGHT, 2nd Vice President (206) 838-9802
LINDA SUN, Executive Secretary (714) 688-4907

LEGAL COUNSEL VICE PRESIDENT e LEGISLATIVE
AFA office, P.0. Box 56218, Phoenix, AZ 85079-6218 / (602) 484-0931/ FAX (602) 484-0109

MEMBER NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
American Cockatiel Society, Inc. ¢ Avicultural Society of America

Gold Triangle Parrot Club, Canada « International Aviculturist Society * International Dove Society « International Softbill Society

Society of Parrot Breeders and Exhibitors * World Parrot Trust

Northeastern Region

Denise Cabral, regional vice pres.
(508) 586-3293

CONNECTICUT

State coordinator:

Gustave Seshorst (203) 745-3697

Connecticut Association for
Avicuiture, Inc.

Rose City Hookbili Society

MAINE
State coordinator:
Sheryl L. Adams (207) 727-5633

MASSACHUSETTS
State coordinator:
Roger 0'Connell (617) 899-8523
Boston Cockatie! Society, Inc.
Boston Saciety for Aviculture, Inc.
Exotic Cage Bird Society of
New England
Massachusetts Cage Bird
Assaciation, Inc.
Northeastern Avicultural Society
Western New England Cage Bird

NEW HAMPSHIRE

State coordinator:

Susan Fellows (603) 887-4930
Birds of a Feather Avicultural Society
New Hampshire Avicultural Society

NEW YORK

State coordinator:

Barbara Heck (518) 766-2778

Broome County Caged Bird Club

Buffalo Hookbill Association

Finger Lakes Cage Bird Association

Greater Rochester Hookbill
Association

RHODE ISLAND
State coordinator:

-

VERMONT
State coordinator:
Peter Lowry (802) 754-6494

Mid-Atlantic Region

Tom Marshall, regional vice. pres.
(703) 777-3252

DELAWARE
State coordinator:
Nancy Selz (302) 798-8625

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

State coordinator:

Thomas Marshall (703) 777-3252
National Capitol Bird Ciub

MARYLAND

State coordinator:

Brad Clark (301) 242-8471
Delmarva Cage Bird Club
Maryland Cage Bird Society, Inc.

NEW JERSEY

State coordinator:

Vicki Clark (609) 395-7208
Feather Fancier’s Society

PENNSYLVANIA

State coordinator:

Debra Foote (814) 967-2866
Anthracite Bird Club

Central Pennsylvania Cage Bird Club
Chester County Bird Breeders
Delaware Valley Bird Club

Erie Cage Bird Club

Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society
Philadelphia Avicultural Society
Tri-County Bird Club

VIRGINIA

State coordinator:

Dawn Kopt (703) 594-3841

Blue Ridge Caged Bird Society

Commonwealth Avicultural Society

Parrot Breeders Association of
Virginia

The Aviary Bird Club of Central
Virginia

Tri-State Bird Club & Foundation

WEST VIRGINIA

State coordinator:

Southeastern Region

Morgan Knox, regional vice pres.
(407) 892-0643

ALABAMA

State coordinator:

Charles Reaves (205) 892-0015
Bi-State Aviculture Association
Central Alabama Aviculture Society

FLORIDA (NORTH)

State coordinator:

Mary Glep (407) 892-1837

Central Florida Bird Breeders
Association

Emerald Coast Avian Society

Exotic Bird Club of Florida

Gainsville Bird Fanciers

Gulf Coast Bird Club

Imperial Bird Club

Jacksonville Avicultural Society

South-west Florida Bird Club

Suncoast Avian Society

Sunshine State Cage Bird
Society, Inc.

Treasure Coast Exotic Bird Club

West Florida Avian Society, Inc.

