
by Tom Marshall
Leesburg, Virginia

Yellow,winged
Blue,fronted Amazons.

Amazona aestiva xanthopteryx

mobile, undergoing a northern migra
tion, presurnably following the fruiting
of certain trees, but this takes place only
aft l' nesting. During nesting season,
they stay close ~o their nest ite and
away frorn oth rpairs. As in other cavity
ne ting birds, the breeding cycle of par
rots is relatively long and nestlinggrowth
rate is low. They breed only once a year
and they have a well-defined breeding
season.

True pest species respond to favor
able environmental conditions, such as
an abundance of crops, by increasing
the number ofbroods produced peryear
sin1ply by extending their breeding sea
son. Th Blue-fronted Amazon is not ca
pable of capitalizing on the abundance
of food in this luanner.

Blue-fronted Amazons luay no
longer fall victim to the trapp r for the pet
trade, but they may fall victim to unen
lightened pest control programs unless
alternatives can be found andlor unless
farmers and politicians can be educated
on the impact of such programs on birds
with such low productivity rates.

Conservationists will have to do their
part on educating the people of Argen
tina and in those other countries that
con titute the Blue-fronted's range.
I-Iowever, aviculturists have a huge obli
gation to the Blue-fronted Amazon that
can only b met by a concerted effort to
breed them.

There are literaJly thousands and
thousands of these birds in the United
States, but how many people are work
ing with them? They are very beautiful,
good talker ,and should command a
good return on your investment. Sup
port breeders who are working with this
pecie . Buy a domestically bred baby

and learn, as I have, that Blue-fronteds
have few equals as pet birds. .,.

Conservation Act may actually serv to
protect the e birds fron1 s vere harvest
ing, but long-term survival i dependent
on maintenance of mature forests for
nesting and foraging and th curtailment
of a "shotgun" approach to controlling
alleged pest species, which is so preva
lent in Latin America.

Many times parrots are classified as
pest species as justification for extensive
control programs or a a rationale for the
exportation of birds for the pet trade.
Blu -front d Amazons ar fond of citru
fruits and are een as a threat to agricul
tur in th ir range, specially in Argen
'tina. Citru plantations located in valley
urround d by mountains covered with

subtropical humid forests are vulner
able. However there is a tendency to ex
aggerate parrot daluage by farmers.
Giv n th fact that Blue-fronted Ama
zons are con picuou ,as they arrive in
large flocks (outside the br eding sea
son), ar brightly olored and certainly
very noi y, this is easy to understand.

tudi s, however, have indicated that
damag by the e and other parrots occur
in a v ry unpredictable fashion. Usually
a few plot are severely daluaged and
other are left untouched. These attacks
on citrus, when they do occur, usually
are a sociated with agricultural frontiers
jetting into pr viously fore ted areas and
n ting habitat . Increased damage to
citrus grove oft n happen, a well,
when farmer ,perhaps for the purpose
of price p culation, have left crops un
harv t d long after ripening.

Although "politically" labeled a pest
p cies, Blue-fronted An1azons don't r 

ally fit the profile. Alnazons limit their
di t to what can be found in trees. They
do not forage on the ground. Their diet
tend to be restricted to fruits and bud .

Blue-fronteds are reportedly highly

Tico a y()un~ Blue-:!ronted Amazon at
!ar:~e in the wilds (!! Virr;inia.

For the past fiv y ar ,I have
owned a dome tically bred Y 1

low-winged Blue-fronted Amazon,
which I named' Tico ' after a friend I
met in Co ta Rica. Co ta Rican r f r to
themselves as "ticos". This fact i illus
trated in the nalne of the country
leading newspaper, The Tieo Time .

Tico is a handsome five year old lnale
with fluctuating hormone level and
those concomitant problems a ociated
with sexual maturity. I thought I might
sell him, but I can't bring my elf to do it
because of all my birds, he is the mo t in
teresting and in hi unique mann r the
lno tloyal.

Regardless ofTico' lnonik r, Blue
fronted Amazons are not found in Co ta
Rica or anywhere in Central America.
The nominate race, which i fairly carc
in captivity, occur in BraZil, the inland
ea tern region as far south as outhern
Mato Grosso. Tico's parents and other
xanthopteryxhail from outhern Brazil
(southern Mato Gro 0), in Paraguay
and northern Argentina.

Blue-fronteds don't eem to be en
dangered, although th Yellow-wing d
subspe<;:ies has been xported in deva 
tating numbers. Between 1981-87 alone,
there were 204,000 xanthopteryx ex
ported to the U.S., Europe and Asia.
Compoundingthis situation is the inexo
rable habitat destruction at the rate of
50,000 hectares per year. The Wild Bird
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