
ing cages for several weeks to allow
the birds to acclitna te. They settled
down quickly, and we decided to pair
thein up and place thein in breeding
cages approxitnately 3 feet long by 2
feet high by 2 feet wide in our base­
Inent "tropical" birdrooln, with a 111ini­
InUln teinperature of 78°F and 70 to 80
percent hlunidity. They started nesting
altnost ilninediately, using hay and
burlap strands as nesting Inaterials,
stuffing theln i~to large, closed wicker
baskets.

We have noted an interesting habit
with the Peale's Parrot Finch. This is
the only parrot finch species in which
the birds feed each other.- This seeins
to work both ways - the cock feed­
ing the hen and the hen feeding the
cock. Also, the cock Peale's Parrot
Finch Inating dance is al1110st identical
to that of the cock Red-headed Parrot
Finch - little Inore than a bobbing up

Adult hen Peale's.

Recently we decided to itnport some
Peale's Parrot Finches (Erythrura
peaIii), a bird of undeniable beauty
and allure. We felt that with the uncer­
tainty of the quarantine laws and the
tightening of restrictions on the air­
lines, it was now or never.

We made an arrangement with a
good friend, Sigie Meyer, of SE Bird
and Supply, to bring in SOlne of these
birds, domestically bred in Europe.
You can itnagine our joy and exhilara­
tion when the day caIne when the
birds finally arrived in the United
States and quarantine had begun.

The days passed without incident
and we got a call froin Sigie saying the
birds were ready to be shipped. We
fully expected that there would be a
IninilnUln of hens, and SOlne of the
birds would be quite old. You can
itnagine our surprise when it turned
out that we had an equal nlllnber of
cocks and hens, all appearing to be
under two years of age.

These birds were set up in two hold-

(Erythrura peaIii)

by Carol Anne Calvin and Stash Buckley
Magnolia, New Jersey

Breeding the

Peale's
Parrot Finch

A typical Peale's breedingjlight, shOWing
heat light 'which Peale's enjoy after bathing,
and is also usefuljor some egg-laying hens.

Baby Peale's, showing close-up oj'tubercles.
Note the lack ofred between the eyes.

Adult cock Peale's, showing a nice an10unt
ofblue.
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AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE
Dedicated to conservation ofbird wildlife through encouragement of captive breeding programs, scientific research, and education of the general public.

1993 OFFICERS
LAURELLA DESBOROUGH, President (51 0) 372-6174

CHUCK SAFFELL, 1st Vice President (813) 722-0997 GARY CLIFTON, 2nd Vice President (602) 830-4920
DAVID SMITH, Chief Financial Officer (702) 482-3986 DIANA SKALSKY, Executive Secretary (407) 892-0643

LEGAL COUNSEL VICE PRESIDENT • LEGISLATIVE
AFA office, P.O. Box 56218, Phoenix, AZ 85079-6218 / (602) 484-0931 / FAX (602) 484-0109

MEMBER NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
American Cockatiel Society, Inc.• Avicultural Society of America

Gold Triangle Parrot Club, Canada • International Aviculturist Society
Society of Parrot Breeders and Exhibitors • World Parrot Trust

Northeastern Region
Linda Rubin, regional vice pres.

(612) 445-6854

CONNECTICUT
State coordinator:
Gustave Seehorst (203) 745-3697
Connecticut Association for

Aviculture, Inc.
Rose City Hookbill Society

MAINE
State coordinator:

MASSACHUSETTS
State coordinator:
Roger O'Connell (617) 899-8523
Boston Cockatiel Society, Inc.
Exotic Cage Bird Society of

New England
Massachusetts Cage Bird

Association, Inc.
Western New England Cage Bird

NEW HAMPSHIRE
State coordinator:
Susan Fellows (603) 887-4930
Birds of aFeather Avicultural Society

NEW YORK
State coordinator:
Barbara Heck (518) 766-2778
Broome County Caged Bird Club
Buffalo Hookbill Association
Capital District Cage Bird Club
Central New York Caged Bird Club
Finger Lakes Cage Bird Association
Greater Rochester Hookbill

Association
Northern New York Pet Bird Club

RHODE ISLAND
State coordinator:

VERMONT
State coordinator:
Peter Lowry (802) 754-6494

Mid-Atlantic Region
Kayla Snyder, regional vice. pres.

