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by Tom Marshall
Leesburg, Virginia
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I am fairly confident from listening to

A the rhetoric of animal rights extrem-
ist groups that if they were given the
choice of a wild animal going extinct or
becoming domesticated, they would
choose the former. “Better dead than
bred (in captivity)” could serve as their
motto, since after all, they believe ani-
mals need to be free. According, to
these self-proclaimed animal advocates,
animals in captivity are not fulfilling their
natural destiny, and must for all intents
and purposes be considered “environ-
mentally” dead!

It is equally certain that as aviculturists,
we would always opt for domestication
over extinction of the birds we love. We
are pragmatic. We would argue that

Dr. Jose Courrau, a Costa Rican national parks official, and a free-flying Yellow-naped

extinction is unacceptable especially
when it may be in our power to preserve
certain birds in perpetuity — even if
only in our aviaries.

Why do people who purport to love
animals find such revulsion in domes-
tication? Does domestication conjure up
thoughts of barnyard animals being
fattened for food? Do they think only
about the dogs and cats which are
neglected, and ignore the wonderful
bonds that exist between house pets and
their owners?

Is domestication of wildlife a ques-
tion of ethics? Aesthetics? Perhaps we
should ask the question differently. Is
domestication a natural occurrence that
is simply a strategy for survival for cer-

Amazon appear to be pondering the concept of parrots choosing domestication as a way

to avoid extinction.
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tain animals with specific pre-adaptive
traits that make them viable candidates
for “man-made evolution”, i.e., domes-
tication?

Animal rights groups label domesti-
cation “unnatural” and, therefore, bad.
However, if domestication is merely a
strategy for an animal to meet its bio-
logical imperative of survival and repro-
duction, it would have to be, by
definition, a natural phenomenon, nei-
ther bad nor good.

So can we define domestication as nat-
ural? Webster defines domestication as
the “adaptation to life in intimate asso-
ciation with, and to the advantage of
man... by modifying growth and traits
through provision of food, protection
from enemies, and selective breeding
during generations of living in associ-
ation...”

It is the first part of this definition that
may confuse us and those individuals
who consider themselves animal advo-
cates. If domestication serves man then
we assume that man has subjugated ani-
mals to the animals’ detriment. However,
all animals, including man, are pro-
grammed to try to adapt to their envi-
ronment so they may survive and
reproduce. In order to do this animals
may alter their behavior, their traits,
their size, and choice of food.

Animals may even be consciously will-
ing to come into closer association
with man, if they could gain special
advantage by the food or protection they
receive. This new association may allow
them to survive, reach reproductive
age and pass that new adaptive trait of
tameness on to their offspring. Evolution
lacks a theology: it’s simply the accu-
mulation of temporary solutions to
problems posed by circumstances.

Confusion also reigns when it comes
to the concept of freedom. Animal
rights groups equate freedom for ani-
mals with living in the wild. “Wild is
good; captivity is bad”: fails to do jus-
tice to the benefits domestication can pro-
vide for animals. Why should animals
believe that freedom — that is life in the
wild — is the ultimate good? We certainly
don't. Civilization is the history of our
attempts to lose ourselves from the
brutish conditions of life in the wild, with
the continued pressures to find food and
escape predators. Instead of the freedom
of hunting, gathering, and defending our
patch of woods, we settled for a nine-
to-five job, subways, enclosed malls,
McDonald’s and tract housing. We, too,
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Northeastern Region

Linda . Rubin, regional vice pres.
(617) 469-0557

CONNECTICUT

State coordinator (203) 525-8338
Boh Sunday

Connecticut Association for
Avicuiture, Inc.

MAINE

State coordinator:

Margaret Fisher (207) 935-3732
Maine State Caged Bird Society

MASSACHUSETTS

State coordinator:

Nancy Myers (413) 256-3129
Aviculturists of Greater Boston, Inc.
Exotic Cage Bird Society of New
England

Massachusetts Cage Bird
Assaciation, Inc.

NEW HAMPSHIRE

State coordinator:

Susan Fellows (603) 887-4930
New Hampshire Avicultural Society

NEW YORK
State coordinator:
*

Big Apple Bird Association

Broome County Caged Bird Club
Buffalo Hookbili Association

Capital District Cage Bird Club
Central New York Caged Bird Club
Finger Lakes Cage Bird Association
Great Rochester Hookbill Assoc.
Long Island Feather Enthusiasts
New York Finch & Type Canary Club
Northern New York Pet Bird Club

RHODE ISLAND
State coordinator
Diane Patalano (401) 885-0267

VERMONT
State coordinator:
Peter Lowry (802) 754-6494

Mid-Atlantic Region

Kayla Snyder, regional vice pres.
(412) 369-0908 / fax (412) 338-7862

DELAWARE
State coordinator:
Nancy Selz (302) 798-8625

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
State coordinator:
Thomas Marshall (703) 777-3252

