
Two Polytelis as Pets

mixed aviary. They delight in grass
bundles, picked flowers, greens and
seeds offered in flat pie pans, logs,
crumbly material, and driftwood play
items encourage them to actively
explore and taste, though most seem
to chew little. After such a journey
around their grounds, capped off by
a playful bobbing and mumbling to
their reflection in a stainless seed
cup, one will spot them drowsily
tucking their head behind a wing and
settling in for a nap - while the rest
of the aviary parrots scream and carry
on around them. Sometimes I worry
that the Princess Parakeets are not
feeling well because they seem to
fluff their feathers and doze often and
at the oddest times.

In the liVing room, our two pets,
Hansel and Gretel, would have a
morning run around legs of furniture
picking at tufts of carpet or the like.
They sometimes will hop or jump-flap
about as if chasing their tails, uttering
little squeals of delight. Desert birds
by nature, Princess tend to avoid
excessive bathing; some must be
chased around with a spray bottle for
a weekly bath. Lyrae Perry, a noted
Southern California Australian para­
keet breeder, observed that young
Princess will use a water dish for
qUick dips, but that adults prefer
overhead misting systems which
they use, wings spread, much like
cockatiels. "Even the breeder Prin­
cess are friendly," she emphaSized,
"though they do not like being
touched with hands. They prefer to
pay a visit, beg for a nice goody and
be on their way."

There are exceptions, of course.
Male Princess are often bolder and
more demanding of attention from
their owners, flying to arms and
shoulders for a nuzzle as if to ask
"what entertainment do you offer
me now?" Males ar.e also the more
consistent vocalizers, having attrac­
tive varieties of whistles, clicks, and
tweets to go with a tiny computer­
like voice. The learning of words
seems to depend upon each individ­
ual parrot's bond to its owner and the
amount of training, much as with
male cockatiels. The non-verbal com­
munication level is high, however.
Males will often greet their owner
with a flurry of bobbing and noise­
making much akin to their joyful
courting dance- tiny forehead
feathers fluffed, eye pupils flashing,
feet prancing back and forth side­
ways on the perch.

Such displays, along with their

from human workers or campsites.
As captive-reared, hand-fed babies;
these long-tailed clowns can be con­
sidered "sleepers" in the pet trade.

They are attractive, qUiet, non­
destructive and non-aggressive addi­
tions to any home or aviary; and in
fact may become avian companions
to single cockatiels, budgies, pyrr­
hura conures or gentle, small parrots.

There is a growing trend in the pet
bird trade across the U.S. these days.
It is a move toward keeping hand-fed
psittacines in full-flight natural envir­
onments in the home-be it an aviary,
bird room, greenhouse or outdoor
summer walk-in cage. Many times the
choice of avian species for these
environments are those hookbills
which acqUire an independent atti­
tude after weaning and demand little
hands-on affection from their
owners. They are often kept in un­
related pairs and may breed, literally,
in full view of their keepers.

As these parrots do not fit any of
the "cuddle-bunny" categories, they
allow the pet owner freedom from
responsibility for prOViding full
touch and petting input for the bird
and freedom to have an expanded
collection of psittacines without neg­
lecting any single pet. Princess of
Wales and Rock Pebbler Parakeets fit
delightfully into this category of avi­
cultural pet.

Princess of Wales, commonly
called Princess Parakeets, are sleek,
pastel packages of avian personality
which will naturally pitty-pat around
the floor CUriously peering into every
corner and sampling bits of grit,
spilled seed or fluff. In fact, many of
them seem to prefer hanging out
with the doves on the ground of a
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Incredible variety of
Imported and Domestic

Hookbills, Finches, Doves
and more.

Ship to your nearest airport.
Call for current availability
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We buy birds from local breeders.
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Amongst the Australian parakeets,
the Princess of Wales and the Rock
Pebbler have a reputation for peace­
ful personality and trust of humans
which has allowed them to carve out
a distinctive niche in the American
pet market.

Even in the wild where especially
the Princess can be elusive and diffi­
cult to spot, reports confirm that
these species may indulge in enter­
taining antics only a stone's throw

P. O. Box 651,
Yorba Linda, CA 92686

(714) 996-BIRD
or (714) 996-6740

FAX - (714) 996-7004
QUALITY BIRDS
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THE NEW AVICULTURE EVENT OF 1993.

