
Ibis is a rarephotograph oj'the Echo Parakeet in the wild.

Field workers' living quarters on Mauritius.

Car/Jones is in~pecting nest boxes to beplaced in the natural habitat o.fthe Echo Parakeet.
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The
Echo

Parakeet
the world's

rarest parakeet

compiled by Judith Venning
Cornwall, United Kingdom

Recent successes in field manage­
ment of the Echo Parakeet are giving
hope for the future of this highly
endangered bird. The world's rarest
parrot struggles to survive in the
severely degraded forests on Mauri­
tius, a tropical island in the Indian
Ocean. The Echo Parakeet is confined
to a small patch of endemic forest
encroached upon by introduced
plants which are unsuitable for feed­
ing or nesting. Less than a dozen birds
still exist in the wild. The World Parrot
Trust, an environmental conservation
charity based in Cornwall, U,K" is par­
ticipating in a dual scheme to provide
conservation management to the wild
birds, while attempting to breed addi-
tional Echos in captivity for eventual
reintroduction to the forest. In addi­
tion to funds, the Trust has supplied a
four-wheeled-drive jeep to facilitate
transport of equipment to remote
areas of the forest. Much of the field
work and management is coordinated
by Welshman Carl Jones, who has
been responsible for the project since
he launched the rescue package in
1973.

Mauritius is 1,865 sq. km. and has a
population of over a million people.
When it was first discovered in the late
16th century, ebony forests and palm
savannahs covered the island. There
were giant tortoises, fruit bats and
many reptiles. There were between 30
to 40 unique species of bird including
six species of parrot. The most famous





AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE
Dedicated to conservation ofbird wildlife through encouragement of captive breeding programs, scientific research, and education of the general public.

1993 OFFICERS
JACK CLINTON-EITNIEAR, President (21 0) 828-5306

CHUCK SAFFELL, 1st Vice President(813) 722-0997 JERI WRIGHT, 2nd Vice President (206) 838-9802
q.~UIC09+ VICKI FLETCHER, Chief Financial Officer (206) 841-2705 LINDA SUN, Executive Secretary (714) 688-4907

"'.....~ LEGAL COUNSEL VICE PRESIDENT. LEGISLATIVE
~ ~~ : AFA office, P.O. Box 56218, Phoenix, Al. 85079-6218/ (602) 484-0931 / FAX (602) 484-0109

~~T\.! ~ ~ MEMBER NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
"'0 ~ .;:,.... American Cockatiel Society,lnc.• Avicultural Society 01 America

+' OF A"'(; Gold Triangle Parrot Club, Canada • International Aviculturist Society
Society 01 Parrot Breeders and Exhibitors • World Parrot Trust

MEMBER CLUBS
Northeastern Region NEW JERSEY GEORGIA MICHIGAN LOUISIANA

Denise Cabral, regional vice pres.
State coordinator: State coordinator: State coordinator: State coordinator:

Mimi Shepherd, DVM Bob Smllh (517) 764-5170 Gene Broussard (318) 261-1290(508) 586-3293 Central Jersey Bird Club (404) 248-8977 Ann Arbor Cage Bird Club Gulf South Bird Club, Inc.
CONNECTICUT Feather Fancier's Society KENTUCKY B.E.A.K.S. MISSOURI
State coordinator: PENNSYLVANIA State coordinator: Capital Feathered Wings Bird Club State coordinator:
Gustave Seehorst (203) 745-3697 State coordinator: Thomas B. Angel, Jr., DVM" Great Lakes Avicultural Society

Carter Atwood (816) 987-3907Connecticut Association lor Debra Foote (814) 967-2866 (606) 371-4929 Motor City Bird Breeders, Inc.
Gateway Parrot ClubAviculture, Inc. Anthracite Bird Club Central Kentucky Cage Bird Club North Oakland Cage Bird Club Greater Kansas City AviculturalRose City Hookbill Society Central Pennsylvania Cage Bird Club Kentuckiana Bird Society Town & Country Feathered Friends Society

MAINE Chester County Bird Breeders MISSISSIPPI OHIO Missouri Cage Bird Association
State coordinator: Delaware Valley Bird Club

State coordinator: State coordinator: OKLAHOMAErie Cage Bird Club
Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society Maurice O. Hinton (601) 857-5168 Golden Crescent Cage Bird Club State coordinator:

MASSACHUSETTS Philadelphia Avicultural Society South Mississippi Cage Bird Richard Bewley, (918) 369-2580
State coordinator: Tri-County Bird Club Society WISCONSIN Bird Fanciers 01 Oklahoma, Inc.
Roger O'Connell (617) 899-8523 NORTH CAROLINA State coordinator: Oklahoma Cage Bird Society
Boston Cockatiel Society, Inc. VIRGINIA

