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Introductory Comments:

The American Federation of Avi
culture (AFA) is a nonprofit gras.s
roots organization of bird breeders
and pet owners with a member
ship base of over 5000 individuals.
The AFA is also a federation of
approximately 200 affiliated bird
clubs representing over 50,000 avi
culturists nationwide.

We serve our membership pri
marily as an educational
organization promoting advances
in avicultural knowledge and
awareness.

Our Mission is: To preserve
avian species on a worldwide
basis.

In order to fulfill this mission, the
AFA is involved in various activities
with goals that support this ideal:
conservation, noninvasive avian re
search, cooperative breeding
initiatives, education, publications,
conferences, and monitoring state,
national and international legislation
and regulation.

The AFA recognizes that habitat
destruction on a global scale is
the greatest single threat to avian
species. In terms of our conser
vation objectives, more than being
only dedicated to conservation ac
tivities in situ, the AFA is
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dedicated to the preservation of
avian species both in the wild and
in captivity with the purpose of
maintaining their genetic stocks
for future generations.

While it is true that many in
dividual aviculturists in the United
States would probably prefer no
regulation, as a professional orga
nization, the AFA recognizes the
positive potential of considering
voluntary standards for this ex
panding cottage industry. We feel
strongly, however, that any vol
untary standards considered,
should be developed within the
avicultural community. And, that
such standards should address the
longterm survival and wellbeing,
the humane care and manage
ment, the conservation of avian
species on a global scale and the
establishment of genetically sta
ble, long-term, self sustaining
populations in captivity.

COMMENTS:

WBCA, Section 114. Exotic Bird
Conservation Assistance.

Part (aJ ASSISTANCE.
The AfA already has several pro

grams available and projects
underway that support the
WBCA's conservation objectives.

Plans have been formulated to
establish an adVisory panel of avi
cultural experts from our
membership to offer their tech
nical assistance to conservation
efforts worldwide.

Areas where we feel their ser
vices will be of value include:

• Species identification.
• Management protocols and

husbandry techniques.
• Aviary construction, materi

als and design.
• Humane handling and trans

port of specimens.
• General avicultural prac

tices that are already
proven, there is no reason
to reinvent the wheel.

• Access to avicultural sup
port services including
genetic profiling and avian
medical diagnostics.

• Availability of avicultural
equipment and supplies
with recommended vendor
sources.

• Biosecurity considerations.

Our bimonthly journal, The AFA
Watch bird, published over the
last twenty years, contains a
wealth of information on various
topics including general hus
bandry, nutrition, species specific
avicultural requirements, etc, We
are selecting some of the more
informative of these articles and
making them available with trans
lations into appropriate languages.
This project was generated spe
cifically to assist personnel in
foreign countries in developing
their conservation programs and
enhancing their understanding of
the captive breeding requirements
of species or families of birds that
are under their care.

In addition to our organization's
ongoing recovery program for the
Venezuelan Red Siskin (Carduelis
cucullata) initiated in 1986, the
AFA is currently seeking funding
for implementing the second
phase of our field project for the
evaluation of the status and recov
ery of the Redfronted Macaw (Ara
rubrogenys) in Bolivia. Both pro
jects involve CITES APPENDIX I
species. Abstracts of these grass
roots initiated and supported con
servation projects are included in
this report as are listings of
twentyfive field studies and other
conservation related projects out
side the United States for which
AFA has proVided funding.

It is the position of the AFA
that a waste of valuable resource
occurs when grassroots conserva-



tion support such as that available
through our organization is not ac
knowledged or utilized in
developing longterm conservation
strategies.

Part (b) FUND.
The AFA would like to know

what funding exists to date in
order to activate Section 114? We
also ask who establishes spending
protocols, priorities and grants of
these monies? If funding is avail
able at this time, do our
conservation activities, as outlined
above, qualify for assistance under
this program?
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It is the position of the AFA
that funding of u.S. based conser
vation activities with the potential
or intent of supporting and en
hancing conservation programs
abroad should be considered
under WBCA funding opportuni
ties.

