
Our First
Brotogeris

by Chris and Tom Wettlaufer
Lake Mary, Florida

,'1 think we should go back and
get him" is the way it started

four years ago. My wife Chris and I
had just left a little Grey-cheeked Para
keet on the perch at a Florida coastal
pet store one Sunday and were driving
back home. He was a friendly little
dude, chatted with everyone, got on
your finger, paid attention to you,
wanted a good home!

"I think we should go back and get
him." I turned into a parking lot along
the road and we talked about where
we would put him. After all, we did
have an African Grey and a macaw at
the time. "We'll get a little cage and
keep him in the kitchen for a while
and see how he does." A good
answer. I went back the way we had
come and, just as the place was clos
ing, we bought "Cheeks" and a cage
and headed for home.

Four years later, our Grey-cheeked
Parakeets have bred for three years.
We are working on second generation
breeding and have all of the Brotogeris
species except the Tui, Plain, or
Yellow-winged (Canary).

Chris' Tiny Wings (CfW) Aviary
CTW Aviary is set up in two areas:

inside and outside. The indoor cages
were custom made and each is 18" x
18" x 24". Each contains a toy, a Man
zanita branch (for chewing), a water
bowl, a fresh food bowl and a dry
food bowl. Each cage has a pair of
Brotogeris and a lovebird size nest
box. We house three pairs of Grey
cheeked and one pair of Orange
chinned inside.

There are several different sizes of
cages set up in banks outdoors. Some
of the cages are 24" x 24" x 36" and
are arranged side by side. These cages
are identical in every respect and are
separated for three-fourths of their
length with a privacy panel. We used
I" x 2" oak for perches and the nest
boxes are 10" x 10" x 8". We have a
small, two-compartment dog dish we
use for feeding: fresh on one side, dry

on the other. In the front of each cage
is the water bowl and each cage has a
timed sprinkler.

Another section has cages that
measure 24" x 36" x 36", side by side
and are identical to the smaller cages
(except for size), right down to the
sprinklers.

There is also a community cage
which is 36" x 36" x 48". This cage has
two feeding positions and a larger
water bowl. It also has two nestboxes
with room for two more. For this cage,
the sprinkler has a larger spray area.

CTW Aviary is located in central
Florida. For that reason, we can be a
little more experimental with breeding
indoors and outdoors. CTW Aviary
presently has a good selection of Bro
togeris and can evaluate different
influences and how the breeding
cycles relate.

Population at CTWAviary
We have been able to add to our

collection this year a single Grey
cheeked (paired with one of this
year's babies will give us five pairs),
two White-winged (which gives us
two pairs and two males) and a single
Orange-chinned (which gives us three
pairs). We also have a pair of Cobalt
winged and two pairs of Golden
winged Parakeets. The total Brotogeris
population is as follows: Grey
cheeked Brotogeris pyrrhopterus, five
pairs; Orange-chinned Brotogeris
jugu!aris, three pairs; White-winged
Brotogeris versico!orus, two pairs plus
two males; Cobalt-winged Brotogeris
cyanoptera, one pair; Golden-winged
Brotogerischrysopterus, two pairs.

We have been successful for three
years in breeding Brotogeris. This year
we received our first clutch of Orange
chinned eggs (all infertile). Next year,
we expect our second generation of
Grey-cheeked. Last year, one of our
Grey-cheeked pairs gave us a double
clutch. The hen laid and hatched five
in January-February and laid five eggs
and hatched two babies (the rest were
infertile) in June-July.

General Characteristics
Cobalt-winged Parakeets are Chris'

favorites. They give the initial appear
ance of tiny Amazons. They have a
very small but vivid orange spot under
the lower mandible. There is a yellow
wash on the front, fading to light
green on the crown. The wings are
magnificent. The Cobalt-winged are

stocky birds compared to most of the
other Brotogeriswe have.

Golden-winged Parakeets are my
favorites. They are a dark olive green
with a black wash to the facial
feathers; the periophthalmic ring
really stands out. The most impressive
feature of the Golden-winged is the
small, triangular patch of pure golden
feathers at the bend of the wing. Only
when the wings are extended is the
golden patch visible against a dark
green background.

White-winged Parakeets are a little
bit darker than the subspecies B.v.
chiriri (Canary-Winged). This sub
species has some white primary
feathers that are almost invisible until
the wing is opened. Some of the
secondary feathers show a very subtle
yellow wash on white. These birds
tend to be a little more territorial and a
couple of the males become very
vocal when we change the water and
food bowls.

Grey-cheeked are friendly and just
talk up a storm! When there are 10 to
15 together at anyone time, they can
be very loud. A solitary bird can
become just as spoiled and just as
demanding as any other larger
bird, i.e. macaw or cockatoo, although
will remain much more quiet. The
most interesting feature of the Grey
cheeked is the orange patch under the
wing next to the body. This orange
patch tends to peek out at the bend of
the wing on mature birds.