MARYLAND
State coordinator:
Dehora Ready (410) 838-9418

NEW JERSEY

State coordinator:

Dan Lanetti (609) 386-1435
Central Jersey Bird Club
Feather Fancier's Society
The Real Macaw Parrot Club
Sussex Co. Exotic Bird Club

PENNSYLVANIA

State coordinator:

Lorraine Smith (215) 348-7423
Anthracite Bird Club

Central Pennsylvania Cage Bird Club
Chester County Avian Society
Delaware Valley Bird Club

Erie Cage Bird Ciub

Greater Pittsburgh Cage Bird Society
National Cockatiel Society
Philadelphia Avicultural Society
York Area Pet Bird Club

VIRGINIA

State coordinator:

Dawn Kopf (703} 594-3841

Blue Ridge Caged Bird Society
Commonwealth Avicultural Society
National Capital Bird Club
Parrot Breeders Association of
Virginia

The Aviary Bird Club of Central
Virginia

Tri-State Bird Club & Foundation
WEST VIRGINIA

State coordinator:

Alexis Selfert (304) 866-3433

Southeastern Region

Wanda Elder, Regional vice pres.
(901) 853-9988

ALABAMA

State coordinator:

Katherine Levine (205) 881-4809
Bird Club of Greater Birmingham
Central Alabama Aviculture Society
Rocket City Cage Bird Club

GEORGIA
State coordinator:
Sherrie Miller (404) 396-7938

KENTUCKY

State coordinator:

Jerry T. Clark (502) 935-5440
Central Kentucky Cage Bird Club
Kentuckiana Gage Bird Club

MISSISSIPPI

State coordinator:

Nancy Weaver (601) 853-2967
Central Mississippi Bird Club

NORTH CAROLINA

State coordinator:

Boh Beech (919) 855-8292
Raleigh-Durham Caged Bird Society

SOUTH CAROLINA

State coordinator:

Beth Rowan (803) 862-2852
Aiken Bird Club

Palmetto Cage Bird Club of
Anderson

MEMBER CLUBS

TENNESSEE

State coordinator:

Cage Bird Club of Northeast
Tennessee

Middle Tennessee Cagebird Club
Tennessee Valley Exotic Bird Club

Florida/P.R. Region

Dwight Greenberg, regional v.p.
(407) 631-9800 / fax (407) 632-4338

FLORIDA (CENTRAL)

State Coordinator:

Richard Long (813) 644-0086
Central Florida Bird Breeders
Association

FLORIDA (NORTH)

State coordinator:

Kay Boyer, (904) 454-1635

Emerald Coast Avian Society

Exotic Bird Club of Florida

Florida West Coast Avian Society

Gulf Coast Bird Club

Imperial Bird Club

Jacksonville Avicultural Society

Sunshine State Gage Bird
Saciety, Inc.

Tropical Cockatiel & Lovebird

West Florida Avian Society, Inc.

West Pasco Exotic Bird Club

FLORIDA (SOUTH)

State coordinator:

Kathleen Harring (305) 258-2377
Aviary & Cage Bird of South Florida
Cage Bird Club of Charlotte County
Greater Brandon Avian Society

PUERTO RICO
Coordinator:
David Negron (809) 251-1153

VIRGIN ISLANDS
State coordinator:

Mid-Eastern Region

Bob Smith, regional vice pres.
(517) 764-5170/ fax (517) 764-5103

{LLINOIS
State coordinator:
Bonnie Doane {708) 223-2117

INDIANA

State coordinator:

Nicole Vander Heyden, DVM
(317) 786-1826

Central indiana Cage Bird
Michiana Bird Society

MICHIGAN

State coordinator:

Dave Bowman (616) 381-5779
Ann Arbor Cage Bird Club
BEAKS.

Motor City Bird Breeders, Inc.
Saginaw Valley Bird Club

Town & Country Feathered Friends

OHIO

State coordinator:

Dianne Holloway (419) 636-3882
Beakers Bird Club

Classic Feathers

Firelands Exotic Bird Club

Golden Crescent Cage Bird Club
Miami Valley Bird Club
Mid-American Exotic Bird Society
Northwest Ohio Exotic Bird Club

WISCONSIN

State coordinator:

Gloria Scholbe (414) 496-1441
Avian Insights Bird Glub

Kenosha Exotic Bird Club

Madison Area Cagebird Association
Wisconsin Cage Bird Club, Inc.

