breeding the

Grey-cheeked Parakeet

by Jose Aleman
Orlando, Florida

s i ;e started collecting individual

Grey-cheeked Parakeets from
different sources back in 1985. Some
came from a quarantine station in
Miami, others we bought from local
club members and individuals. We
were lucky enough to end up with
three pairs, which a friend pelvic
sexed for us.

At that time we were holding
hundreds of wild-caught imported
finches in an outside aviary that mea-
sured 12’ x 12’ and ¢’ tall. In a corner
of this enclosure I built a stack of three
cages measuring 2’ x 2’ x 2', each cage
stacked one on top of the other. Feed-
ing and watering was accomplished
through the outside. A hinged door
covered with plexiglass kept the rain
and the wind away from the cages.
The nest boxes were serviced and
inspected from inside of this large
aviary and we decided to use lovebird
nesting boxes with pine shavings as
nesting material.

The daily diet consisted of fresh
water, cockatiel seed mix and diced
fruits and vegetables, mineral grit and
calcium block. It took several months
for the birds to come into breeding
condition and they started producing
during December, January, February,
March and April, and every year after
they always bred during the cold
months. It seems to me that the cold
weather forced them into their breed-
ing boxes. Also, since the size of their
cages was kind of small they may
have been motivated to breed due to
the fact that it was their only enter-
tainment.

Through the next three years, we
produced a total of 26 babies which
we sold to pet stores and breeders.
We banded all of the babies with the
SPBE bands starting with 001 thru 026.
We kept the last baby produced
which was hatched late during sum-
mer of 1988. This bird is our pet
named “Peeper” due to the constant
“peep, peep” that he called all during
the handfeeding period. This bird was
fed Roudybush Brand H/F Formula.

Peeper’s vocabulary consists of

“What you doing? Hi! Nite...nite
Peeper, Hush right now! Out! Jose,”
and the telephone ring! He is our
pride and joy. He is tame with my wife
and also with me and we handle him
on a daily basis, early morning and
late at night. We keep him on the
kitchen counter next to the phone, in
a cockatiel size cage.

As for the three breeding pairs, we
sold them in February of '89 to a
breeder who set them up to breed
again. At the present time Grey-
cheekeds are selling for three times as
much as they cost during the '80s, and
the demand for them is astronomical
due to the fact they make one of the
greatest pet birds ever.®

Aviculturist’s
Valuable
Information

AFA Watchbird advertisers
represent some of the best in
the business. When you buy
from these fine sources, be
sure to tell them you saw their
ad in Watchbird!

Emerald Forest
Bird Gardens

45 wooded acres, streams,
ponds, and tropical gardens
devoted to propagation
of exotic birds. Breeding
Toucans ® Toucanettes ® Tanagers
Mot Mots ® Touracos ® Cockatoos ® Macaws
Amazons ® Eclectus ® African Greys .
Pionus  Cranes ® Waterfowl ® Flamingos
All Birds Closed Banded
Distributor for Foster Parrot Brooders
Call or write for price list.
Jerry Jennings

(619) 728-2226

Route 6, Box 14, Fallbrook, CA 92028
Visitors by appointment only

Estrildian Research Project

This is an international project spon-
sored by the Estrildid Forum for the
purpose of carrying out one of the pri-
mary goals of the Forum, namely the
bringing together of the researcher
and the serious breeder! Anyone
noticing any unusual or significant
finch behavior, such as postures, nest
building, calls, etc., should document
this in the form of video and/or audio
recordings, photographs, notes, etc.,
and send to the: Estrildid Forum, ¢/o
Stash Buckley and Carol Anne Calvin,
215 W. Washington Ave., Magnolia,
New Jersey 08049-1703, USA. Phone:
(609) 783-2039. The material will be
collected and sent to Dr. Luis Baptista
for analysis and publication in The
Estrildian, the journal of the Estrildid
Forum. The Watchbird magazine will
also have access to this information. @

ALL PETS
MEDICAL
CENTRE

Amy B. Worell, D.V.M.

Diplomate, American Board of Veterinary
Practitioners Certified in Avian Practice

(818) 883-2600

Mon. 7-8 Tue.-Fri.7-6 Sat.7-2

7606 Fallbrook Ave.
West Hills, CA 91304

Now accepting referrals in Avian Medicine & Surgery
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For the price of a
10 AF
you could win a

Custom

Entertainment Center
donated by White Bear Products

This gymnasium features our indestructible perch
assemblies that are removable and dishwasher
safe, feeding bowl mounts and toy hangers are
provided but not shown. The tray guards are 1/2”
Lexan polycarbonite. These guards have proven
indestructible to the largest and most destructive
pet birds. The gymnasium also features 3 custom
handcarved and hand painted posts, an option that
is also available on our standard advertised units, a
5 year warranty against bird damage. ft is truly a
“*one of a kind" furniture quality accessory for bird
enthusiasts!