FLORIDA (SOUTH)

State coordinator:

Kathleen Harring (305) 258-2377
Cage Bird Club of Charlotte County
Gold Coast All Bird Club

Greater Brandon Avian Society
Parrot Society of South Florida

MEMBER CLUBS

GEORGIA

State coordinator:

Mimi Shepherd, DVM
(404) 248-8977

KENTUCKY

State coordinator:

Thomas B. Angel, Jr., DVM **
(606) 371-4929

Kentuckiana Bird Society

MISSISSIPPI

State coordinator:

Maurice 0. Hinton (601) 857-5168

South Mississippi Cage Bird
Society

NORTH CAROLINA

State coordinator:

Bob Beech (919) 855-8292

Charlotte Metrolina Cage Bird
Society

Raleigh-Durham Caged Bird Society

PUERTO RICO
Coordinator:
David Negron (809) 251-11563

SOUTH CAROLINA

State coordinator:

Ted Stephens (803) 279-3374

Palmetto Cage Bird Club of
Anderson

South Carolina Bird Buddies

TENNESSEE

State coordinator:

Wanda Elder (901) 853-9988

Cage Bird Club of Northeast
Tennessee

Greater Mempbhis Bird Club

Middle Tennessee Cage Bird Club

Tennessee Valley Exotic Bird Club

VIRGIN ISLANDS
State coordinator:

*

Mid-Eastern Region

Starr Kirchhoff, reglonal vice pres.
(616) 327-3399

ILLINOIS

State coordinator:

Bonnie Doane (708) 223-2117
Avian insights Bird Club

INDIANA

State coordinator:

Nicole Vander Heyden, DVM
(317) 786-1826

Central Indiana Cage Bird

Kentuckiana Cage Bird Club

MICHIGAN

State coordinator:

Bob Smith (517) 764-5170

Ann Arbor Cage Bird Club
B.EAAK.S.

Capital Feathered Wings Bird Club
Great Lakes Avicultural Society
Motor City Bird Breeders, Inc.
Town & Country Feathered Friends

OHIO

State coordinator:

John Wathen (614) 965-2667
Golden Crescent Cage Bird Club

WISCONSIN

State coordinator:

David Bluma (414) 554-8432
Avian Insights Bird Club
Kenosha Exotic Bird Club
Wisconsin Cage Bird Club, Inc.

North Central Region

James McCabe, regional vice pres.

(612) 753-5241

IOWA

State coordinator:

Randy Karg (712) 542-4190
Mid-America Cage Bird Society

MINNESOTA

State coordinator:

Steve Estebo (612) 432-4758

Minnesota Companion Bird
Association

NEBRASKA
State coordinator:

Greater Omaha Cage Bird Society

NORTH DAKOTA
State coordinator:

Dakota Feather and Fur Club

SOUTH DAKOTA

State coordinator:

Royce King (605) 393-1720
Black Hills Cage Bird Club

South Central Region

Paddy Lambert, regional vice pres.

(314) 962-8186

ARKANSAS
State coordinator:
Carol Hoerres (501) 839-2948

KANSAS

State coordinator:

Hal Prester (316) 788-4505 **
Kansas Avicultural Society, Inc.

LOUISIANA

State coordinator:

Gene Broussard (318) 261-1290
Gulf South Bird Club, Inc.

MISSOURI

State coordinator:

Carter Atwood (816) 987-3907

Gateway Parrot Club

Greater Kansas City Avicultural
Society

Missouri Cage Bird Association

OKLAHOMA

State coordinator:

Richard Bewley, (918) 369-2580
Bird Fanciers of Oklahoma, Inc.

TEXAS (NORTH)

State coordinator:

Tom Squyres (817) 244-4126
Dallas Cage Bird Society

Fort Worth Bird Club

TEXAS (SOUTH)

State coordinator:

Daniel Gonzalez (512) 233-4613
Alamo Exhibition Bird Club

Plano Exotic Birds Association

Northwestern Region

Ron Sweere, regional vice pres.
(503) 324-2473

ALASKA
State coordinator:
Jim Bauman (907) 344-0623 **

IDAHO
State coordinator:
Wayne Tracy (208) 467-2082

MONTANA
State coordinator:
June Richeter (406) 866-3537

OREGON

State coordinator:

Ron Sweere (503) 324-2473
Emerald Exotic Bird Club
Mid Oregon Bird Club
Northwest Bird Club

Rose City Exotic Bird Club

WASHINGTON

State coordinator:

Natalie Weiss (206) 927-6983

Jerl Wright, legisiative lialson
(206) 838-9802

Avicultural Society of Puget Sound

Avis Northwest Bird Club

Cascade Canary Breeders Assoc.