North Central Region

James McCabe, regional vice pres.
{612)753-5241 / fax (9612) 753-6772

10WA
State coordinator:

*

Mid America Cagebird Society
Midwest Parrot Club

MINNESOTA
State coordinator:
Steve Estebo (612) 432-4758

NEBRASKA
State coordinator:

NORTH DAKOTA
State coordinator:

SOUTH DAKOTA

State coordinator:

Royce King (605) 393-1720
Black Hills Cage Bird Club

South Central Region

Richard Hazell, regional vice pres.
(316) 942-8864 / fax (316) 942-9030

ARKANSAS

State coordinator:

Jim McGuire (501) 965-2427
Cage Bird Fanciers of the Ozarks

KANSAS

State coordinator:

Pati Hazell (316) 942-8864
Kansas Avicultural Society, Inc.
Northeast Kansas Cage Bird Club
Sunflower Bird Ciub

LOUISIANA

State coardinator:

Jeanne C. Murphy (504) 833-4241,
fax (504) 833-4241

Acadiana Bird Club

Bayou Bird Club

Louisiana Aviculture Society

Gulf South Bird Club

MISSOURI

State coordinator:

Paddy Lambert (314) 962-8186
Gateway Parrot Club

Greater Kansas City Avicuitural
Society

Missouri Cage Bird Association

OKLAHOMA

State coordinator:

Melissa Coxen (405) 392-2373
Bird Fanciers of Oklahoma, Inc.
Central Oklahoma Bird Club
Oklahoma Avicultural Society
Oklahoma Cage Bird Saciety

TEXAS (NORTH)

State coordinator:

Linda Smith (817) 790-8015
Cleburne Bird Society

Dallas Cage Bird Society

Fort Worth Bird Club

Plano Exotic Birds Association
Waco Bird Club

TEXAS (SOUTH)

State coordinator:

Ray Wangler (210) 732-8025
Alamo Exhibition Bird Club
Capitol City Cage Bird Club
Triangle Bird Breeders Club

Northwestern Region

Natalie Frumin-Weiss,
regional vice pres.
(206) 927-6983 / fax (206) 952-6983

ALASKA

State coordinator:

Michelle Keener (907) 242-3994
Alaska Bird Club

IDAHO
State coordinator:
Margie Loewen (208) 378-8201

MONTANA
State coordinator:
Laura Lee Neva (406) 322-4444

OREGON

State coordinator:

Dottie Sheffield (503) 564-9179
Birds Exotic All Bird Club
Emerald Exotic Bird Club
Fluttering Wings Bird Club, Inc.
Mid Oregon Bird Glub
Northwest Bird Club

WASHINGTON

State coordinator:

Jeri Wright, legisiative liaison
(206) 838-9802

Avicultural Society of Puget Sound
Avis Northwest Bird Club

Cascade Canary Breeders Agsoc.
Greater Spokane Avicultural Society
Northwest Exotic Birg Society
South Sound Exotic Bird Society
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Western Region

Kelly Tucker, regional v.p.

ARIZONA

State coordinator:

Michelle Rietz (602) 973-9282
Arizona Avian Breeders Assoc.
Arizona Aviculture Society

i Arizona Seed Crackers Society
Avicultural Society of Tucson
Tropical Bird Fanciers
Yuma-imperial Exotic Bird Club

COLORADO

State coordinator:

Ray Vander Leest (303)

Front Range Avian Society

Rocky Mountain Society of
Aviculture, Inc.

NEVADA

State coordinator (acting):
Joanne Edwards (702) 436-0110
Las Vegas Avicultural Society
Reno Area Avian Enthusiasts

NEW MEXICO

State coordinator:

Sandra Brennan (505) 865-6001
Las Cruces Parrot Club

New Mexico Bird Club

UTAH

State coordinator (acting):
Steve Long (801) 647-3653
Avicultural Society of Utah

WYOMING
State coordinator:
Lloyd Baily (307) 468-2871

Northern California Region

Donna Tondreault, regional v.p.

Contra Costa Avian Society
Foothill Bird Fanciers

(505) 384-5490 / tax (505) 384-5441 14 Gountry Aviculture Society

Gold Country Bird Society
Golden Gate Avian Society
International Parrotlet Society
Monterey Bay Cage Bird Club
Pionus Breeders Association
Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Redwood Exotic Bird Society
Santa Clara Valley Bird Club

Tri Counties Bird Club

HAWAIL

State coordinator:

Joe Baker (808) 966-6966
Hawaii Parrot Fanciers Inc.

