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T wo of the best song birds in the Bicudo and Curio in captivity. He has
world are the Bicudo 01yzoborus created one of the most exciting aviaries

crassiorostris maximiliani and the Curio that I have ever seen and his success in
Oryzoborns angolensis. Both are native raising these two species is unbelievable
to Brazil and live in the proximity of and unequaled. Actually we could say
rivers and lakes. Both bird" were fOlmerly that because of his work. both of these
found in almost all the states through- magnificent song birds are not going to
out the country of Brazil. be included on the extinction list.

Their exact numbers are unknown; Licensed by the Brazilian government
however, the Curios are more plentiful to breed and sell these birds. Picinini is
in the wild than the Bicudos, which are presently producing more than 1,000
extremely rare and almost extinct. The babies from both species. His aviaq con
song of the Bicudo is compared to the tains approximately 30 Bicudo females
sound of the flute and the Curio's song and five males as well as 500 Curio
is compared to the violin. females and 60 males. The male of

The Bicudo is about 15 cm (6 in.) long both species will breed up to 30 females.
and both the male and female are born A Curio will live up to 2'5 years of age
brown in color. Only the male's feath- and the Bicudo will live up to 40 years
ers will turn a cobalt black color with of age. Both species will lay one egg
white feathers at the tip of its wings. every two days until a clutch totaling
Likewise, only the male Bicudo sings and three to four eggs is laid.
will start singing at an early stage even While the Brazilian people luve a spe-
while its feathers are still brown. cial love for cage birds, the Bicudo

The Curio is about 11 cm (41/, in.) and the Curio are the most popular song
birds kept in captivity in that countq.

long. Both the male and female are born
brown in color, but the female will Prior to Picinini's achievements in pro

ducing these two species in large num
remain brown throughout her life and

bers, many people's attempts at hand
rarely sings. The male will begin singing raising the birds were not successful. Also
at an early age, but as an adult its

at that time. Brazilians were purchasing
chest and stomach feathers turn to a rich,
wine color and the feathers on its tail. the birds from dealers who were cap-
back, head and neck turn black with a turing wild birds and depleting the

wild population.
few white feathers at the tips of its

Picinini's birds are closed-banded
wings. Their food in the wild consists

and legal to possess and sell. Since
mainly of seeds and insects.

these'songbirds are extremely popular
The causes of these birds' near and highly prized by the Brazilian peo

extinction in the wild are: being captured pie, the majority of the general public
in large numbers by illegal smugglers prefers to own this highly prized song
and dealers; destruction of their natur- bird legally.
al habitats; deadly insecticides used in Picinini has developed a remark-
agriculture; and natural predators. ably successful breeding system and most

On a recent trip to Brazil, we visit- of his birds are domestic stock and
ed Mr. MarcHio Picinini in the city of are very tame. His breeding system is
Matias Barbosa. Seventeen years ago, he as follows: He has a line of cages with
realized the need to start raising the a female in each cage. He walks by car-
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Bicudo eggs in a nest. The eggs are
often fostered u1lder other feJna!es. The
eggs can be held 7 days before tbey
1nust be incubated.

A very sinlple and efficient auia1Y in
uJhich to raise Bicudos and Curios.
Mr. Marcilio Pici1'lini in his avialY. He
has raised the Curio and Bicudo in
large nU1nbers.
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A Bicudo hell
feedin o her you.ng.
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• CO2 packed air barrier bags guarantees no bugs and seals in freshness

• Extruded granules eliminate powdery waste and wet voluminous droppings
caused by pellets

• Stop feeding your birds artificial candy-like food that makes droppings purple and red!

Available from your local Independant Pet Shop and Avian Veterinarian.
For Life-Time granules send $10.00 for a 1 kg. (2.25 lb.) bag of Cockatiel,,== or $20.00 for a 2 kg. (4.4 lb.) of Parrot to:

I HAG EN® Rolf C. Hagen (USA) Corp.
P.O. Box 9107,
Mansfield, Ma.
02048

For your FREE SAMPLE or to order larger quantities
call: 1-800-225-2700 or2701

Tropican is the food that meets the needs of
your bird through all stages of its life. A scientifically

designed blend of seven grains and nuts including; corn,
wheat, oats, soyabean, sunflower, peanut, rice plus additional

vitamins, minerals and nutrients. Tropican was developed at the HAGEN
A ICULTURAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE (HARI) to feed the more than 350 pairs of more than

60 varieties of parrots that are housed there. As indicated by the excellent health and
breeding success of the HARI birds after six years of exclusive feeding,

Tropican is The Total Diet.
• Tropican comes in 3 lifecycle formulas: Baby Food (for hand feeding), High Performance

(for Breeders), and Life-Time (for maintenance)

• The inclusion of natural fruit flavours maximizes palatiblity

• The Life-Time formula contains three natural colours: Green, Orange and Natural

• No preservatives or artificial sweeteners

• The best quality control: Each batch is formulated, test fed, analyzed (by two independent
labs) and approved by the HAGEN AVICULTURAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE

by HAGEN®



Based on my personal experience
with exotic birds, I don't believe the
methods for releasing captive bred
birds into the wild have been appro
priate. The proper plan would be to build
a large cage in the wild where birds
could become accustomed to flying
long distances and living in the wild
before setting them free, rather than
releasing them from a small cage with
out benefit of learning the demands of
existing in the wild.