deratjop,
Phoenix

Raffle Ticket

of Avic
u
g 55079~621,§u ¢

Monograph
of Macaws

and Conures

donated by Silvio
Mattacchione

Collectors Edition of the
most recent literary contribu-

tion of Tony Silva, past cura-
tor of birds at Loro Parque.
In addition to detailed
accounts of most ** conure”
type birds and macaws,
chapters deal with hand-
rearing, incubation, hus-
bandry and purchasing. lllus-
13 8 R ] trated by Eric Peake, the
Th e J amaica book |s!a must for anyone
donated by Millennium Cage with an interest in macaws
The finest cage environment you can provide for and/or conures.
your bird! Made entirely in the US.A., each Mil-
lennium Cage is individually hand-crafted to the
highest standards of quality. The cage is made
of highly-polished solid stainless steel rods; the
cage base is made of heavy-gauge steel, elec-
trostatically powder-coated and baked to a high-
gloss finish. A Millennium Cage comes to you
ready for use —there is no assembly required.
Each cage is guaranteed for 7 years against
manufacturing defects. The classic beauty of a
Millennium Cage will endure for the life of your
bird

Fine Art Prints
donated by R. Diamond and Sons
Direct from Australia, two superb 18" x 23" prints of cockatoos by Australian |

artist Michael Piper. Both prints are signed by the artist and undoubtedly a strik-
ing addition to any aviculturist's print collection.

Your chances of winning these, and many more exciting, valuable prizes (e.g. health care units, avian medical care
books, ornamental cages) is greater than you think. Just complete the drawing tickets on the dust cover of this issue and
forward to the AFA Business Office with the correct remittance. You need not be present to win. Void where prohibited by
law. Extra tickets available through the AFA Office and will also be at the convention site. Call (602) 484-0931.

Prizes Shown Include Delivery To Your Door!
within the continental United States

These prizes have been donated through the generosity of

Millennium Cages White Bear Products Silvio Mattacchione & Co. R. Diamond & Sons Pty., Ltd.
12930 Kent-Langley Rd. P.O. Box 501155 1793 Rosebank Rd., N Pickering, 34 Beulah Road
Kent, Washington 98031 Indianapolis, Indiana 46250 Ontario, Canada L1V 1P5 Norwood 5067
1-800-600-CAGE (317) 849-9637 (416) 831-1373 Adelaide, AUSTRALIA
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Preparenow... ., ~QMING!
THE BIG ONE'S t(l‘:e

20th Anniversary AFA Convention

Holiday Inn World’s Fair ® Knoxville, Tennessee
AUGUST 4-6,'94

e belied P

Kingfishers C"‘-‘katooS Senegals

HOLIDAY INN SPECIAL
CONVENTION RATE: .
Down Under 87700 per NIGHT and Out of Africa
pustraie® AAv;';é’alfan FOR RESERVATIONS CALL African Grey Parrots
es

Finches 1-615-522-2800 or 1-800-HOLIDAY

Use code word “AFA”
Call before July 1st!

BREEDING FINCHES IN THE U.S./Linda Oja (U.S.)

AUSTRALIAN FINCHES IN THE WILD/Barry Hutchins (Australia)

AUSTRALIAN COCKATOOS IN THE WILD/Barry Hutchins

AUSTRALIAN FINCHES /Graeme Hyde (Australia)

OVERVIEW OF AUSTRALIAN PARROTS/Graeme Hyde

BREEDING AUSTRALIAN COCKATOOS/Warwick Remington (Australia)

AUSTRALIAN PARAKEETS /Warwick Remington

AUSTRALIAN PARAKEETS IN THE U.S./Dale Thompson (U.S.)

COMMON DISEASES OF THE FINCH/Dr. Louise Bauck (Canada)

ANATOMY FOR AVICULTURISTS/Dr. Susan Orosz (University of Tennessee)

PHARMACOLOGY PROJECT FOR AVIAN SPECIES/Dr. Susan Orosz

PARASITES IN BIRDS/Dr. Sharon Patton (University of Tennessee)

OVERVIEW OF AFRICAN PARROTS/David Dennison (South Africa)

BREEDING AFRICAN PARROTS & RARE LOVEBIRDS/David Dennison

BREEDING AFRICAN FINCHES /Chris Kingsley (South Africa)

BREEDING RED-BELLIED AND SMALL AFRICAN PARROTS/Chris Kingsley

AFRICAN STARLINGS/Grenville Roles (Tracey Aviaries, Salt Lake City)

BREEDING AFRICAN GREY PARROTS/Bob Beech (U.S.)

KEEPING & BREEDING VASA PARROTS/Dave Blynn (U.S.)

AFRICAN ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

AUSTRALIAN ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

COOPERATIVE BREEDING PROGRAMS/Dr. Ulysses S. Seal (U.S. Chair, Captive
Breeding Specialist Group)

FEDERAL REGULATIONS: ROUNDTABLE/U.S. Fish & Wildlife Officials

Specialty Societies Meetings in Evenings
Local peclalty 8 &

host: Tennessee Valley Exotic Bird Club
To register, write or phone for application:

American Federation of Aviculture ¢ (602) 484—0931
P.O. Box 56218, Phoenix, Arizona 85079-6218
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