Southern California Region

Aletta M. Long, regional v.p.
(310) 596-7429 / fax (310) 429-1892

CALIFORNIA (SOUTHERN)

SAN DIEGO AREA:

State coordinator:

Marty Muschinske (619) 468-3201

Finch Society of San Diego County

Hookbill Hobbyists

North County Aviculturists

San Diego County Bird Breeders
Association

CALIFORNIA (SOUTHERN)
LOS ANGELES AREA:

State coordinator:

Jami Kennedy (805) 252-0437
Antelope Valiey Bird Society
Avicultural Society of America
Hemet Valley Bird Society
Long Beach Bird Breeders
Norco Valley Bird Breeders
Orange County Bird Breeders
Santa Barbara Bird Ciub

(916) 642-9050 / fax (916) 642-0874 Simi Valley Bird Society

CALIFORNIA (NORTH)

State coordinator:

Jim Pritchard (707) 887-9462
American Lory Society

Aviary Association (707) 887-9462
Aviary Association of Kern

Butte County Bird Club

Capitol City Bird Society

Central California Avian Society
Central Coast Avicultural Society
Coastal Avian Society

Valley of Paradise Bird Club
Ventura County Bird Club
West Los Angeles Bird Club
West Valley Bird Society

Philippines

Avian Society of the Philippines

*Position open — contact regional vice president if interested
*Indicated 2 year term has been fulfilled. If no new interested party
comes forward and indicates a desire to serve, incumbent

remains in position.
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For information about contacting any of these member clubs,
please call that club’s state coordinator.
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are living in artificial environments.

First we domesticated ourselves,
moved on to horses, dogs, cats and other
animals, and we will inevitably domes-
ticate more animals, including parrots.
Biologically, the process of domestication
is a success story without precederit in
the history of evolution. If we want tc
really save the parrots we love from
extinction, then let’s have them declared
as “eligible for domestication” and we
will save them.

Parrots are ideal for domestication.
They mesh well with our pet-loving soci-
ety. They have certain recognizable
pre-adaptive traits that make domesti-
cation a natural possibility. They live in
flocks with a “pecking order” and a
strong bonding potential that is easily
transferable to man. Their big eyes
and rounded facial features, reminiscent
of infantile human characteristics, make
them irresistible to most people. Their
playful antics, their bright colors and their
ability to hold things in their “hands”
brings pleasure to anyone who sees
them. Their penchant to mimic human
speech and eat cultivated crops (fruits,
vegetables and seeds), creates a natural
affinity with humans which has com-
pletely seduced us.

With all the human-like and appeal-
ing characteristics parrots demonstrate,
it is easy to understand why animal rights
activists, as well as devoted pet owners,
frequently anthropomorphize when
attempting to gauge what is in the best
interest of parrots. While parrots may
experience a range of emotions, there
is no evidence that parrots, or any ani-
mal, has the ability to think on a con-
ceptual level, e.g., parrots cannot
imagine being free.

Regardless, there is one freedom I
would like to see restored to us and our
parrots: the freedom from regulations
that make it difficult for aviculturists to
practice their craft. Declaring parrots
“domesticated animals” would free us
from the myriad laws, rules and regu-
lations associated with “wild and exot-
ic” animals. And that is a freedom that
may halt the inexorable slide towards
extinction for many parrot species.
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New
Finch Society
Formed

heWaxbilland Parrot Finch So-
ciety wasformedinJuly 1995t0

establish in captivity the estrildids com-
monly referred to as waxbills, parrot
finches and, although not mentioned in
the name, the non-Australian man-
nikins, genus ronchura. In view of
countries shutting off export, airlines re-
fusing tocarry wild caughtbirds, andleg-
islation prohibiting the importation of
such birds, it is becoming clear that these
finches are rapidly vanishing from
aviculture. This is particularly true for the
CITES III finches, a good example of
which is the Green Twinspot, a bird
which until a few years ago was com-
monly found in pet shops but now has
practically vanished from aviculture.
The purpose of the Society is to dissemi-
nate the most up-to-date information on
breeding, including the aspects of be-
havior, diet, compatability and environ-
ment.

We have formed a board of advisors
which includes Mike Fidler, co-author
of Parrot Finches, the Aviculturist’s
Guide ; Stash Buckley and Carol Anne
Calvin, contributing writers for the AFA
Watchbird, authors of the column
“Estrildid Finches in Aviculture”, and
contributing editors for The Estrildian ;
Jayne Yantz, Bird Talk magazine’s
finch expert and columnist; and Dr.
Luis Baptista, of the Department of
Ornithology at the California Academy
of Sciences. Our zoo liaison and orga-
nizer of the Species Interest Committee
for Estrildid Finches, part of the Taxon
Advisory Group for Passerine Birds is
Josef Lindholm III, a keeper in the Bird
Department at the Fort Worth Zoo.

Members are invited to ask as many
questions as they wish. These will be
answered in the Society’s bi-monthly
publication, Finch Breeder. Members
who have experienced consistent
breeding success are invited to submit
articles detailing their techniques.

Membership in the Society is $10.00
per year to cover publishing costs.
Payment should be made in the form
of a check or money order payable to
Levin H. Tilghman 111, 6419 N. 151 st
Philadelphia PA 19126-3503. e 2
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