The Curio and the Bicudo breed
from August through the end of April.
Both birds are very sensitive to cold
weather and are aggressive by nature.
For example, in captivity, the male
cannot be left for long with the female
because the male will kill the babies in
order to bring the female into breeding
condition again. True to the birds' com
bative disposition, given the opportu
nity, the female will attack the male
frequently beating it to death.

Females will begin producing at one
year of age. While sitting on the eggs
during the 13-day incubation period, it
is quite common for the female to
bathe and wet the eggs. The babies will
start feeding themselves at 30 days old,
but the parent will also feed them until
they are 40 days old.

Before feeding the birds, Picinini
washes and dries the seeds he buys
because he believes that insecticides used
by farmers will eventually poison the
birds. He does not air condition or
heat the breeding area and uses very
small cages since these birds do not
require a large space in which to breed.
His birds' diet consists mainly of seeds,
live crickets and corn meal cakes which
he bakes himself. Once a year, he
worms all the birds and administers vit
amins fortified with iron.

He is willing to teach individuals to
raise and care for songbirds in captiv
ity and has even produced a training
video which clearly demonstrates the
specifics of rearing these special song
birds.

In the Brazilian market, the price
for one Bicudo or Curio can range
from US$ 200 to US$ 5,000 or 10,000.

Thanks to another dedicated avi
culturist, two beautiful birds are being
saved from the extinction list and are
available for viewing by the public on
an appointment basis at Marcilio Picinini's
aviary in Matias Barbosa. The city is locat
ed in the state of Minas Gerais, approx
imately three hours' drive from
downtown Rio de Janeiro. :+

GOURMET SAFFLOWER DIETS
SAFFLOWER GOLD'·
Seeds, Grains, Pellets, Biscuits, Nuts,
Fruits and Veggles

Throughout the years, Picinini has bred
sisters with brothers and mothers with
sons. None of the birds has shown
any sign of genetic defects.

Unfortunately, most efforts to release
captive bred birds into the wild have
failed. Those birds born and raised in
aviaries do not do well in the wild.
Captive bred birds are always caught by
their natural predators, mainly hawks,
while the wild birds have learned to
escape from most predators.

COLOR CARE (to get show results)
BETA-THIN RED'·
NACHO RED'·

e NATURAL PRO-COLOR
~£ RED Color enhancer with

Carofill and Carotene

PRO·GROW'· Pelletized Diet
15% Small & Large
19'X, Small & Large
Feed as a total diet or mix with regular
seed

IMPORTED OC VITAMINS &
MEDICATIONS
(Pure and Concentrated)

SCENIC EXTRUDED BIRD FOOD • ALASERINE 3 Antibiotics in pelletized
Crunchy morsels, nutritionally form
complete. • MYCOLICINE - Broad Spectrum

3 FI Antibiotic
avors: CORN - RED APPLE • OCEDIAR _Diarrhea corrective

00 fO~ "t~ CHEESE OC FITOL V 0 E B3 Bto%o,. 3 Sizes: JUNGLE'. Lar e • E - itamins " ,5,
. PARADISE'. Med g B12 and vegetable 011

TROPICAL'· BITS Small And others to choose from for all
We can ship from 2# to 1000# -Just call us your bird health needs

~ Sunshine Bird Supplies
~ 8535NW56thStreet,Miami,FL33166

Send $1.50 s/h for free catalog
Phone: (305) 593-2&&& Fax: (305) 59I-95&7

ASK YOUR NEAREST PET SHOP
FOR OUR PRODUCTS

SAVE·lr"
DON'T BE CAUGHT WITHOUT IT!!'
• Contains Vitamins & Anhblotlcs
• Promotes Breeding
• Prevents Nest Mortality & Stress
• Excellent to treat infectious diseases
• Two year shelf life (foil pack)
• Box of 10 x 10 grams envelopes $9.50

SunshineBirdSupplies
© ForHealthyPets, TryUsToday,

NEDERlANDS VITA SEED'"
• Premium Seed Diets
• Complete with Vitamins. Minerals and

Amino Acids
• Fruits, Veggies, Pellets and Biscuits

included
• Excellent results AUSTRAUAN'·
• Birds eat 100% - No waste Seeds, Grains, Pellets and Amino Acids

All our Bird Foods are manufactured fresh the same day your order is received.
Our special mixers and cleaners gently remove all foreign dust and material.

f£!-'~ HEALTHY TREATS FOR DIGESTION
SONG FOOD VITA'· MINER-A-GRIT

11 Exciting Conditioning Seeds; With Calcium, Phosphorus and Trace
Niger, Sesame, Flax, Poppy, Anise, Elements.

Lettuce Seed, Hemp, Panicum, Caraway,
Canary Seed and Oats.

REAL FRUIT &
• VI~""""". It .....VEGGIE MIXES (Small or Large)

':':;" The best on the market
.... "-'.........".... We add no fillers.

PROTEEN 25'·
High Protein Conditioning and Nestling
Food.

PROTEEN 25'· COLOR
For Red Factor Birds.

FOR MITE & UCE CONTROL
BIOLOGICAL BIRD CAGE SPRAY'·
Only natural pyrethrins used.

rying a single male in a cage and, if the
female is ready to hreed, she squats
down and flops her wings. The cages
are placed side by side with hoth cage
doors open. The male flies from his cage,
taking less than five seconds to breed
the female, then returns immediately to
his own cage.

One of the interesting things we
learned is that one single breeding will
fertilize the three to four eggs which the
female will lay in the next few days.
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