State coordinator: David Bluma (414) 554-8432 TEXAS (NORTH)Boston Society lor Aviculture, Inc. State coordinator: Avian Insights Bird Club
Exotic Cage Bird Society 01 Dawn Kopl (703) 594-3841 Bob Beech (919) 855-8292 Kenosha Exotic Bird Club State coordinator:

New England Blue Ridge Caged Bird Society Charlotte Metrolina Cage Bird Wisconsin Cage Bird Club, Inc.Society Dallas Cage Bird SocietyMassachusetts Cage Bird Commonwealth Avicultural Society
Raleigh-Durham Caged Bird Society Fort Worth Bird ClubAssociation, Inc. Parrot Breeders Association 01

Northeastern Avicultural Society Virginia PUERTO RICO North Central Region TEXAS (SOUTH)
Western New England Cage Bird The Aviary Bird Club 01 Central Coordinator:

James McCabe, regional vice pres.
State coordinator:

Virginia David Negron (809) 251·1153 Daniel Gonzalez (512) 233-4613NEW HAMPSHIRE Tri-State Bird Club & Foundation (612) 753-5241 Alamo Exhibition Bird ClubState coordinator: SOUTH CAROLINA
IOWA Gulf Coast Gamebird BreedersSusan Fellows (603) 887-4930 WEST VIRGINIA State coordinator:
State coordinator: Plano Exotic Birds AssociationBirds 01 aFeather Avicultural Society State coordinator: Ted Stephens (803) 279-3374

Triangle Bird Breeders ClubNew Hampshire Avicultural Society Palmetto Cage Bird Club of
Mid-America Cage Bird SocietyAnderson Northwestern RegionNEW YORK South Carolina Bird Buddies MINNESOTAState coordinator: Southeastern Region State coordinator: Ron Sweere, regional vice pres.Barbara Heck (518) 766·2778 TENNESSEE

Broome County Caged Bird Club Morgan Knox, regional vice pres. State coordinator: Steve Estebo (612) 432-4758 (414) 757-2473
Buffalo Hookbill Association (407) 892-0643 Wanda Elder (901) 853-9988 Minnesota Companion Bird ALASKA
Capital District Cage Bird Club Cage Bird Club 01 Northeast Association State coordinator:ALABAMACentral New York Caged Bird Club

State coordinator: Tennessee NEBRASKA Jim Bauman (907) 344-0623 ••
Finger Lakes Cage Bird Association

Charles Reaves (205) 892-0015
Greater Memphis Bird Club State coordinator: IOAHOGreater Rochester Hookbill Middle Tennessee Cage Bird Club

Association Bi-State Aviculture Association Tennessee Valley Exotic Bird Club Greater Omaha Cage Bird Society State coordinator:
Central Alabama Aviculture Society Wayne Tracy (208) 467-2082

RHODE ISLAND FLORIDA (NORTH) VIRGIN ISLANDS NORTH DAKOTA MONTANAState coordinator: State coordinator: State coordinator:. State coordinator: . State coordinator:
Mary Glep (407) 892-1837 Dakota Feather and Fur Club June Rlcheter (406) 866-3537

VERMONT Central Florida Bird Breeders Mid·Eastern Region OREGONState coordinator: Association SOUTH DAKOTA State coordinator:Peler Lowry (802) 754-6494 Emerald Coast Avian Society Starr Klrchholl, regional vice pres. State coordinator: Ron Sweere (414) 757-2473Exotic Bird Club 01 Florida (616) 327-3399 Royce King (605) 393-1720 Birds Exotic All Bird Club
Mid·Atlantic Region Gainsville Bird Fanciers ILLINOIS Black Hills Cage Bird Club Emerald Exotic Bird ClubGulf Coast Bird Club
Tom Marshall, regional vice. pres. Imperial Bird Club State coordinator: Mid Oregon Bird Club

(703) 777-3252 Jacksonville Avicultural Society Bonnie Doane (708) 223-2117 South Central Region Northwest Bird Club

South-west Florida Bird Club Avian Insights Bird Club Rose City Exotic Bird Club
DELAWARE Suncoast Avian Society West Suburban Caged Bird Club Paddy Lambert, regional vice pres. WASHINGTONState coordinator: Sunshine State Cage Bird INDIANA (314) 962·8186 State coordinator:Nancy Selz (302)798·8625 Society, Inc. State coordinator: ARKANSAS Natalie Weiss (206) 927·6983
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA Treasure Coast Exotic Bird Club Nicole Vander Heyden, DVM State coordinator: Jeri Wright, leglslalive liaison
State coordinator: West Florida Avian Society, Inc. (317) 786-1826 Carol Hoerres (501) 839-2948 (206)838-9802
Thomas Marshall (703) 777-3252 West Pasco Exotic Bird Club Central Indiana Cage Bird