Greater Spokane Avicultural Society

Northwest Exotic Bird Society

South Sound Exotic Bird Society

Washington Budgerigar Society, Inc.

H
#

6 August / September 1992




Western Region

Gary Clifton, reglonal vice pres.
(602) 946-1304

ARIZONA

State coordinator:

Michelle Rietz (602) 433-9940
Arizona Avian Breeders Assoc.
Arizona Aviculture Society
Arizona Seed Crackers Society
Avicultural Society of Tucson
Yuma-Imperial Exotic Bird Club

COLORADO

State coordinator:

Jolynn Chappell (303) 223-7280

Colorado Cage Bird Association

Front Range Avian Society

Rocky Mountain Society of
Aviculture, Inc.

NEVADA

State coordinator:

Robert Gibson (702) 645-7608
Las Vegas Avicultural Society

NEW MEXICO

State coordinator:

Kelly Tucker (505) 298-3876
New Mexico Bird Club

UTAH

State coordinator:

Rex Kennedy (801) 571-6183
Avicultural Society of Utah
Utah Pheasant Society

WYOMING
State coordinator:
*

Northern California
Region

Donna Tondreault, regional v.p.
{916) 334-1676

CALIFORNIA (NORTH)
State coordinator:
Joanne Abramson
(707) 964-4380
Aviary Association of Kern
Aviculture Association of
San Francisco
Butte County Bird Club

Capitol City Bird Society

Central California Avian Society
Central Coast Avicultural Society
Coastal Avian Society

Contra Costa Avian Society
Foothill Bird Fanciers

Monterey Bay Cage Bird Club
Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Redwood Exotic Bird Society
Santa Clara Valley Bird Club
Western Bird Breeders Society

HAWAII

State coordinator:

Robin Haeffner-Matos
(808) 672-9966

Southern California
Region

Aletta M. Long, regional v.p.
(213) 596-7429

CALIFORNIA (SOUTHERN)

SAN DIEGO AREA:

State coordinator:

Mike Morrison (619) 466-4999

Finch Society of San Diego County

Hookbill Hobbyists of Southern
California

North County Aviculturists

San Diego County Bird Breeders
Association

San Diego County Canary Club

San Diego County Game Bird
Breeders

CALIFORNIA (SOUTHERN)

LOS ANGELES AREA:

State coordinator:

Jami Kennedy (805) 296-4451

California Game Breeders
Association

Hi Desert Bird Club

Long Beach Bird Breeders

Norco Valley Bird Breeders

Orange County Bird Breeders

Santa Barbara Bird Club

South Bay Bird Club

Valley of Paradise Bird Club

Ventura County Bird Club

West Valley Bird Society

* Position open —contact regional vice president if interested
** Indicates 2 year term has been fulfilled. If no new interested party
comes forward and indicates a desire to serve, incumbent remains in

position.

For information about contacting any of these member clubs,
please call that club’s state coordinator.

SCHEDULE FOR
AFA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS
Mark these dates and plan to attend!

AFA CONVENTION 1992
Miami, Florida
August 2 - 6, 1992

AFA Board of Directors Meeting
Saturday, August 1
6 p.m. - 12 midnight
Imperial Room IV

AFA House of Delegates Meeting
Sunday, August 2
6p.m.-10p.m.
Champagne Room

for Hawkheads. Dr. Santos wrote
from Jurong Bird Park in Singapore
and the exact diet she fed the birds
could not be duplicated here. Anna
decided to mix equal proportions of
Gerber’s Hi-Protein cereal, Kaytee
Exact handfeeding formula, IAM’s
dry cat food, and a bit of additional
bone meal and vitamins, using Pedia-
lite for the liquid.