Orange-chinned Parakeets are a
middle green between the Golden
winged and the Grey-cheeked. Being
somewhat plain in coloring, they do
have the same type of patch under the
wing as the Grey-cheeked except the
patch is a light yellow, not orange.
These differ from the rest of the Broto
geris having 'a medium bronze patch
on the outside of the folded wing. The
orange (in Orange-chinned) is visible
as a small spot under the lower man
dible. Orange-chinned seem to be
"bossy" birds.

Nesting at CTW Aviary
Here in Florida, the nesting season

begins sometime in November. We
replace or repair all nestboxes before
Thanksgiving. Our nestboxes for the
inside birds are cycled. We take them
away from the older pairs during June
through November. If we have a pair
that is just new to each other and the
environment, then we leave the box
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Condominium cages.

Grey-cheeked Parakeets breedfairly well and make wonderfulpets.
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- up all year.
During the June-November time, we

re-line the insides with cork. We use a
variation on the cork that Robbie
Harris described in her book on Broto
geris. We found that the burnt cork
panels she recommended leave a lot
of charcoalish residue that even settles
in the birds' nares. We glue three lay
ers of the bulletin board-type cork into
the nest boxes: all sides and the to·p.
We use Elmer's white school glue and
the cork is a sand color and comes in a
roll easily cut with scissors.

We fill the box with pine shavings to
about two inches lower than the entry
hole. We have found that as the cork
is chewed and mixed with pine shav
ings, the level increases to about an
inch under the hole. This seems to be
about where the birds feel most
comfortable.

The outside boxes are removed only
long enough to be re-lined and re-

Orange-chinned filled. We try to do this during Septem
Parakeet. The orange ber and October. Before we add the
chin spot is barely pine shavings, we sprinkle some 5%

visible in this photo. Sevin dust in the bottom of the box.
We were told this would keep the
bugs to a minimum and so far we
haven't had any problems. Addition
ally, we get the boxes for the "yard
birds" con1pleted just before cooler
weather starts. The theory is that as
the nights get cooler, they need a
sheltered place to go and the new

A cage set up outdoorsfor breeding Brotogeris.
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• CO2 packed air barrier bags guarantees no bugs and seals in freshness

Extruded granules eliminate powdery waste and wet voluminous droppings
caused by pellets

Stop feeding your birds artificial candy-like food that makes droppings purple and red!

Available from your local Independant Pet Shop and Avian Veterinarian.
For Life-Time granules send $10.00 for a1 kg. (2.25 lb.) bag of Cockatiel,
or $20.00 for a 2 kg. (4.4 lb.) of Parrot to:

Rolf C. Hagen (USA) Corp.
P.O. Box 9107,
Mansfield, Ma.
02048

For your lIEf S ~ f or to order larger quantities
call: 1·800·225·2700 or2701

Tropican is the food that meets the needs of
your bird through all stages of its life. A scientifically

designed blend of seven grains and nuts including; corn,
wheat, oats, soyabean, sunflower, peanut, rice plus additional

vitamins, minerals and nutrients. Tropican was developed at the HAGEN
A ICULTURAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE (HARI) to feed the more than 350 pairs of more than

60 varieties of parrots that are housed there. As indicated by the excellent health and
breeding success of the HARI birds after six years of exclusive feeding,

Tropican is The Total Diet.
• Tropican comes in 3 lifecycle formulas: Baby Food (for hand feeding), High Performance

(for Breeders), and Life-Time (for maintenance)

• The inclusion of natural fruit flavours maximizes palatiblity

• The Life-Time formula contains three natural colours: Green, Orange and Natural

• No preservatives or artificial sweeteners

• The best quality control: Each batch is formulated, test fed, analyzed (by two independent
labs) and approved by the HAGEN AVICULTURAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE

by HAGEN®



cork and shavings satisfies the nest
construction instinct.

Eggs and Incubation
at ClWAviary

There does not seem to be a pre
dictable period of time when the pairs
finally go to nest. We have had eggs
laid from late December to late May.
We do notice that as egg laying time
nears, the texture of the box filling
becomes finer. Also, the pair will
excavate a deep depression in the
corner of the box farthest from the
entrance hole. The depth of the
depression seems to be a personal
variation among pairs.

Egg laying, once started, occurs
every two days on average. It seems
that the interval between egg #1 and
egg #2 is three days and the last egg of
the clutch is again three days. Incuba
tion usually starts with the second egg
and then, typically, the hen starts to
incubate her clutch.

Both male and female are very pro
tective of the clutch of eggs. We have
to use care and caution when inspect
ing the eggs. We use a #2 lead pencil
to mark the eggs and a candler which
has a long tube the size of a pencil tip
to candle the eggs. Once we know the
condition of the last egg, we try not to
disturb the nest any longer.