KANSAS Avicultural Society 01 Puget Sound
National Capitol Bird Club FLDRIDA (SOUTH) Kentuckiana Cage Bird Club

State coordinator:
Avis Northwest Bird Club

MARYLAND State coordinator: Hal Prester (316) 788-4505 ••
Cascade Canary Breeders Assoc.
Greater Spokane Avicultural SocietyState coordinator: Kathleen Harring (305) 258-2377 NE Kansas Cage Bird Club Northwest Exotic Bird SocietyBrad Clark (301) 242·8471 Cage Bird Club 01 Charlotte County Kansas Avicultural Society, Inc. South Sound Exotic Bird SocietyDelmarva Cage Bird Club Gold Coast All Bird Club
Washington BUdgerigar Society, Inc.Maryland Cage Bird Society, Inc. Greater Brandon Avian Society

Parrot Society 01 South Florida

6 April / May 1993



For information about contacting any of these member clubs,
please call that club's state coordinator.

SCHEDULE FOR
AFA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS

Mark these dates and plan to attend!

• Position open - contact regional vice president if interested
•• Indicates 2year term has been fulfilled. If no new interested party

comes forward and indicates adesire to serve, incumbent remains in
position.

AFA Board of Directors Meeting
May 14 -16,1993
Hyatt-Crystal City
Washington, D.C.

(Meeting starts at 10 a.m. Friday, May 14th)

AFA CONVENTION 1993
August 3 - 8

(Tuesday thru Sunday)
Salt Lake City, Utah
Little America Hotel

pended in wire feeding baskets which
are especially designed to suit hungry
parakeets but dissuade rats, monkeys
and other bird species.

The Echos have great difficulty com­
peting with other species in their hunt
for suitable nesting holes, and their
eggs are often stolen by rats. After
much experimentation, Carl and his
team have recently perfected artificial
nest log cavities which are acceptable
to the Echos when positioned, with
some difficulty and precision, on cliff
faces and in tall trees. Parts of the
forest are also being cleared of intru­
sive exotic weeds and parakeets are
showing a marked preference for
colonizing these areas.

After consultation with the Jersey
Wildlife Preservation Trust, the Mauri­
tian government plans to designate
the forest in which the Echos dwell as
the island's first national park. Its pri­
mary purpose will be conservation.
However, the World Parrot Tmst anti­
cipates that support for "hands on"
conservation of the Echo Parakeet will
be required for many years.

At present there are four healthy
Echos in the aviaries, aged six to nine
months and developing well but as
yet unsexed. Future plans include the
research and creation of a new diet for
the Echos, which could produce a real
long-term benefit to the project and
may also help other species of parrot.
The New York Zoological Society and
the World Parrot Tmst are starting the
necessary analysis and development
of the new food.

Anyone who wants to support this
Echo Parakeet rescue plan is asked to
send a donation or £15.00 for a mem­
bership pack to the World Parrot Tust,
6G, Glanmor House, Hayle, Cornwall,
U.K.

Further information and photo­
graphs available from: Judith Venning,
David Woolcock or Mary Talbot
Rosevear, The World Parrot Trust,
Glanmor House, Hayle, Cornwall
TR27 4HY, U.K. Phone: 0736753365,
Fax: 0736 756438.•

bird of all was the dodo.
By 1972, large areas had been

cleared for tea plantations and others
for pine and softwood. A survey in
1976 found only 11 species of bird
and only one parrot species, the Echo
Parakeet. The island is now well
developed and little remains of the
native forest. The only sizable rem­
nant left is to be found in and around
the Black River Gorges, where the
parakeets live. The parakeets have a
range of about 60 sq. km. but most of
their time is spent in an area less
than half this size centered on the
Macchabe Forest.

In the early 1970s, there were about
50 Echo Parakeets, but following for­
est destruction in the mid '70s, their
numbers fell alarmingly, until by 1981
only ten birds were sighted.

Carl Jones and his fellow field work­
ers began to see results from their
research and breeding attempts
towards 1987. By 1990, they had
reared seven birds in captivity from
harvested eggs and chicks, and
observed nine new birds amongst the
wild population of some 20 birds.
Unfortunately, over two thirds of the
birds are male and the cause of this
imbalance is still unknown. Spare
males frequently fly in association
with established pairs of Echo Para­
keets.

Eggs are usually laid between Octo­
ber and December; two or three to a
clutch. Carl Jones and his team do not
want to upset the natural breeding of
the wild birds, so eggs or young are
only harvested from nests where the
birds have laid early in the season and
are likely to raise a second brood later
in the year.

Field studies show that plants on
which Echos feed are so scarce that
these green parakeets are exhausting
themselves foraging, leaving little
energy for breeding. Months of sup­
plemental feeding trials in the wild
have finally met with success. The
Echos can now feast on a selection of
readily available fruits and chiles sus-
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