(215) 855-4463

DELAWARE
State coordinator:
Nancy Selz (302) 798-8625

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
State coordinator:
Thomas Marshall (703) 777-3252
National Capitol Bird Club

MARYLAND
State coordinator:
Brad Clark (301) 242-8471

NEW JERSEY
State coordinator:

Central Jersey Bird Club
Feather Fancier's Society

PENNSYLVANIA
State coordinator:
Debra Foote (814) 967-2866
Anthracite Bird Club
Central Pennsylvania Cage Bird Club
Erie Cage Bird Club
Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society
York Area Pet Bird Club

VIRGINIA
State coordinator:
Dawn Kopf (703) 594-3841
Blue Ridge Caged Bird Society
Commonwealth Avicultural Society
Parrot Breeders Association of

Virginia
The Aviary Bird Club of Central

Virginia
Tri-State Bird Club & Foundation

WEST VIRGINIA
State coordinator:

Southeastern Region
Rick Jordan, regional vice pres.

(305) 258-2373

ALABAMA
State coordinator:
Charles Reaves (205) 892·0015
Bird Club of Greater Birmingham
Central Alabama Aviculture Society

FLORIDA (NORTH)
State coordinator:
Mary Glep (407) 892-1837
American Cockatiel Society, Inc.
Central Florida Bird Breeders

Association
Emerald Coast Avian Society
Exotic Bird Club of Florida
Gainsville Bird Fanciers
Gulf Coast Bird Club
Heartland Avian Society
Imperial Bird Club
Jacksonville Avicultural Society
South-west Florida Bird Club
Suncoast Avian Society
Sunshine State Cage Bird

Society, Inc.
West Florida Avian Society, Inc.
West Pasco Exotic Bird Club

FLORIDA (SOUTH)
State coordinator:
Kathleen Harring (305) 258-2377
Cage Bird Club of Charlotte County
Gold Coast All Bird Club
Greater Brandon Avian Society
Parrot Society of South Florida
Treasure Coast Exotic Bird Club

MEMBER CLUBS
GEORGIA MICHIGAN LOUISIANA
State coordinator: State coordinator: State coordinator:
Mimi Shepherd, DVM Bob Smith (517) 764-5170 Gene Broussard (318) 261-1290

(404) 248-8977 Ann Arbor Cage Bird Club Gulf South Bird Club, Inc.
Aiken Bird Club B.E.AKS. MISSOURIGenesee County Avian Society Capital Feathered Wings Bird Club State coordinator:
KENTUCKY Mid-Michigan Bird Club Carter Atwood (816) 987-3907Motor City Bird Breeders, Inc.State coordinator: Saginaw Valley Bird Club Gateway Parrot Club
Thomas B. Angel, Jr., DVM·· Town & Country Feathered Friends Greater Kansas City Avicultural

(606) 371-4929 Society
Central Kentucky Cage Bird Club OHIO Missouri Cage Bird Association

MISSISSIPPI State coordinator: OKLAHOMA
State coordinator: Golden Crescent Cage Bird Club State coordinator:
Maurice O. Hinton (601) 857-5168 Richard Bewley, (918) 369-2580
South Mississippi Cage Bird WISCONSIN Bird Fanciers of Oklahoma, Inc.