•

Discount Air Travel.
call (800) FLY CHEAP Account #33

Fluker Far_s
1-800-735-8537

Ba..on Rouge Louisiana

Admission $4.50
(Children under 10 $2.50)

Serving satisfied customers since 1957
Year..Round, Nationwide Shipping

Guaranteed Live Delivery

For booth rental information. contact:
IRBA. P.O. Box 85152-279. San Diego. CA 92186

(800)497-3550 FAX(619)295-7129
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~ , May 1st & 2nd, 1993

'tNAJ;~ THE LARGEST
V tvr" DISPLAY OF

for CAPTIVE BRED BIRDS

SHOW &SALE ON THE WEST COAST
Featuring. ..

spoon-fed lovebirds. cockatiels. parrots. macaws and
cockatoos. plus finches. canaries. parakeets. all bird supplies including books.

custom cages. perches. toys. seeds and supplements.

Meet. ..
some of the top bird breeders in the Southwest.

Our Success Is No Fluke!

extremely keen flight skills, make
these Australians a joy to watch
when given plenty of room to
actively maneuver. Their intelligent
direct flying habits make them per­
fect parrots to negotiate inside take­
offs and landings without stumbling
or crashing into glass windows and
unstable perch spots.

Rock Pebbler Parakeets are nearly
unkown in America's retail bird
shops. Few seem to be bred in
the U.S.; even fewer reach private
homes as pets. At this stage, we
encourage the keeping of hand-fed
Rock Pebblers in unrelated pairs to
encourage reproduction. When their
numbers and availability increase,
new pet buyers are in for a pleasant
surprise.

Larger in body size than the Prin­
cess, Rock Pebblers are more subtly
colored in green, olive and yellow.
The eastern race is distinctively
brighter on chest and wing but is by
far the harder to locate and acqUire.

"Smokers," as these parrots are
called in the Australian countryside,
are somewhat less high strung than
Princess parakeets. Ira Hertz of Bird
Jungle in Scarsdale, N.Y. may be cre­
dited with first recognizing and pro­
moting the desirable pet appeal of
these endearing Australians. "They
are very affectionate," he explained.
"My four birds are all over me for
attention, but they do show this
funny thing for fingers and toes, they
do not like to be pointed at," he said.

Hertz went on to tout the talking
capability of his preViously hand-fed
Rock Pebblers. "We have a male that
lives with a pet African Grey - and
out-talks the grey," he added.

Once again, however, the keeping
of these Australian parakeets in
groups of two or more may affect
their talking. Such circumstances
seem to produce more of the pleas­
ing whistles, ticks, bOWing squeaks
and natural sound for which this
genus is noted.

Rock Pebblers' ground habits are
slightly less pronounced than the
Princess. In the wilds, they are seen
often flying at greater heights. Their
hand-fed personalities seem to dote
on being noticed by their owners,
and some of the Pebbler's playful
mannerisms will bring delighted
laughter to any keeper's lips.

So, if it's a compatible psittacine
you seek which is guaranteed to
cause no trouble in home or aviary,
you might give these two gentle Aus­
tralian beauties a try.•
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Plan your summer vacation in Utah!
AFA Convention

Salt Lake City. Little America Hotel

August 3 - 8, 1993
(Tuesday thru Sunday)

Along with the many great speakers and exciting things to do,
you must visit the

TRACY AVIARY
and "Enjoy Fowl Language!"

For more than 50 years, Tracy Aviary has displayed the finest collection of birds in the
Intermountain Region for the enjoyment and education of the people of Utah. Today's
Tracy Aviary is better than ever before, with over 220 species of birds from six conti­
nents, including many native to Utah. Tracy Aviary takes conservation seriously, and the
breeding of rare and endangered species of birds is a major part of the work at the
Aviary. More than 30 different kinds of birds in the collection are listed as endangered.
The aviary is located in the southwest corner of Liberty Park in Salt Lake City, and is
open from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. during the winter, and 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. in summer.

A view of some of the attractive, spacious, well groomed aviaries on the
grounds ofTracy Avia11/, LibeTty Park, Salt Lake City, Utah.

Tracy Aviary is America's only public bird park, with more than 1,000 birds from around
the world on display in 16 wooded acres. Tracy Aviary's free-flying bird show, featuring
dozens of trained birds performing in the open, is presented every day except Mondays
during the summer, weekends spring and fall. Special events include the Nature Fair,
held the last weekend of August each year. Phone 596-5034.
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