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Does the Unit-
ed States Consti-
tution and the
Bill of Rights pro-
tect us from illeg-
al search and seiz-
ure? The follow-
ing story will give
cause to wonder.

Mrs. Ruth Mec-
Laughlin is a wid-
her early
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‘ ow in
She has lived in her modest
bungalow, in a Southern Calif. city for
over 25 years. Last year she injured her
back, spending several months in hospitals

seventies.

and convalescing at home. Today she
walks in a slightly stooped position, and,
if she stands erect, she has severe muscle
spasms.

Her love for animals is demonstrated
by the fact that her home, back yard and
garage is mostly occupied by her birds, in-
cluding quite a few owned by a friend,
Mr. William Bailey.

She also owns 13 dogs, all pedigreed,
running in size from a Chihuahua to a
Doberman Pincher, who all occupy the
house with her, only going outdoors
occasionally, never when she is away.

I’ll agree this many dogs is a bit much,
but, it is her home and, I thought, no one
elses business.

Between 8:00 and 8:30 one morning
last May, a city police cruiser and two
officers arrived at Ruth’s home, accom-
panied by the County Animal Control
Officer with his truck. The police officers

banged repeatedly on the front door de-
manding entrance. She opened the door
and refused them admittance without a
warrant.

She was forceably pushed aside as
they entered her home, and when she pro-
tested, asking to see a warrant, she was
handcuffed with her hands behind her,
and forceably placed in the rear seat of
the police car, where she remained while
her home was searched. The bed was torn
apart, the box spring and mattress left on
the floor. The kitchen range was pulled
away from the wall, as far as the flexible
gas line would allow, and other furniture
was left in disarray. They dumped her
handbag contents on a table and looked
through her check book and bank savings
records. All this under the excuse of catch-
ing the dogs.

Bill Bailey witnessed all but the very
beginning, although he did not enter the
house until later. He had arrived to take
care of his birds, prior to going to work.
The animal control officer loaded all the
dogs in his truck and was going to con-
fiscate all the birds also, until Mr. Bailey
informed him that the birds were his
property and he would take care of them.
He then proceeded to take the parrots
out of the house and place them in the
garage and aviaries. Later Mrs. McLaugh-
lin told me they were planning to im-
pound every bird, as well as the dogs, if
Mr. Bailey had not interceded.

Mrs. McLaughlin was taken to the
police station and charged with having an
excessive amount of dogs, a misdemeanor,
after which she was made to get back in
the rear seat of the police car, still hand-
cuffed, and transported, by two police-
men, about 10 miles to the Orange County
Medical Center where, after making her
walk up a long ramp, the officers re-
quested, at the admissions office, that she
be given a psychiatric examination. Still
handcuffed, she was made to sit in a
wheelchair and a web strap was placed

around her body and the back of the
wheelchair. In this manner she was taken,
by the policemen, to the admissions doc-
tor. There was quite a delay before the
doctor could see her. The handcuffs had
been closed too tightly in the first place
and her repeated pleas to loosen them had
fallen on deaf ears. Again she requested,
in tears, that the handcuffs be loosened
because by this time the circulation was
being cut off. The officers refused.

The strap around her body and the
handcuffs were finally removed when the
doctor demanded it of the officers. He
then instructed the officers to escort her,
afoot, to the Psychiatric building without
the handcuffs or the wheelchair. During
this short walk the one officer remarked
to the other, “What will we do if she starts
to run?” How ridiculous? Or should I
say, how stupid? How fast or how far
could an over seventy woman, with an
injured back, run?

The examination, given separately by
two doctors, was brief and they agreed
that she was just as sane as they were.
She was told she could leave and that the
policemen had already left. Fortunately
she had insisted upon having her handbag
with her, because she had to call a taxi-
cab to take her home. By this time it was
early afternoon and she had not eaten
since her early breakfast.

She proceeded to go home where she
got her car and went to the Animal Shel-
ter. They informed her they would not
accept a check, only cash, for her dogs to
be released. She went to her bank, ob-
tained enough cash and returned to the
pound and paid the fees to have all the
dogs released. Then she returned home
and straightened up the mess left by the
officers.