The birds laid their usual three eggs
in July, 1991. Anna pulled all three
for incubation. One hatched on
August 25. When it was 43 days old,
it vomited its mid-day feeding. When
it vomited a second time, Anna called
her avian vet and took the baby in the
following day for tests. It died that
night; the necropsy showed calcified
kidneys and liver failure. The parents
laid again, with all three eggs hatch-
ing at the end of October, 1991. (See
tables.)

Using the same diet without the
bone meal and vitamins, Anna fed the
chicks hourly around the clock for
the first three days. Then she fed
them every two hours, again around
the clock. At 33 days she put them on
a schedule of feedings at 6 a.m.,
10 a.m., 2 p.m.,6 p.m., 10 p.m. and 2
a.m. until weaning. At about 46 days,
a chick vomited. With nothing to go
on but guesswork, Anna cut back the
amount of protein in the feed, adding
some Lake’s formula plus commer-
cial baby food fruits and vegetables.
In a few days, the vomiting stopped.
It would seem that Hawkheads need
extra protein only until a certain
point in their development but
exactly how much protein and how
to pinpoint the time at which to
reduce it still needs to be determined.

Like her other birds, the chicks
weaned onto fruits, vegetables,
seeds, and cereals such as Cheerios.
They were weaned at three and a half
months of age but, at four months,
they still get a token bit of formula
when she feeds other babies in the
nursery, in order to keep them
friendly and accustomed to people.

Anna noted a few things about
Hawkhead behavior that she has not
heard about from anyone else. The
youngsters are very aggressive to the
other birds in the nursery. If let loose
together, they will hit the other birds
with their feet to bring them to the
ground, just as hawks do with their
prey. The only other birds they will
semi-tolerate are a clutch of Blue-
headed Pionus that they shared a
brooder with for a time (due to lack
of space).

Maggie and Jiggs laid a third, out of
season, clutch in February, 1992,
which is in the incubator at the time
of this writing. Anna speculates that
this clutch may be due to our having
an unusually mild winter. Like the
other clutches, this one consists of
three eggs. The eggs laid by this pair
are shaped differently from all her
other hookbill eggs. They are more of
a full oval than an egg shape, with
one side that is almost flat. Anna calls
them cashew shaped, but without
the curve of a cashew. She is not sure
if this is normal for Hawkheads. On
the other hand, this odd shape could
be the cause of the difficulty one bird
in the summer clutch had. It was per-
haps too large for the egg and
hatched out with a crooked spine. It
could not sit up but lay on its back.
Because of its position, the crop
developed on only one side (see #225
on chart).

When the chick was 17 days old,
Anna put it in a small, straight-sided
glass just bigger than the bird. It
could no longer flop onto its back
but was forced to sit straight, like a
normal chick. First the crop began to
normalize. Then the bird pulled its
legs forward and let its head go for-
ward. Three days later, at the age of
20 days, it was able to sit up normally
on its own. Anna left it in the glass for
a few more days just to be sure.
There is now no difference between
this one and the other two active,
feisty Hawkheads.

Anna usually keeps track of her
chicks’ weight in ounces but, realiz-
ing more accuracy would be needed,
she switched to grams part-way
through the Hawkheads’ develop-
ment. Rather than do the conver-
sions, and introduce more inaccura-
cies, I have recorded the charts as
they are.

“‘I have all kinds of questions,”
Anna says. ‘“Who else is breeding
Hawkheads? What are their diets?
What are their weights? Why are
these eggs shaped so oddly?”’ She
asks that anyone with experience
breeding Hawkheads call her to share
information. Her number is (206)
483-5257, Pacific Coast time. A
responsible aviculturalist, she will
not sell the three youngsters for pets
but wants to trade them for unrelated
breeding stock. ‘It was a long wait,”
she says with a smile, ‘‘over eight
years.”” I have a hunch she would
have persevered for another eight, if
that’s what it took to breed these
birds. @
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