Part (c) Review and Report
on Other Conservation
Opportunities.
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Voluntary Program of
Labeling Exotic Birds:

The AFA has recently estab
lished a national registry for exotic
birds. This is a voluntary system
and membership in our organiza
tion is not a requirement for
participation in this program. Con
sidering the numbers published in
a report from the American Pet
Product Manufacturer's Associa
tion (APPMA), there are
14,900,000 exotic birds in this
country. Their statistics further in
dicate that these birds are in an
estimated 5,900,000 homes, other
industry figures reflect dramati
cally greater numbers; 31 million
birds in 7,250,000 u.S. households
kept as pets or for avicultural pur
poses.

With such vast numbers of spec
imens involved (granted many of
these birds are undoubtedly budg
ies and cockatiels) it seems
unlikely that all of these individ
uals would or could be registered.
The AFA, therefore, deemed it to
be a far more practical approach
to attempt to get as large a per
centage possible of captive-bred

afa \XlATCHBIRD 21



• CASH • RIBBONS • TROPHIES •
MEET US AT THE ST. CHARLES CENTER,

LOCATED IN THE MARK TWAIN MALL, ST. CHARLES, MO

A certification system for avi
cultural facilities known as the
Model Aviculture Program (MAP)
was established in 1990. MAP is
an independent entity and is not
affiliated with any other organiza
tion. Others at this meeting will
discuss this voluntary program so
I will not elaborate on the merits
of MAP other than to say that it
is endorsed by the AFA.

Certification of Exotic Bird
Breeding Facilities

It is the position of the AFA
that our registration program and
marking program, in concert with
other such registry programs
(sanctioned studbooks, coopera
tive breeding programs, specialists
breeding group registries, etc.),
coupled with the certification pro
gram operated by MAP, already
serve to meet the needs of any
voluntary labeling and certification
suggested under Section 114 of the
WBCA. Furthermore, that regula
tory activities other than these
voluntary programs, already
placed in operation, are not
needed and would serve to deter
captive breeding of exotic birds
in the United States Violating intent
of the WBCA as expressed In Sec
tion 115 (b).

Respectfully submitted on be
half of our Board of Directors,
Robert J. Berry
Executive Director, AFA ,.

ceptable manner and that how
they are marked is recorded on
their registry application.

Another concern associated
with implementing a registration
and marking system for birds is
confidentiality. Many breeders fear
theft problems, should access to
information regarding the types of
birds in their collections not be
carefully controlled. Considering
that imports of certain species
have now Virtually ceased, this fear
is probably quite valid. There are
already indications that the inci
dents of theft are rising due to a
lack of birds for the market. For
this reason, including safe-guards
against free access to information
contained in our registry has been
an important consideration in the
development of this program.
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Advances in DNA technologies
will be addressed by others at this
session.

There are a variety of marking
systems currently being used in
aviculture (banding, microchipp
ing, tattooing, DNA sampling).
Unfortunately, no one system
seems suitable for all species.

For example, closed banding re
quires removing chicks from their
parents at an early age in order
to band them. Often these chicks
are rejected when they are re
turned to the nest or the adult
birds, particularly parrots, ampu
tate the chick's feet or legs in
efforts to remove these bands.
Consequently, the practice of
closed banding often involves the
handrearing of chicks. We, there
fore, feel that closed banding
should not be a required form of
marking, as many aviculturists do
not wish to handrear their birds.

Problems are also encountered
with many of the other marking
systems currently being used. As
a result, the AFA Registry only re
quests that the birds to be
registered are marked in an ac-
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birds, from this date forward, in
cluded in our registry or some
other registry system. As an ad
ditional benefit in this approach,
we recognized that when their
progeny are registered, the par
ental stock also becomes a part
of the system although the parent
birds themselves may not be in
dividually registered.

As an added note, relating to
numbers of birds bred in this
country on an annual basis, the
sales of closed bands through our
office in Phoenix have totaled ap
proximately 100,000 bands since
1991. However, band sales figures
through other outlets indicate sig
nificantly higher numbers, in
excess of 100,000 bands sold per
year. Apparently many avicultur
ists in this country are already
voluntarily "labeling" their captive
bred birds.

As improved technology is
made available, we also hope to
see all ESA listed endangered spe
cies DNA archived as part of the
AFA Registry. This will help en
sure the legitimacy of those
specimens in trade in the future.
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