At no time did Mrs. McLaughlin seek
or receive any legal advice until after talk-
ing with me, which was after she had
appeared before a municipal judge who
dismissed the case.
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I have since learned, from a County
Animal Control Officer, that if a person
possesses more than the legal limit of
three animals, the Animal Control per-
sonnel must first issue a citation, which
setsa court date for the plaintiff to appear
and show cause as to why he or she should
have more than the legal limit. If the
plaintiff fails to appear on the assigned
date, then the Court issues a warrant for
the arrest of the plaintiff. After the plain-
tiff is arrested and booked into jail, he or
she may post bail, and be free, but must
appear before a judge, or forfeit the bail
and become a fugitive, even though it is
only a misdemeanor. As of this writing, I
have been informed that a citation has
been issued. Possibly, sometime in the
future we will know more of this story.

From what I know, if she wishes to
keep all the animals, both dogs and birds,
she must re-locate herself in an area zoned
so she may legally have a kennel license
at at least she must move out of the area
in which she now resides. If she had just
had the birds possibly no problem would
have ever existed.

This publication is primarily oriented
toward Aviculture, so let the reader be
cautioned. In the eyes of any Bureaucrat,
if the law says animal, BIRDS ARE IN-
CLUDED.

1984 is less than 9 years away .

publication.

CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED RATES — $3.00 minimum charge for 4 lines of type {(average 7 words per
line}. Additional charge of 9¢ per word for ad running over 28 words. {28 words to include
name, address and phone.) All copy to be RECEIVED BY 15th day of month preceding

WANTED: Additional breeding stock of minia-
ture dove, quail and exotic finches. Will trade
or purchase. Call or write: Frank J. Kozeluh,
6171 Amarillo, La Mesa, CA. 92041. Phone
(714) 469-4724.

SOUTHERNCALIFORNIAROLLERCANARY
CLUB. Chalice O. Thomason, Cor. Sec., 26960
Pinehurst Road, Sun City, Calif. 92381, Phone
No. (714) 679-1284. Meets second Sunday of
each month at the homes of members at 1:00
P.M. Visitors welcome. For information call the
above or Miller @ (213) 280-3866 or Hamilton
@ (714) 846-9408.

WANTED:

1 pair Swainson’s (breeding age) Blue Mountain
Lorikeets. Mrs. Pat Rex, Rural Route 1, Earl-
ham, lowa 50072. Tel. {515) 758-2772.

WANTED: ANl types of miniature Macaws for
breeding. Please state price, quantity, sex and
age if known. Call or write: Pamela Liddy, 64

FOR SALE — Double Yellow Head Parrot, 3
yrs old — wings clipped for training — tame.
$250.00 with oblong cage — ph. (714) 638-
7380 or write P.O. Box 1125, Garden Grove,

California.

WANTED: African Silverbills (not to be mis-
taken for Indian). Will purchase or trade. Dr.
Luis Baptista, Moore Laboratory of Zoology,
Occidental College, 1600 Campus Rd., Los
Angeles, California 90041. Tel. (213) 259-2673.

WANTED: Cuban Melodious Finch Male. FOR
SALE: Green billed Toucan (or will buy mate).
Jerry Jennings, 1803 Pontius Ave., L.os Angeles,
California 90025. Tel. (213) 884-5476 evenings.

FOR SALE: Welded Wire %" x 12", 4' x 100",
Unbelievable wholesale price. Jerry Jennings,
1803 Pontius Ave., Los Angeles, Calif. 90025.
Tel. (213) 884-5476 evenings.

FOR SALE: Peace Face Lovebirds guaranteed
split for Blue AND Cherry Head. Will Produce

Albermarle Street, Springfield, Mass. 01109. Blue, Cherry Head, and rare Silver mutations.
Tel. (413) 734-7053. Sheldon Dingte, (213) 333-2929.
WARNING

To release any bird into the wild where it is
not native is a federal and state offense.

your prize winners?

Petamine and Budgimine.
ECONOMY sizes 5, 10 and 25 Ib. pkgs.
the supplier nearest you.

LOFT-KELLOGG CO., INC.

322 E. Florida St.

Always IN the

Winner’s Circle

PETAMINE and BUDGIMINE
(by Kellogg of course)

BREEDERS! Do you want year round health and performance for
Do you insist on a specially formulated
COMPLETE bird diet, university tested? Do you ask for all of
this and CONSISTENT Quality? Why not use the two top winners,
Now available at your dealers’ in
Or write Kelloggs for

Milwaukee, Wis. 53201

(414) 276-0373

& Petamine
; Budglmme
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