Society State coordinator: Oklahoma Cage Bird Society

NORTH CAROLINA David Bluma (414) 554-8432 TEXAS (NORTH)
State coordinator: Avian Insights Bird Club

State coordinator:
Bob Beech (919) 855-8292 Kenosha Exotic Bird Club

Charlotte Metrolina Cage Bird Wisconsin Cage Bird Club, Inc. Dallas Cage Bird Society
Society Fort Worth Bird Club

Raleigh-Durham Caged Bird Society North Central Region TEXAS (SOUTH)
PUERTO RICO

James McCabe, regional vice pres.
State coordinator:

Coordinator: Daniel Gonzalez (512) 233-4613
David Negron (809) 251-1153 (612) 753-5241 Alamo Exhibition Bird Club

SOUTH CAROLINA IOWA Plano Exotic Birds Association

State coordinator: State coordinator: Triangle Bird Breeders Club

Ted Stephens (803) 279-3374 Northwestern Region
TENNESSEE MINNESOTA
State coordinator: State coordinator: Natalie Frumin-Weiss,

Wanda Elder (901) 853-9988 Steve Estebo (612) 432-4758 regional vice pres.

Cage Bird Club of Northeast Minnesota Companion Bird (206) 927-6983

Tennessee Association ALASKA
Greater Memphis Bird Club NEBRASKA State coordinator:
Tennessee Valley Exotic Bird Club State coordinator: Jim Bauman (907) 344-0623 ••

VIRGIN ISLANDS Alaska Bird Club

State coordinator: Greater Omaha Cage Bird Society IDAHO
NORTH DAKOTA State coordinator:

Mid·Eastern Region
State coordinator: Wayne Tracy (208) 467-2082

MONTANA
Bob Smith, regional vice pres.

Dakota Feather and Fur Club
State coordinator:

(517) 764-5170 SOUTH DAKOTA June Richeter (406) 866-3537

ILLINOIS State coordinator: OREGON
State coordinator:

Royce King (605) 393-1720
State coordinator:

Bonnie Doane (708) 223-2117
Black Hills Cage Bird Club

Ron Sweere (414) 757-2473
West Suburban Caged Bird Club Birds Exotic All Bird Club

INDIANA South Central Region Emerald Exotic Bird Club
Mid Oregon Bird Club

State coordinator:
Richard Hazell, regional vice pres. Northwest Bird Club

Nicole Vander Heyden, DVM
(317) 786-1826 (316) 681-2079 WASHINGTON

Central Indiana Cage Bird ARKANSAS State coordinator:
Kentuckiana Cage Bird Club State coordinator: Natalie Weiss (206) 927-6983
Michiana Bird Society Carol Hoerres (501) 839-2948 Jeri Wright, leglslalive liaison

KANSAS
(206) 838-9802

Avis Northwest Bird Club
State coordinator: Cascade Canary Breeders Assoc.
Hal Prester (316) 788-4505 •• Greater Spokane Avicultural Society
Kansas Avicultural Society, Inc. Northwest Exotic Bird Society

South Sound Exotic Bird Society
Washington Budgerigar Society, Inc.
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For information about contacting any of these member clubs,
please call that club's state coordinator.

Up to 480
Egg Capacity.

ROLL-X
Up to 209 eggs.

TURN-X
Up to 72 eggs.

Marsh Farms

INCUBATORS

'_.t~
2765 MAIN STREET Dept'. W
CHULAVISTA,CA92011 U.S.A.
TELEPHONE: (619) 585-9900

• FEATURING fully automatic
turners. Adjustable temperature
and humidity control.

and down motion. Also worthy of
note is the variability of the extent of
the beautiful turquoise blue on the
throat and chest of the cock.

Although the Peale's Parrot Finches
loved eggfood and mealworms (as
well as everything else they were
offered), they seemed reluctant to
incubate correctly, so many eggs were
fostered to Society Finches. Average
clutch size was four, with a 50 percent
fertility rate.

The first egg to hatch was one suc­
cessfully incubated by the parents,
hatching on November 15, 1991, after
approximately 14 days of incubation.
Only the one egg hatched in this
clutch of fouf. After approximately
two weeks, during which time the pair
was supplied with eggfood and meal­
worms, the cock appeared bored with
his chick and feeding chores, and was
obviously ready to recycle.