Hatching and Brooding
at ClW Aviary

We count 28 days from the date the
second egg was laid. We feel that the
hen typically does not start to incubate
until the second egg and if we use that
date, we will be closer to actual hatch
date for the first egg. The day before
the pro jected hatch date, we change
the diet of the pair. At least a week
prior to the first hatch of the season,
we have cooked the soft food recipe
that Robbie Harris publishes in her
book. The soft food is fed to the pair
in a different container, one which we
can hang very near the nestbox hole.

The soft food allows the male and
the female to feed the chicks quickly
and virtually effortlessly. There is very
little requirement for digestion of the
soft food and less energy is expended
because the parents do not have to
predigest the normal fruit/veggies/
hard food.

We allow the parents to feed and
brood the chicks for 12 days on aver
age. We pull the first two chicks
together (for companionship) when
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the younger of the two is 12 days old.
At this time, it is easy to band the bird.
Any later and the leg of the older chick
is getting too large for the band. As the
other chicks reach 12 days, we pull
and band them. We pull the last two
together so that there is not a solitary
chick left in the nestbox. Next year,
we intend to let a pair of Grey
cheeked parents try to raise one chick
through weaning.

We have some very good parents
and some not-so-good parents. We
have one pair of Grey-cheeked that
always produces fertile eggs, but will
not sit on them. We have a pair that
buries their eggs and tries to pretend
they aren't there. A pair of Orange
chinned seems to break their eggs; we
think it is the male, but can't be sure.

We have not been successful hatch
ing eggs in the incubator. There are
many variables involved and we learn
something new each time. Next year
we will save eggs!

Out ofthe Box at ClW Aviary
We keep the chicks in a five gallon

aquarium with a small stuffed teddy
bear on one end and the Kaytee chlor
ophyl pine shavings on the bottom.
We use our smallest bedroom as a
nursery and can keep the temperature

'in the room at 85 degrees. The chicks
get fed four times every 24 hours after
they are pulled from the box. Feeding
times are usually 7:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m.,
6:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.

Each chick is weighed every morn
ing prior to feeding and notes are kept
as to daily weight, feeding times,
amounts fed and any other necessary
information. Baby Brotogeris start at
30 to 35 g (12 days) and are initially
fed 4cc of formula. During the weight
gain/loss/wean cycle, they reach 80 g
before returning to a weaned weight
of 55 to 60 g.

We use Pretty Bird Handrearing
Formula exclusively. We fill a small
crock with tap water and zap it in the
microwave for 60 seconds. This boils
the water, thereby heating the crock
which will maintain the formula at a
higher temperature longer. We thor
oughly mix the formula using a spoon
and test temperature with the old
fashioned wrist method. We use latex
gloves for the first month and wash
and keep all utensils in Nolvasan. We
feed using a Scc O-ring syringe and
use the same syringe for all chicks but
different syringes and formula for dif-

ferent clutches that are being fed at
the same time.

Weaning at ClW Aviary
Weaning the chicks starts with

week four. At week four, the original
two are feathering well and standing
on their own most of the time. We cut
out and plastic coat a piece of 1/4" x
1/4" screen which then lays on top of
the normal wire bottom of a standard
18" x 18" x 24" cage. We add the origi
nal stuffed bear plus another, and put
in a small crock of Multi-grain Cheer
ios mixed with the small Pretty Bird
nuggets. Once we see the Cheerios
are being eaten, we add a small crock
ofwater.

During the next four weeks, we
eliminate the noon feeding and then
start to decrease intake from lOcc per
feeding to 8cc per feeding. By week
six, we are at 8cc twice per day.

As the Cheerios are eaten, we
decrease the daily quantity of Cheer
ios until only Pretty Bird is left in the
bowl. At this time, we add a second
crock which contains the normal adult
fruit/veggie mix. When we see the
fruitl veggie mix being eaten, we start
a gradual change from the small Pretty
Bird nuggets to the medium size
shapes. These seem to be just right for
their little feet to hold.

As baby Brotogeris begin to wean,
they tend to get a bit crabby and
stand-offish when handfed. By the
time eight weeks pass, they are eating
a normal diet and are on the last of the
2cc nightly "attention" feedings. We
let them fly on a daily basis and any
chicks that stay on with us do not get
their wings clipped. Those chicks
leaving for other places will get their
wings clipped prior to departure to
prevent accidents.

At six weeks, we clip toenails and
send the blood off for sexing. By the
time the babies are weaned, we know
the sex of each bird. We are not suc
cessful sexing the chicks by pelvic
examination and, of course, they are
too young for surgical sexing.

We get a tremendous amount of sat
isfaction raising our "pocket parrots"
and hardly a day goes by that we don't
learn something different or new. We
have become assistant veterinarians
over the past few years and can dem
onstrate a wide knowledge in the field
of aviculture. Our birds have been in
shows and some have traveled huge
distances to new homes.•