Fearing abandonment, we pulled
the chick and put him under a pair of
Societies who were raising a Specta­
biled Mannikin of about the same age.
Unfortunately, they did not accept
him. So, reluctantly, we pulled the
baby Peale's Parrot Finch, clipped a
young Society's wings for company,
and placed both in our Animal Inten­
sive Care Unit for hand-feeding.

The baby Peale's was fed approxi­
mately every hour and a half from 6:30
a.m. until 11:30 p.m. with Roudybush
Handfeeding Formula No.3.

The Peale's was self-feeding by mid­
December, being weaned by the use
of spray millet and canary/finch mix
scattered on the incubator floor. The
young Society was instrumental in
teaching the Peale's to eat seed.

Subsequent clutches were fostered
to Societies with few problems, but,
surprisingly enough, although baby
Peale's have blue faces, this first chick
was the only one we've encountered
so far with red feathers above the
beak. Apparently there is great varia­
tion in plumage coloration in juvenile
Peale's.

Although these birds have come in
before (we had four birds brought in
previously by Sigie Meyer - only one
of which we believed to have been a
hen), successful breeding seems to
have eluded this country. We would
hope to hear of other serious breeders
bringing in these birds to ensure a
large enough gene pool to establish a
viable population of this beautiful and
personable finch.•

Southern California
Region

Centrai Coast Aviculturai Society
Coastai Avian Society
Contra Costa Avian Society
Gold Country Avicullure Society
Gold Country Bird Society
Golden Gate Avian Society
Monterey Bay Cage Bird Club
Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Redwood Exotic Bird Society
Santa Clara Valley Bird Club

HAWAII
State coordinator:
Robin Haeffner-Matos

(808) 672-9966
Avian Research Association
Hawaiian Parrot Fanciers, Inc.

Aletta M. Long, regional v.p.
(213) 596·7429

CALIFORNIA (SOUTHERN)
SAN DIEGO AREA:
State coordinator:
Marty Muschlnske (619) 468-3201
Finch Society of San Diego County
Hemet Valley Bird Society
North County Aviculturists
San Diego County Bird Breeders

Association
San Diego County Canary Club

CALIFORNIA (SOUTHERN)
LOS ANGELES AREA:
State coordinator:
Jaml Kennedy (805) 296-4451
Antelope Valley Bird Society
Norco Valley Bird Breeders
Orange County Bird Breeders
South Bay Bird Club
Valley of Paradise Bird Club
Ventura County Bird Club
West Valley Bird Society

• Position open - contact regional vice president if interested
•• Indicates 2 year term has been fulfilled. If no new interested party

comes forward and indicates adesire to serve, incumbent remains in
position.

Donna Tondreault, regional v.p.
(916) 642-9050

CALIFORNIA (NORTH)
State coordinator:
Joanne Abramson

(707) 964-4380
Aviary Association of Kern
Aviculture Association of

San Francisco
Butte County Bird Club
Capitol City Bird Society
Central California Avian Society

Northern California
Region

SCHEDULE FOR
AFA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS

Mark these dates and plan to attend!

AFA CONVENTION 1993
August 3 - 8

(Tuesday thru Sunday)
Salt Lake City, Utah
Little America Hotel

Western Region
Robert Gibson, regional v. p.

(702) 645-7608

ARIZONA
State coordinator:
Michelle Rietz (602) 973-9282
Arizona Avian Breeders Assoc.
Arizona Avicullure Society
Arizona Seed Crackers Society
Avicultural Society of Tucson

COLORADO
State coordinator:
Jolynn Chappell (303) 223-7280
Rocky Mountain Society of

Aviculture, Inc.

NEVADA
State coordinator:
Robert Gibson (702) 645-7608
Las Vegas Avicu!tural Society
Reno Area Avian Enthusiasts

NEW MEXICO
State coordinator:
Kelly Tucker (505) 298·3876
Las Cruces Parrot Club
New Mexico Bird Ciub

UTAH
State coordinator:
Rex Kennedy (801) 571-6183
Avicullural Society of Utah
Utah Pheasant Society

WYOMING
State coordinator:

afa WATCHBIRD 7


